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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Caddo Lake is a bi-state water resource with about half of it being in each of the states of 
Louisiana and Texas.  Caddo Lake and the nearby land surrounding it are extremely rich in a 
diverse and unique history not experienced elsewhere in the United States.  It was the homeland 
of the Caddo people for over a thousand years.  For about three hundred years, it was a land of 
colonization with ownership disputed between the Spanish and French global powers of the time.  
In 1803, the United States doubled its size by purchase and half of the Caddo Lake area became 
part of Louisiana.  After the 1836 revolution, the other half of the Caddo Lake area became part 
of the Republic of Texas.  In 1845, Texas was admitted to the union and all of the Caddo Lake 
area became part of the United States.   
 
For the next one hundred years, the area’s cultural heritage was shaped by a varied set of 
economic drivers, entrepreneurs, and settlers.  Steamboat travel across the lake was well 
underway by the time Texas became a state.  Steamboats plied the bayous of the Caddo Prairie 
area of Louisiana to bypass the log raft in the river.  Steamboats enabled the early economic 
development of the Caddo Lake area as well as the upper Red River areas of southwest Arkansas 
and northeast Texas.  The last three decades of the Nineteenth Century saw railroads built across 
the area creating economic booms in the logging industry and the building of new towns and 
railheads.  The first three decades of the Twentieth Century ushered in oil booms that motivated 
new wealth, new towns, land reclamation, and new roads that together motivated population and 
economic growth.  
 
The Caddo Lake heritage area is rural and economically depressed.  An opportunity exists that 
will provide an economic boost to the bi-state area.  The Caddo Lake Heritage Awareness and 
Education Project (CLHAEP) is at its base a rural economic development program, but it is 
powered by a focus on cultural heritage tourism and education.  Interpreting the natural, cultural, 
and historic assets of the Caddo Lake area through the use of historic sites and water and 
land-based trials connected across state lines will spotlight to the nation the area’s unique 
heritage providing extraordinary educational opportunities for the region and the world, and 
create a tourism industry that will herald manifold economic benefits. 
 
Recognizing this unique opportunity, the Jeffersonian Institute, Inc. (JI) presented a study outline 
and an application for grant funding to the history and tourism offices in the states of Texas and 
Louisiana to complete an action plan to define and implement the CLHAEP addressed in this 
report.  On November 15, 2006, the Texas Historical Commission (THC) announced an award to 
the JI of a Texas Preservation Trust fund grant for the CLHAEP and, after negotiations with 
THC, the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism-Office of Tourism and the 
Division of Historical Preservation (LA-CRT) committed to partner and fund the fifty percent 
match required by the Texas Preservation Trust Fund Program.     
 
The goal of the CLHAEP is to preserve and enhance the cultural and natural resources of the  
bi-state Caddo Lake area, to increase heritage tourism therein, and to provide resources within 
the developed heritage area for world-class educational opportunities.  To accomplish this, 
extensive time and effort has gone toward incorporation and fulfillment of an integrated pair of 
objectives, which serve together to establish tourism that sustains and enhances the geographical 
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character of the Caddo Lake region – its environment, culture, aesthetics, heritage, and well-
being of its residents.   
 

• Develop a plan for the implementation of water and road trails connecting heritage 
tourism and other environmental sites/areas of interpretive value on or near Caddo Lake.   

• Implement innovative marketing, interpretive, and educational plans that address 
obstacles and problems identified by the subject matter experts to this project.          

 
The Action Plan delineates a project area composed of three distinct but contiguous heritage 
districts, each consisting of approximately 250 square miles:  (1) the Caddo Prairie Historic 
District in northern Caddo Parish, (2) the Caddo Lake Historic District in Texas and Louisiana, 
and (3) the Big Cypress Historic District in Marion and Harrison Counties in Texas.  To 
complete the objectives, a detailed survey of natural, cultural, and historic assets was compiled 
for each district.  Over 200 heritage tourism resources directly associated with Caddo Lake are 
identified in the report.  Another 21 historic sites have been identified as being close enough to 
the study area to be of value to the project.  The project also completed a survey of existing 
tourism amenities and infrastructure. 
 
Archival records and related literature addressing study area heritage were researched; subject 
matter experts were consulted, and on-site visits completed.  Natural assets were identified and 
are described in the report.  Site and tourism service data was imported to a Geographic 
Information System for current and later project development uses.    
 
Based on an assessment of the heritage assets survey, obstacles were identified and solutions for 
those problems were sought.   A number of short and long-term recommendations have emerged 
from this process.  Those listed below represent short-term components recommended for 
immediate action, without which, there will be no solid foundation for building a comprehensive 
and sustainable heritage tourism program as recommended in the Action Plan. 
 

• Development of a high-value Caddo Lake Heritage Website, 
• Acquisition and use of a National Heritage Area designation, 
• Acquisition and use of State heritage/preservation designations, 
• Interpretation using technology and conventional methods, 
• Technology use for marketing and advertising, and 
• Linkage of formal and informal education activities. 

 
Long-term recommendations complete the CLHAEP objectives by spiraling outward from 
Caddo Lake to deploy all road trails, the remaining boating trails, additional boating access, and 
a new canoeing trail.  Technology to deliver marketing, educational, and interpretive messages is 
recommended.  By using the heritage of the bi-state region as a context for education, the plan 
links the bi-state region to a national spotlight that will be trained on Caddo Lake’s unique 
heritage.   
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ACTION PLAN 
 

PHASE ONE – CONCEPT DEFINITION 
 

Study Area 
 
The total area for examination and assessment for heritage and nature tourism under the Caddo 
Lake Heritage Awareness and Education Project (CLHAEP) is a 25 mile wide swath lying 
between the Red River in northern Caddo Parish and Jefferson in Marion County, Texas.  The 
Caddo Prairie Historic District (CPHD) constitutes the eastern area.  The district is the northern 
half of Caddo Parish, Louisiana and is an area of about 250 square miles and is roughly one-third 
of the total project coverage.  In a June 1806 entry, the journal of the Freeman-Custis exploration 
party described the Red River flood plain area of the district as being a “very rich and large 
prairie.”  The settlers and planters on the eastern bluffs of the Red River began in the 1820s to 
refer to the flood plain across the river from them in north Caddo Parish as Caddo Prairie and, 
until the Caddo Cession of 1835, the land in the district was a part of the Caddo Indian nation.  
The Caddo Prairie beat of the federal census of 1850 referred to the entire area north of Soda 
Bayou and Caddo Lake.  The Historical Society of North Caddo refers to its area of interest as 
the Caddo Prairie Historic District. 
 
The CPHD has never been assessed in its entirety for its cultural heritage assets.  Neither has it in 
its entirety previously been promoted as an area for heritage tourism.  However, the state’s 
department of Culture, Heritage, and Tourism (CRT) has designated that portion of Louisiana 
Highway 2 traversing north Caddo Parish as a scenic byway.  In the near future a kiosk will be 
erected at the Vivian Railroad Station Museum that will facilitate touring the byway.  The assets 
identified in this study highlight the hidden heritage tourism treasure resident in north Caddo 
Parish. 
 
The Caddo Lake Historic District (CLHD) is the central portion of the study area and represents 
about 250 square miles on or adjacent to Caddo Lake.  About one-third of it is in Caddo Parish 
with the remainder split between Harrison and Marion Counties in Texas.  The Freeman-Custis 
party was aware of a “large lake to the west of the prairie, on the west of which, and nearly 30 
miles from Red River, was the principal village of the Caddo.”  This village is now known to lie 
three miles inside Marion County in the extreme northeastern corner of CLHD.  A number of 
scientific studies dating from 1899 to 1914 established the origin and mean high water level of 
Ferry (Caddo) Lake.  Current studies by experts of federal and state agencies and private 
institutions include methods of control for threatening aquatic vegetation, ecosystem 
contamination by mercury and other toxins, and prescribed water flows necessary to maintain 
habitat health and viability of Caddo Lake.  Please see the Appendix:  Attachment One for 
complete details.   
 
During the middle to late Nineteenth Century, navigation through the district enabled the rise of 
cotton agriculture and its associated landings, ports, outlying plantations and smaller farmsteads, 
and settlements.  Historic navigation features have been researched, but no prior assessment of 
their potential for inclusion in interpretative, tourism trails has been conducted.  Caddo Lake is 
one of only 22 sites in the United States to be designated by the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
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as a wetland of international importance.  The scenic byways trail on LA Hwy. 2 ends before 
reaching the district.  Texas Historical Commission’s (Forest) Heritage Trail involves TX Hwys. 
49, 805, and 43.  It skirts the western perimeter, but does not effectively penetrate the district 
even though CLHD holds a rich assemblage of heritage and natural science assets.     
 
The western area of the CLHAEP, about 250 square miles between TX Hwy. 43 and U.S. Hwy. 
59 in Jefferson comprises the Big Cypress Historic District (BCHD).  Prior to the end of the 
1700s, the five lakes that formed the natural conditions for steamboat traffic did not exist.  In its 
upper reach, Big Cypress Bayou was a constricted, fast flowing stream.  Approaching the future 
Caddo Lake location, relief became minimal as Big Cypress traversed a broad valley where 
meandering streams converged to form marginal cypress stands and associated wetlands.  BCHD 
was a dense forest of hickory, oak, and cypress long before the action of the “Great Raft,” a 
massive log jam on the Red River, formed the chain of lakes.  An ancient Caddo trail, which 
connected area and regional villages, crosses the extreme western terminus of the district.  By 
means of this trace, the earliest settlers entered Spanish Texas to establish new livelihoods and a 
new republic.  Once the navigation route was cleared to Jefferson, the most interior gateway for 
transport of goods to market and for civilization’s westward expansion became established.  
Except for tourism development within the Historic Districts of Jefferson and Marshall, the 
existing forest heritage trail presents little opportunity for public engagement with this unique 
resource base.    
 

 

Caddo Prairie 
Historic 
District 

Caddo Lake 
Historic 
District 

Big Cypress 
Historic 
District 

Figure 1:  Historic Districts as defined by Phase 1 
 
Goal and Objectives 
 
The goal of the CLHAEP is to preserve and enhance the cultural and natural resources of the  
bi-state Caddo Lake area, to increase heritage tourism therein, and to provide resources within 
the developed heritage area for world-class educational opportunities.  To accomplish this, 
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extensive time and effort has gone toward incorporation and fulfillment of an integrated pair of 
objectives, which serve together to establish tourism that sustains and enhances the geographical 
character of the Caddo Lake region – its environment, culture, aesthetics, heritage, and the  
well-being of its residents.   
 

• Define and develop a plan for the implementation of water and road trails connecting 
heritage tourism and other environmental sites/areas of interpretive value on or near 
Caddo Lake.  

• Define and develop plans for the implementation of innovative marketing, interpretive, 
and educational plans that address obstacles and problems identified by subject matter 
experts (the project Consultants). 

 
Approach 
 
Consultants were identified and contracted to accomplish the objectives.  As a major project 
component, a heritage tourism assets survey was completed of the project area.  The survey 
located and identified natural, cultural, and historic assets.  Please see Appendix:  Attachment 
Two for the complete listings.  The survey included but was not limited to the following: 
   
 Geological features     Steamboat routes                         Plantations 
 Indian villages     Steamboat ports              Cemeteries 
 Indian trails      Ferry locations           Wagon roads 
 Steamboat landings     Water crossings              Oil fields 
 Historic railroads     Pioneer homesteads                        Civil war features 
 Indian burial sites     Ecologically significant features Important people 
 
A survey of existing tourism amenities was conducted in conjunction with the heritage tourism 
survey.  This included existing infrastructure features that support road and water tourism within 
the CLHAEP area such as: lodging establishments on or near Caddo Lake, government 
maintained boat launch ramps open to the public on Caddo Lake,  convenience stores (food, 
restrooms, gasoline, beverages, ice, etc.), and restaurants on or near Caddo Lake.   
Recommendations for technology-based marketing and educational components are discussed 
later in this report. 
 
Global Positioning System (GPS) coordinates were taken of features selected from the completed 
evaluation of the above for inclusion into the Caddo Lake cultural heritage Geographical 
Information System (GIS) data base.  Historic sites and existing tourism infrastructure features 
based on survey analyses were overlaid on an accurate base map.  From this, identification and 
naming of water and road heritage tourism trails were determined and applied as a separate layer.  
 
The method employed to complete the survey was to research archival records and related 
literature that addressed the cultural heritage of the CPHD, CLHD, and BCHD, to coordinate 
with subject matter experts as needed and, to conduct on-site assessment visits of heritage 
tourism assets identified.  Few areas so geographically small have played such a significantly 
important role in the history of their region as was played out in the CLHAEP area.   
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Natural assets were identified and described via surveys of various topographic, meteorological, 
Corps of Engineer, parks and wildlife maps; scientific studies, scientific reports, and other 
related graphical and printed media available to the general public.  Cultural assets were 
identified using some of the same resources as well as driving the primary, secondary, and back 
roads throughout the area through the towns and villages, and collecting information on tourism 
amenities and local governmental services, which are friendly to and expected by the 
heritage/nature tourist.  Special interest was paid to existing Caddo Parish Parks, Caddo Lake 
State Park and its Wildlife Management Area, wildlife refuges at Karnack and at Soda Lake, and 
private lands as potential locations for nature viewing and birding trails.  
 
There has never been a reference work completed by a humanities academician addressing the 
history of north Caddo Parish.  In September of 2007 a captioned pictorial history of north 
Caddo Parish was published for the national audience.  That work and three others were 
completed by local avocational historians beginning in the 1990s who have an abiding interest in 
the cultural defining forces of the area and a desire to educate local and national audiences on 
their findings.  Those works, a 2001 book on navigating Cypress Bayou and the lakes, and many 
historic and contemporary reports were consulted to identify historic assets and to develop 
heritage trails. 
 
Heritage Tourism Assets Survey Results 
 
Please see Attachment 2 for a full listing of heritage assets and other listings, which were 
specified as deliverables in the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement. 
 
Natural Assets 
Louisiana’s motto is “Sportsman’s Paradise” and the entire CLHAEP study area more than 
typifies the meaning of that phrase.  The area’s beautiful water and upland natural features offer 
those who seek natural vistas, and birders, fishermen, recreational boaters and hunters many 
opportunities to enjoy their chosen outdoor activity.  For those who enjoy a scenic drive, a tour 
north of Shreveport along Caddo Parish Hwy. 3049 through the Red River’s flood plain from the 
village of Dixie north beyond Hosston reveals farming crops and activities on land that has been 
used for that purpose for the past 165 years.  A stop along LA Hwy. 538 in Mooringsport 
provides an unforgettable view of Caddo Lake. 
 
Climate and Topography: The area's climate is sub-tropical with hot, humid summers, and mild 
winters. Annual normal rainfall is just less than 50 inches.  The annual high temperature average 
is 76 degrees and the average annual low temperature is 55 degrees.  On average, there are 39 
days during winter when the temperature falls below 32 degrees and 32 days during the summer 
when the high temperature exceeds 95 degrees. 
 
The western part of the project area, BCHD, is characterized by rolling hills incised by Big 
Cypress Bayou and its two major tributaries, Black Cypress and Little Cypress Bayous.  
Outcropping of one of the project area’s two geologic features is visible along the south bank of 
a sharp meander loop at the foot of Line Street in Jefferson.  Here, the valley walls narrow by 84 
percent as compared to the upstream floodplain.  The Rodessa Fault has thrust bedrock beneath 
Jefferson downward and uplifted the valley wall on the south side of the bayou forming a 200 ft. 
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bluff.  CLHD topography is dominated by the near constant elevation of Big Cypress, Kitchen’s 
Creek, and relief.  At Caddo Lake State Park and along the north shoreline of Caddo Lake at 
Potter’s Point, the double-split fault line is again evident.  The eastern part of CPHD is 
dominated by the Red River flood plain.  Faulting separates the flood prone prairie from the 
uplands along Black Bayou where the first cotton plantations were located.  Short tracts of 
historic sloughs and bayous remain and crisscross the floodplain as reminders of when they were 
distributaries of the Red River with some being navigable streams during the steamboat era.  The 
other visible geologic feature of the project area can be found along the bluffs of Twelvemile 
Bayou near the historic landing of Albany where the past deposits of Soda Lake are clearly 
defined.   
 

 
Figure 2:  Soda Lake sedimentary deposits (Photograph courtesy of Jeff Girard) 

 
Coniferous and deciduous trees, shrubs, briars, and other flora populate heavily the rolling hills 
of the western part of the area. The Red River flood plain is characterized by large tracts of 
pecan trees and large farms where cotton, corn, potatoes, sorghum and other produce are grown. 
The approximate 10-mile stretch of Black Bayou from Erwin's Bluff where LA Highway 170 
crosses the bayou to its confluence with Caddo Lake's outflow at Mooringsport was navigated by 
flatboats, keelboats, and steamboats during the 1830 to 1873 time period.  A stated Louisiana use 
of the stream is contact recreational but in 2002 the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
ruled that use to not be supported.  With the proper allocation of resources, this historically used 
stream could possibly be used for canoeing and small boats again.  The 2002 EPA assessment of 
Twelvemile Bayou ruled it fully supported its designated recreational use. 
 
Access to the Red River can be gained at a public boat launch at the foot of the LA Hwy. 2 
Bridge that crosses the river just east of Hosston.  Public access to Black Bayou and Caddo Lake 
is gained at parks as addressed in the cultural assets subject area of this survey.  Public boat 
launch ramps are also maintained in Mooringsport by that town to access Caddo Lake and at 
Caddo Lake State Park and at the south base of the TX Hwy. 43 Bridge by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department.  One public boat launch ramp exists in BCHD.  This facility is at the foot 
of the Polk Street Bridge in Jefferson and is maintained by the City of Jefferson.  
 

Jeffersonian Institute 12



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

Birding, Fishing, Hunting: Birding opportunities abound.  The Owl, Blue Bird, Hawk Blue Jay, 
Cardinal, among others are year-around residents of the area.  In the summer, humming birds and 
Purple Martins are everywhere.  Winter residents include various duck species, geese, finches, 
and sparrows. Transient birds include Orioles, Warblers, and the Bald Eagle.  Primary birding 
opportunities exist at all Parish of Caddo Parks and Recreation Department parks and the Soda 
Lake WMA within CPHD.  One of the main attractions to Caddo Lake is birding.  Tour guides 
report the transport of many tourists along the bayous, sloughs, and backwater areas of CLHD 
for this purpose.  The mission of Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge is preservation and 
maintenance of waterfowl and neo-tropical bird habitat.  As access becomes available to the 
public, Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge will become a major birding destination.  Caddo 
Lake State Park and its WMA offer the public access to over 8,000 acres of prime wildlife 
habitat.  Birding opportunities in the western district are limited to observations from watercraft 
along Big Cypress Bayou and viewing areas that may be offered by private landowners as a 
result of future work of this project.           
 
All bodies of water in the area are excellent fisheries.  From late spring until late fall, Black 
Bayou becomes heavily infested with aquatic vegetation severely limiting its use as a fishery. 
Game fish in the sunfish family that are readily caught in the area's water features includes black, 
white, spotted, and striped bass, white crappie, blue gill, red ear and other small perch; flathead, 
blue and channel catfish; chain pickerel, buffalo, and drum. 
 
For the hunter, the opportunities are many and as varied as the methods that can be employed to 
harvest game.  Among the weapons allowed to be used are the hand gun, rifle, shotgun, black 
powder, bow and arrow, and falconry.  Migratory fowl game includes the Mourning Dove, Wood 
Cock, Teal, Rails, Snipe, geese and ducks.  Resident species include the dove and turkey.  
Resident small game includes the squirrel and rabbit.  Perhaps the favorite resident game of the 
area is the White Tailed Deer and the species is plentiful.  Purchasing the proper state licenses is 
the passport to an enjoyable sporting activity for the fisherman and the hunter of water and 
upland birds and upland game. 
 
Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area:  Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area is located in 
Caddo Parish about 15 miles north of Shreveport, approximately one mile east of Louisiana 
Highway 1.  Access into the area at the southern end is gained from LA Hwy. 173 on the west 
side of Twelve Mile Bayou and at the northern end from LA Hwy. 169 on the east of Twelve 
Mile Bayou.  Access in the area is limited to walk-in and bicycles only. 
 
Soda Lake is comprised of 2,500 acres owned by the Caddo Parish Levee District and the U.S. 
Corps of Engineers and leased to the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  The lower 
elevation habitat is broken woodland consisting of willow, cottonwood, ash, hackberry and over 
cup oak.  The under story is very sparse containing rattan, pepper vine, dewberry, and saw briars.  
Open areas support wild millet, smartweed and several species of grasses. 
 
The western edge of the area supports a diverse, old growth forest. Approximately 35 acres in 
size, a unique, natural, upland plant community of shortleaf pine, oak and hickory.  Dominant 
species include shortleaf pine, sweet gum, white, post, cherry bark, shumard, and cow oaks.  The 
dominant trees are estimated to be 100 to 130 years old. 
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Soda Lake WMA is managed primarily as a refuge for migrant waterfowl and songbirds.  
However, Soda Lake WMA also provides year around habitat for a diverse population of 
resident songbirds, game and non-game mammals and insects.  A series of moist soils 
impoundments is maintained to provide excellent waterfowl and bird watching opportunities. 
 
White-tailed deer hunting opportunities are provided through an archery-only season. The area is 
a noted year around bird and wildlife viewing area.  Camping is not available in the area. 

Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge:  The U.S. Army transferred 5,800 acres to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service for the creation of the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge on October 13, 
2000.  The refuge is designed to protect one of the highest quality old-growth bottomland 
hardwood forests in the southeastern United States.  The hardwood forest lies along Harrison 
Bayou, and the associated wetlands are located along the shoreline of Caddo Lake. These 
wetlands are listed as a ‘‘Wetland of International Importance’’ under the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands and is one of only 22 such designated areas in the United States.  The establishment of 
this refuge ensures the conservation and protection of the migratory and resident waterfowl and 
neo-tropical migratory birds associated with these wetlands.  Studies have listed up to 224 
species of birds, 22 species of amphibians, 46 species of reptiles, and 93 species of fish in this 
area.  A total of 23 animal species of concern are located or potentially located on the refuge and 
adjacent Caddo Lake. They include seven species of fish, six species of reptiles, six species of 
birds and four species of mammals. Two species are federally listed under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

Caddo Lake State Park:  In 1933, Mr. T. J. Taylor, several local institutions, and other land 
donors contributed property for the development of the first National Park Service-supervised 
state park in Texas.  Utilizing the NPS natural design style, CCC Companies 889 and 857 
developed Caddo Lake State Park between 1933 and 1937.  Activities enjoyed include camping, 
hiking, swimming, picnicking, nature study, fishing, and boating.  There are canoe rentals in the 
park, Jon boat with motor rentals outside the park, and pontoon boat tours daily.  

In 1992 Texas Parks and Wildlife purchased 8005 acres of swampland that is now Caddo Lake 
State Park/WMA.  The next year Caddo Lake was selected as "a wetland of international 
importance, especially as waterfowl habitat.”  The WMA contains a permanently flooded bald 
cypress swamp and seasonally flooded bottomland hardwoods. Islands in the lake make up most 
of the land mass. The rest of the WMA is uplands forested with pine, oak and hickory trees.  
Fishing, trapping and public hunting of white-tailed deer, feral hog, waterfowl, dove, other 
migratory game birds, squirrel, quail, rabbits, hares, predators, furbearers and frogs is permitted.  
Primitive overnight camping is available.  Outdoor recreational opportunities include wildlife 
viewing, hiking, bicycling, and horseback riding.  Bicycling and horseback riding are permitted 
on designated roads/trails.  The northeastern portion of this area is being considered for new eco-
friendly camping and interpretive activities associated with Phase 3 CLHAEP work. 
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Figure 3:  CCC cabin at Caddo Lake State Park 

 
Cultural Assets 
 
Populated Communities and Tourism Amenities: 
Vivian:  Incorporated in 1912 as a town, its town site was developed and marketed by a 
subsidiary of the Kansas City Southern Railroad in 1896.  Vivian was the business hub of the 
north Caddo Parish petroleum boom era of 1905 to 1945.  Vivian's population in the 2000 census 
was listed at 4031. Vivian's park area includes a public swimming pool, ball fields, rodeo arena, 
and a community center that can be used for group meetings.  Located in Vivian are a motel, a 
25-bed hospital with a 24/7 emergency room, dental and veterinarian services, two banks with 
ATMs, police force, fire station, three convenience stores with one operating 24/7, two grocery 
markets, two dollar stores, a Wal-Mart Store, seven restaurants, a radio station, a weekly 
newspaper, nine churches, five beauty parlors, two barber shops, two car washes, an auto parts 
store, five automobile repair and maintenance shops, a hardware store, a feed and seed store, two 
resale shops, a wholesale arts and crafts materials company, and a post office.  Located 2 miles 
south of Vivian is a 24/7 travel center offering fuel, fishing bait, a convenience store, a 
restaurant, and a bar with poker gambling machines. 
 
Oil City:  Incorporated as a town in 1958, Oil City sprang into being in 1905 as an oil boom 
town when the discovery oil well of the Caddo Pine Island Oil Field was completed there.  The 
town continues as the center of the petroleum industry in the area.  The 2000 census listed 1219 
residents.  Oil City is the home of the Louisiana State Oil and Gas Museum.  Located in Oil City 
are three churches, two convenience stores with one operating 24/7, a tobacco store, one bank 
with ATM, a medical clinic, and two restaurants.  The Town is located less than 1 mile from 
Caddo Lake. 
 
Mooringsport:  Mooringsport was incorporated as a town in 1927 and is located on a bluff that 
provides a breathtaking view of Caddo Lake.  Mooringsport is the oldest continuously populated 
community in north Caddo Parish dating back to about 1837 when Timothy Mooring established 
his homestead there just south of Caddo Lake.  Mooring began operating a ferry service across 
Caddo Lake in the early 1840s and his landing evolved into a steamboat port and became known 
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as Mooring's Port.  There were 833 people enumerated there during the 2000 census.  
Mooringsport offers the traveler 2 automobile service stations, a general store, church services, 
and a restaurant. 
 

Figure 4:  Caddo Lake Baptism at Mooringsport in 1916 
 
Hosston:  In 1898, as the Texarkana, Shreveport and Natchez (TS&N) Railroad built its line 
south into the area it bought and bartered for land and built depots and flag stations at selected 
locations.  The village of Hosston grew around the depot and post office that was constructed on 
property that had belonged to the Hoss family.  Hosston was incorporated as a village in 1968.  
Hosston has always been an agricultural community and experienced growth during the oil boom 
era.  The 2000 population of Hosston was 387.  Located in Hosston are churches, a convenience 
store and a post office. 
 
Rodessa:  Shortly after the Kansas City Pittsburg and Gulf Railroad (KCP&G) constructed its 
line into the area in 1895 a community began to grow around where the railroad crossed the 
Shreveport to Lewisville Road.  A post office was opened there in a grocery store in 1896. Since 
a post office required a name, the community called it Rodessa, after, so the story goes, a 
railroad official's daughter.  In 1935 Rodessa experienced a 10-year period of growth when the 
discovery oil well was completed there in the Rodessa Oil Field and by 1940 the village's 
population was estimated at 8000. A railroad depot was built there in 1936.  The village was 
incorporated in 1967.  In 2000 Rodessa's population was 307.  Located in Rodessa are churches, 
a convenience store and a post office. 
 
Belcher:  In 1899 when the TS&N built its railroad through the area, people who had lived nearer 
the river began to move adjacent to the railroad line.  As growth ensued people named their 
community Horseshoe after the adjacent bayou.  In 1900 a post office was opened in one of the 
homes and the community renamed the location Belcher after the majority land owner who had 
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sold land to the railroad.  Belcher has always been a small farming community. Located in 
Belcher are beautiful old homes, churches, a convenience store, and an automobile repair shop. 
The 2000 census listed 272 residents of the village. 
 
Ida:  In 1899 J.R. Chandler sold 8 1/2 acres of land to the TS&N railroad for a right-of-way 
across his property.  In 1897 Chandler opened a post office in his store adjacent to the railroad 
and named it Ida after his daughter.  In 1905 the TS&N built a depot near the store and Ida 
prospered.  Ida experienced growth during the Rodessa oil boom of the 1930s and 40s but has 
always been and remains a farming community.  The population of Ida in the 2000 census was 
258.  Churches, a general store, convenience store and a post office are located in Ida. 

Figure 5:  Evans House built ca 1870 near Ida 
 
Gilliam:  In 1898 the TS&N Railroad needed to cross about one mile of property belonging to 
James Gilliam.  The railroad got its right-of-way in exchange for constructing and maintaining a 
depot on the property naming it Gilliam.  In 1900 a post office was opened there.  Gilliam 
remains a farming community and located there is one of the few remaining cotton gins in the 
region.  The 2000 census enumerated 178 residents in Gilliam.  Located in Gilliam are a general 
store, three restaurants, a post office, and the Crossroads Museum inside a branch of the Shreve 
Memorial Library. 
. 
The greatest separation distance between any two adjacent communities in north Caddo Parish is 
less than 10 miles.  At the widest, Caddo Prairie is only about 15 miles across.  The drive from 
just north of Shreveport to the Three States area along LA Hwy. 1 or to Ida along US Hwy. 71 is 
less than 40 miles. 
 
Uncertain:  Uncertain is an incorporated community on the shores of Caddo Lake seventeen 
miles northeast of Marshall in northeastern Harrison County.  The site was once known as 
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Uncertain Landing, so named, according to one local tradition, because of the difficulty 
steamboat captains in earlier days had in mooring their vessels there.  Another tradition has it 
that the town name came from the uncertainty that residents had about their citizenship before 
the boundary between the United States and the Republic of Texas had been established.  The 
latter uncertainty was a substantial benefit to residents who did not like paying taxes.  In the 
early 1900s, the site included a hunting, fishing, and boating society called the Uncertain Club.  
During the 1940s, the community had scattered dwellings, a sawmill, several camping lodges, 
and some five other businesses.   In a bid to promote tourism by providing an area with legal 
alcohol consumption, the community was incorporated as Uncertain in 1961.  That year many of 
its 213 citizens were fishing-camp operators.  The population of Uncertain was estimated at 189 
in 1988, and the town limits were irregularly shaped, as they were designed to include most of 
the restaurants and fishing camps along that part of the Caddo Lake shoreline.  Beer Smith's 
Caddo Lake Airport, known as the Fly and Fish, also lay within the boundaries of the 
community.  In 1990, the population of Uncertain was 194. The population was 150 in 2000. 
 
Except for Jefferson and the gateway cities of Shreveport and Marshall, Uncertain is the only 
municipality leveraged to support heritage tourism in the Caddo Lake area.  Over 20 Bed and 
Breakfast establishments with approximately 75 beds offer overnight and extended lodging.  
There are over a dozen fishing and tour guides for hire, three private marinas, and four 
grocery/convenience stores in the area.  Currently, however, only two restaurants are open for 
business. 
 
Karnack:  Karnack is at the intersection of TX FM 134 and 449, on the Louisiana and Arkansas 
Railway near Caddo Lake in northeastern Harrison County.  Its name reportedly derived from 
the supposition that its distance from Port Caddo (the northeastern port of entry for the Republic 
of Texas) was the same as that of Karnack from Thebes in ancient Egypt.  In 1898, a post office 
opened at Karnack and the community shipped cotton and other commodities.  Caddo Lake 
oilfields began producing in 1906.  By 1915, the community had a population of 100, a general 
store operated by T.J. Taylor, and a gristmill and cotton gin owned by W. H. Wurtzburger.  In 
1927, Karnack's population was estimated at 400.  In 1989, Karnack had twelve businesses, and 
in 1990 it reported 775 residents.  The population remained unchanged in 2000.  Lady Bird 
Johnson's childhood home, a two-story, white-brick house from the era of antebellum Texas, is at 
a site 2½ miles southwest of town on TX Hwy. 43.  Karnack became known from 1989 to 1991 
because of the destruction of Pershing IA and II missiles at Longhorn Army Ammunition Plant 
there.  There are currently no businesses associated with the support of heritage tourism.  The 
Caddo Lake State Park and WMA is very near, located between Karnack and Uncertain.  When 
the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge opens to the public, Karnack will have a world-class 
heritage and nature tourism destination.  Entrepreneurship opportunities will increase 
significantly at that time. 
 
Leigh:  Leigh, also known as Antioch, is at the intersection of TX FM 134 and 1999, fourteen 
miles northeast of Marshall in northeastern Harrison County.  The community is on a site said to 
have been the location of a large Indian village.  In the early 1840s, J. J. Webster built a 
plantation home, Mimosa Hall, a mile southwest of the site; Webster's descendents occupied the 
house until 1984, when the property was sold.  The community of Antioch, which had a 
predominantly black population, was founded before 1900 and was centered around the Antioch 
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Baptist Church.  In 1900, the forerunner of the Louisiana and Arkansas Railway built through 
Antioch, and Rev. James Patterson built a restaurant and a general store on land adjoining the 
railroad.  Residents of Blocker, three miles to the northeast, moved to the railroad community.  
Antioch was renamed Leigh in 1901, after the wife of John W. Furrh, who owned much of the 
land on the railroad, and that same year the Leigh post office opened.  In 1904, Leigh had one 
school with five white students and four schools with 297 black students.  By 1914, the 
community had a population of fifty, three general stores, two cotton gins, a drugstore, a 
blacksmith shop, and telephone service.  After attaining a peak population of 126 in the 1920s, 
Leigh declined to 100 in 1930, when it had a church, two schools, and three businesses.  The 
railroad was rerouted to the north in the 1950s.  By 1978, Leigh had two churches (St. Paul's 
Episcopal and Antioch Baptist), a community center, the Antioch Cemetery, and a number of 
dwellings.  
 
Jonesville:  Jonesville, also known as Border and Concord, is on the Union Pacific Railroad and 
TX FM 134 sixteen miles east of Marshall in southeastern Harrison County.  The community 
was first called Border, presumably because of its proximity to Louisiana, and probably was 
established in the mid-1840s.  The Border post office operated from 1847 to 1849, when the 
name of the community was changed to Jonesville, after William Jones, who opened a trading 
post that evolved into the T.C. Lindsey General Store, which has continuously operated to the 
present day.  Concord, a community one mile west of the old Border-Jonesville site and one mile 
north of the current community of Jonesville, had a post office of its own from 1850 to 1855 and 
a wooden building that served as an Episcopal church.  A Masonic lodge was erected on the site 
on land donated by Spencer Wadlington in 1853.  The community apparently merged into 
Jonesville and in 1988 only a cemetery and a historical marker were at the former site of 
Concord.  
 
In 1868, the Jonesville settlement was moved a mile south to be on what was then the Southern 
Pacific Railroad.  By 1884, the community had a population of sixty, a steam gristmill-cotton 
gin, and two general stores.  The town shipped cotton.  By 1892, the population had grown to an 
estimated 275, and Jonesville had Baptist and Methodist churches and a saloon.  In 1904, the 
school district included two schools serving thirty-five white students and three schools serving 
223 black students. Thereafter, the community began a slow decline; its population had fallen to 
about 150 by 1933.  The population was estimated at twenty-eight in 1990 and the community 
reported two businesses. 
 

Jeffersonian Institute 19



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

 
  Figure 6:  The last operating cotton gin in Harrison County (ca 1929) 
 
Scottsville:  Scottsville, on Farm roads 1998 and 2199, four miles east of Marshall in east central 
Harrison County, was named after its founder, William Thomas Scott, who moved to Texas from 
Louisiana in 1840.  Scott's slaves built his lavish plantation home, reputedly identical to 
Jefferson Davis's Mississippi mansion in 1840.  Scottsville's white school children attended 
classes in the small schoolhouse that Scott had built; it was staffed with the Scott family 
governess.  The Scotts also established the first church in the community, a Methodist 
congregation.  During the Civil War, the Scott plantation provided provisions for Confederate 
troops.  On August 4, 1869, Scottsville was granted a post office.  Scottsville still has its post 
office, is an incorporated community, and reported a population of 263 in 2000. 

Jefferson:  Jefferson, the county seat of Marion County, is at the junction of US Hwy. 59 and TX 
Hwy. 49, on Big Cypress Bayou upstream of Caddo Lake in the south central portion of the 
county.  It was named for Thomas Jefferson when it was founded in the early 1840s by Allen 
Urquhart and Daniel Alley.  In the late 1830s, Urquhart, who immigrated to Texas from North 
Carolina, received a headright on a bend in the creek; he laid out a town site there around 1842.  
Alley obtained a 586-acre parcel adjacent to Urquhart's survey and laid out additional streets that 
became known as Alley's Addition about the same time.  In contrast to most other town planners 
of the time who arranged their plans around a central square, Urquhart laid out the town along 
Big Cypress Bayou, with its streets running at right angles to the bayou.  Alley's streets, on the 
other hand, followed the points of the compass.  The intersection of the two plans gave the town 
its distinctive V-shaped layout.  As the westernmost outpost for navigation on the Red River, 
Jefferson quickly developed into an important river port.  The first steamboat, the Llama, 
reached Jefferson in late 1843 or early 1844.  A post office was established in 1846, and the town 
was incorporated in March 20, 1848, though because of various delays a city charter was not 
adopted until 1850.   

During the late 1840s, efforts were made to clear Big Cypress Bayou for navigation. Within a 
few years, steamboats were regularly making the trip from Shreveport and New Orleans, 
transporting cotton and other produce downstream and returning with supplies and manufactured 
goods, including materials and furnishings for many of the early homes.  By the late 1840s, 
Jefferson had emerged as the leading commercial and distribution center of Northeast Texas and 
the state's leading inland port. 
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Two events occurred that eventually spelled the end of Jefferson's importance.  The first was 
destruction of the Red River raft.  In November of 1873, nitroglycerin charges were used to 
remove the last portion of the raft.  The demolition of the raft reopened the main course of the 
river, but significantly lowered the water level of the surrounding lakes and streams making the 
trip to Jefferson difficult, particularly in times of drought.  Even more important to Jefferson's 
decline was the completion of the Texas and Pacific Railway from Texarkana to Marshall, which 
bypassed Jefferson.  Although another line of the Texas and Pacific reached Jefferson the 
following year, the development of rail commerce and the rise of Marshall, Dallas, and other 
important rail cities brought an end to Jefferson's golden age as a commercial and shipping 
center.  Though efforts were made in later years to raise the water level on the Big Cypress, the 
railroads soon displaced the riverboats, and with them Jefferson. 

 
Figure 7:  Brosius’ Bird’s Eye View of Jefferson in 1872 

 
Museums   
Four well established cultural museums exist within the greater Caddo Lake Area.  The 
Louisiana State Oil and Gas Museum in Oil City is the flagship and only example of a large, 
state supported research and interpretive institution.  Marshall’s Harrison County Historical 
Museum and the Jefferson Historical Museum in Jefferson account for the other financially 
sound history centers.  The Michelson Art Museum in Marshall presents quality visual art 
appreciation opportunities.  Marshall’s newest museum, the Texas and Pacific Depot Museum is 
finding its way as a resource for quality interpretation of the historic railroad industry.  Marshall 
also has the Starr Family Historical Home, which is a State Historical Park now being 
maintained and operated by the Texas Historical Commission. 
 
Three smaller museums in CPHD primarily interpret the upland south culture.  The Crossroads 
Museum in Gilliam also presents a smattering of Native American artifacts from the Mounds 
Plantation and samples from a private collection of undetermined origin.  The Crossroads 
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Museum shares space with a branch of the Shreve Memorial Library and is operated by local 
volunteers of the Red River Historical Association.  The Vivian Railroad Station Museum 
displays relics of the upland south culture at the old rail depot in downtown Vivian.  This 
museum’s large set of historic plantation materials is rarely viewable due to dependence on 
appropriations from the City of Vivian.  The Mini Museum at Mooringsport has promising 
potential and noteworthy displays, but is operated by volunteers and is sporadically open to the 
public for the same reason.  Phase 1 work has identified the funding and operation limitations of 
the three smaller CPHD museums as a priority for Phase 2 and Phase 3 work. 
 

 
Figure 8:  The Shreve Memorial Library branch housing Gilliam’s Crossroads Museum 

 
Transportation Infrastructure: 
There are no public transportation assets in the CLHAEP area. 
 
Vivian has a general aviation airport with a 75x3000 foot asphalt runway and there are grass air 
strips adjacent to both Hosston and Oil City.  Cypress River Airport, which is 3 miles east of 
Jefferson, has a 3200x60 foot asphalt runway with edge lights and a navigation beacon.     
 
CPHD has an extensive and well maintained network of state and parish highways.  CLHD and 
BCHD have a high quality US highway and many quality TX highways, but the county roads in 
many instances go from blacktop to gravel and then dirt.  Primary and secondary roads 
containing possible interpretive features are addressed.  There are many East-West and North-
South roads that connect among those many listed. 
 
CPHD North - South Highways: LA Highway 1 enters the parish at 3-states (where LA, AR, and 
TX meet) and traverses the western side of the district through Rodessa, Myrtis, Vivian, Oil City 
and South on to Shreveport. 
 
US Highway 71 enters the parish from Arkansas and traverses the rolling hills of the eastern side 
of the area through Ida, Mira, Hosston, and then enters the Red River flood plain and passes to 
the West of Gilliam, Belcher, and Dixie and South on to Shreveport. 
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Caddo Parish (CP) Highway 3049 enters the Red River flood plain from Shreveport in the south 
and leads north through Dixie, Belcher and Gilliam.  The road continuing north from there is the 
Gilliam-Scotts Slough (Caddo Parish 23) and passes just East of Hosston, crosses LA 2 and ends 
at its intersection with the Ida-Missionary Road.  From there, the road leads north to the 
Arkansas state line or to the northwest into Ida. 
 
LA Highway 169 leads from Mooringsport South to Greenwood.  LA Highway 538 begins at LA 
Highway 1 just north of Oil City and leads south through Oil City, Mooringsport, and further 
south to Shreveport.  
 
An unimproved road begins at Monterey on the LA-TX state line and leads north along the state 
line to its intersection with CP 154, and from that point North for about 4 miles it is asphalt 
surfaced and known as CP 105 or the Cass County Road. 
 
CPHD East - West Highways (beginning at AR state line and working south):  LA Highway 168 
begins in Texas as CR 4561 and heads east through Rodessa and on to Ida at its intersection with 
US 71. 
 
The Mira-Myrtis Road, CP 162, begins at the TX state line and leads east to LA Hwy. 1.  From 
there to Mira at its intersection with US 71 the road is referred to as CP 16. 
 
LA Highway 2 begins at the TX state line and leads east through Trees City, Vivian, and 
Hosston, and exits the area to the east at the Red River Bridge.  LA Hwy. 2 is Hwy. 49 in Texas.  
It enters from the west and leads through the northern portions of BCHD and CLHD becoming 
LA Hwy. 2 at the state line.  
 
LA Hwy. 170 begins at the TX state line and leads east into Vivian and continues to the 
southeast to its intersection with US 71 at Gilliam.  LA Hwy. 170 passes through Erwin’s Bluff 
and crosses Black Bayou at Sewell’s Canal with the historic Indian Agency and Quapaw village 
locations nearby.  
 
CP 530 begins at LA Hwy. 538 just north of Oil City and leads east crossing US 71 and 
terminating at Belcher. 
 
LA Hwy. 169 continues from Mooringsport, but now heading east, to its intersection with US 71 
just north of Dixie. 
 
CP 130, the Mooringsport Latex Road, is TX FM 1999 and becomes CP 130 at the TX state line.  
It leads east to its intersection with LA Highway 169 south of Mooringsport. 
 
LA Highway 173, from its intersection with LA Highway 538, leads northeast, crosses both LA 
Hwy. 1 and US 71, and terminates at its intersection with CP 3049 at Dixie. 
 
CLHD North – South Highways:  TX Hwy. 43 is the western boundary of the district.  It enters 
from Cass County and leads south passing through Smithland and the TX Hwy. 49 intersection, 
intersects the historic Potter Trace, crosses Big Cypress Bayou, crosses FM 134, skirts Karnack 
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and heads southwest to Marshall.  It intersects the historic Old Port Caddo Road, a Harrison 
County road twice-once near Karnack and again between Karnack and Marshall. 
 
TX FM 9 originates in Waskom and heads north crossing FM 1999 and terminates at Long Point 
on the south shoreline of Caddo Lake where there is no public access to Caddo Lake. 
 
TX FM 727 starts at TX Hwy. 49 at Gray and leads directly south through the original Robert 
Potter headright to Potter’s Point and Caddo Lake Estates where it ends.  It provides access to the 
Potter home site and one of the few vistas of the lake in CLHD. 
 
TX FM 134 on the south side of Caddo Lake heads south from Karnack, bends southwest, passes 
an historic cemetery and plantation homes marked by the Harrison County Historical 
Commission, passes through historic Jonesville and by the T.C. Lindsey store, and terminates 
just north of Interstate 20 at its junction with US Hwy. 80. 
 
CLHD East – West Highways:  MC 3306 is offset from TX Hwy. 49 by MC 3303 two miles 
west of the TX Hwy. 43/49 intersection at Smithland.  MC 3303 connects to MC 3306-1.2 miles 
north of TX Hwy. 49.  In the 7.3 miles traversed by MC 3306, it passes over 2.4 miles of the 
exact track of the historic Black Bayou Lumber Company tramway, passes over, goes by an 
feature that may prove to be Ames’ historic store, heads to a vista where Timber Hill, and 
Monterey may be viewed, and connects to MC 3314, which travels south to the historic port of 
Monterey. 
 

    
Figure 9:  Dangerous, 10 ft wide bridge along historic logging tramway on MC 3306 

        
TX Hwy. 49 enters the district from the west at Smithland and continues to the LA state line 
where it becomes LA Hwy. 2.   
 
TX FM 2198 begins at the intersection of TX Hwy. 43 and FM 134 and travels east past Caddo 
Lake State Park, Pine Island Road (MC 2413), and terminates at Uncertain. 
 
TX FM 1999 originates at the TX FM 134 intersection at Leigh, heads due east to the LA state 
line where it becomes CP 130 in Louisiana. 
 
BCHD North – South Highways:  Primary access to the district is via US 59 and TX Hwy. 43.  
Jefferson is connected to Cass County on the north and Marshall to the south by US 59.  TX 
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Hwy. 43 links Cass County to the north with Smithland, Uncertain-Karnack, and Marshall to the 
southwest.   
 
BCHD East – West Highways:  TX Hwy. 49 enters the district from the west, passes through 
Jefferson, and heads east to Smithland where it crosses TX Hwy. 43.  It provides access to 
historic assets via MC 4012-4013 on its north, and MC 3212 to the south.   
 
TX FM 805 provides spur linkage between TX Hwy. 49 and TX Hwy. 43 on the eastern edge of 
BCHD. 
 
TX FM 134 originates in Jefferson and flanks Big Cypress Bayou to the south where it intersects 
TX Hwy. 43 near Uncertain-Karnack.  It passes old Tuscumbia Crossing at Little Cypress Bayou 
and the historic port of Benton and the early village of (W)Ray’s Bluff as it heads east toward 
Caddo Lake. 
 
HC 2116, the Old Port Caddo Road, leads southwest from TX. Hwy. 43 near Karnack and 
connects back to TX Hwy. 43 between Karnack and Marshall. 
 
US Hwy. 80 runs parallel to Interstate 20 on its north side connecting Marshall with historic 
assets at Scottsville and, via TX FM 134, Jonesville. 
 

   
Figure 10:  The historic T.C. Lindsey General Store in Jonesville 

         
Public Parks: 
Noah Tyson Park on Black Bayou: A 9-acre park located near Rodessa with boat ramp and dock, 
a family pavilion with restrooms, playground equipment, and picnic tables with grills. 
 
Robert A. Nance Park on Black Bayou: A 20-acre park located at Hosston with boat ramp and 
dock, restrooms, playground equipment, and picnic tables with grills. 
 
Earl G. Williamson Park on Caddo Lake: A 40-acre park providing a boat ramp and dock, a 450-
foot fishing pier, paved parking areas, restrooms with showers, RV camper hookups, areas for 
tent camping, extensive picnic facilities, two playgrounds, volleyball nets, a lighted ball field, 
lighted tennis courts, and a swimming area. A park ranger lives on the premises and provides 
security and some maintenance. 
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Horace M. Downs at Caddo Lake Dam: An 8.5-acre park with picnic tables, grills, and a portable 
toilet 
 
Walter B. Jacobs Memorial Nature Park:  Located three miles west of Blanchard, the 160 acre 
nature park contains a pine-oak-hickory forest accessible by five miles of nature trails. The park 
has an interpretive building, a pavilion with restrooms, a handicapped-accessible trail, and 
several naturalists who provide information and interpretation to park visitors. Nature oriented 
programs are available on an appointment basis. 
 
Admission to all parish parks is free; a fee is charged for RV hookups at Williamson Park. 
 

 
Figure 11:  Walter B. Jacobs Memorial Nature Park Interpretive Center 

Caddo Lake State Park and WMA:  Activities enjoyed at Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
managed properties include camping, hiking, swimming, picnicking, nature study, fishing, and 
boating.  There are canoe rentals in the park, Jon boat with motor rentals outside the park, and 
pontoon boat tours daily.  WMA access is by boat and unimproved roads.  Special permits 
provide for primitive camping and hunting/trapping in the bald cypress swamp and seasonally 
flooded bottomland hardwoods.  Other recreational opportunities include wildlife viewing and 
photography, hiking, bicycling, and horseback riding.  Bicycling and horseback riding are 
permitted on designated roads/trails.  The northeastern portion of this area is being considered 
for new eco-friendly camping and interpretive activities associated with Phase 2 and Phase 3 
CLHAEP work. 

Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge:  This U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service managed property is 
currently being developed to protect one of the highest quality old-growth bottomland hardwood 
forests in the southeastern United States.  The 224 species of native and neo-tropical migrant 
birds, 22 species of amphibians, 46 species of reptiles, and the rich assemblage of mammals thus 
far identified on refuge property will present world-class nature tourism and educational 
opportunities to the public.  Hiking, horseback riding, nature viewing/photography, and birding 
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will be made available to the public via an existing road network and newly developed trails 
system.  Overnight camping is not allowed within the National Refuge System.  Phase 2 and 
Phase 3 work of the CLHAEP will include planning and assistance with TPWD and USFWS 
officials for the design, construction, and joint operation of a major, new interpretive center 
located adjacent to the respective state and federal holdings.  The interpretive focus is anticipated 
to include the Caddo Indian Culture, the story of Port Caddo, and wetlands ecosystem research 
and management practices. 

Annual Festivals and Other Tourist Participation Events: 
ArkLaTex Raceway - Weekends - Spring to Fall - Vivian 
Boomtown Festival – June – Rodessa 
Caddo Lake Floating Christmas Parade – December – Uncertain 
Candlelight Tour of Homes – November, December - Jefferson  
Christmas on Caddo - December - Caddo Lake - Oil City 
Fall Festival – October – Mooringsport 
Fire Ant Festival – October - Marshall 
4th of July Celebration – early July - Jefferson 
Gusher Days - early Fall - Oil City 
Holiday Trail of Lights – November, December - Jefferson 
Mardi Gras Upriver - early February – Jefferson 
Music Fest – June – Jefferson 
Pilgrimage and Civil War Reenactment (Battle of Jefferson) – May - Jefferson 
Quilt Show – January - Jefferson 
Redbud Festival - March - Vivian 
Red River Raceway - Weekends - Spring to Fall - Gilliam 
Stagecoach Days - May – Marshall 
Wonderland of Lights – November, December - Marshall 
Sunflower Trail and Festival - June - Dixie, Belcher, Gilliam, Hosston, Ida 
 
Oil Fields: 
Caddo Pine Island - Caddo Lake and Pine Island Region 
Hosston - Hosston, Black Bayou, and West of Village 
Lodi – Kitchen Creek/Bear Creek area between TX Hwy. 49 and Cass County 
Rodessa - Rodessa centered swath about 4 miles wide oriented from NE to SW extending 
 from AR into Marion County TX 
Vickie Lynn – West of Jefferson between TX Hwy. 49 and TX FM 2208 
Vivian - South, Black Bayou, and East of Town 
Woodlawn – TX Hwy. 49 south to Woodlawn between Smithland and Jefferson 
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Figure 12:  Wooden oil well platform on Caddo Lake (ca 1920) 
 
Cemeteries in CPHD: 
Antioch, Black Bayou, Burk-Hart, Centerville/Rowland, Ebenezer Church, Evans-Richie, Evans 
Field, Gateway, George, Hale Memorial, Harrell-Harrison, Hobbs, Hoss, Hosston, Lake View, 
Lake Zion, Line Creek, McLemore, Memorial Gardens, Monterey, Mooring Family, 
Mooringsport, Mt. Gilead, Munnerlyn, New Hope, New Zion, Paradise Church, Pleasant Grove, 
Raines Lease, Rives, Shiloh Church, Star Chapel, St. John, St. Paul Mooringsport, St. Paul Dixie, 
Slaughter, Stevens, Stewart-Bonham, Teat, Tyson, Union Chapel, Pine Park 
 

 
Figure 13:  The Huddie Ledbetter grave at the Shiloh Church Cemetery 
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Cemeteries in CLHD: 
Antioch, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Core African-American, Core, Denson, Gray Community, 

ld Monterey, Potter, Rives Family, Stallcup Family, Wilkinson-Moseley Family O
 
Cemeteries in BCHD:  Browning, Concord, Douglas Christian Church, Frazier Family, Judea, 
Mimosa-Hall, Missionary Baptist Church, Rand Family, Savannah, Scottsville/Youree Chapel, 

aylor Family, Trinity Church   

istoric Assets 

that 
itional contexts 

ould be defined as information is developed for noncompliant themes.   

The historic assets survey results are extensive a mmarized here.   
 

T
 
H
 
Louisiana's Division of Historic Preservation (DHP) in the Department of Culture, Recreation, 
and Tourism has developed a set of historic contexts within which historic people, places, and 
things can be grouped when conducting an historic preservation program.  One example of 
would be this survey effort to identify, locate, and mark historic sites.  Add
sh
 

nd will be su

Historic Sites 
The Prehistoric and Historic Contact context contains a listing of 14 historic sites.  Listed are 
four Caddo Native American group and individual burial sites, three village location sites, the
location of the Caddo Prairie Indian Agency, and the location of the ferry crossing of Caddo 
Lake where the Indian Agency reimbursed the operator to move Caddos and agency personnel

 

 
cross the lake.  Four Coushatta village locations are identified as is one Quapaw village site. 

PHD:

 
s = 1 

 
BCHD:  Coushatta village sites = 1 

s 

 
30 

 
Bayou.  Some were heading for the upper Red River trade and the others were probably on their 

a
 
 C   Caddo village sites = 2 
    Caddo burial sites = 4 
    Coushatta village sites = 2
    Quapaw village site
    Indian Agency = 1 
    Ferry Crossing = 1 
 CLHD:  Caddo village sites = 1 
    Coushatta village sites = 1  
 
 
Thirty historic Steamboat Transportation context related sites are listed.  The steamboat ports of 
Monterey (1848 – 1878), Mooringsport (1842 – 1905), Port Caddo (1838 – 1877), Benton (1841 
– early 1900s), Smithland (1839 – 1890s), and Jefferson (1844 – 1905) together with 12 landing
on Caddo Lake, two along the Caddo Prairie Red River Raft Bypass at Erwin’s Bluff on Black 
Bayou and Hale’s wood yard on Kelly Bayou, seven along the Red River, one along Big Cypress
Bayou, the 1869 Mittie Stephens steamboat wreck on Caddo Lake, and the location of the 18
canal connecting Black and Red Bayous that enabled the bypass of the river log raft.  Some 
twenty-seven steamboat wrecks have been tallied by various researchers as having occurred in 
the waters of the project area.  Seven were recorded in Twelve Mile Bayou, twelve in Soda Lake, 
two in Willow Pass, two in Black and Red Bayous, four in Caddo Lake, and eight in Big Cypress
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way to Jefferson.  Most were completely or partially recovered and only a few were completely 
lost. 
 
 CPHD:  Steamboat ports = 1  
    Steamboat landings = 4 
    Steamboat landings (Red River) = 7 
 CLHD:  Steamboat ports = 2 
    Steamboat landings = 10 
 BCHD:  Steamboat ports = 3 
    Steamboat landings = 1 
 
There are five logging historic Railroad Transportation related assets identified.  They were all 
located within the northern part of the project area during the 1880s to 1920s when the dominant 
industry was timber.  One was located at the historic Zylks location and went northwest just into 
Texas.  Another, the Black Bayou Railroad Company, was at historic Myrtis and went southwest 
into Texas and two originated in Texas.  One originated in Atlanta, Texas and made its way 
through Arkansas and ended near the historic village of Frog Level and the other, the Gate City, 
originated in Texarkana went across Arkansas and ended north of Mira.  This latter railroad 
evolved through two charters to become the Texarkana, Shreveport, and Natchez (TS&N), an 
historic passenger and freight railroad.  In 1901, it was acquired by the Texas and Pacific and 
ceased operations in the 1960s.  The Jefferson Northwestern operated out of Jefferson and linked 
the main Clark and Boice Lumber Company mill below Jefferson with outlying logging camps 
as far north as central Cass County. 

Figure 14:  Black Bayou Railroad Company, Myrtis (ca 1912) 

; 

 
d 

l 

 
Twelve historic villages are listed in the Upland South Culture context for CPHD.  Five of those
Lane, Cavett, Unit, Hayti, and Pickett came into being near and a result of the TS&N railroad.  
The remaining seven grew up around the center of mass of settlement areas that contained either
early stores or churches or both.  Within CLHD, there are four.  Clinton and Monterey rose an
declined with the cotton agriculture trade made possible by steamboat navigation.  The smal
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villages of Blocker and Concord on the southern flank of Caddo Lake relocated to the new, 
railroad-based communities of Leigh and Jonesville.  Eleven historic villages are designated for 
BCHD.  Baldwin, Comet, Hall, Pope City, and Prospect grew up around schools and church
and disappeared with the decline of row-crop agriculture.  Benton, Ray’s Bluff, Smithland
Stalls, and Tuscum

es 
, 

bia declined and vanished because of changes in modes and routes of 
ansportation.     

ter’s 

on 

us giving its name to that village.  The Browning home is still 
ccupied by the Browning family. 

 

 
ute a trail of historic homes similar to the 24 plantation 

ites and homes along LA Hwy. 3049. 
 

tr
 
There are 46 plantation or planter’s homes in the project area listed by name or by the plan
surname in the Plantation Agriculture context.  Twenty-four of the 40 sites in CPHD are 
colorfully named and mostly located along LA Hwy. 3049 from just south of Dixie to Gilliam 
with a couple of them located between there and to just below the Arkansas state line.  Fifteen 
CPHD plantation owners are listed by surname and most of their holdings were established in the 
1840s along Black Bayou and into the northwestern part of the district.  The Browning plantati
home, located just west of Vivian, was built in 1848 by William (Billy) Browning, a business 
man in the historic Monterey village, and the pilot of the steamboat Monterey that made the first 
port of call at the village in 1848 th
o
 
Jefferson, at the western end of BCHD is a National Historic District community as is the 
gateway city of Marshall.  Both cities’ historic homes, many related to plantations, have been 
fully developed and are now being utilized by local organizations for heritage tourism.  Mimosa 
Hall, the nationally listed home of planter John Webster at Leigh just south of Caddo Lake; the
Andrews-Taylor Plantation at Karnack, the Dr. Samuel Floyd Vaughan home on TX FM 134 
near Jonesville, Locust Grove in Jonesville, and the Benjamin Harrison Baldwin Home at Leigh
are geographically positioned to constit
s

 
Figure 15:  Dr. Samuel Vaughan’s 1842 home on TX Hwy. 134 near Jonesville 

n the 

 
In the Historic Petroleum context, two sites near Oil City, the discovery oil well of the Caddo 
Pine Island Oil Field and the world’s first over the water drilled oil well on Caddo Lake, already 
have state historical markers and are listed for completeness.  Construction began in 1911 o
historic village of Trees City, said to have been the first oil company town in the state, and 
perhaps in the country, along LA Hwy. 2 just east of the Texas state line.  The village was 
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certainly the cleanest as both the land owner and the oil lease production company demanded
that the location be free of the social ills of alcohol, business women, and gambling that had 
plagued other locations during the oil boom period.  Two natural gas plants

 

/pump station and 
o oil refineries were located in the district from the 1920s to the 1950s. 

 
 

.  He 

 
a 

 

 
ging 

at the historic village of Lewis in the 
arly 1900s and it continued operations into the 1950s. 

 
 

 BCHD 

l 
 of 

r 

s Lake.  Willowson 
 an interpretive topic of at least one popular Caddo Lake tour guide.            

ore 
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nd 
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There were a large number of small saw mills located through the CPHD beginning in the 1840s. 
Two are listed in the Historic Timber context.  The Black Bayou Lumber Company was built by
David Dodd of Marshall, Texas in the 1890s and he named the location Myrtis after one of his 
daughters.  Myrtis evolved into a small village offering all the amenities of a typical village
later sold it to a man surnamed Welch who sold it in 1907 to someone surnamed Gloyd of 
Kansas City, Missouri.  Gloyd renamed it the Southern Lumber Company and he was probably
associated with the Kansas City Southern (KCS) Railway in some unspecified way as it was 
stated economic goal of the railway to produce and ship lumber from the southern forests to
markets in the upper Midwest.  It was probably at that time that the Black Bayou Railroad 
Company was formed and began operations into Texas where MC 3306 is located upon a section
of its exact historic pathway within CLHD north of Caddo Lake.  A spur connecting the log
railroad to the KCS line was constructed to move lumber to market.  Weaver Brothers and 
Thompson located one of their medium sized saw mills 
e
 
Lumber was always an important commercial product for Jefferson because of nearby pine and 
cypress stands.  After the discovery of oil on Caddo Lake, poles and lumber for platforms greatly
boosted local production.  Transport of the raw material to job sites at the eastern end of Caddo
Lake was by gasoline powered boats.  Several Historic Timber context features within
are listed as possible components of a water trail originating in Jefferson and heading 
downstream.  The Clark and Boice Lumber Mill three miles below Jefferson was the largest mil
in the area, was serviced by the Jefferson Northwestern Railroad, and utilized over 40 miles
tramway to convey raw material.  Farther downstream on the south bank were wood yards 
servicing steamboats with fuel:  the Jackson Woodyard, the Williams Mill and Woodyard, and 
English’s Woodyard.  The landing of Shanghai, two miles above Benton, served as an outlet for 
timber and probably never served the cotton industry.  The English Woodyard was located nea
Shanghai, about two miles above Benton.  One wood yard in CLHD is deserving of note, the 
Willowson Woodyard at Willowson Slough just off Carney Canal near Carter
is
 
Two individuals are listed in the Individual Contribution historic context for CPHD.  Many m
important personages should be added to the data base during future phases of this project.    
James Shennick was born in about 1804 in New York and by the early 1820s had relocated to 
northwest Louisiana.  He married Emily Edwards, a daughter of Larkin Edwards who was the 
Caddo interpreter for the Indian Agency.  Shennick and his wife located to and settled on Stormy
Point on the northern shore of Caddo Lake in about 1824 becoming the first Americans to do so
anywhere on or near the lake in the study area.  His locating there was facilitated by his fath
in-law and had as its purpose the operating of a ferry across the lake for the agency’s use.  
Shennick would buy the 112 acres on the Stormy Point location of his homestead in 1843 and 
would remain there until the 1850s when he sold it.  By then, his wife had died and he remarried
to Sarah Cauthern and by 1855 he moved north and became the first owner in 1860 of the la
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where Myrtis would be located.  Shennick died there in 1863 and was buried in a now lost 
cemetery.  Ferry Lake, the early name for Caddo Lake, was so named because of the business 
Shennick operated on the lake.  Early references to Jim’s Bayou called it Coushatta Jim’s and it 
was named for Shennick because of his relationship with the Caddos.   

 

ing out an existence 
by playing guitar when he could and working as a laborer when he had to. 

t two 

n Farm. 
After seven years he was released after begging pardon from the governor with a song:  

d 

 I'd wake up in the mornin' and I'd set you free 

 
 

 

ake 

 earthly belongings.  He said, 'Boss, 
you got me out of jail and now I've come to be your man'." 

 
eadbelly died in 1949 and was 

terred in the Shiloh Cemetery just south of Mooringsport.    

 be 
 

heritage story in BCHD.  Many others should be added in the phases of work to follow.   

Huddie (Leadbelly) Ledbetter was born on the Jeter Plantation just west of Mooringsport in 
1888.  Huddie and his parents moved to Leigh, Texas when he was five and it was there that he
became interested in music, encouraged by his uncle Terrell who bought him his first musical 
instrument, an accordion.  It was some years later when Huddie picked up the guitar, but by the 
age of 21 he had left home to wander around Texas and Louisiana trying to make his living as a 
musician. Over the next ten years he wandered throughout the southwest ek

In 1916, Huddie was in jail in Texas on assault charges when he escaped.  He spent the nex
years under the alias of Walter Boyd.  After he killed a man in a fight he was convicted of 
murder and sentenced to thirty years of hard labor at Huntsville, Texas' Shaw State Priso

 Please, Governor Neff, Be good 'n' kin
 Have mercy on my great long time... 
 I don't see to save my soul 
 If I don't get a pardon, try me on a parole... 
 If I had you, Governor Neff, like you got me 

Pat Neff was convinced by the song and by Huddie's assurances that he'd seen the error of his
ways.  Huddie left Huntsville a free man, but was arrested, tried, and convicted of attempted
homicide in 1930.  It was in the Louisiana State Penitentiary in July 1933 that Huddie met 
folklorist John Lomax while he was touring the south for the Library of Congress collecting 
unwritten ballads and folk songs using newly available recording technology.  Over the next few
days, Lomax recorded hundreds of songs. When they returned in the summer of 1934 for more 
recordings, Leadbelly told of his pardon in Texas.  As Allen Lomax tells it, "We agreed to m
a record of his petition on the other side of one of his favorite ballads.  I took the record to 
Governor Allen on July 1.  On August 1, Leadbelly got his pardon.  On September 1, I was 
sitting in a hotel in Texas when I felt a tap on my shoulder.  I looked up and there was Leadbelly 
with his guitar, his knife, and a sugar bag packed with all his

Leadbelly became a nationally known folk song writer and singer and penned such musical hits
as Goodnight Irene, Rock Island Line, and Midnight Special.  L
in
 
Two additional individuals are listed as contributors to Caddo Lake heritage.  The one 
representing CLHD is a rather minor figure but is inserted here to provide an example of how 
even a short term contribution, the pearl craze lasted only about five years on the lake, may
presented to gain a niche market-Japanese tourists.  The other is a major contributor to the
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Many Japanese immigrants to Texas became rice farmers along the Gulf Coast.  In 1909, 
Sachihiko Ono “George” Murata became a cook for the oil-drilling rigs on Caddo Lake.  After 
his job as a cook, George operated fishing camps for vacationers over the next 37 years of his 
life and initiated a short-lived but profitable new industry on the lake.   

During his time as a cook for the oil rigs, George Murata began to find pearls in freshwater 
mussels in Caddo Lake.   When George found two pearls valued at $1,500 each, the “Great Pearl 
Hunt at Caddo” was touched off.  As many as 500 tents were set up on the shore and hillsides 
near the lake at any one time.  Most hunters became discouraged after a few weeks and some 
stayed through the next three summers.  Eventually, all would leave except George Murata.  
Tiffany of New York was one of his customers. 
 
Murata’s story began in his birthplace of Kagoshima, Japan where he “enlisted” in the US Navy 
as a steward and personal attendant to Admiral George Brown.  After leaving the Navy, George 
worked in San Francisco, Denver, Chicago, New York, Atlantic City and South Louisiana.  He 
was there when oil was discovered in the Caddo area.   
 
George Murata had become a US citizen in 1890 and his loyalty to he United States had never 
been doubted until December of 1941.  There was a move by the FBI to have him arrested and 
removed from the country.  Many of Murata’s friends came to his aid.  They included T. J. 
Taylor through his son-in-law, Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson, Sheriff Howell Flournoy of 
Caddo Parish, and Caddo Lake folklorist Wyatt Moore.   The only stipulation placed on George 
was that he had to dispose of all weapons in his possession.   
 
Sachihiko Ono “George” Murata died on February 15, 1946.  He was buried at Coor or Core 
Cemetery at Gray about seven miles north of Potters Point.  A marker was provided by his 
Caddo Lake friends.  His birth date was given as April 16, 1860.  The site of his fishing camp is 
accessible via unimproved road and presents the possibility of in-depth interpretation of the life 
of one of Caddo Lake’s most colorful characters. 
 
Rebecca Hagerty was a daughter of William McIntosh, a Chief of the powerful Lower Creek 
Nation family in Georgia.  Rebecca McIntosh was born in 1815 in what is now Butts County, 
Georgia in one of two large homes the Chief provided for his three wives and their children.  The 
McIntosh family came to the Caddo Lake area in 1828.  In 1830, Rebecca McIntosh married 
Benjamin Hawkins, a Creek trader and sometimes partner of Sam Houston.  After the death of 
Hawkins in Nacogdoches County in 1836, Rebecca Hawkins became heir to a survey of 4,428.4 
acres granted to him as a “Citizen of the Republic of Texas.”  A portion of the survey, 640 acres, 
was located in the Carter’s Lake area of Caddo. 
 
In 1839, Rebecca McIntosh Hawkins married Spire Hagerty who owned Phoenix Plantation, a 
7,000 acre plantation on the Old Port Caddo Road in what is now Harrison County.  Hagerty 
died in 1849 and Rebecca bought the 1900 acre Refuge Plantation in Cass County.  The site is 
now in Marion County.  By this time two of her sisters had joined her in Texas.  Hetty McIntosh 
had married James Dandbridge Willison and they settled on 650 acres east of Refuge Plantation.  
The younger sister, Delilah married a Cherokee, William Drew, and they bought the 2400 acre 
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Hanks Survey south of Refuge. Rebecca Hagerty increased Refuge to 3,000 acres and eventually 
controlled over 12,000 acres in East Texas. 
 
Cotton from Refuge Plantation was shipped to New Orleans, first from Smith’s Landing 
(Smithland) and later from Jefferson when that port was opened.  Shipments from Phoenix 
Plantation were made from Port Caddo.  The Hagertys owned a warehouse at Port Caddo.   Both 
plantations produced crops after the Civil War. 
 
Rebecca McIntosh Hawkins Hagerty died in 1888 at the home of her brother Daniel Newnan 
McIntosh at Fame which is in present western McIntosh County, Oklahoma.  Little evidence 
remains of Mrs. Hagerty’s presence in the Caddo area to tell the story of this land-owning Native 
American who was once known as the “richest woman in Texas.”  The Refuge Plantation is 
owned by Timberstar Southwest and Phoenix, after being owned for many years by the T. J. 
Taylor family, is in other private hands.  Both house sites are listed with the Texas 
Archaeological Research Laboratory at the University of Texas at Austin. 
 
The remainder of the historic assets does not fit the DHP’s historic context categorizations.  At 
least ten ferries operated in the waters of the CPHD.  There were five and probably more 
operating across Red River as many plantation owners operated them for their own use and they 
may have not been used in a commercial manner.  Two operated along the Caddo Prairie river 
bypass, one at Erwin’s bluff and another at Hales’ Woodyard.   Nathan Hale also operated a ferry 
across black bayou for his use as well as for a commercial enterprise in moving farming products 
to market in Shreveport.  Hart’s Ferry was located across Jim’s Bayou near the present location 
of the LA Hwy. 2 Bridge.  Both James Shennick and Timothy Mooring ran ferries at slightly 
different locations across Caddo Lake near Mooringsport. 
 
At least seven ferries operated in the remaining two historic districts making up the CLHAEP 
project area.  Port Caddo probably had the first and longest operating.  There were two 
associated with Trammel’s Trace: the Pugh Ferry at the Little Cypress crossing and the Eli 
Langford ferry on Big Cypress above Jefferson.  Smithland and Ray’s Bluff had ferries during 
their existence and Jefferson had several including the Houston Street ferry.  The Stephenson 
Ferry was located on Black Cypress Bayou about three miles north of Jefferson.  Stephenson’s 
Ferry was the site of at least one colorful story related to the outlaw Cullen Baker during the 
difficult reconstruction period after the Civil War.  
  
Four structures in CPHD are presently listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  In 
Vivian are located the Vivian Railroad Station Museum and the United States Postal Service’s 
post office building.  The 1914 constructed Vertical Lift Draw Bridge spanning Caddo Lake and 
the Mooringsport Elementary School building are both in Mooringsport.  Eighteen Harrison 
County structures and eighteen structures in Marion County are likewise listed as National 
Register of Historic Places.  These are clustered around the historic districts in Marshall and 
Jefferson.  The large number of historic markers, some 212, located within these two counties 
provides testament to the continuous work and attention given by civic groups, individuals, and 
the respective county historical commissions toward preservation of historical assets.   
Historic sites in CPHD were marked on a 1950 Louisiana Department of Transportation (LA 
DOT) map of north Caddo Parish.  The map predates the 1953 construction of US Hwy. 71 from 
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Shreveport to Gilliam that bypassed the old route that ran through the communities of Dixie, 
Belcher, and Gilliam.  The old route which passes through those villages is now referred to as 
LA Hwy. 3049.  The map also predates the approximate 1955 construction of LA Hwy. 2 and the 
bridge over the Red River that leads east from Hosston into Bossier Parish.  Many of the smaller 
back roads appearing on the 1950 map no longer exist and were helpful in determining the 
locations of older and possibly historic roads.  There are twenty-three historic sites in CPHD as 
indicated on the map of Figure 16.  Associated with each site reference is the date or effective 
time period of the historic event or sites use.  Several of the eastern sites such as Garfield, the 
Browning Plantation, the historic port of Monterey, Trees City, the steamboat landings along the 
eastern shoreline of Potter’s Point, and the Mittie Stephens Wreck site overlap into CLHD. 
 
Two of the sites presently have Louisiana state historical markers although the physical location 
of one of them is indeterminate.  A state marker commemorating the worlds first over the water 
drilled oil well is located adjacent to LA Hwy. 1 in Caddo Parish’s Williamson Park on Caddo 
Lake just south of the corporate limits of the town of Oil City.  The location of that event on the 
map is at the approximate site of where the well was drilled.  The state marker site 
commemorating the drilling of the discovery oil well for the Caddo Pine Island Oil field has way 
finding signs leading the tourist onto Museum Street in Oil City.  There was once a marker at the 
site, but today it is not there.  Four of the sites, Mounds Plantation, Belcher Mounds, Seawell’s 
Canal, and the Caddo Prairie Indian Agency have markers erected by the Red River Historical 
Association, a local historical group with which consultants of this project are working. 
 
None of the other sites have any way finding or site marking.  Two of the sites, the Caddo and 
Coushatta historic villages, are located in Bossier Parish on the bluffs overlooking the Red River.  
Two of the sites, the Frog Level community location and the Missionary Plantation location are 
north of the presently identified project area. 
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Figure 16:  Historic sites, Caddo Prairie Historic District 
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Two historic steamboat ports, eight steamboat landings, one navigation improvement, one 
steamboat wreck site, one ferry location, one important home site/personage, one Indian village 
site, one historic timber industry location, and one vista is listed in the GIS database for the 
CLHD.  Port Caddo and Monterey were significant outlets for cotton grown on nearby 
plantations and farms.  Many fascinating stories of the people and events that shaped the heritage 
of Caddo Lake emanate from these two early settlements. Although steamboats could land 
anywhere that a bank could be safely reached, landings were places of commercial importance 
because they had roads connecting to outlying plantations and farms.  Lowe’s or Jeter’s Landing, 
as it was later known, was the first steamboat stop beyond Mooringsport and was followed by 
Perry’s and Swanson’s Landings as traffic moved toward Port Caddo.   
 
Clinton Landing, located on the north shore of Clinton Lake, was reached via Clinton Chute, 
Clinton Ditch, and Withenbury Slough.  Rives, Bonham’s and Stacy’s landings were positioned 
on the western shoreline along the route to Monterey.  Hart’s Ferry facilitated travel across Jim’s 
Bayou.  The vista location on MC 3306 enables a scenic view of Monterey, Jim’s Bayou, and 
Sha’chahdinnih (Timber Hill) - the last village of the Caddo Indians in their homeland.  Just off 
Lowe’s Landing is the location where the Mittie Stephens burned with significant casualties in 
1869.  Potter’s Point, on the north shore, is the location of the home of Robert Potter and Harriet 
Potter Ames.  This area is to be developed as an interpretive center relating the events 
surrounding the Potters at Caddo Lake and the Coushatta village that shared the Potter headright. 
 

 
Figure 17:  Historic sites, Caddo Lake Historic District 
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Fourteen historic sites are listed in the project database for BCHD.  Two of these are nodes with 
collateral assets and 12 are site locations.  Eleven are adjacent to Big Cypress Bayou. Two are 
north of Big Cypress Bayou and located favorably as components of a road trail there and two 
more located along the bayou can not be accessed because of private ownership.  One is on the 
National Register of Historic Places, a Confederate munitions storehouse.   
 
At the foot of Houston Street in Jefferson, is the nodal site of at least four historic assets 
associated with either La DHP’s Steamboat Transportation context or the reconstruction 
aftermath of the Civil War.  The first stagecoach road into Jefferson crossed Big Cypress Bayou 
via ferry and later by bridge at the Houston Street crossing.  At this point, on the south side of the 
bayou, H. H. Black established the first meat packing operation in Jefferson, which lasted until 
1862 when it was destroyed by fire.  A much larger packery was established on the north bank at 
the same crossing by Charles Stanley and Samuel Nimmo in 1858 in their converted furniture 
warehouse.  Elisha Price made purchase of this business in 1860 and operated the old Stanley 
and Nimmo plant during the Civil War.  Another packery, the James Dunn operation, was started 
during this period at Black’s location under contract to the Confederacy for the delivery of dried 
and pickled beef, pickled tongues, and hides.  Packeries on both sides of the bayou took 
advantage of steamboat export of their products because of the Houston Street landing.   
 
Captain William Perry and his wife provided a block of property to slaves and “free men of 
color” for a house of worship in 1847.   The first Union Church was soon erected on the front 
quarter of Block 86 on the knoll above the foot of Houston Street.  The church served as a place 
for religious services and political meetings until it burned upon the entry of the first troops 
assigned to occupy and reconstruct Jefferson following the Civil War.  A stockade was 
constructed on the remaining areas of Block 86 to incarcerate defendants awaiting trial before a 
military commission.  Twenty-three members of a white supremacy group, the Knights of the 
Rising Sun, were tried over 71 days.  The verdict found three men guilty of murder and of 
overpowering a military guard.  One of these and three others were found guilty of threatening 
the life of a judge.  One of the murder victims was George Webster Smith, a former union soldier 
whose liberal beliefs set off the chain of events which resulted in martial law, the burning of the 
church, and murder.   When federal forces left Jefferson in 1870, the stockade was burned and a 
new Union Baptist Church was erected.  It is this church that stands today.  Smith’s death 
provides an example of the deep and often violent racial divide in the CLHAEP area after the 
Civil War. 
 
In 1844, Berry Durham operated the Houston Street ferry and lived there in Jefferson’s first 
house, a log cabin on the north bank of Big Cypress Bayou.  Jefferson’s early growth was 
prevented until Big Cypress Bayou was cleared of its obstructions.  By the spring of 1844, the 
first arrivals to Jefferson viewed the town of one log house and several other log buildings under 
construction” as having “the appearance of being sickly a place as exists under the sun.”                      
 
A collateral asset of the Houston Street node is the Diamond Bessie murder site just into the 
woods along the south shore of Big Cypress Bayou.  Born Annie Stone in Syracuse, New York, 
Diamond Bessie Moore had worked as a prostitute before arriving in Jefferson in January 1877 
with her consort, Abraham Rothschild.  She was found murdered in the woods a few days later.  
Rothschild was charged with the crime.  The court battles that followed became one of the most 
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celebrated trials of the period and it continues to provoke fascination.  Rothschild was eventually 
found not guilty and the case was never solved.  A screen play has been recently written and 
patented by a screenwriter with an interest in local history.  A portrayal of this story is delivered 
annually as part of the Pilgrimage celebration in Jefferson.    
   
The Steamboat landing area in Jefferson, as documented by the project data base, extended all 
the way from Houston Street to Boon’s Bend just above The Packery.  When water levels 
permitted, steamboats could make landing up to Houston Street.  When levels were insufficient 
to make Jefferson, steamboats could land at Boon’s Bend or above and transfer merchandise to 
wagons to complete delivery to Jefferson by way of a low water road.   
 
The Jefferson wharves began as a natural bank landing at the foot of Polk Street and Lake Street.  
Conditions were improved and the area extended to provide dry and secure footing for more 
steamboat activity in the 1850’s.  As Jefferson grew in population, the landing moved 
progressively downstream.  Prior to 1854, when the first wharf was built, the landing area was 
dirt.  Four public wharves and two private wharves were constructed: (1) the 1854 public wharf, 
(2) an 1858 private wharf constructed at the foot of Marshall Street to served the Stanley and 
Nimmo meat packery, (3) an 1860 private wharf constructed for William Perry, (4) an 1867 
public wharf constructed by the city, (5) an 1870 public wharf that extended the 1867 wharf, and 
(6) an 1872 public wharf.            

The Jefferson Ordinance Magazine is one of several old Confederate powder houses designated 
as "captured property" confiscated by the U.S. government at the end of the Civil War and noted 
as containing "all the said property situated on what was known as the Confederate Ordnance 
grounds."  Oral history indicates that three brick munitions magazines once stood along this 
section of Big Cypress Bayou just east of Jefferson's commercial district and that the 
Confederate military used them in the War Between the States.  Unlike powder magazines at 
other forts and military installations, the Jefferson Magazine functioned in a system of moving 
supplies and goods by water between key facilities in East Texas and western Louisiana.  
Various overland routes were directly connected to transport by water to the east at Jefferson.  
This asset is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.   

The Clark and Boice Lumber Mill, originally constructed in 1881, was rebuilt and enlarged a 
number of times.  Clark and Boice had been sawmilling in northeast Texas since the late 1870s at 
or near Wayne, Galloway, and Bivins.  By 1893, it was cutting 50,000 feet daily.  The mill plant 
of 1912 included a single band saw mill capable of cutting short leaf pine at 60,000 feet per day, 
a newly rebuilt planing mill, and "all modern devices for the drying and handling of wood."  
Sawmills were located at Kildare and Linden, under the name of North Texas Lumber Company, 
with Wesley Morse, President, and Fred J. Clark, Vice President.  The Jefferson & Northwestern 
Railroad serviced the Jefferson mill and operated over forty miles of tracks in the area.  Timber 
operations in 1912 were conducted in Cass County, up to thirty-two miles from the mill. The mill 
could furnish rough and dressed stock up to twenty-eight feet in length. Sixty-five percent of the 
mill's output was in board stock. The mill appeared in a 1915 directory of sawmills as capable of 
cutting 75,000 feet per day, and specializing in flooring and planing materials. The plant suffered 
from fire on March 20, 1916. In 1928, the plant could still mill and plane 65,000 feet daily. The 
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company was not listed in The Lumbermen's Credit Rating Book in October 1934.  This site is 
listed in the Historic Timber context in the project database. 
  
Lone Star Iron Works was an historic foundry located between the Clark and Boice Lumber Mill 
and The Packery above the north bank.  Large masonry equipment supports and solidified slag 
streams provide visible evidence of this post Civil War industrial site.  The foundation was 
started in August 1889 and the furnace completed in January 1890.  Five thousand bushels of 
charcoal, 125 tons of ore, and 30 tons of limestone were required for each day’s production run. 
 

 
Figure 18:  Historic photograph of Lone Star Iron Works below Jefferson 

 
Dunn’s meat packing facility at the Houston Street landing was replaced by another that played 
an important role in the level of steamboat activity and in the composition of import and export 
freights.  This facility was located three miles downstream of Jefferson and operated under the 
name John H. Wilson and Company and accounted for about a third of all down freights and 
substantial upfreights during its life.  Large quantities of beef were carried out from The Packery.  
Next to cotton, beef and animal products were the most important export commodities from the 
Jefferson area.  The Packery had its own landing.  
 
Woodyards were important locations for steamboats since they had to refuel every 150-200 
miles.  A group of such businesses existed at various times during the mid to late nineteenth 
century between Smithland and The Packery.  Shoreline wood yards, such as the Jackson 
Woodyard (King’s or Keene’s), the English Woodyard, and Williams’ Saw Mill represent the 
second feature node listed in the project data base for BCHD from the Historic Timber context.   
 
Smithland, the important port, was established in 1839 at the confluence of Black Cypress Bayou 
and Big Cypress Bayou because of commercial opportunities offered by the steamboat industry.  
The only navigation impediment was the shallow and convoluted area downstream known as 
Dougherty’s Defeat.  However, whenever steamboats could get into Caddo Lake, they could get 

Jeffersonian Institute 41



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

as high as Smithland.  The site offered access to a large market area to the north and west.  This 
was especially significant prior to the establishment of navigation to Jefferson.  The landing and 
warehouse area was located on the flood plain along the shoreline.  Other commercial buildings 
and homes were located on the bluff overlooking the landing.        
 
Shanghai was a minor landing first used for emergency repair of steamboats damaged by snags 
or grounding.  It was never utilized for the export of cotton.  In the early twentieth century, 
Shanghai was a supply point for building materials for the construction of oil well platforms on 
Caddo Lake.  It also supplied cord wood, lumber, and telephone poles to ports such as Benton 
and Mooringsport to the east.  Because of its involvement in the timber industry, Shanghai is 
listed as a component of the Historic Timber context.  Shanghai Landing was the home of 
legendary outdoorsman and hermit Karl Graham.            
 
Benton was located on a small peninsula formed by the confluence of Beckum Creek ([W]Ray’s 
Creek) and Big Cypress Bayou about two miles below Shanghai and across Beckum Creek from 
Ray’s Bluff.  Benton was an important export center for cotton grown in Harrison County and in 
1854 the Texas Western Railroad chose Benton as a site for a spur line from Caddo Lake to 
Marshall, which was never constructed.  Ray’s Bluff, a much more developed town than Port 
Caddo in 1838, evolved into Benton.  Benton remained in operation as a port until the early 
1900s and is listed in the Steamboat Transportation context. 
 

 
Figure 19:  Historic Steamboat Transportation sites, Big Cypress Historic District 

  Legend: point 1=Houston Street node, 2=Jefferson wharves, 3=Jefferson Ordinance Magazine,  
  4=Clark & Boice, 5=Lone Star Iron Works, 6=The Packery,  7=Woodyard node, 8=Smithland,   
  9=Tuscumbia, 10=Shanghai, 11=Benton, 12=Ray’s Bluff 
 
Tuscumbia, a small town a short distance from Ray’s Bluff on Little Cypress Bayou, was laid out 
in 1839 near a prominent spring and bayou crossing.  Tuscumbia had a post office for only a 
little over a year.  John Vines, a well known Jefferson figure, had a saloon at Tuscumbia in the 
early 1900s that was later moved to Baldwin when Harrison County outlawed the sell of alcohol.  
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Tuscumbia was located on the old wagon road from Port Caddo to Jefferson.  Remnants of the 
wagon road bridge are visible a short distance from the TX FM 134 Bridge over Little Cypress 
Bayou. 
 
Historic Land and Water Based Trails and Roads 
The land and water based historic routes of communications identified in this survey are cultural 
routes.  Their origins were historic roads that evolved through necessity or tradition.  Some 
evolved wholly or in part from Caddo Native American trails.  Another was created for military 
use in the Civil War.  Water cultural routes followed bayou, river and lake courses in 
communicating from origin to destination.  
 
Prior to addressing those routes, there were three horsemen delivered US Postal Service Star 
Routes that entered the historic district from Texas.  The northern most route (1879 – 1900) 
originated in Atlanta Texas, went to Bloomberg Texas, then to Bright Star Arkansas and on to 
Frog Level and Hale.  The middle route (1874 – ca1900) also originated in Atlanta and went to 
Viola (McLeod) Texas, then to Garfield and ended at the Black Bayou community.  The third 
route (1878 – 1900) went from Jefferson to Smithland and then on to Monterey.  For most of 
their travel they were on roads identified below but much of the road networks they used no 
longer exist. 
 
Historic land based trails and roads were marked on the same 1950 LA DOT map used for the 
historic sites.  Figure 20 depicts five land based historic trails and roads.  Those indicated by a 
solid red line are along presently used engineered highways which follow precisely or 
approximately the historic route.  Those indicated by a red dashed line show where the historic 
route ran but where there is no modern road available to track the original trace. 
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Figure 20:  Historic Trails and Roads, Caddo Prairie Historic District 
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The historic road running north-south in the right most section of Figure 20 is being termed the 
Caddo Prairie Plantation Road (1880s – 1920s) for this survey and it follows LA Hwy. 3049 
from Shreveport to Gilliam.  Along that route there were some twenty-five planter’s homes and 
plantations.  From Gilliam to the north, the road becomes CP 23, the Gilliam-Scotts Slough 
Road.  The historically designated part of the road ends at its intersection with the Ida -  
Missionary Road.  From there the tourist can drive to Missionary or to Ida. 
 
By the time of the Civil War in about 1860, the Military Shreveport to Lewisville, Arkansas 
Road ran north-south through the district.  On the map it enters Louisiana near Ida, leads to the 
southwest around the future Rodessa location and continues south to the future Vivian location to 
the south east along LA Hwy. 170, then south along Crawford Road where it curved around 
Clear Lake and continued along LA Hwy. 538 to Shreveport. 
 
The first road to Caddo Prairie was in use beginning in about 1839.  It entered from the south 
along an older Caddo Indian trail that led to Natchitoches and is part of today’s LA Hwy. 169, 
crossed Caddo Lake at Mooringsport, curved to the northeast around Clear Lake staying to the 
north of Black Bayou and ended at Erwin’s Bluff on the bayou. 
 
Vivian’s Airport Road, CP 154, begins at the state line and leads east to Vivian where it joins LA 
Hwy. 2 on the route to Hosston.  From there an eastward road, the Hosston River Road (CP 156), 
continues on to the Red River levee from Hosston.  If those roads are joined forming an east-
west route, the Caddo Trading Trail (1800 – 1835) from the Caddo Timber Hill village eastward 
to the Red River and northward into Arkansas is approximated. 
 
If Vivian’s Airport Road is linked to LA 170 in Vivian and that road is followed to Erwin’s Bluff 
and across Black Bayou, the historic Caddo village to the Indian Agency trail (1825 – 1831) is 
closely followed. 
 
A red dashed line originates at the Caddo village just into Texas and curves around Monterey 
Lake and heads to the southeast around Caddo Lake to Shennick’s Ferry on the north shore of 
the lake at Stormy Point.  After crossing the lake, the trail continued on to the south roughly 
approximated by today’s LA Hwy. 169 to the Indian Agency and Factory at Natchitoches.  This 
trail was in use from about 1805 until about 1818.  Another trail leads from the south shore of the 
lake to the southwest into Texas. 
 
Historic trails and roads in CLHD and BCHD surveyed as part of Phase 1 work include Potter’s 
Trace, the Black Bayou Lumber Company tramway, and Trinity/Sand Country Roads in northern 
Marion County.  Early wagon roads originating at landings and ports developed into stagecoach 
roads terminating at Greenwood-Shreveport, or Marshall were also investigated.  Robert Potter’s 
trail from his home on Potter’s Point ran westward above the swamplands, crossed current TX 
Hwy. 43 south of the current location of Smithland and continued southwesterly to the Ray’s 
Bluff ferry location and beyond.  The part of the trace between TX Hwy. 43 and Big Cypress 
Bayou is now a section of a Marion County road.  A long, straight portion of MC 3306, north of 
TX Hwy. 49, is the exact pathway of the historic Black Bayou Lumber Company tramway, 
which originated at Myrtis.  Trinity Road (MC 4012) and Sand Country Road (MC 4013) make a 
loop north of TX Hwy. 49 east of Jefferson.  Three historic features along this loop are listed as 
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historic assets in the project data base.  Portions of the roadway display deep embankments 
suggesting the presence of an early, yet unknown, wagon road. 
 
A second area between Jefferson, Marshall, and Port Caddo was examined for evidence of 
historic road features.  The upper and lower Port Caddo Roads originated in Marshall, rejoined 
near Karnack and terminated at Port Caddo.  Almost all of both routes near Marshall and all the 
common route from Karnack to Port Caddo have been identified and mapped.  The first and 
second wagon roads from Jefferson south have been identified and found to connect to the Upper 
Port Caddo Road via historic Pope City and to the Marshall-Shreveport Road by way of 
Tuscumbia.  Interestingly, all these wagon roads formed a junction at the Andrews-Taylor 
Plantation near Karnack where they connected to the Greenwood-Shreveport Road.  The 
stagecoach road from Marshall to Jefferson, which parallels US Hwy. 59 is also listed in the 
project data base and mapped.     
 

 
Figure 21:  Historic stagecoach roads between Jefferson, Marshall, and Port Caddo 

 
Historic water based trails were marked on the same 1950 LA DOT map used for the historic 
sites.  Figure 21 depicts three water based historic trails.  The Caddo Prairie Red River Raft 
Bypass (1830 -1873) is the right-most water route in the figure.  It entered the district from the 
south along Twelve Mile Bayou.  Keelboats entering the Red just above the present location of 
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Shreveport from southern raft bypasses were used on the Red River as early as 1816 in the 
settlement of the upper river area. 
 

Figure 22:  Historic Water Routes Caddo Prairie Historic District 
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In 1830, Second Lieutenant Seawell dug a ¾ mile canal that connected Black and Red Bayous at 
Erwin’s Bluff.  There the bypass entered the canal thence on to Red Bayou and then entered the 
Red River just northeast of present day Hosston.  From there boaters could continue on to the 
upper Red River settlement area.  The blue dashed line along the route follows the canal and Red 
Bayou portion and indicates that the route no longer exists.  Red Bayou exists only in multiple 
short portions of water of the original bayou. 
 
The remaining two historic water routes used the same southern-most route but at the confluence 
of Black Bayou and Caddo Lake the routes turned to the west and entered Caddo Lake.  The 
routes split just north of the lake’s Rocky Point.  The Monterey route (1848 – ca 1880) entered 
Jim’s Bayou and snaked its way up to the village of Monterey.  The steamboat Monterey 
captained by Wellington Withenbury and piloted by Billy Browning had to make two attempts in 
1848 to gain the route.  When they were successful, the citizens of what had been referred to as 
William’s Landing renamed the village Monterey. 
 
The Jefferson Route (ca 1840 – ca 1905) headed west toward Port Caddo and ultimately to 
Jefferson.  Both lake routes had multiple spurs leading to other ports and landings on the lake 
throughout the steamboat era.   
 
Heritage Tourism Assets Assessment 
  
The Caddo Lake Heritage Awareness and Education Project area is extremely rich in heritage 
tourism resources; natural, cultural, and historic.  Over 150 sites and historic individuals are 
listed in the project data base as directly associated with Caddo Lake.  Another 62 listings are 
historic cemeteries.  Twenty-one sites are listed as close enough to be considered as part of the 
project area.   
 
The project area has a historic legacy of a Native American homeland, southern plantations, 
subsistence homesteaders, a very active steamboat based and facilitated economy that moved 
agricultural products to markets and brought in settlers, widespread logging and lumbering 
activities, and a railroad town building and transportation economic engine in the early 
Twentieth Century.  All of that was capped by the petroleum industry of the early to mid 1900s 
that sustained and redefined the culture.  That legacy left for the present generation 131 historic 
sites and 15 historic trails some of which evolved into engineered highways and that together 
will form the basis of a heritage tourism industry.  
 
Overlaid on those natural and historic resources is a cultural infrastructure that is presently 
underutilized in CPHD making it more than sufficient to support a heritage tourism program 
based upon the CLHAEP.  Infrastructure is adequate to meet current demands, but is a limiting 
factor for the support of increased tourism.  At a minimum, each of the CPHD’s six villages has 
a convenience store with gasoline pumps and a post office.  The three towns are more developed 
and located among them are medical facilities, overnight lodging, restaurants, police 
departments, and shopping opportunities.  Spanning the CPHD is a well developed and 
maintained transportation infrastructure that will easily facilitate driving tours on the heritage 
trails and connecting roads to historic sites identified in this survey.  For CLHD, four 
convenience stores with gasoline are located along or very near to TX Hwy. 43, which represents 
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the district’s western boundary.  Only one convenience store with gasoline is located along the 
southern route (TX FM 1999) connecting CLHD with CPHD.  Four convenience store/filling 
stations are located in Jefferson and many more can be found in Marshall.  Only one marine 
fueling opportunity exists on Caddo Lake for the private boating tourist and that is at historic 
Johnson’s Ranch at Uncertain.  One fuel stop is located along Big Cypress Bayou, which is at 
Skeeter’s Marina. 
   
State maintained highways are excellent in both CLHD and BCHD.  However, county roads are, 
in several cases, only minimally maintained to support heritage touring opportunities.  The three 
tour levels recommended by consultants to this project address and take advantage of this issue 
(Touring, Adventurer, and Explorer).   For example, the “Monterey Loop” in Marion County 
starts out on a state highway and moves from paved to gravel to dirt and then back to a paved 
condition in Louisiana.  This route will be marketed as an Adventurer Trail where tourists are 
presented with a more in-depth and “exciting” experience.  This trail presents another challenge.  
Along the Black Bayou Lumber Company tramway section of MC 3306, a very narrow bridge 
with no railing is encountered.  Consultants have learned that Jefferson ISD buses cross this 
bridge twice daily.  It is anticipated that Marion County will find that county road use for 
heritage tourism helps justify new funding for roads and bridges. 
 
Water trails will exercise the same framework for marketing.  The TPWD water trail from Caddo 
Lake State Park to Clinton Landing could be taken by guide boat, private motorboat, or canoe.  
The guided tour trip would be classified as Touring.  If the tourist used a private motorboat for 
the same excursion, the Adventurer term would be applied.  The term Explorer would be used to 
describe a canoe trip to the same area.  Use of the Explorer Trail (logging road) through the 
WMA for access to one of two primitive canoe launch points by personal ATV is also possible.      
 
There are issues that must be overcome before heritage tourism as a sustainable activity and as 
an economic development catalyst can be fully realized.  Being able to enter and enjoy museums 
within the Caddo Prairie Historic District is problematic.  The only exception is the Louisiana 
State Oil and Gas Museum in Oil City, which has regular operating hours and is compliant with 
these procedures.  The Crossroads Museum in Gilliam, the Vivian Railroad Station Museum and 
KCS Depot, and the Mini Museum in Mooringsport are rarely found to be open.  Each is 
operated by volunteers who can, with adequate preplanning, be available for touring.  Erratic 
hours of operation discourage tourism and are unacceptable if a viable tourism program is to be 
implemented and sustained.  The root problem is, of course, the lack of operating income.  The 
Vivian Railroad Station Museum and KCS Depot is a good example of the problem.  The depot 
structure, owned by the town, is on the National Register of Historic Places, constitutes the city’s 
sole heritage site, and houses an excellent collection of displays and artifacts of historic upland 
southern culture.  Yet, the funds are not available to keep the structure open even on a part-time 
basis.  The solution to this situation is public funding (city, parish, State of Louisiana) for the 
long-term management and operation of the existing museums in Gilliam, Vivian, and 
Mooringsport.  Due to its location at nodal and near collateral resources, the Mini Museum in 
Mooringsport should be considered for development and funding as a major tourism destination. 
 
No museum or high capacity interpretive resource currently exists at the western end of Caddo 
Lake.  Interest in and discussions for development of two new interpretive centers, Potter’s Point 
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and on property contiguous to Caddo Lake State Park and the Caddo Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, is underway as an early outcome of Phase 1 work.  A private interest has purchased the 
Potter home site and is currently working with the Caddo Lake Historical Research Committee, 
THC, Phase 1 consultants, and other partners to conduct additional archaeological investigations 
to establish components and extent of the site.  Feasibility for additional acquisition of real estate 
to enable the incorporation of indoor and outdoor interpretation of the people and events that 
shaped a significant portion of Caddo Lake’s history appears good.  The Uncertain-Karnack 
endeavor represents a major investment by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service in wetland science and public outreach, the interpretation of Native 
American history and culture, and archaeological investigation and interpretation of Port Caddo 
via indoor displays and outdoor trails.  Please see the Appendix:  Attachment 3 for more 
complete information on the Potter’s Point initiative. 
 
Presently no community in CPHD is a Main Street town in the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation program.  During the 1990s Vivian participated in the program and significant 
progress was made in revitalizing its historic downtown area.  A main street town is typically a 
tourism attraction in and of itself.  Two communities, Mooringsport because of its 170-year 
history and location on Caddo Lake and Vivian because it was and remains the economic center 
of the area could benefit greatly and serve to increase heritage tourism by becoming active main 
street towns. 
 
Public access to the primary water feature, Caddo Lake, within the CPHD is severely limited.  
Only two locations provide public piers and boat launch and recovery ramps and they are both 
located very close to each other on the southeastern part of the lake.  A fishing guide service is 
offered on the north side of the lake but it doesn’t provide a public access ramp.  The town of 
Mooringsport constructed and maintains in the town a small boat launch ramp and pier and 
provides a parking area for about a dozen truck/trailer combinations.  Caddo Parish maintains 
Williamson Park with amenities as described earlier in this survey.  There is no south, east or 
north side public access facility on the lake.  A public lake access facility on the north side of the 
lake near the Hart’s Ferry Bridge on LA Hwy. 2, and perhaps others to be determined, is needed.  
Acerbating this situation, only two public boat launch ramps exist in CLHD.  These are TPWD 
maintained ramps, which are very near to each other.  One is under the foot of the TX Hwy. 43 
Bridge and the other is at Caddo Lake State Park less than a mile downstream by water.  The 
only marine fuel opportunity on the entire lake is at Uncertain.   
 
TPWD has Texas Recreation Parks Account grants for boating access.  This grant program 
provides 75% matching grant funds for the construction of public boat ramp facilities throughout 
Texas. Local government sponsors must make an application, provide the land, provide access to 
the proposed boat ramp, supply 25% of the development costs, and accept operation and 
maintenance responsibilities for a minimum 25-year period. These funds are allocated annually 
through the federal Sport Fish Restoration Act. The deadlines for this program are June 30th and 
October 31st each year.  The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has a similar 
program with funding from the same federal funding source.   
 
There is presently no way that the Red River Raft Bypass can be interpreted on site.  The Twelve 
Mile Bayou portion of it appears to be capable of supporting small boat and canoe traffic.  The 
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Black Bayou portion capability to support interpretation is indeterminate.  Additionally, there are 
presently no facilities to launch and recover water craft anywhere on either water feature of the 
bypass. 
 
Landowners are generally skeptical of any government program, which might involve private 
property.  For this reason, potential landowners who may become active participants in heritage 
tourism have been engaged early on.  The September 18 public forum, Balancing Nature and 
Commerce in an Evolving Landscape, targeted strategic planning and land conservation 
strategies for sustainable tourism including conservation easements, federal income tax 
deductions, estate tax benefits, and property tax reductions.  Incentives such as these will need to 
be understood and employed for widespread private involvement.  Another issue is liability for 
the safety and health of tourists while on the landowner’s property.  Liability insurance is another 
topic for future forums related to public education. 
 

Recommendations 
 

National Heritage Area Designation 
 
A "national heritage area" is a place designated by the United States Congress where natural, 
cultural, historic and recreational resources combine to form a cohesive, nationally distinctive 
landscape arising from patterns of human activity shaped by geography. These areas tell 
nationally important stories about our nation and are representative of the national experience 
through both the physical features that remain and the traditions that have evolved within them. 

Congress has established 37 National Heritage Areas around the country in which conservation, 
interpretation and other activities are managed by partnerships among federal, state, and local 
governments and the private sector.  Presently, Louisiana has two such designations-the 
Atchafalaya Basin and Cane River.  Texas has none.  Consultants recommend that Senators and 
Congressmen (women) representing the bi-state region work together to immediately initiate 
steps for Congressional designation of the three districts comprising the CLHAEP area as the 
Caddo Lake National Heritage Area.  

The designation has both tangible and intangible benefits.  In addition to enhancing local pride 
and retaining residents, designation comes with limited technical and financial assistance from 
the National Park Service.  NPS primarily provides planning and interpretation assistance and 
expertise, but also connects regions with other Federal agencies. Federal financial assistance 
provides valuable "seed" money that covers basic expenses such as staffing, and leverages other 
money from state, local and private sources.  The region also benefits from national recognition 
due to its association with the National Park Service through the use of the NPS arrowhead 
symbol as a branding strategy. 

The management entity, outlined in designation legislation, may be a State or local agency, a 
Federal commission, or a private nonprofit corporation.  The management entity is empowered 
to create a management plan for the heritage area, and is authorized to receive Federal funds on 
the area's behalf. The authority to implement the management plan is local - it rests in the hands 
of willing local officials and the actions of local organizations and individuals.  Designation 

Jeffersonian Institute 51

http://www.nps.gov/history/heritageareas/VST/INDEX.HTM


THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

legislation does not provide the management entity or any Federal agency with the authority to 
regulate land.  The management entity is also prohibited from using the Federal funds it receives 
through enabling legislation to acquire real property. 

Caddo Prairie Historic District Heritage Sites and Markers 
 
There are 14 historic sites identified in the historic assets survey for CPHD.  The total requiring 
new markers can be reduced by eliminating those already marked by state signs, those not within 
the limits of the objective area, those of less significance and not easily accessible, and by 
integrating signs posted by other historical associations into the program (see Figure 23).  The 
six red stars in the figure indicate sites marked by other agencies.  The remaining 8 historic sites 
(Monterey, Trees City, Rives Landing, and the Mittie Stephens wreck site overlap into CLHD), 
are indicated by blue stars and all of them are recommended for marking and inclusion in the 
heritage tourism program.  They can be marked by using two approaches.  Eight sites are on 
land, two of those can be marked individually and the remainder can be grouped into three 
interpretive kiosks.   
 
Myrtis 
From the 1890s to the 1920s the Black Bayou Lumber Company planing mill, railroad, and 
company village, Myrtis, were located here. Milled lumber was shipped to markets in Texas and 
Kansas City.  During the Rodessa oil boom from about 1935 to about 1955 United Gas’ Rodessa 
Gas Plant and Gas Compressor Station were located here and pipelined natural gas to locations 
outside of Louisiana.  Only the lumber company’s mill pond and mill concrete support blocks, 
and two of the compressor station’s buildings, remain as reminders of the significant role Myrtis 
played in Louisiana’s historic lumber and petroleum industries. 
 

• Locate the marker on the west side of LA Hwy. 1 near the mill pond. 
 
Browning Plantation House 
William (Billy) Daniel Browning, married to Rebecca daughter of John Rives, was a charter 
member of the Masonic Lodge at Monterey and owned a store, saw and grist mills, a cotton gin 
and warehouse there.  In 1848, the people of the village of William’s Landing sent Browning to 
act as pilot for the steamboat Monterey’s Captain Withenbury. On the second attempt, the 
Monterey succeeded in traveling from Ferry (Caddo) Lake up Jim’s Bayou and docking at 
William’s Landing.  The people renamed their village Monterey.  Browning established his 
plantation just west of Vivian and built his home there in 1848.  The district’s only antebellum 
house stands today and is still occupied by the Browning family.  Some of Browning’s slaves 
carved dates and their names into the cypress logs used in framing the house where they slept in 
the attic for warmth on cold winter nights.  Browning shipped cotton grown on his plantation out 
of the port at Monterey. 
 

• Locate the marker on the north side of LA Hwy. 170 west of Vivian adjacent to the 
driveway to the Browning House. 

 
Caddo and Coushatta Villages Interpretive Kiosk (3 Sites) 
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In 1795 the Caddo relocated from their village site near Long Prairie in Arkansas to the south to 
a location on Cedar Bluffs on the eastern side of the Red River in present day Bossier Parish.  
They remained there just two years and because of disease moved about nine miles to the 
northwest into Caddo Parish.  They established what is referred to as the Flood Plain Village Site 
in 1797 adjacent to a bend in Red Bayou just northeast of present day Hosston.  They remained 
there until 1800 when, because of annual flooding, they moved west just into Texas. 
 
At about the time of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase the Coushatta, forced out of their eastern 
villages, moved to the west and occupied the former Caddo village site at Cedar Bluffs.  They 
remained there until about 1809 when they moved a few miles north remaining on the eastern 
side of the Red River.  Their presence there resulted in the name Coushatta Bluffs being given to 
the location.  After the Caddo Cession of 1835 the Coushatta moved westward and then on to the 
Indian Territory of Oklahoma. 
 

• Locate the kiosk in the public boat launch park adjacent to LA Hwy. 2 at the western foot 
of the Red River Bridge. 

 
Black Bayou Interpretive Kiosk (3 Sites) 
From 1829 to 1831 Second Lieutenant Washington Seawell was detailed to engineering duties 
from his frontier duties at Fort Jessup in Sabine Parish Louisiana.  During that time he cut and 
removed navigation obstacles in Bayou Pierre, Twelve Mile Bayou, Soda Lake, Black Bayou, 
and Red Bayou.  At Erwin’s Bluff he dug a ¾ mile long canal that connected Black to Red 
Bayous creating the Caddo Prairie Bypass that enabled flat, keel and steamboats to navigate 
around the log jam in the river to bring in settlers, perform re-supply operations, and to move 
products to market to and from the upper Red River settlement areas of southeast Oklahoma, 
southwest Arkansas, and northeast Texas.  The bypass functioned from 1830 to about 1873. 
 
In 1825, after the factory system had been eliminated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Caddo 
Indian Agency was relocated from its location at the confluence of the Sulphur and Red Rivers in 
Arkansas south into Caddo Parish.  The Arkansas portion of Caddo lands had become impossible 
to keep settlers and homesteaders out due to the large influx of them into the area and some 
twenty-five years earlier the remaining Caddo had combined into a single group and had moved 
into Texas just north of Caddo Lake.  The Caddo Prairie Indian Agency was located between 
Black and Red Bayous probably just south of the Erwin’s Bluff area.  Located there were the 
agent George Grey and the agency gunsmith Jacob Erwin and his family.  Gray strictly enforced 
trading arrangements with the Caddo and prosecuted and removed by military force white 
squatters from the Caddo land.  Annual flooding forced the site’s relocation in 1831 to the south 
of Shreveport. 
 
The Quapaw’s homeland was in Arkansas.  The same forces that forced the Caddo and the 
Indian Agency to relocate into Caddo Parish caused the Quapaw to leave their homeland.  They 
were a tribe that was friendly to the Caddo so they were allowed by Caddo Chief Dehahuit to 
move onto their lands after the payment of a memorial.  In 1826, the Quapaw located their 
village to the southeast of the Indian agency’s location probably across Red Bayou.  There they 
could affect affairs with the agency and receive the agency’s protection.  In 1830, the Quapaw 
abandoned the location because of flooding and returned to the north. 
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• Locate the kiosk near the Gamm Road (Caddo Parish 19) intersection with LA Hwy. 170 

near Erwin’s bluff. 
 
Mooringsport Interpretive Kiosk (4 Sites) 
James Shennick was born in about 1804 in New York and by the early 1820s had relocated to 
northwest Louisiana.  He married Emily Edwards, a daughter of Larkin Edwards who was the 
Caddo interpreter for the Indian Agency.  Shennick and his wife located to and settled on Stormy 
Point on the north shore of Caddo Lake in about 1824 becoming the first Americans to do so 
anywhere on or near the lake.  His locating there was facilitated by his father-in-law and had as 
its purpose the operating of a ferry across the lake for the agency’s use.  Shennick would buy the 
112 acres on the Stormy Point location of his homestead in 1843 and would remain there until 
the 1850s when he sold it.  By then, his wife had died and he remarried to Sarah Cauthern and by 
1855 he moved north and became the first owner in 1860 of the land where Myrtis would be 
located in the future.  Shennick died there in 1863 and was buried in a now lost cemetery.  Ferry 
Lake, the early name for Caddo Lake, was so named because of the business Shennick operated 
on the lake.  Early references to Jim’s Bayou called it Coushatta and it was named for Shennick 
because of his relationship with the Caddo. 
 
Mooringsport is the oldest continuously occupied community located in the heritage awareness 
area and traces its genesis back to 1837 when Timothy Mooring of North Carolina made his way 
in a wagon train to Caddo Parish settling just south of Caddo Lake.  By the early 1840s, Mooring 
was operating a ferry across Caddo Lake.  Shortly thereafter, the Croom and Noel families 
settled in the area and began to operate general merchandise businesses on the south shore of the 
lake.  Mooring’s ferry location became a port of call during the steamboat era on the lakes 
resulting in some economic growth.  Children of these families intermarried remaining there and 
soon others located to the area and the community slowly grew.  In the late 1890s, the Kansas 
City Southern Railroad crossed Caddo Lake through the community building a depot and 
creating another economic growth period. The oil boom of the early Twentieth Century brought 
to Mooringsport many workers and industry related businesses and the community boomed to 
become what it is today.  Mooringsport was incorporated as a town in 1927.   
 
Huddie (Leadbelly) Ledbetter was born on the Jeter Plantation just west of Mooringsport in 
1888.  Leadbelly became a nationally known folk song writer and singer and penned such 
musical hits as Goodnight Irene, Rock Island Line, and Midnight Special.  Leadbelly died in 
1949 and was interred in the Shiloh Cemetery just south of Mooringsport. 
Caddo Chief Dehahuit has been referred to as the last great chief of the Caddo.  Dehahuit was a 
shrewd leader and a skilled diplomat who protected Caddoan interests in dealing with European 
and American authorities.  In 1825, Dehahuit required the Indian Agency to clearly define the 
boundaries of the Caddo lands.  Those boundaries encompassed what were to become Miller 
County Arkansas and Caddo Parish Louisiana.  Dehahuit died in 1833.  Floods in 1870 on Caddo 
Lake exposed a skeleton together with copper and silver jewelry indicating a person or rank, 
probably Dehahuit, was buried there. 
 

• Locate the kiosk in Mooringsport in the town’s small park area adjacent to LA Hwy. 538 
and the town’s public boat launch.  Stormy Point can be seen from that location. 
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Figure 23:  Heritage Sites, Caddo Prairie Historic District 
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Caddo Prairie Historic District Heritage Trails Markers 
 
A significant amount of the developed highways in the area evolved from Caddo Indian trails. 
Marking those and developing interpretive media; brochures, kiosks, auto tours, and signs as an 
initial step is recommended.  The waterways in the area, post-Caddoan period, were used to 
transport settlers, materials and economic products via flat, keel, and steamboats from about 
1830 until the end of the 19th Century.  

Figure 24:  Heritage Land Trails, Caddo Prairie Historic District 
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Many of the land trails shown in Figure 19, while historic, are of less significance from a cultural 
legacy perspective than others.  Those have been eliminated and what remains are five heritage 
land trails, three following a north-south orientation and two running east-west. 
 
Caddo Prairie Plantation Trail 
Until the Red River raft was removed in 1873 and the Caddo Parish Police Jury began an 
extensive levee building and drainage program in 1895, much of the land of the river’s flood 
plain was continuously or seasonably under water.  The plantation trail identified in Figure 23 
essentially runs north-south through the middle of the flood plain.  Some planters living in 
Bossier Parish began farming operations just west of the river in the area soon after the United 
States took possession of the land and completed surveys in about 1840.  That activity was 
limited and increased after 1873 as more land became less prone to annual flooding.  It is 
presently not clear when plantation creation and subsistence farming activities began in earnest 
in the flood plain.  Until more information becomes available, the time period of the 1880s to the 
1920s seems to be appropriate.  From Shreveport north to Gilliam, the trail follows LA Hwy. 
3049 and from Gilliam to the north the route is along the Gilliam-Scotts Slough road. 
 
The loop at the southern end of the trail is the Sentell Road.  There were many colorfully named 
plantations along the trail.  Located along that loop were Cash Point, Gold Point, Fire Point, 
Cairo, Soda Fount, and Dixie.  Haiti was located north of Dixie.  The Wild Lucia, Grassland, 
Paw Paw, and All’s Well plantations and smaller planter’s holdings were located between 
Belcher and Gilliam. Toward the river from Gilliam were Peru, Egypt, and Havana.  Cape 
Colony, Possum Walk, and Elmer were located north of Gilliam.  At the north end of the trail, 
Missionary was located adjacent to the river.  Other place names included Paradise and Hell, 
Kansas, Corner Place, Tanglewood, Thanksgiving, Woodlawn, Killarny, Wildwood, Cuba, and 
Conchatta. 
 

• Way finding must include trail markers just south of the lower Sentell Road intersection 
with 3049, where highways 173, 169, and 530 intersect the trail, where highway 170 
intersects US 71, and at the intersection of LA Hwy. 2 and the Gilliam-Scotts Slough 
road. The same markers or others can be used to list the colorful plantation homes that 
were located all along the trail. 

 
Shreveport to Lewisville Road 
The Shreveport to Lewisville Arkansas Military Road was established at about the time of the 
Civil War.  It was the first north-south road through the area and it followed parts of previously 
established routes; the Road to Caddo Prairie, the Caddo Trail to the agency location, and a 
Caddo trail to the northeast that ran to the Sulphur Fork Factory location in Arkansas.  It 
provided a route of communications not only for settlers into the area but for the military to be 
able to travel north to Arkansas where they could connect to other routes.  Today most of LA 
Hwy. 538 is along that road as is highways 170 and 168.  The dashed sections of the route are 
surrogate roads where the original road no longer exists. 
 

• Mark its location at the southern end of 538 and at its Oil City intersection with LA Hwy. 
1, at highway 530, at the Clyde Place road, at its intersection with highway 170 toward 
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Vivian, at its intersection with the Old Atlanta Road, and at its intersection with the 
Myrtis State Line Road. 

 
Road to Caddo Prairie 
The road to Caddo Prairie was the first road that entered the area from the south and appears on 
an 1839 survey map.  It was used by the first settlers to get from the Greenwood area into 
northern Caddo Parish both south and north of Caddo Lake.  It followed an old Caddo Indian 
trail from their last village site to Natchitoches and is today approximated by LA Hwy. 169 from 
Mooringsport to the south.  From Mooringsport to the north it crossed Caddo Lake and curved 
around Clear Lake and made its way staying north of Black Bayou to Erwin’s Bluff.  James 
Erwin was probably the first one to use it in the late 1830s to make his way to his plantation 
location. 
 

• The road should be marked south of Mooringsport at about the Blanchard-Latex Road.  
From Mooringsport north it follows highway 538 into Oil City and from there it follows 
two surrogate roads, highway 530 east to the Gamm Road and then north to Erwin’s 
Bluff.  Way finding signs should be located at all highway intersections. 

 
Caddo Agency Trail 
This was an active Caddo trail from 1800 until the cession of 1835.  It led from the Caddo village 
in Texas and entered Louisiana approximately following along Vivian’s Airport Road.  From 
Vivian it had two branches.  The southern branch went to the Caddo Prairie Indian Agency 
location across Black Bayou and just south of Erwin’s Bluff and was used between 1825 and 
1831 while the agency was located there.  Today that is LA Hwy. 170.  The Shreveport to 
Lewisville Military Road of about 1860 used part of highway 170 as the trail. 
 
Caddo Trading Trail 
The northern branch of the trail led east from Vivian approximately following today’s LA Hwy. 
2 to where Hosston is located.  From there, the trail continued on to the east crossing the Red 
River and headed north into Arkansas.  From Hosston to the east the trail is approximated by the 
Hosston River Road.  At its eastern end, the trail passes by the 1797 – 1800 Caddo Flood Plain 
village site.  This trail was used until the Caddo Cession of 1835.  Also, near the eastern end, the 
trail parallels a long part of Red Bayou where steam boats once traveled. 
 

• The trail should be marked at the state line where Vivian’s Airport Road begins.  Another 
marker is required at the LA Hwy. 1 and LA Hwy. 2 intersection leading east to highway 
2’s intersection with highway 170.  From there both ends of 170 require marking for the 
agency portion of the trail.   To the north from that intersection, mark both ends of 
highway 2, the trading trail, to Hosston.  From Hosston, the river road requires marking.  
Where the trail crosses the plantation road another marker is required. 
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Figure 25:  Heritage Water Trails, Caddo Prairie Historic District 
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Figure 25 depicts the water routes used during the steamboat era in north Caddo Parish, which
began in 1830 with the opening of Seawell’s Canal and ended in about 1900 with the coming o
the railroads across the area.  There were three, one led to the north to service the upper Red 
River trade area, one entered into Caddo Lake and 

 
f 

had two main branches.  One went north to 
e Village of Monterey and the other went west to Jefferson, Texas.  There were multiple other 

h the lake. 
th
landings off the two main routes throug
 
Caddo Prairie Bypass Canoeing Trail 
This water trail follows the old river bypass steamboat route from Erwin’s Bluff along Black 
Bayou south to its confluence with the outflow from the Caddo Lake dam into Twelvemile 
Bayou and ends at the southern end of the Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area where LA 
Hwy. 173 crosses the bayou.  In figure 24, this trail is indicated by dashed lines, since for the 
present it is a provisional designation.  Partnering with interested governmental agencies and a 
feasibility study for the water ways use as a canoeing trail must be completed.  The Twelvemile 
Bayou portion of the trail is probably safe for canoeing but the Black Bayou portions use remains 

 be determined.  During the feasibility study, access sites must be determined.  Construction of 

ould be at either end as well as at intermediate access points. 

to
access features must be completed before this would become a viable water trail. 
 

• Marking of the trail w
 
Port Monterey Boating Trail 
The Port Monterey Boating Trail could have two access locations at its southern end in Caddo 
Lake.  One could be at Mooringsport and the other could be at Williamson Park just adjacent to
LA Hwy. 1 south of Oil City.  Marking the steamboat route on Caddo Lake from Mooringsp
or Williamson Park to Jim’s Bayou past the old Ferry Lake community and Plum Point while 
pointing out the locations of the historic Rives, Bonham’s, Stacy’s Landings will facilitate 
touring on the lake.  The boat trail into Jim’s Bayou presently ends just north of Roger’s Station 
just a little more than half the way from Mooringsport to Monterey.  At this point, a ma

 
ort 

rker 
lative to Monterey should be located.  As with the previous canoeing trail, a feasibility study is 

rey should be marked and the one to Jefferson should be marked and landings such 
as Low’s/Jeter’s and Swanson’s as well as the Mittie Stephens wreck site can be pointed 

 

 purposes (Swanson’s Landing and 
y a Texas Historical Marker at the intersection of TX Hwy. 

49 and TX FM 727 at Gray, several miles from the site.    

re
required prior to any development of the water trail from Roger’s Station to the north. 
 

• The water trails can be marked on posts along the boating trails presently located 
throughout the lake.  Where the water trail split on the lake at Rocky Point, the trail to 
Monte

out.   
 
Caddo Lake Historic District Heritage Sites and Markers 
 
There are seven historic markers recommended for CLHD.  Markers are needed on land and 
water for two points, the historic port of Monterey and Port Caddo.  One location is a node where 
three sites may be marked.  From another marker location, the primary site and two navigation
route features may be observed.  Two points of interest have been previously marked with Texas 
Historical Markers, which are poorly located for CLHAEP
Port Caddo).  Potter’s Point is noted b
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Monterey (Land and Water Markers) 
Monterey (ca 1845 –  ca 1885) was the first village developed north of Caddo Lake and was 
located on the Texas-Louisiana state line, on the shores of Monterey Lake, about five miles 
southwest of Vivian, Louisiana.  The street plan of Monterey included eighteen blocks with four
lots each.  A public square was located in the center of the village and a steamboat landing was 
located at the lake’s shore.  From August, 1851 to January, 1867 and from August 1878 to Jun
1900 Monterey had a federal post office.  The Masons formed Clinton Lodge No. 42 there in 
1848, and very soon after that, renamed it Van Zant Lodge no. 42.  Their year-end report for 
1848 referred to the location as being formerly known as William’s Bluff.  S. L. Williams w
prominent 

 

e, 

as a 
store owner there and perhaps he was the first settler and early namesake for the 

cation.   

 
 track. 

per 
at 

he 

 enclosed by a 
rought iron fence and a few paupers’ graves marked by chunks of iron ore. 

 

metery. Locate a water marker at the end of boat road B near the LA 
 Hwy. 2 Bridge. 

lo
 
Monterey had at least three stores, a saloon, one or two blacksmiths, a mercantile business, a 
cotton warehouse, a saw mill, a grist mill and a cotton gin.  Entertainment included town dances,
the consumption of alcohol, and betting on rooster fights and horse races at the local race
During the Civil War, a Captain Marshall drilled his company of men every Saturday at 
Monterey.  Also during the Civil War, warehouses at Monterey became repositories for the 
South’s medium of exchange, cotton.  Monterey’s steamboat port was primarily used to ship out 
cotton, raised by the area’s farmers, to Shreveport and other locations and almost 5,000 bales 
season were shipped out in the years prior to the war.  Sam Williams came on the steambo
Hornett to Monterey to visit his father, S. L. Williams in 1879 probably marking the last 
steamboat passage to that port.  Williams observed many vacant houses and buildings in t
village during his visit.  Also in that year, Bob Harrell bought the last remaining store in 
Monterey from S. L. Williams. Today, the village of Monterey exists only in history and 
memory and its physical remains are but a vandalized cemetery of two graves
w
 

• Locate the land marker at the end of the Monterey School Road (CP 150) at the  
 Louisiana – Texas state line at the eastern side of Monterey Lake and indicate the 
 location of the ce

 
Trees City (Land Marker) 
In 1911, fed up with camp followers and abhorrent worker living conditions, alcohol abuse and 
rowdism, William Stiles the land owner and the Trees Oil Company mineral lease holder began 
development of a company village that would be free of those social ills.  It had worker houses, a 
machine shop, store, hotel, church, doctor’s office, pool hall, school, dance pavilion, post office
air dome, and a Y.M.C.A. that doubled as the community center.  In late 1917 and early 1918, 
the Army’s Company M, 155th Infantry established Fort Hoskins there to protect property a
quell disturbances during an oil field worker’s strike.  The priva

, 

nd 
tely owned development, a 

odel for others, was the first such oil field village ever built.  

ide LA Hwy. 2 near the Trees Baptist Church just east of 
the Louisiana -Texas state line. 

m
 

• Locate the marker on the south s

 
 

Jeffersonian Institute 61



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

Rives’ Landing (Marker on the Water) 
Rives' Landing was the location, in Louisiana just east of the Louisiana – Texas state line, in 
1838 of the first steamboat landing ever made on Caddo Lake.  Harriet Potter stated that fact i
her memoirs indicating that the stop was made to offload Rives and his belongings so that he
could establish his plantation there.  The location became known as Rives’ Landing.  Rives 
established a large and profitable plantation inland some distance from the north shore of Caddo 
Lake.  Two of Rives’ daughters married men who would continue to be prominent in the area’s 
history.  Ben Bonham married Lucy Rives and established Bonham’s Landing just up stream on
Jim’s Bayou from Rives' Landing in the 1880s.  William Billy

n 
 

 
 Browning married Rebecca and 

as prominent in the businesses of the village of Monterey.   

• Locate the marker at the intersection of the boat roads C and E just off Big Sandy Island. 

w
 

 
Bonham’s Landing (Marker on Water) 
Bonham’s Landing was located on Jim’s Bayou a short distance upstream of Rives’ Landing.  
Ben Bonham was a famous riverboat captain in the Red River and Big Cypress Bayou trades.  
He retired and went into business as a cotton planter in the early 1870s.  Bonham’s Landing m
have served only the Bonham Plantation for convenient transport of cotton to Shreveport.  In 
1882, Bonham returned briefly to the steamboat business until his first boat after retirement, th

ay 

e 
essie B, wrecked and was lost on Big Cypress Bayou in the vicinity of Dougherty’s Defeat. 

• Locate the marker at boat lane marker B37 near Bonham’s Arm.  

tephens Steamboat Wreck, Low’s/Jeter’s Landing, and Perry’s Landing (Marker on the 

L
 

 
Mittie S
Water) 
On the night of February 11, 1869, after leaving Mooringsport for Swanson's Landing, the 
paddle wheeler Mittie Stephens caught fire and sank.  When she caught fire, she headed for sho
and ran aground.  The fire started near the bow as the wind blew open air flames into bales 
hay igniting them.  Many passengers ran to the aft end and jumped into the lake.  The still 
churning paddlewheel caused the drowning of many.  Sixty-nine people either drowned or wer
burned to death.  The wreck’s debris could be seen for many years after the accident but over 
time due to site scavenging and material disintegration the location was lost to history and was 
thought to be in Texas.  In the 1990s the site was rediscovered to be in Louisiana.  Re

re 
of 

e 

lics from 
e site are in area museums with some it being in the Mooringsport Mini Museum. 

redecessor to Jeter’s and diminished in importance with the rise of Swanson’s Landing in 
858. 

d Swanson’s Landing and 
ever reached prominence due to other landings being better located. 

n Louisiana east of marker A87 where all the 
d. 

th
 
Low’s landing is located on the Rocky Point peninsula between Perry’s Landing and 
Mooringsport.  It was operated by John Lowe and his son beginning in 1854.  Low’s Landing 
was a p
1
 
Perry’s Landing was a minor landing just below Swanson’s.  It was operated by Joshua and 
Levin Perry in the 1850s.  It had a tram connecting to the better situate
n
 

• Locate the marker(s) along boat lane A i
nodal feature locations may be viewe

Jeffersonian Institute 62



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

Swanson’s Landing (Marker on the Water) 
Peter Swanson, his wife, Amelia, and most of their children moved to Texas in 1833 from Giles 
County, Tennessee.  They settled on a twenty-acre tract on the south shore of Caddo Lake.  O
side of his property adjoined the boundary between Texas and the United States; Swanson's 
Landing was thus the first port of entry through the lake.  In accordance with an act of the Texas
legislature, Swanson's location entitled him to 640 acres; the state therefore added 620 acres in
Smith County to his twenty acres.  Swanson was a civil engineer and a surveyor.  The twenty-
acre lake property he had chosen and surveyed had many valuable qualities.  The harbor was of a 
comfortable depth for large riverboats.  The Swansons had but to step across the boundary line to
find sanctuary in the United States.  Swanson constructed a dock and warehouses and opene
general store.  Later he built a gristmill.  On December 29, 1845, Texas became the twenty-
eighth state of the Union.  Swanson's landing was a port of entry for the resultant population 
surge, and Peter Swanson prospered.  He invested in land, slaves, and livestock. In April 1849, 
he and his wife made a joint will that revealed their ownership of 6,800 acres of land, slav
livestock.  Swanson died on December 14, 1849 and was buri

ne 

 
 

 
d a 

es, and 
ed in the family plot on his 

plantation. Thomas F. Swanson took over his father's work.  

 

t 

, 

k 

of the great raft from the Red River, the demise of Swanson's Landing as a port 
was inevitable.  

• Locate the marker along boat road F at marker F1. 

In 1857, Swanson's Landing was the starting point for the Southern Pacific Railroad, one of the 
earliest of all Texas railroads.  The rails, cars, and other railroad accoutrements were brought in 
by riverboats. The ties were made at Swanson’s.  The young people of Marshall began riding the
Southern Pacific to Swanson's Landing where they would swim, dance, picnic, and go boating.  
At day's end they would board the train for home.  In 1861, Texas joined the Confederacy.  Tha
year C. E. Hynson, superintendent of the railroad, reported that the railroad had transported to 
Swanson's Landing 33,000 sacks of corn and 4,274 bales of cotton.  With the fall of Vicksburg
Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith ordered the rails to be taken up between Jonesville and Swanson's 
Landing and used as an extension from Jonesville to Shreveport.  With the removal of the trac
from Swanson's Landing, the shifting of the riverboat to the boomtown of Jefferson, and the 
clearing in 1873 

Clinton (Marker on the Water) 
John P. Campbell moved his family from Missouri to the Kitchen Creek area of Caddo Lake in 
1843 and began operating a plantation of over 1,400 acres.  The naming of Clinton Lake 
the landing was derived from and for Clinton J. Willard, one of Campbell’s neighboring
landowners.  Naming the location as Clinton rather than Clinton Landing indicates the 
anticipated level of development, which was never realized because Clinton was off the m
boat route between Monterey and Smithland.  Clinton’s immediate market area was also 
dominated by the much older and well-established Port Caddo.  In addition to the Willards and 
Campbells, residents of Clinton included James McCord, a mechanic, Thomas Roper, overseer 
of the Campbell plantation, and William Roberson, a physician.  Access to Clinton was diffic
and accomplished by navigation from Big Cypress Bayou at Clinton Chute through Clinton 
Ditch and Withenbury Slough.  Clinton was not important enough for a post office, but was 
included on the postal routes between Fulton on Red River and Jefferson and between Port 

and of 
 

ain 

ult 
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Caddo and Moore’s Ferry on the Sulphur Fork of the Red River.  Commerce at the landing 
appears to cease in 1855 during severe drought and prolonged low water condition. 

• Locate the marker along boat lane 3 at its junction with boat road 2D at Judd Hole.  Note 
. the locations of Clinton Ditch and Whistleberry Slough (a corruption of Withenbury)

Port Caddo (Road and Marker on the Water) 
Port Caddo was the earliest and most important port or landing on the steamboat route until 
Jefferson.  Immediately north of the hills now occupied by Caddo Lake State Park,   

ort Caddo was located at the first point on Caddo Lake that afforded sufficient land for a town.  

as 

States and forbidden to 
nter Texas.  Starving with no place to go, Rusk recognized the severity of their problems and 

eculiar 

t of 
  

 
and Todd was operating at Port Caddo by 1845.  

rander was a merchant from New Orleans and Todd later became the principal merchant at 

  

e Southern Pacific Railroad between Shreveport and Marshall.  There was no longer a reason 
ce 
. 

• Locate the road marker along MC 2412 (Pine Island Road) next to the site.  Locate the 
ou where MC 2412 makes a sharp  

P
Port Caddo was laid out as a result of a Republic of Texas land grant of 660 acres to Obediah 
Hendrick, Jr. in 1838.  Hendricks plat for the town included 1000 lots. 
 
In 1838, the Texas Militia established a base at Port Caddo to launch an attack on the Caddo 
Indians who were accused of depredating upon the lives and property of the people of Texas.  
Although the boundary between the United States and the Republic was indefinite at the time, 
the location of the Caddo was to the northeast and understood to be within the United States.  
The Texas Militia marched on the Caddoan village under the command of General Rusk, but w
asked for a parley by Chief Dehahuit who convinced the general that there was no need for blood 
shed.  Since the Caddo cessation, they had been expelled from the United 
e
agreed that there was no justification for war.  Bloodshed was thus avoided, but with the p
happenstance that the United States had been invaded by a foreign army. 
 
Port Caddo was the primary cotton outlet for the rich plantations of Harrison County and 
serviced the trade north of Big Cypress Bayou through its ferry.  It was also a primary poin
immigration.  In 1846, one steamboat alone brought in some 400 settlers and their belongings.
The census of 1850 reported a population of a least 50 of which there were four merchants, three 
grocers, and a tavern keeper.  William H. Cobbs, one of the merchants in 1850, served as 
postmaster between 1846 and 1848 and was a financial contributor to improve the navigation
route up Big Cypress Bayou.  The firm Brander 
B
Smithland.  Other business men were N.B. Perry, Marshall Spell, R.A. Boggass, J.H. Fyffe, 
William H. Farley, J.A. Farley, and J.T. Carter. 
 
The rise of Jefferson did not negatively impact Port Caddo because it served a different market.
Cotton from points to the south in Harrison County flowed through Port Caddo.  If Port Caddo 
had not been where it was, Benton and Swanson’s Landing would have served.  The flow of 
commodities and immigrants through Marshall was through Port Caddo and Shreveport rather 
than Jefferson.  Steamboats stopped arriving at Port Caddo in 1866 because of the completion of 
th
for Port Caddo’s market clientele to haul cotton in by wagon.  However, some form of commer
continued to move through Port Caddo until 1877 when railroads became ubiquitous to the area
 

water marker on the south bank of Big Cypress Bay
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 turn to the east. 

ddo 

dlife Department canoeing 
ails from Caddo Lake State Park through Carter’s Lake and Clinton Lake within the WMA are 

tes at Potter’s Point and utilizes Alligator Bayou and the Government 

 
Caddo Lake Historic District Heritage Trails Markers 
 
A number of modern road routes in CLHD present heritage assets directly associated with Ca
Lake.  Access to Caddo Lake from I-20 at Waskom offers interpretive opportunities related to 
the plantations, villages, and service trades that emerged as a result of the transport of cotton 
through the lakes.  Access from the north presents additional views of the last Caddoan site, 
features related to the historic timber and petroleum industries, early transportation features, and 
an important contributing individual.  The main water trail follows the navigation route from 
Jefferson to Mooringsport.  The two current Texas Parks and Wil
tr
included.  Another origina
Ditch for the most scenic, self-guided tour available on the lake. 
 
Jonesville Planter’s Trail 
The Jonesville Planters Trail begins at the Jonesville exit on I-20 at Waskom and ends in 

• Locate trailhead markers just east of Jonesville on TX FM 134 as close to I-20 as possible 
nction with TX Hwy 43. Post another at the 2682 junction with 

Karnack.  It consists of seven features related to the early culture of CLHD and spans a 15 mile 
southern approach to Caddo Lake from I-20.        
 

and at the HC 2682 ju
134. 

 
T.C. Lindsey General Store 
Jonesville, located on TX FM 134 sixteen miles east of Marshall and two miles west of Waskom 
was pioneered by William Jones who opened a trading post and a stagecoach line to serve near
planters in 1847.  The railroad operated from Jonesville to Swanson’s Landing.  After the Civi
War the trading post and town were moved a mile south of its original location to take advantage
of the Southern Pacific Railroad, which was completed from Marshall to Shreveport in 1868.  
The Jones Trading Post evolved into

by 
l 

 

 the T.C. Lindsey General Store, which has continuously 
perated to the present day.  The store is a treasure trove of antique collections and fixtures and 

tion 

• Locate a marker in front of the store on the west side of TX FM 134.  Work with the 
n, Marty Vaughan, Ellen Vaughan Miller, and Lelia 

nd Company Cotton Gin

o
offers hard to get items of cultural significance.  It has been used as the setting for several mo
pictures and television productions. 
 

landowners, Patricia Ann Vaugha
Vaughan, for placement of a Texas Historical Marker at the front of the store. 

 
T.C. Lindsey a  

his cotton gin functioned from 1929 and was the last operating cotton gin in Harrison County T
when it closed in 1973.  The original machinery was left in place.  This feature has potential for 
guided tours. 
 

• Locate the marker on the west side of the structure fronting TX FM 134 across from the 
T.C. Lindsey General Store. 
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Dr. Samuel Floyd Vaughan Home 
A native of Missouri and a veteran of the Civil War, Dr. Vaughan served the area as a physician 
and surgeon performing the first appendectomy in the county under the shade of the giant 

agnolia tree in his yard.  The house is a two-room central hall plan constructed in 1841-1842.  
e 

a project marker on the east side of TX FM 134 on right of way in front of the 

m
A second story was added in 1865.  The structure is marked by a THC marker placed beside th
front door on the porch. 
 

• Locate 
house. 

 
Locust Grove 
Locust Grove is a two-story home with double galleries, which was built in 1847.  Lumber for 

 by 
xen.  Locust Grove is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

construction was shipped in through Swanson’s Landing and transported from there to the site
o
 

• Locate a project marker at the junction of TX FM 134 and Coleman Road (HC 2211). 
 
Mimosa Hall Cemetery  
The Mimosa Hall home was constructed by John J. Webster, an early plantation owner, in 1844.  

he cemetery has a Texas Historical Marker and contains graves of the local aristocracy, civil 

ent. 

 by a THC marker next to TX 

T
War veterans, and field hands and house servants.  Servant graves are crudely marked or 
unmarked.  Group site tours are available by appointm
 
The entrance to the cemetery is marked by Harrison County and
FM 134.  No other marking of this site is necessary. 
 
Dr. Benjamin Harrison Baldwin Home and Walker Log Cabin 
This is the turn-of-the-century home of Dr. Benjamin Harrison Baldwin who was born in 1847
joined the Confederate army at the age of 17 as a medical purve

, 
yor, worked his way through 

ulane Medical School as a plantation laborer, and later delivered Claudia Alta Taylor who is 
was built in 

2 as part of Camp Fern and moved to the property in 1965. 

T
better known as “Lady Bird” Johnson.  The dog trot house that is on the property 
191
 

• Locate a project marker at the gate marked “Westwood” on TX FM 134. 
     
Andrews-Taylor Plantation 
The Andrews-Taylor Plantation is the site of the C.K. Andrews home, which was built in 1843 
nd called the “Brick House.”  The house was constructed by John J. Webster.  It was later 

ady Bird” 
nson.  The home is now owned by Taylor’s nephew. 

 
• Locate a project marker on right of way on the south side of TX Hwy. 43. 

   

a
obtained by the merchant T.J. Taylor who was the father of Claudia Alta Taylor, “L
Joh
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Figure 26:  Jonesville Planters Trail from I-20 to Karnack 

Legend: point 1=T.C. Lindsey General Store, 2=Cotton Gin, 
        3=Dr. Samuel Vaughan Home, 4=Locust Grove,  
        5=Mimosa Hall Cemetery, 6=Dr. Benjamin Harrison  
        Baldwin Home, 7=Andrews-Taylor Plantation 
 
Potter’s Point-Monterey Trail 
The Potter’s Point-Monterey Trail consists of a main artery, TX Hwy. 49 and LA Hwy. 2, the 
Monterey Loop, which runs from TX Hwy. 49 in Marion County to LA Hwy. 170 west of 
Vivian, and the Potter Spur, TX FM 727 from Gray to Potter’s Point.  The trail, as shown, 
overlaps into CPHD for physiographic completeness.  The main artery is 12.6 miles in length 
between end points at the modern day location of Smithland and at its junction with LA Hwy. 1.  
It possesses three tourism service amenities, the Pic-N-Pay store at Smithland, Caddo Lake 
Grocery at Gray, and The Relay Station on LA Hwy. 1, and three interpretive opportunities: the 
site of Trees City, the Hart’s Ferry feature, and a kiosk location at Caddo Lake Grocery.  The 
Monterey Loop, 17.6 miles in total distance, passes over an historic timber feature and offers a 
scenic overlook for viewing two significant sites and a natural feature on its route to Monterey 
and the plantation home of Billy Browning.  The Potter Spur connects TX Hwy. 49 with Robert 

Jeffersonian Institute 67



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

Potter’s home site and is six miles in length (see Heritage Sites and Markers-CPHD and CLHD 
for descriptions). 
 
Marker Locations for components of Potter’s Point-Monterey Trail 
TX Hwy. 49 and LA Hwy. 2 Main Artery: 

• Locate an interpretive kiosk in front of the Caddo Lake Grocery.  Provide panel 
descriptions for (1) the store as the oldest continually operating mercantile in Marion 
County, (2) Sha’chahdínnih (Timber Hill), and (3) Caddo Lake as a wetland of 
international importance.  Include at least one panel displaying a map showing roads and 
features of the Potter’s Point-Monterey Trail.  Devote another panel to a short description 
of Robert Potter and Harriet Potter Ames. 

• Locate the Trees City marker on the south side of LA Hwy. 2 near the Trees Baptist 
Church just east of the Louisiana -Texas state line. 

• Locate the Hart’s Ferry marker on the north side of the east approach to the LA Hwy. 2 
Bridge over Jim’s Bayou. 

Monterey Loop: 
• Locate an identification marker at both ends of the Black Bayou Lumber Company 

tramway which is a section of MC 3306 at coordinates 94°8’19.49W-32°49’48’N and 
94°7’32.31”W-32°50’57.22”N.  Locate a project marker between the identification 
markers for the tramway at a turnout. 

• Locate a turnout and observation platform at the high ridge for overlooking Jim’s Bayou, 
and viewing the site of Sha’chahdínnih (Timber Hill), and the location of Monterey at 
coordinates 94°6’10.32’W-32°51’9.73”N.  Provide an interpretive panel for each feature 
with directional view-finding attributes. 

• Locate the Monterey marker at the end of the Monterey School Road (CP 150) at the 
Louisiana – Texas state line at the eastern side of Monterey Lake.  Indicate the location 
of the cemetery.  Locate a water marker at the end of boat road B near Roger’s Station 
and the LA Hwy. 2 Bridge. 

• Locate the Browning marker on the north side of LA Hwy. 170 west of Vivian adjacent 
to the driveway to the Browning House. 

Potter’s Point Spur: 
• Relocate the existing THC marker for Potter’s Point from TX Hwy. 49 at Gray to the 

terminus of TX FM 727 at Potter’s Point.        
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  Figure 27:  Potter’s Point-Monterey Trail components and kiosk/marker 
 
Points of interest and marker locations for a water trail that follows the navigation route between 
Jefferson and Mooringsport were previously discussed under the Heritage Trails Markers-CLHD 
section of this report.  Since this trail is over 40 miles in length and there are launch ramp 
limitations, it should be experienced in sections.  The two current Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department canoeing trails from Caddo Lake State Park through Carter’s Lake and Clinton Lake 
and another originating at Potter’s Point and utilizing Alligator Bayou are described below.  All 
three are within the ecologically sensitive Ramsar Treaty wetland of international importance. 
 
Caddo Canoe Trail #1 
Caddo Canoe Trail #1 originates at Caddo Lake State Park where canoes may be rented from a 
concessionaire located at Mill Pond or launched from the public boat ramp.  The trail covers a 10 
mile scenic loop down Big Cypress Bayou, through Carney Canal, and follows boat lane 3 by 
Willowson Slough into Carter’s Lake.  At Carter’s Lake, the trail connects to boat road 3A and 
passes Horse Island, Big Hole, and Smith Slough on its way back to the bayou where it returns to 
the point of origin at the state park. 
 

• Locate project markers at the entrance to Carter’s Gap (Carney Canal) and at the mouth 
of Willowson Slough.  Indicate the historic significance of each.  Relate modern 
geological processes to the vegetative/nutrient cycling observed in Willowson Slough. 

• Locate another marker at the entrance to Carter’s Lake indicating the significance of the 
Ramsar Treaty designation. 
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Caddo Canoe Trail #2 
Caddo Canoe Trail #2 is a 22 mile loop trail, which starts at Caddo Lake State Park and 
progresses downstream passing Hell’s Half Acre and Horse Island, passes under Bradley Bridge, 
continues through Mossy Break on boat lane 4, and connects to the south entrance of 
Government Ditch via boat road 4A.  From government Ditch, the pathway continues past 
Devil’s Elbow on Alligator Bayou proceeding a half mile to a small slough on the left.  This 
waterway breaks out into Blind Slough on boat road 3 in Clinton Lake.  From Judd Hole, the 
route passes the location of historic Clinton, Joe Moore Hole, the mouth of Kitchen Creek and 
Carter’s Lake by way of Clinton Chute.  Boat road 3 is then followed back to Big Cypress Bayou 
passing Willowson Slough, this time on the right, and the entrance to Carter’s Gap.  Big Cypress 
is then taken back to the state park. 
 

• Locate canoe trail indicators at Bradley Bridge, at the turn to Government Ditch, and at 
the small waterway a half mile down from Devil’s Elbow on Alligator Bayou.  Place 
others along the course through Blind Slough to boat lane 3 at Judd Hole where boat road 
3 is picked up. 

 
Alligator Bayou Nature Trail 
From Potter’s Point Marina (no fuel) at Miller’s Point, self-guided motor boaters may embark on 
what is widely known as the most scenic water trail at Caddo Lake.  Alligator Bayou offers the 
unsurpassed opportunities for birding and viewing the mystic beauty of Caddo Lake.  Fishermen 
love to float Alligator Bayou from Devil’s Elbow downstream in late spring and early summer 
for their limit of sunfish.  The trails distance, as identified, encompasses about 18 miles, which 
can be easily completed in two hours.  From the launch site, boat road C is taken eastward over 
open water to where Alligator Bayou is accessed through Britt’s Gap.   A right turn on C takes 
boaters by Hog Wallow, Pine Bluff, Alligator Island, Stumpy Slough, and Whangdoodle Pass to 
Devil’s Elbow where boat road C ends.  The main channel of Big Cypress Bayou is taken a short 
distance to the south where the Ox Bow may be encountered.  After coming through the Ox 
Bow, boaters are presented a service and fuel stop opportunity at Johnson’s Ranch.  From here, 
the return trip is accomplished via boat road 1-K through Turtle Shell, where boat road C is met 
east of Britt’s Gap.  This boat lane is followed back to Potter’s Point Marina. 
 

• Locate boating trail markers at both entrances to Britt’s Gap, at Cross Bayou where boat 
roads C and D meet, at the origin of Alligator Bayou above Devil’s Elbow, and at both 
entrances to Ox Bow.          

  
Big Cypress Historic District Heritage Sites and Markers 
 
A total of 14 historic sites are listed in the project database for BCHD.  Two of these are nodes 
with collateral assets and 12 are site locations.  Eleven are adjacent to Big Cypress Bayou. Two 
sites can not be marked from the water. One is on the National Register of Historic Places.  See 
the Historic Assets section of this report for more complete descriptions of the historic sites and 
features listed for BCHD. 
 
Texas Historical Markers are recommended for five sites within BCHD: Trinity Church, 
Smithland, Benton, Ray’s Bluff, and Tuscumbia. The Grange school is recommended for 
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designation as a Registered State Historical Landmark.  The site of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers project for the Big Cypress Bayou Fish and Wildlife Restoration Project will become 
an outdoor interpretive center for tourist and K-16 educators in the landing/wharf area of 
downtown Jefferson. 
  
The Jefferson Steamboat Trail (Jefferson to Caddo Lake State Park on the Water) 
The Jefferson Steamboat Trail begins under the US Hwy. 59 Bridge or at the public boat launch 
ramp in Jefferson and proceeds 18 miles downstream to the public boat launch ramp at Caddo 
Lake State Park.  For canoes, a convenient take-out location exists at Thompson’s Camp about 
six miles downstream and another is 12 miles farther downstream at Skeeter’s Marina, a 
commercial convenience stop with a small café.  Motor boaters may purchase fuel here.  This is 
the only such location on Big Cypress Bayou.  Another take-out or launch point is located about 
five miles farther downstream just above the state park at the TPWD boat ramp under the TX. 
Hwy. 43 Bridge.        
 
Houston Street Node 
The first stagecoach road into Jefferson crossed Big Cypress Bayou via ferry and later by bridge 
at the Houston Street crossing.  At this point, on the south side of the bayou, the first meat 
packing operation in Jefferson was established.  Later, a much larger packery was established on 
the north bank.  A meat packery located here provided preserved meat to the Confederacy during 
the civil War.  Products were shipped by steamboats to Shreveport and New Orleans.  Meat 
products were shipped to markets as far away as New York City.  
 
The block of property provided for the first black church in Jefferson is located at the foot of 
Houston Street.  The church was used for religious services and political meetings and was 
burned by white radicals when Union troops entered Jefferson following the Civil War.  A 
stockade was then constructed behind the church site to incarcerate 23 members of a white 
supremacy group awaiting trial before a military commission.   Three men were found guilty of 
murder and the stockade was burned when federal troops left in 1870.  A new Union Baptist 
Church was erected, which still stands today.  Another structure, the first building in Jefferson, 
was located at the foot of Houston Street.  It was a log cabin built by Berry Durham in 1844.  
Durham operated the ferry there. 
 

• Locate a set of project markers on the north bank of Big Cypress Bayou just south of 
Houston Street on the Davis property to indicate significance of the five associated assets 
as the water trail head for the Jefferson Steamboat Trail.   

 
Diamond Bessie Murder Site 
A collateral asset of the Houston Street node is the Diamond Bessie murder site just into the 
woods along the south shore of Big Cypress Bayou across from Market Street.    
 

• Locate a project marker for the Diamond Bessie murder site on the south bank of Big 
Cypress Bayou on the Maison Bayou Bed and Breakfast property as the second point of 
interest on the water trail.   

   
Jefferson Landing and Wharf Area 
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The steamboat landing area in Jefferson extended all the way from Houston Street to Boon’s 
Bend just above The Packery.  The wharves, which were built between 1854 and 1872, were 
located between Polk Street and Soda Street.  
 

• Locate a project marker on the north bank of Big Cypress Bayou in the area where the 
wharves existed.  Wait for placement until after completion of the Fish and Wildlife 
Habitat Restoration Project to be conducted by contractors of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  Construction should start some time in the spring of 2008 and will take three 
years to complete.            

 
Confederate Ordnance Magazine 
The Jefferson Ordinance Magazine is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, but has 
no marker in place at the site.  It was situated on the Confederate Ordnance grounds with two 
other magazines and other buildings, which no longer exist.  The Jefferson Magazine functioned 
as a warehousing facility to move supplies and goods by water and overland between key 
facilities in East Texas and western Louisiana. 

• Locate a project marker on the south bank of Big Cypress Bayou next to the structure as a 
part of the Jefferson Steamboat Trail.  

Clark and Boice Lumber Mill 
The Clark and Boice Lumber Mill was the largest saw mill in the region between 1881 and 1934.  
Raw materials for the mill were transported by railroad from as far away as 32 miles.  
 

• Locate a project marker on the north bank of Big Cypress Bayou at Don Rainey’s 
campground as a point of interest along the Jefferson Steamboat Trail.  

 
Lone Star Iron Works 
Lone Star Iron Works was an historic foundry located between the Clark and Boice Lumber Mill 
and The Packery just above the north bank.  Large masonry equipment supports and solidified 
slag streams provide visible evidence of this post Civil War industrial site. 
 

• Position the next project marker for the Jefferson Steamboat Trail beside the visible slag 
vein along the north shore line. 

 
The Packery 
The John H. Wilson and Company, The Packery, was located three miles downstream of 
Jefferson and accounted for a large percentage of all down freights and substantial upfreights 
during the steamboat era.   
 

• Situate a project marker on the north shore of Big Cypress Bayou where the landing for 
The Packery was located. 
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Woodyards 
A group of businesses associated with the timber industry existed at various times during the mid 
to late nineteenth century between The Packery and Smithland.  Shoreline wood yards, such as 
the Jackson Woodyard (King’s or Keene’s), the English Woodyard, and Williams’ Saw Mill 
present the second feature node for the Jefferson Steamboat Trail. 
 

• Locate one project marker on the north bank of Big Cypress Bayou at coordinates 
94°18’28.2”W-32°45’25”N for “The Woodyards.” 

 
Smithland 
Smithland, the historic port established in 1839 at the confluence of Big Cypress and Black 
Cypress Bayous, was the head of navigation prior to the establishment of Jefferson in 1844-1845.  
The landing and warehouse was located on the flood plain along the shoreline.  Commercial 
buildings and homes were located on the bluff overlooking the landing. 
 

• Locate a project marker just to the east of the mouth of Black Cypress Bayou and to the 
west of the primitive boat launch site as part of the Jefferson Steamboat Trail.         

 
Shanghai  
Shanghai was a minor landing first used for emergency repair of steamboats damaged by snags 
or grounding.  It was never utilized for the export of cotton.  In the early twentieth century, 
Shanghai was a supply point for building materials for the construction of oil well platforms on 
Caddo Lake.  It also supplied cord wood, lumber, and telephone poles to ports such as Benton to 
the east.   
 

• Locate a Jefferson Steamboat Trail project marker at coordinates at 94°13’54.8”W-
32°44’16”N on the north shoreline.  

 
Benton and Ray’s Bluff 
Benton was located on a small peninsula formed by the confluence of Beckum Creek (Ray’s 
Creek) and Big Cypress Bayou about two miles by water below Shanghai and across and 
immediately above the creek from Ray’s Bluff.   
 

• Locate a marker for Benton under the bluff immediately upstream of the mouth of 
Beckum Creek for Benton and another under the bluff just below the creek for Ray’s 
Bluff. 

   
Big Cypress Historic District Heritage Trails Markers 
 
Two road routes from Jefferson connect to roads leading to Caddo Lake.  Both present 
interpretive opportunities.  The north approach route is TX Hwy. 49.  It links two cultural sites 
and a steamboat port by way of connecting county roads prior to passing modern Smithland 
where it becomes the Potter’s Point-Monterey Trail.  The southern approach to the lake is TX 
FM 134.  Two of its sites are of the early Steamboat Transportation context.  The other is an 
historic village supported by a crossing and then a bridge along the old Jefferson-Port Caddo and 

Jeffersonian Institute 73



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

Shreveport Roads.  Four Texas Historical Markers recommendations and a possible Registered 
State Historical Landmark site lie along these routes. 
 
Jefferson North Approach 
The North Approach covers 11.2 miles and connects the Trinity Loop and Smithland Spur assets 
to the CLHAEP road trail system.   
 
Trinity Church and Cemetery 
A section of MC 4112 is observed to be an undetermined historic wagon road prior to reaching 
the Trinity Church, which was established in 1899.  The earliest grave in its cemetery dates to 
1873.  The building was constructed at Shiloh as a school and then purchased, disassembled, the 
parts numbered, and then transported to the present site.  The building was re-assembled in 1899.  
Still in use are the original rough pine pews.  Modern metal "dinner on the grounds" pavilion and 
tables are located adjacent to the structure.  Still standing are the remains of earlier wooden table 
"trestles".  The congregation is now inactive, but the site is maintained by the Trinity Cemetery 
Association.  Please see Appendix:  Attachment Four for details. 
 

• Locate a project marker in front of the Trinity Church and Cemetery to replace the 
existing sign.  
Make application for a state marker for this site. 

 
Grange School 
The historic Grange school is located within easy walking distance of the church.  Behind it in a 
deep ravine is an impressive spring that was used by the school and, no doubt, by Native 
Americans.  The national Grange or Patrons of Husbandry began organizing schools in Texas in 
1873.  The Grangers' crusade for better education was their most important work.  The bimonthly 
Grange hall meeting was a school for the whole family; there they established libraries, sang 
songs, read essays, and developed speakers.  They worked for free and uniform textbooks, nine-
month school terms, consolidation of rural schools, a scholastic age of eighteen, capable 
teachers, and vocational courses.  Granges organized schools under the "school community 
system."  Please see Appendix:  Attachment 5 for details.   
 

• Locate a project marker on the north side of MC 4112 in front of the structure.  Make 
application for a Registered State Historical Landmark for this site. 

 
Smithland 
Smithland, the historic port established in 1839 at the confluence of Big Cypress and Black 
Cypress Bayous, was the head of navigation prior to the establishment of Jefferson in 1844-1845.  
The landing and warehouse was located on the flood plain along the shoreline.  Commercial 
buildings and homes were located on the bluff overlooking the landing. 
 

• Locate a project marker at the approach to the primitive boat launch area just off MC 
3212.  Make application for a Texas Historical marker to be place at the FM Hwy. 49 and 
MC 3212 junction. 

 

Jeffersonian Institute 74



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

 
Figure 28:  North and South Approaches, Big Cypress Historic District 

 
The Jefferson South Approach (TX Hwy. 134 from Jefferson to TX Hwy. 43 near Caddo Lake 
State Park) 
This approach to Caddo Lake takes advantage of the locations of two historic villages and one 
port as it traverses the 11.6 miles to its junction with TX Hwy. 43.  A convenience store with 
gasoline and a hot and cold delicatessen is available before reaching the junction with TX Hwy. 
43.  Proceeding through the junction, TX FM leads to Uncertain by way of Caddo Lake State 
Park and, via HC 2412. the site of Port Caddo.  
 
Tuscumbia 
Tuscumbia, a small town a short distance from Ray’s Bluff on Little Cypress Bayou, was laid out 
in 1839 near a prominent spring and bayou crossing.  Tuscumbia was located on the old wagon 
road from Port Caddo to Jefferson.  Remnants of the wagon road bridge are visible a short 
distance from the TX FM 134 Bridge over Little Cypress Bayou. 
 

• Locate a project marker at a turnout just off TX FM 134 on HC 2009.  Make application 
for a Texas Historical Marker to locate at the west approach to the Little Cypress Bayou 
Bridge on TX FM 134 and HC 2009. 

 
Benton and Ray’s Bluff 
Benton was a steamboat port and the head of navigation prior to clearance of debris from the 
bayou up to Smithland.  Some sources account for it as evolving from the earlier village of Ray’s 
Bluff. 
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• Locate two project markers just off TX 134 at the open area along the right-of-way 
created by the northwest curvature of HC 2403 (Long Camp Road), which is just south of 
the Big Cypress Bayou location of the port and village site.  Make application for two 
Texas Historical Markers.      

 
Marketing and Technology Use Plans 

 
Since its formation around 1800, Caddo Lake has been a backdrop for innumerable events and 
developments of historic significance.  The area is closely associated with the steamboat and 
early railroad eras, as well as early stage era of discovery and production of oil.  Although during 
the steamboat era Caddo Lake was a major thoroughfare for immigration into the area and the 
transport of cotton and other materials out of the area, it paradoxically was until recent times 
isolated by dint of the surrounding topography and has, thus, been largely unknown to the 
general public. 
 
Nevertheless, in its history there have been periods of lively travel and tourism, especially prior 
to the 1950s and a period of dam-building that created a number of large reservoirs in Texas, 
offering competing aquatic recreation sites.  Most visitors to Caddo Lake in the past have been 
drawn by their interest in hunting and fishing, in the sheer natural beauty of a largely unspoiled 
wetland environment, and other environmental-ecological interests. 
 

 
Figure 29:  Historic, all-weather tour boat on Caddo Lake 

 
Opportunities to attract visitors to Caddo Lake on the basis of its rich historical and cultural 
background are many.  Delivering an experience to visitors that is amplified by Caddo Lake’s 
resonant historical and cultural background will, no doubt, provide economic benefits to lake 
area businesses and attract low-impact visitors who can be expected to support the protection and 
well-being of this unique resource. 
 
Comprehensive and detailed information has been gathered that well amplifies the many eras, 
themes, and narratives that comprise the story of Caddo Lake.  It is a vibrantly compelling story, 
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with exciting broad strokes and fascinating detail.   Caddo Lake heritage is a highly saleable 
product. 
 
Finding the audience for the Caddo Lake story and delivering the information to it will not be 
difficult.  More challenging will be the job of triggering a desire to visit Caddo Lake on the basis 
of its historical background and - most significantly - providing to visitors, once they arrive, 
experiences that satisfy desires and meet the expectations of a heritage traveler. 
 
Target Audience 
 
The primary target audience for nature and heritage tourism enhancement within the CLHAEP 
area is the 78 million travelers born between 1946 and 1964 known as the Baby Boomers.  A 
recent study by the Association for Travel Marketing Executives presents a number of truths 
about this demographic group:  
 

• Baby Boomers consider travel a necessity, not a luxury;  
• Traveled more than their predecessors;  
• Time deprived; Like creature comforts;  
• See themselves as forever young; and they  
• Want to have fun, and are willing to pay for luxury, expertise and convenience. 

 
The study indicates that the Baby Boomers travel for more than any other demographic group, 
taking over 268 million trips in 2003, and the opportunity to capitalize on them spans a 20-25 
year period.  Baby Boomers spend a large portion of their two trillion dollar annual income at 
special destinations that are new to them where they welcome novelty and change.  Baby 
Boomers favor consuming over traditional goods and services and travel for experiences.  They 
seek active engagement with authentic culture, foods, and crafts and conduct extensive planning 
for sight-doing rather than site-seeing. 
 
Another more recent study by the Travel Industry Association of America looked into future 
consumer expectations of travel suppliers.  Data from this work requires the expansion of the 
proposed CLHAEP target market to another audience, the children of Baby Boomers.  Important 
attitudes about Baby Boomers and their children, known as Generation X, may be summarized 
from Geotourism: The New Trend in Travel.   
 

• A majority of American travelers feel that travel is the natural right of all people and 
more than one third believe that travel promotes world peace and understanding.  The 
vast majority of American travelers enjoy traveling within the United States, with 89 
percent saying many destinations in this country appeal to them.  

• Nearly three quarters of all travelers claim that it is important to them that their visit does 
not damage the environment.  This is not surprising, since most travelers (73%) place a 
high importance on a clean, unpolluted environment when they take a leisure trip.  Most 
American travelers (80%) highly value outstanding scenery as well.  Authenticity is also 
important to travelers.  Many (61%) believe their experience is better when their 
destination preserves its natural, historic, and cultural sites. 
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• The majority of travelers are ready to act to preserve and protect natural sites.  Nearly 91 
million travelers (59%) support controlling access to and/or more careful regulation of 
public lands in order to help preserve and protect the environment.  

• The majority of American travelers show some concern for and sensitivity about the 
environment in general.  Most travelers believe that people must live in harmony with 
nature in order to survive (71%). 

• When the travel dollars of these environmentally-oriented consumers are aggregated on a 
per capita basis, this group of American travelers can have a huge, positive impact on 
travel industry revenues.  The environment is top priority when making decisions about 
travel. 

• More than half of the traveling American public consider it important to experience or 
learn about cultures other than their own when they travel.  For example, 89 million 
(58%) view travel as an opportunity to try local foods or cuisine, and 54 percent say that 
it gives them the chance to explore off the beaten path hotels and places frequented by 
locals. 

• Authenticity is a primary theme when examining travelers wants and needs.  Four in ten 
(41%) travelers say their experience is better when they can see and do something 
authentic.  In addition, half of all travelers prefer to experience the local culture (49%) 
and support local businesses (49%) at their destinations. 

• Travelers’ positive attitudes about culture and history extend to the activities they choose 
to do at home and while traveling.  Furthermore, one-half (50%) of all travelers say they 
eat in ethnic/specialty restaurants in their local area, and nearly as many attend 
community festivals and ethnic celebrations (45%).  Many (44%) like to read 
books/magazines or watch movies/videos about history and culture. 

• Nearly half of all travelers support controlling access to historic sites so that they may be 
preserved and protected.  Significantly large numbers of American travelers are interested 
in history and culture, as reflected in their beliefs and local area activities.  For example, 
the majority of American travelers believe that it is important that future generations 
know and pass on our nation’s history (85%).  Also, 48 percent of travelers support 
controlling access to historic sites so that these sites can be preserved and protected. 

 
According to Geotourism: The New Trend in Travel, 55.1 million Americans can be classified as 
“sustainable tourists” or “Geotourists.”  The travel habits of three Geotourist segments, Geo-
savvys, Urban Sophisticates, and Good Citizens, are guided by a high awareness of the world 
around them.  These travelers have ceaseless expectations for unique and culturally authentic 
travel experiences that protect and preserve the ecological and cultural environment.  These 
groups are demographically different, but all have strong geotourism inclinations. 
 
Geo-savvys are young, well-educated, and environmentally aware travelers.  They are the 
children of Baby Boomers.  One in four Geo-savvys is under age 35, giving this market segment 
an adventurous flair.  Half of Geo-savvys live in large cities, and one in four lives in the Pacific 
region.  Many Geo-savvys are affluent, although most young Geo-savvys have not yet reached 
the peak earning years.  When it comes to travel, Geo-savvys show a distinct preference for 
destinations with authentic historic sites, different cultures, and educational experiences. Of all 
the geotourism segments, Geo-savvys are most likely to be aware of practices to preserve the 
environment of destinations.   
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Urban Sophisticates are the most affluent travelers with strong preferences for the cultural and 
social aspects of travel.  This segment’s affluence is reflected in its demographic profile.  These 
travelers are highly educated and are the most likely to hold executive, managerial, or 
professional occupations.  Over half (56%) of Urban Sophisticates live in large urban areas and 
one in five lives in second-tier cities.  Not surprisingly, Urban Sophisticates’ affluence and 
cultural affinity have a strong effect on their travel preferences.  The majority of Urban 
Sophisticates (67%) prefer high quality accommodations with excellent facilities and fine dining.  
They also tend to seek destinations that offer authentic historic sites (73%) and cultural/arts 
events or attractions (74%).  Most Urban Sophisticates prefer trips where they can explore 
historic and charming towns and locations (86%). 
 
Good Citizens, while older and less sophisticated, are socially-conscious travelers.  Good 
Citizens’ demographic profile reflects an older, but wiser set with an element of affluence.  
Along with Urban Sophisticates and Geo Savvys, Good Citizens are well educated.  Four in ten 
Good Citizens (41%) have annual household incomes above $75,000.  What distinguishes Good 
Citizens is a heightened level of cultural and environmental awareness in their everyday lives.  
Good Citizens are more likely than any other group to make donations to historic, cultural and 
educational organizations.  Similarly, this group is also most likely to buy from companies that 
donate to charities (52%) and from companies that make an effort to preserve and protect the 
environment (47%).  When it comes to travel, Good Citizens are likely to carry this affinity with 
them. Many Good Citizens (70%) support controlling access to public lands in order to better 
preserve them. 
 
Obstacles 
                 
As is detailed in other sections of this report, there are obstacles that must be overcome in order 
to successfully promote and advertise heritage tourism opportunities in the CLHAEP area. 
 

1. Lack of artifacts connected to historical eras, narratives, and events available for public 
inspection. 

2. Lack of historic structures remaining at the lake. 
3. Limited physical approaches by land to historic sites. 
4. Limited number of public shoreline areas with present infrastructure or suitable for 

development. 
5. Limited number of public conveniences (fuel, restrooms, etc.) along roads connecting to 

the lake or along the lake. 
6. Limited stock of lodging at the lake. 
7. Limited number of dining establishments at the lake. 
8. Unpredictability of weather and water level conditions compound other problems.  
9. Lack of sheltered viewing areas or interpretive centers. 
10. A worsening problem of invasive aquatic plants such as giant salvinia, water hyacinth, 

and hydrilla that impedes navigation, obscures views, and displaces native habitat. 
11. Need for a comprehensive and centralized internet information center. 
12. Need for a unifying theme or brand to provide an umbrella under which more specific 

messages and appeals can be delivered. 
13. Differences in characteristics, goals, and intentions of various lakeside communities. 
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14. Need to educate local hospitality operators and provide them accurate information and 
other resources in printed materials. 

 
Looming large among these obstacles is: 
 

1. A limited number of approaches to the lake where historic sites can be seen or accessed 
by land. 

2. The dearth of historical artifacts or structures accessible to visitors. 
3. Need for a comprehensive interpretive center that would serve as a specific destination 

site. 
4. Need for a comprehensive and centralized internet information center where detailed 

information and where historical narratives and heritage trails can be accessed. 
5. Need for a unifying theme or brand to provide an umbrella under which more specific 

messages and appeals can be delivered. 
 
Overcoming Obstacles 
 
The Product 
Essential to a successful marketing campaign to attract heritage tourism visitors to Caddo Lake is 
the need to identify the product.  In this case, much of the product is intangible – that is, it is 
information, stories, and imagery that fulfils either a desire to obtain facts or to stimulate 
exercises of the imagination, which is what any good story does. 
 
The product is the Caddo Lake Experience. 
 
Marketing the Caddo Lake Experience 
Marketing the Caddo Lake Experience to heritage oriented audiences requires the campaign to 
make a promise that the visitor to Caddo Lake will make a connection to certain eras, events and 
individuals of historic note that cannot be made otherwise. 
 
You must come to Caddo Lake to experience it. 
 
However, simply visiting the lake will not alone provide the Caddo Lake Experience.  It is 
deeply dependent on possessing information – knowing the stories and having adequate guides to 
the locations on the lake where the stories unfolded.  This requires that distributed throughout the 
lake area or delivered in other ways to visitors before they arrive or as soon as they arrive, 
tangible heritage information/guides to the various Caddo Lake narratives.  Such as: 
 

• brochures and other printed matter; 
• interpretive displays and other signage; 
• audiovisual displays and products; and 
• well informed local service providers and residents who are motivated to share accurate 

narratives with visitors. 
 
While new interpretive centers and displays are being planned and developed for the future, very 
little is presently in existence in CLHD and BCHD.  Potentially, major attractions featuring 
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interpretive centers will be developed at such places as Caddo Lake State Park and the Caddo 
Lake Wildlife Refuge, and added or expanded in such areas as in Mooringsport in CPHD, or in 
the Potters Point area on the north shore. 
 
A marketing and advertising approach to stimulate heritage tourism, therefore, should be broad 
enough to attract visitors on the basis of the Caddo Lake story – narratives that explore and 
explain historic eras and events – versus an approach to attract visitors to specific sites where 
artifacts and structures await them.  The approach also must be sustainable so that as interpretive 
centers and additional infrastructure evolves the themes and narratives employed by initial 
marketing campaign efforts remain relevant, intriguing, and serviceable for future campaigns. 
 
In addition to developing sustainable marketing themes, or possibly an overriding brand for 
Caddo Lake, those obstacles that can be immediately overcome should be identified and 
mitigated in the next phase of the plan.  Such as: 
 

1. A unifying theme to be associated with all travel and tourism messages should be 
developed.   

2. Maps and photo/video support materials for recommended road and water trails should be 
produced. 

3. Accurate storylines should be developed for all eras, events and individuals of interest. 
4. Historic photographs should be gathered and new photography/videography undertaken 

to provide visual storyboarding of all Caddo Lake narratives. 
5. Educational efforts aimed at local service providers and residents. 
6. A comprehensive Caddo Lake Heritage Website where all of the above, and more, is 

available and easily accessible. 
 
The Caddo Lake Heritage Web Site 
 A high-value Caddo Lake heritage resource website is probably the most effective way to attract 
heritage tourism and to guide visitors to illuminating and satisfying visits. 
 
Observations 
 
A number of observations can be made about the relationship of historic occurrences and present 
day Caddo Lake, including: 
 

1. Very little tangible evidence connected to historic occurrences or situations remains 
intact today – except for environmental features such as bald cypress brakes and 
backwater shoreline areas viewable only from the water. 

2. Although historic sites are identifiable, terrestrial access to most sites is limited because 
the overwhelming majority of Caddo Lake proximate land is in private ownership. 

3. Historic events and cultural developments on all shoreline areas of Caddo Lake are rich 
and of considerable importance, and need to be told. 

4. Visitors to Caddo Lake, although primarily drawn to the area to sample its physical 
beauty, relish historical information and are drawn to repeat visits and to encourage 
others to visit on the basis of “hidden” history typically they are learning for the first 
time. 
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5. Interpretive displays are necessary to tell stories of historic interest at Caddo Lake.   
6. Locations for interpretive displays are limited.  Several opportunities exist for large 

interpretive centers in the future, potentially at sites such as Potter’s Point, Mooringsport, 
Jefferson, and Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge and Caddo Lake State Park in the 
Karnack/Uncertain area. 

7. Bed and Breakfast establishment owners, hunting and fishing guides, and tour operators 
report that most of their customer base today refers to websites as the number one method 
of obtaining information about the lake before visiting it. 

8. A comprehensive virtual world interpretive center of unlimited depth and range should be 
established and maintained on a Caddo Lake heritage web site. 

 
Conclusions 
A high-value Caddo Lake Heritage Website should be designed around the principle of telling 
stories that take the visitor into any of the great number of narratives about people, eras, events, 
and so forth that together make up the history of Caddo Lake.  The website should thoroughly 
document the human imprint on the land that created the cultural landscape, a setting comprised 
of natural, cultural, social, and economic components that reflect a complex and continuous 
interrelationship between people and the land.  It should be powerful and capable of providing 
sophisticated mapping, graphics, and streaming video.  In addition to a general narrative, which 
would be a master story that touched briefly on all major elements of the Caddo Lake History 
Time Line, website visitors would be able to select detailed narratives that follow specific topics.  
For example, one narrative might be the history of navigation on the lake.  Another might be the 
history of plantation culture, and another the Robert and Harriet Potter Ames story.  Pearl 
hunting, the petroleum era, residents of mixed Caddo and African American ancestry, 
Monterrey, Old Port Caddo, the burning of the Mittie Stephens and other topics might also have 
narratives of their own. 
 
Just as footnotes support the authenticity and provide sources for stories told in printed text, 
Caddo Lake Heritage narratives would each be supported by photographs, videos, maps, 
graphics, and other supporting materials.  Links to these deeper layer streams would be apparent 
at appropriate places as the visitor progresses through a narrative.  A website visitor would be 
able to choose from a large menu of narratives and go as deep into resource material supporting 
that narrative as the visitor chose to go. 
 
The Caddo Lake Heritage Website should include, among other components, data bases that 
support the features listed below.  Elements would be tagged to appear at key places in History 
Time Line Narratives. 
 

1. Maps, using layering techniques. 
• History timelines 
• Road tours of interest, classified as Touring, Adventurer, and Explorer. 
• Water trails, with variety of start/end options, and classified as follows: 

i. Explorer (kayak and canoe) 
ii. Adventurer (private power boat) 

iii. Touring (guided tours) 
• Steamboat routes 
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2. Photographs. 
• Historic photos of known people, places, objects & events 
• Historic photos of general interest 
• Photos of contemporary residents 

3. Oral histories. 
• Video, audio & text 

4. Virtual tours of historic locations 
5. Virtual tours of recommended heritage trails 

• Water trails & road trails 
6. Mini-seminars/interviews with experts on subjects of interest 

• Jacques Bagur on steamboats, Sam Collier on Caddo Prairie, Sue Lazara on 
Robert Potter, Jeff Girard on Mounds Plantation, Jim Ingold on birding, Paul 
Miliotis on insects of Caddo Lake 

7. Interviews with contemporary residents 
8. Other streaming videos of persons, places, events or activities of interest. 

 
Establishing a high-value Caddo Lake Heritage Website should be the most important, and most 
urgent, objective of the next phase of a Heritage Tourism Development Plan. 
 
The Caddo Lake story encompasses a very large amount of information about a variety of 
historical facets.  The market for heritage tourism is a collection of Baby Boomer and Generation 
X niche markets, groups of people who have specific interests.  Most heritage related travel is 
facet specific.  That is, people are more likely to travel because of an interest in, say, steamboat 
history, than for “history in general.”  Target audiences for appeals to heritage travel will in 
nearly every case be identified by facet specific interests. 
 
Without a high-value website, it will not be possible to make the large body of information 
covering the many facets of Caddo Lake history available to those audiences.  Once the website 
is established, advertising and other marketing communications to these audiences can make an 
appeal to their specific interests and reference the website where potential visitors can be drawn 
to narratives and information that will stimulate them to travel to the area. 
 
Branding Caddo Lake 
 
Background 
It comes as no surprise that a place as ecologically, culturally, and historically diverse as Caddo 
Lake is a difficult locale to identify with a single brand or unifying theme. 
 
To accomplish this, it is necessary to determine those characteristics about the lake that are not 
only representative of a great truth about Caddo, but are also unique enough to significantly 
distinguish it from other lakes and other historical areas.  In marketing, this is referred to as a 
USP – a “unique selling proposition.” 
 
Difficult and even hard choices must be made to do this.  Many good ideas for brands that are 
seemingly suitable to Caddo Lake derive from but one facet of the lake and, when examined 
closely, don’t do what a brand should do. 
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For example, among the ideas that have been circulated -- in some cases beginning before this 
project was undertaken – make sense but don’t work.  Consider these. 
 
1.  “Caddo Lake – the First Lake of Texas” 
 
This is a true statement, it does indeed rest on a unique selling proposition, and it is broad 
enough that it does not exclude areas of the Caddo Lake experience. 
 
It does not work as a brand, though, for a variety of reasons.  One is that it excludes Louisiana.  
Another is that it does nothing to conjure ideas about what kind of lake it is, which is a major 
problem with audiences that know nothing about Caddo and whose expectations of what lakes 
are all about are based on reservoirs. 
 
2.   “Caddo Lake – Gateway to the American Southwest” 
 
Again, this is a true statement.  It is not a unique selling proposition, however.  It is a slightly 
bland umbrella that though it may cover all the areas of Caddo Lake history and culture, does 
nothing else.  If anything, “American Southwest” conjures images of dry and dusty trails.  And 
“Gateway” is an overexposed term. 
 
In fact, it would be of considerable assistance to any marketing plan and subsequent campaigns if 
a single brand could be established that accommodated both the promise and the payoff of the 
Caddo Lake Experience. 
 
It is, therefore, a worthwhile exercise to begin that process now. 
 
For the purposes of this plan, a single idea is developed and offered as a possible brand for 
Caddo Lake that would serve as an umbrella for all appeals to heritage tourism, broad enough to 
cover all facets of the Caddo Lake narrative.  Other ideas should be developed and considered, 
following the same analytical approach outlined below: 
 
Analysis: 
Caddo Lake has a colorful and distinguished history, a vibrant culture, present and past, and a 
notably diverse ecology.  Caddo Lake history is multifaceted, epic in scale in some areas, and 
tantalizingly unique in others. 
 
A brand for Caddo Lake must be large enough in scope to accommodate its history, culture, and 
ecology – and capable of supporting historical messages to niche heritage tourism markets. 
 
The brand must also be: 

1. Intriguing.  Does it make the audience wonder?  Ask questions?  Does it pique curiosity? 
2. Resilient.  Can any number of messages about different facets of Caddo Lake, historical 

and otherwise, be deployed under the brand? 
3. Singularly unique.   Does the brand point only to Caddo Lake? Could any other lake use 

the brand? 

Jeffersonian Institute 84



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

4. Durable.  Will it hold up over time? 
 

Applying these “musts” to a variety of candidates for a brand demonstrates how difficult it is to 
brand the lake.   
 
However, the best brands and themes often do not arise from analytical exercises.  Instead, they 
spring spontaneously from the culture itself.  A very good example of this can be found in an 
article by Barbara Rodriguez in the July 2007 edition of Texas Parks & Wildlife’s magazine.  
This edition of the magazine was themed “The State of Lakes” and it listed articles about eight 
different lakes in the state on the cover. 
 
In her excellent article about Caddo Lake, Barbara Rodriguez opens with a description of an 
encounter she witnessed between a few local residents and a new visitor to the lake at Fyffe’s 
Grocery, near the entrance to Caddo Lake State Park.  Her opening paragraphs lay out a viable 
framework for branding Caddo Lake.   
 

“Five hungry men hunker like stumps around a tiny fishing camp grocer’s counter.  A fisherman, 
his jumpsuit rasping new, strides in.  ‘I just drove up from Houston to see the lake,” he says, 
looking confused.  “Now, how do I do that?’ 
 
‘Well,’ the grocer says, ‘just how much of it did you want to see?’ 
 
The cramped crowd laughs.  Caddo Lake laps the state park boat dock within yards of where 
they wait to reel in cheeseburgers, but you can’t hear, see or smell it.  For all practical purposes, 
until you are in boat-launching distance, the lake remains invisible.  That’s the thing about Caddo 
– for all its nearly 30,000 acres, however you approach it, the how-do-you-get-there-from-here 
question looms large.  The appeal of the lake is as much about its inaccessibility – free public 
access is limited to two ramps – as it is about its mysterious history.  As elusive as El Dorado, 
Caddo has never been a drive-your-Chevy-to-the-levy lake, serviced by scenic overlooks and 
paved parking.  It’s devotees work hard to ensure it never will be.” 

 
Ms. Rodriguez’s article is titled “The Invisible Lake.”  When carefully analyzed, the case can be 
made that “The Invisible Lake” is a very good brand for Caddo. 
 
How “The Invisible Lake” works as a brand for Caddo Lake 
A key indicator of how Invisible Lake works as a brand for Caddo can be seen in a sentence 
from Ms. Rodriguez’s opening paragraph:  “The appeal of the lake is as much about its 
inaccessibility…as it is about its mysterious history.” 
 
This speaks to Caddo’s ecology (inaccessible equals unspoiled, natural, etc.) and alludes to its 
history (mysterious). 
 
Another sentence of interest:  “As elusive as El Dorado, Caddo has never been a drive-your-
Chevy-to-the-levy lake, serviced by scenic overlooks and paved parking.  It’s devotees work hard 
to ensure it never will be.” 
 
This speaks to Caddo’s ecology, history, and culture (devotees work hard to ensure it never will 
be). 
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An invisible lake?  The concept is unique, resilient, intriguing, and will hold up over time.  
Below are two examples of how this brand could be employed in graphics.  The invisibility is not 
just confined to its accessibility or location, but manifests itself most of all in the cultural legacy 
that evolved on and around the lake.  The cultural heritage is, by large part, invisible to the 
visitor.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Come see the Invisible Lake

CADDO 

CADDO 

Come see where Robert Potter 
was murdered…on the invisible 
lake.   

Figure 30:  Examples of possible uses of The Invisible Lake brand 
 Conclusions 
A heritage based travel and tourism plan for Caddo Lake must take into account that: 

1. Access to the lake, and views of the lake, are limited & unconventional. 
2. Other than environmental characteristics, there are few physical remains connected to 

important chapters of the lake’s history. 
 
The plan must, therefore: 
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1. Prepare first time visitors to anticipate limited & unconventional access. 
2. Provide visitors with historical information and narratives before and when they arrive to 

enhance their experience by making cultural heritage attributes visible. 
 

This approach is all about imparting knowledge.  It could be described as a teaching enterprise, 
and on a large scale. 
 
Appeals to first time visitors to Caddo Lake must be to a considerable degree appeals to the 
imagination.  The message should promise visitors that a visit to Caddo Lake will be unlike 
visiting any other lake they have ever seen. 
 
Caddo Lake can be said to be invisible to outside views.  You have to enter it to see it.  And you 
have to know its history to fully experience it. 
 

Education Plan 
 

The term education, as used in this report, refers to all educational activities in formal and 
informal settings.  This definition applies to interpretive as well as instructional endeavors 
involving all media and modes of delivery.  Heritage and nature tourism interpretation represent 
informal educational actions and are discussed here as linked to the formal venue.  Education is 
also closely associated with the marketing and technology plans as a process.  Education 
involving and impacting public school systems and higher education naturally interconnect to 
and support the marketing and technology use plan and heritage trail interpretation.  Such 
connections are briefly listed and described below. 
 
Purpose 

 
JI and the Education Consultants have previously worked with statewide and regional initiatives 
aimed at changing instruction to produce improved academic performance by all students.  If 
schools and students are to meet the expectations of high-stakes accountability measures now 
being employed by all states, students must become deeply engaged with the process and see 
success.  Contemporary practice is little more than drill-and-kill preparation for state mandated 
tests.  This approach produces results that look like learning, but the fractured curriculum does 
not include the depth of meaningful experiences necessary for the accumulation and transfer of 
knowledge required for creation of the critical thinking and problem-solving skills sought by 
accountability systems.  When subjected to such practice, teachers and students become burned 
out, empty vessels.   
 
Students will only engage in the process if teaching and learning are relevant to their lives.  Real-
world learning applied to community-based issues and problem resolution can make learning 
meaningful and engage all students.  When aligned with educational standards, this approach 
improves academic performance and draws the community together.  The educational literature 
terms this paradigm as place-based, problem-based, or inquiry learning.  The environment is 
used as the integrating context whereby students and teachers work together in multi-disciplinary 
teams to define problems, conduct research, amass and analyze data, draw conclusions, and 
report findings.  Critical thinking and problem-solving becomes standard operating procedure.  
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The findings are important to students and their communities and the answer to the “why” 
question becomes obvious.  Teachers become energized and students are excited about learning 
and have fun. 
 
Objective 
JI and its Consultants have worked to identify methods of integrating the community-based 
issues, problems, and learning opportunities associated with the CLHAEP development and 
implementation with the curricula of bi-state area schools.  CLHAEP provides the context and 
place-based, problem-based, and/or inquiry learning provides the method.  For school programs 
to successfully connect their curricula to heritage tourism asset development and the on-going 
environmental health research of Caddo Lake, the skillful inclusion of higher education and 
public agencies is needed.  The additional expertise, which can emerge from such associations, 
can support cutting-edge programs that have been called for by researchers and academicians, 
but rarely produced. 
 
Components 
 
The Model 
A prototype program for natural science and heritage education programming in the bi-state 
project area has been developed by Consultants.  The model brings together experts from the 
natural sciences and bonds them to teams of students and teachers to conduct meaningful field 
research that contributes to the CLHAEP knowledge base.  The inquiry approach is used to pose 
questions of importance and to answer these questions using critical thinking and problem-
solving in a team setting.  A draft proposal to a possible funding source has been designed by 
Consultants for the Integration of Science Education and Environmental Research at Caddo Lake 
(I-SEERCL).  This professional development experience will associate toxicological and 
environmental science investigations at Caddo Lake with science teachers, their students, and 
communities.  Knowledge gained will help define and protect the environmental health of the 
Caddo Lake system, improve preventive health measures taken by public agencies and the 
citizenry, and begin to establish an inquiry-based paradigm for teaching and learning in bi-state 
area public schools using the natural environment of Caddo Lake as the integrating context.  
Teams of learners composed of science teachers, university professors, public agency experts, 
and a supporting Science Specialist engage in two-year cohorts to conduct research and to 
develop, align, and integrate curricula.  Data from the research is posted to the project web site as 
are the finished curriculum documents.  In a cohort’s second year of the program, public agency 
experts accompany student-teacher groups on field surveys at remote study sites at or near Caddo 
Lake.  The study sites will be located on both sides of the state line.  The Science Specialist 
makes school visits, helps with curriculum integration, and augments the work of the associated 
agency experts.  Financial incentives and teacher learning forums help make the effort 
sustainable.  Please see Appendix: Attachment 6, page 76, for the complete draft document. 
 
I-SEERCL was created as a blueprint for the design of a social studies professional development 
institute for teachers of the bi-state project area’s public schools.  Like I-SEERCL, it would form 
teams of learners from universities, public agencies, and public schools to address issues related 
to identification, valuation, documentation, and preservation of heritage resources.  The history 
institute would involve the same processes as the environmental science institute, but deliver 
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information important to the development of theme storylines.  History students would find these 
topics to be meaningful because they would be creating factual stories based on their own 
history.         
 
The I-SEERCL model may also be employed to enable environmental science field trip 
opportunities for nature tourists and adventure travelers buy providing trained docents/guides, 
scientific expertise, access to remote study sites, scientific protocols and monitoring equipment, 
and the option to upload valid sampling results to the associated scientific database of the 
heritage web site.  Similar active, hands-on linkages of tourists with cultural resources should be 
developed to utilize the heritage-based resources of the Caddo Lake region to create a type of 
tourism that emphasizes the distinctiveness of the locale and that benefits visitors and residents 
alike.  When destinations highlight the things that make them special, it not only draws more 
tourists, it also helps the local community appreciate its own uniqueness.  That, in turn, 
motivates locals to preserve the cultural or natural resources that keep tourists coming.           
 
Educational Network 
In addition to concept development for improving Louisiana’s and Texas’ teacher’s skills in 
using historic and natural resources for inquiry learning, Consultants have worked with 
universities and private institutions to create other educational projects, which are highly 
complimentary, strongly connected, and are to be applied across the bi-state area.  Educational 
programs including those listed below should work together to provide a high degree of 
understanding of and sustainability for the CLHAEP.  Without such efforts, the momentum, 
critical mass, and progressive growth of understanding and support for the CLHAEP over time 
will be difficult to maintain.  
 

• Jefferson Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration Project, Environmental Education 
Program-A private foundation is currently working to establish an adult intervention 
center in Jefferson for scholastic credit recovery, life skills development, job training and 
skills certifications, and concurrent technical school and college enrollment.  One of the 
center’s programs will utilize the Jefferson port restoration area as an outdoor 
environmental learning center.  This project will take at-risk adults from the bi-state 
region, train and certify them in the agricultural sciences, landscaping, and interpretation, 
and employ them in the on-going maintenance of the project area while utilizing their 
multi-disciplinary skills as docents/guides in tourism and educational program delivery. 

• Inquiry-Based Outdoor Education-The private interest now working to enable at-risk 
adults to successfully join the workforce or pursue higher education will also use the 
Jefferson Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration Project area as an environmental 
education center for public schools in Louisiana and Texas, colleges and universities in 
both states, and national and international professional groups.  Real-world learning 
opportunities will be provided to education groups of all levels and from anywhere.  
Initial programming will likely involve characterization of the heritage and natural 
science features of the restoration project area.  Signage for tours, appropriate curricula 
for each age group, and scientific monitoring and documentation of environmental 
parameters associated with habitat health will likely be among the first offerings. 

• Junior Historian Network-Private interests working to advance environmental education 
opportunities are interested in organization and support of a Junior Historian Network 

Jeffersonian Institute 89



THC Grant No. 07-017-E-00 

across the bi-state area.  Leaders and mentors from Caddo Lake communities in 
Louisiana and Texas would be trained to facilitate research, documentation, written 
publications, and dramatic delivery of factually-based stories aimed at enriching local 
heritage awareness.  Purchase and restoration of historic structures throughout the 
CLHAEP region is another possible objective of these organizations.     

• Texas Tech University Honors College-The Honors College will establish a Summer 
Internship Program to provide Texas Tech students with a hands-on, service learning, 
internship/research experience in a real-world setting.  The student labor and brain power 
can be used to answer needs of the CLHAEP.  One structural framework proposes to 
team a professor and university student with a high school student and teacher.  
Candidate research topics will include options that are beneficial to further development 
of the CLHAEP.  Placement of interns may include such locations as the smaller 
museums in the CLHAEP area such as the facilities operated by volunteers in Vivian, 
Gilliam, and Mooringsport where interns might help document, organize, and interpret 
more robust and significant contributions by these institutions.        

• Texas Tech University Green Community Design Institute-The Green Community 
Design Institute will develop green designs for sustainability.  Continuing outreach will 
promote educational, environmental, and sustainable needs of rural communities in the 
bi-state area.  Sustainable living concepts involving transportation, housing, energy, 
gardening, and diet will stimulate the local economy, especially in the area of housing as 
techniques are created that will provide low income energy efficient housing.   This 
approach is important when considering new CLHAEP interpretive center designs, new 
tourism infrastructure, historical renovations, and the mind-set of the marketing target 
audience. 

• Workshops for resident service providers will be conducted to provide them with 
materials to aid them in enhancing visitor experiences. 

• Private Landowner Workshops-Since private landowners who may hold assets important 
to the CLHAEP tend to be either anxious, unsure, or both about the benefits of 
appropriately sharing heritage resources, a series of public workshops will be necessary.  
These workshops will be presented by experts and utilize topics such as those presented 
at the September 18, 2007 CLHAEP meeting, Balancing Nature and Commerce in an 
Evolving Landscape. 

 
Recommendations 
 
Natural and heritage resource awareness and knowledge lead to commitment, responsibility, and 
stewardship.  Thus, CLHAEP Consultants recommend implementation of the dynamic set of 
educational components noted above.  Taken as a whole, collective program outcomes will 
create local engagement with and sustainability of heritage tourism in the bi-state project area. 
All the associated educational programming of the Action Plan is intended to be developed, 
offered, and administered equally between the service areas in Louisiana and Texas. 
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Heritage Tourism Interpretation 
 
Interpretive Theme 
Heritage sites were categorized into Native American Contact, Historic Steamboat 
Transportation, Historic Timber and Railroad Transportation, Upland Southern and Plantation 
Culture, Individual Contribution, and Historic Petroleum Industry.  Many heritage Caddoan land 
trails formed the basis of engineered roads in use today in CPHD.  Heritage water trails 
connected ports, landings, and people, and provided an early farm-to-market link initiating the 
first economic boom in the objective area.  Together they constitute history’s legacy for the 
CLHAEP area and from them can be constructed a heritage tourism theme and sub-themes. 
 
Theme:  The historic legacy of the Caddo Lake area is a unique blend of natural events, 
economic forces, and human responses and interactions. 
 
Sub-themes: 
(1) Caddo Indian trails, cemeteries, and former village sites provide significant insights to an 
advanced culture that thrived here for over 1000 years. 
 
(2) Beginning in about 1840, major steamboat routes evolved on Twelve Mile Bayou, Black 
Bayou, Caddo Lake, and Jim’s Bayou in the initial settlement and economic development of the 
region.  By 1845, the navigation route was opened to Jefferson and large scale immigration was 
producing a thriving agricultural economy. 
 
(3) During the historic timber era of the 1880s to 1920s, sawmills were ubiquitous.  Five of them 
developed logging railroads and adjacent villages.  One of those evolved into a now historic 
passenger and freight railroad.  Woodyards and saw mills capitalized on Caddo Lake’s timber 
resources and transportation routes. 
 
(4) By 1840, plantations were located along the Caddo Prairie Red River Bypass and others were 
soon to be located throughout the area. A plantation house constructed in 1848 still stands today 
and is occupied by descendents of the original builder. 
 
(5) In 1905, the discovery oil well of the Caddo Pine Island Oil Field ushered an era of fantastic 
population and economic growth and created historic villages and an extant town.  Thirty years 
later that growth was sustained by the development of the Rodessa Oil Field. 
 
(6) Steamboat navigation of the lakes presented the most western intrusion point for immigration 
to the great southwest.  The area became a cultural melting pot as travelers - Native American, 
African American, Anglo American, and European - interacted to make important contributions 
to the multi-cultural heritage experienced today. 
 
(7) Caddo Lake is one of the most important wetlands in the world. It is a Ramsar Treaty site. 
   
(8) Caddo Lake is a subliminal educational experience, a product of natural and human 
interactions, which are essential for its future survival. 
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The stated theme and its sub-themes capture the totality of the cultural heritage of the Caddo 
Lake bi-state area.  That set must be included in some fashion; it would be short-sighted not to 
do so.  Any theme and sub-themes set irrespective of size must accomplish that end. 
 
Interpretive Method 
Given the wide dispersion of heritage assets, the self-guided category interpretive method is best 
suited to the Caddo Lake heritage area.  Media for that purpose should include but not be limited 
to wayside exhibits, interpretive signs, kiosks, brochures, self-guided trails, auto tours, cell phone 
tours, and Geographic Positioning System (GPS) tours.  The marketing, advertising, and 
interpretive obstacles linked to the lack of artifacts and structures on the landscape can be 
overcome by using the power of technology.  Specifically, a Geographical Information System 
(GIS) that is coupled with Computer Graphic Imaging (CGI), and a Graphical User Interface 
(GUI) can be utilized to recreate the heritage tourism sites, people, and events that comprise the 
Caddo Lake story.  Reenactments superimposed with animation can vividly display significant 
events such as Billy Browning piloting the Monterey to its initial landing at Williams Bluff, the 
attempted escape of Robert Potter from his antagonists, or the burning of the Mittie Stephens. 
Establishing a high-value Caddo Lake Heritage Website should be the most important, and most 
urgent, objective of the next phase of a Heritage Tourism Development Plan.  This broad 
approach, which is driven by cutting-edge communications technology, will fulfill the marketing 
promise that the visitor to Caddo Lake will make a connection to certain eras, events and 
individuals of historic note either before they arrive or upon arrival. 
 
A Demonstration of How the Caddo Lake Heritage Website Should Function 
ASSUME that a person in Tulsa, Oklahoma, who has never visited Caddo Lake but has heard 
something about it decides to Google “Caddo Lake” to see what might be there to learn. 
 
1.  The Caddo Lake Heritage Website ranks at the top or near the top of selections. The visitor 
clicks on the website link. 
 
2.  The Caddo Lake Heritage Website home page appears.  Among the features apparent on the 
Home Page is a “Browse Subjects” function. 
 
3.  The visitor clicks on the “Browse Subjects” function and chooses the “Subjects by Category” 
list, then clicks on “Transportation & Navigation.” 
 
4.  Animated displays offer a variety of topics and the viewer clicks on “Steamboats.” 
 
5.  The screen fills with animation – an 1850’s era steamboat going up Clinton’s Chute.  
Graphics, text and narration provide a general overview of the steamboat era at Caddo Lake and 
provide the visitor with a number of options. 
 
6.  The visitor clicks on the “Full story” option.  The screen fills with images of the Great Raft.  
Animation shows Snag boats and men with saws and axes.  An image of Captain Henry Shreve 
appears. 
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7.  On impulse, the visitor clicks on Captain Shreve.  The screen shifts to biographical 
information about Shreve and the visitor learns that Shreve is regarded today as the preeminent 
pioneer of steam boating, perhaps even more luminary a figure than Fulton. 
 
8.  The visitor clicks on the “Return to Full Story” option and the screen returns to a history of 
the Great Raft.  The visitor is intrigued by a reference to how the Caddo Indians took advantage 
of flooding and periodic shifting of the Red River caused by the logjam, and clicks on “Pocket 
Prairies.” 
 
9.  The screen shifts and animated graphics explain how pocket prairies are formed when an area 
is flooded long enough, and then recedes, converting forested areas to rich loam, and how the 
Caddo Indians became superb agriculturists exploiting these areas. 
 
10.  The visitor wants to know more about the Caddo Indians and clicks on a link.  The screen 
fills with animation and graphics depicting prehistoric Caddo people.  A video clip from a village 
reenactment scene transcends into animation of the activities of a typical village day.  CGI 
animation with voice-over narration provides a vivid overview of everyday life in a pre-contact 
period Caddoan village. 
 
11.  The visitor clicks on the “Return to Steamboats” function and the narrative history of steam 
boating at Caddo Lake continues.  The visitor is introduced to early steam boat captains.  The 
visitor selects a link to a “complete list of Caddo Lake steam boat captains.” 
 
12.  The visitor ignores the “select by alphabet” option and scrolls through a list of names.  He is 
surprised to find the name “Withenbury,” which is a family name on his mother’s side.  He 
clicks on the name and accesses a profile of Captain W. W. Withenbury.  He’s now all the more 
intrigued because his wife’s distant relative’s first name was “Wellington.”  Soon, he discovers 
that “Wellington” was also Captain W. W. Withenbury’s first name. 
 
13.  Next, the visitor learns where that Captain Withenbury died in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1888, 
and was buried there.  He downloads this information to share with his wife and her family.  
 
14.  As he is printing the information, the visitor notices some of the names of steamboats 
Captain Withenbury piloted.  He clicks on the “Echo” link and goes to the steamboat photo 
gallery.  Now he can print a photo of one of Captain Withenbury’s boats. 
 
15.  As he and his wife enjoying reading about her distant relative, they read that he piloted the 
first steamboat to Jefferson, Texas.  They click on the link to Jefferson.  They see an animation 
of the Llama’s arrival and the public excitement surrounding Withenbury making the first 
landing at the new head of navigation.  Soon, they will plan a three-day trip to Jefferson and 
Caddo Lake.     
 
Broadband Backbone or Trunk Network 
The functionality of the Caddo Lake Heritage Website is dependent upon its connection to a very 
high speed, dedicated, fiber optic broadband trunk.  For it to operate seamlessly in all projected 
operations, transmission capacities into and from the system servers must be uninterrupted, fast, 
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and large.  The role of satellites as part of the backbone network may appear attractive, but their 
capacity is limited as compared to fiber.  Point-to-point microwave transmission for “last mile” 
delivery is also an option, especially if towers and other infrastructure can be shared with cellular 
and broadcast operators.  The major limitations of microwaves are the availability of spectrum 
and its susceptibility to adverse weather conditions. 
 
Gaining an accurate picture of available broadband network capacity is complicated by the 
commercial sensitivity of the information, and by the large amount of “dark fiber” in the 
networks.  Potential but unused capacity exceeds the capacity in use on existing networks.  The 
central problem facing deployment of the Caddo Lake Heritage Website and its uses for 
research, marketing and remote self-guided interpretation is the lack of sufficient unshared 
spectrum that is suitable for two-way broadband.  As this problem is overcome by Phase 2 work, 
the CLHAEP can build out its own backbone network and resell bandwidth to customers.  This 
service to the commercial sector may enable the dominant interpretive effort of the CLHAEP to 
be self-sustaining. 
 
Cell Phone Interpretation and Advertising 
Museums and heritage sites across the country are using pre-recorded cell phone messages for 
on-demand, location-based interpretation along the pathway of self-guided tours.  Accentuating 
the value and acceptance by both the touring public and heritage facility managers, the American 
Association of State and Local History has endorsed a commercial provider’s products for this 
service.  Heritage facility management provides the narrative, tourists place a call to a telephone 
number specified for the feature to be interpreted, and the vendor transmits the audio to the 
tourist’s receiver.  Audio content can be added, deleted, or modified at any time.  Monthly usage 
fees are typically $175 to the facility. 
 
In 1996, the Federal Communications Commission ruled that wireless carriers must help 911 
dispatchers identify a caller’s location.  While Americans are finally using cell phones for more 
than calling, technology companies are now making preparations for providing a phones’ 
location information to commercial services and advertisers.  Since last summer’s release of the 
Apple Inc. iPhone, which unleashed an era of bigger screens and friendlier interfaces for mobile 
Web browsing, advertisers are beginning to experiment with mobile ads.  With a boom in GPS 
devices and location services like maps and child tracking, advertisers want to take advantage of 
location information.  Industry trade group committees are now developing guidelines including 
how to properly acquire a customer’s permission and periodically remind them of any tracking.  
Caddo Lake heritage tourism advertisements to cell phone customers entering the bi-state region 
could be a short-term reality. 
 
Audio Interpretation Via GPS Device 
Similar to the way recorded cell phone messages may be used for automated interpretation of 
sites and features, hand-held and automobile mounted GPS receivers may be activated by the 
satellite navigation system for synthesized voice messaging.  Manufacturers of GPS devices have 
developed a method of creating such messages in many languages and dialects.  This audio is 
activated from a memory card attached to the GPS receiver as the unit approaches any 
combination of valid location coordinates.  This means of delivery is dependent on connectivity 
to the orbiting satellites, which can be interrupted by dense cloud or canopy cover.  Memory 
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cards can carry a large number of messages related to sites and features and tourism amenities 
such as locations of restaurants, tour guides, and convenience stores.                      
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ACTION PLAN 
 

PHASE TWO – PROGRAM DEFINITION 
 
In this phase, to be completed during an 18 month period, short-term activity will spiral in on 
creation of the Caddo Lake Heritage Website, design and placement of signage for water trails 
on the lake, conducting feasibility studies for water trails and new tourism facilities, and 
preparations for the successful deployment of interpretive trails by road.  Additionally, the 
Education Plan will begin implementation to facilitate the participation of interns from Texas 
Tech University’s Honors College, which will be located in Jefferson, and bi-state area schools.  
Phase 2 emphasizes practicality and addresses the resolution of basic issues that threaten 
achievement of the CLHAEP objective.   
 
The most important recommendation of the heritage tourism development plan involves the use 
of technology to overcome the inherent marketing and interpretation issues identified by 
Consultants.  Because Caddo Lake is the central focus of heritage tourism, roll-out of interpretive 
trails should begin with the water trails there.   Honors College interns, their professors, and bi-
state area educators and their students; public agency personnel, and Consultants will work 
together to develop plans and cost estimates for the Caddo Prairie Bypass Canoeing Trail, the 
Monterey section of the Caddo Lake Navigation Trail, additional boat launch/recovery facilities 
at Caddo Lake, and help partners advance plans for new interpretive centers at Potter’s Point, in 
the Karnack-Uncertain area, and possibly at Mooringsport.  Municipalities in need of the benefits 
of the Main Street program will be encouraged to participate in that program and assisted as 
needed.  Consultants will also work to involve the bi-state Congressional Delegation, Senators 
and Congressmen (women), in strategies and actions that result in a National Heritage Area 
designation for the CLHAEP area.  
 
Phase 2 Marketing and Technology 
 
Consultants recommend that the marketing and technology component of CLHAEP concentrate 
on the following refinement and implementation tasks during Phase 2 work.  Prioritized tasks 
and a timeline are presented below. 
 

1. Establish and maintain a high-value website.  (6 months and ongoing thereafter) 
• Obtain access to a broadband trunk, optical fiber connectivity network (6-12 months) 
• Develop relationships with commercial carriers for on-demand cell phone 

interpretation capability.  (6-12 months) 
• Develop relationships with GPS manufacturers for location activated remote 

interpretation capabilities.  (12-18 months)  
2. Develop an approved and accepted brand for the Caddo Lake Experience.   

• Finalize/refine heritage tourism theme and sub-themes.  (3-6 months)   
• Begin to develop and publish storylines.  (6-12 months) 

3. Produce a Caddo Lake Experience brochure that establishes the brand and historical 
themes and promotes the website.  (6-12 months) 

4. Develop and execute a public relations plan to generate journalistic interest in producing 
 stories about the Caddo Lake Experience from historically informed points of view.   
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 (6-12 months) 
5. Develop refinements to the marketing plan to identify target audiences and draw them to 
 the website.  (6-12 months) 

 
Web Site 
1.  All content gathered regarding Caddo Lake history should be organized by themes and eras 
and positioned on a high-value website.  The Texas Beyond History website is a valuable 
example of a comprehensive website that offers a variety of narratives with numerous tags to 
take the visitor into deeper layers of information, photographs, and supporting graphics. 
2.  The CLHAEP website must be a valuable resources for scholars, educators, editors, writers, 
and journalists – but also accessible and engaging to casual visitors. 
3.  It must be a story telling website – with footnotes easily accessed to provide the full 
collection of information, photographs, maps, oral histories, etc, that support each narrative. 
4.  It must utilize CGI and UGI technologies, animation, and streaming video to recreate lost 
heritage resources.   Additionally, mini-seminars from experts on various aspects of Caddo Lake 
history and contemporary views of historical sites, using local residents when possible, should be 
posted as on-demand web casts. 
5.  It must have a “service department” where destination maps, tourism infrastructure maps, 
heritage trail maps, guides to service providers, and other useful information can be easily 
downloaded and printed by visitors prior to their trip. 
6.  It should have a “gift shop” where Caddo Lake branded merchandise and materials can be 
purchased.  Proceeds would help maintain the website. 
7.  It should have the capability of accepting photographs and text from website visitors who 
might have ephemera, photographs, or other information bearing on Caddo Lake history that 
they wish to share. 
 
Brand and Themes 
1.  An overall brand should be established that will encompass all pertinent themes. 
2.  The brand should strongly connect to appeals to the imagination – i.e., “the more you know 
about Caddo Lake the more you see when you get there.” 
 
Brochure 
1.  A single brochure should be produced that tells the Caddo Lake story in sweeping terms and 
directs interested people to the website. 
2.  Brochures would be distributed to visitor centers and hotels within a day trip radius of the 
lake. 
 
Public Relations Plan 
1.  Travel journalists and general interest editors at publications and broadcast outlets should be 
identified and provided with suggested story ideas, background information, contacts, and 
pushed to the website. 
2.  History educators in Texas and Louisiana should be provided with background information, 
suggested teaching topics, and pushed to the website. 
3.  Elected officials in Texas and Louisiana should be provided with background information and 
useful information regarding economic benefits of heritage tourism, and pushed to website. 
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Marketing Plan 
1.   A marketing plan should be refined that: 

A.  Targets the general population within a day trip radius of the lake;  
B.  Targets people who are visiting nearby locations and seek to extend their stay to visit       
 Caddo Lake; 
C.  Targets niche markets defined by special interests that relate to specific themes and 
 eras of Caddo Lake history. 

2.   General audiences will be approached only through free media. 
3.   Visitors to other areas will be approached through brochure dissemination and coordination 
with convention and tourism bureaus to include Caddo Lake among their assets.  
4.  Niche markets will be identified according to their areas of interest and approached through 
an email/internet campaign. 
 
A first step to identifying the various niche markets that together comprise a larger market of 
potential visitors to Caddo Lake who are attracted by heritage and historical factors is to develop 
categories of interest based on identifiable historic eras, events and individuals in which those 
audiences might be interested.  Broadly viewed, those eras can be categorized as follows: 
 
 Eras: 
 
  •Pre 1800 Big Cypress Basin & Caddo Indians 
  •Formation of the Lake in 1800 
  •First Anglo Settlers & Louisiana Purchase 
  •Texas Independence, Captain Shreve & the Great Raft 
  •Steamboats Across the Lake 
  •Caddo Lake & the War Between the States 
  •Railroads Arrive, Great Raft Destroyed, Steam boating declines 
  •Timber, sawmills, & barrelhouse boogie 
  •Pearls & Petroleum 
  •Music, Moonshine & Missiles 
  •Local resident resistance to industrial development 
 
The next phase of the Caddo Lake Heritage Tourism Plan should probe each historical period to 
identify Assets & Connections that are useful to finding audiences that will respond to CLHAEP 
tourism messages. 
 
For example, the plan should identify: 
 

• Groupings whose interests coincide with each period. (ie.: Steamboats, Railroads, Civil 
War buffs, etc.) 

• Physical assets, narratives, environments that connect to each period. 
• Publications and other media that reach these groups. 
• Organizations catering to the interests of these groups. 
• Key dates, ceremonies, traditions, and other indicators that define heritage tourism 

markets susceptible to Caddo Lake heritage appeals. 
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Marketing to these groups can be done to a great extent via email and other internet-based 
technology.  For example, a well-organized website linking program could identify and share 
links with websites that are specifically oriented to historical themes – again, for example, people 
interested in the history of railroads, steamboats, the Civil War, Native Americans, etc. 
 
Again, it is imperative that an umbrella theme or brand  be established so that these connections 
work not only for the narrow interest groups to which any given appeal might be made, but 
would also reinforce the central theme, appeal and approach employed universally to attract 
heritage and other tourism to Caddo Lake. 
 
5.  Marketing efforts will be evaluated by quantifying number of contacts and reported visits. 
 
Phase 2 Heritage Designation, Trails and Markers 
 
Consultants recommend that the heritage trails component of CLHAEP concentrate on the 
following tasks during Phase 2 work.  Prioritized tasks and a timeline are presented below. 
 

1. Establish water trails and markers on Caddo Lake.  (12-18 months)   
• Develop and finalize heritage site signs design and inscriptions.  (6-12 months)   
• Develop and finalize heritage trails markers design and inscriptions.  (6-12 months) 
• Develop and finalize design of other way finding signs and inscriptions.  (6-12 

months) 
•  Develop and finalize design of interpretive kiosks and all other self-guided 

interpretive media.  (12-18 months) 
2. Acquire National Heritage Area designation by the United States Congress. (36-48 

months) 
•  Acquire bi-state Congressional sponsorship  (6-12 months) 
•  Acquire financial match for Federal funding  (12-36 months) 
•  Utilize Federal technical support  (36-48 months) 

3. Conduct feasibility studies for extending the Port Monterey Boating Trail from Rogers 
Station to Hart’s Ferry and for the Caddo Prairie Bypass Canoeing Trail.  (6-18 months) 
•  Include expected cost and schedule to complete construction of multiple access points 

and the cost of clearing and marking the waterway for tourism use  (12-18 months) 
4. Conduct a feasibility study for a boat launch/recovery facility at Hart’s Ferry near the LA 

Hwy. 2 Bridge.  (6-18 months) 
•  Include expected cost and schedule to complete construction  (12-18 months) 

5. Work with partners for development of new interpretive centers at the Potter Home Site 
at Potter’s Point and at Karnack-Uncertain for a joint interpretive center between TPWD 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service-U.S. Department of Interior.  (already underway-
48 months) 

6. Work with the City of Mooringsport and local civic groups to conceptualize a new 
interpretive center and associated tourism destination amenities at Mooringsport (6-18 
months)  

 
The National Heritage Area concept offers more than technical help and start-up funding.  The 
concept offers an innovative method for citizens, in partnership with local, state, and Federal 
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government, and nonprofit and private sector interests, to shape the long-term future of their 
environment.  Heritage areas work across jurisdictional and demographic boundaries by 
identifying multiple cultural landscapes that are linked thematically, historically, or 
geographically.  Constituents utilize shared concerns about these landscapes to collaboratively 
shape a plan and implementation strategy that focuses on maintaining the distinct qualities that 
integrate the region and make it special.  For these reasons, efforts to work with the bi-state 
Congressional Delegation for a National Heritage Area designation will run parallel to other 
Phase 2 work and be on-going. 
 
Roll-out of interpretive trails is recommended to begin with the water trails at Caddo Lake, 
because the lake proper is the central focus of the CLHAEP and there are no private property 
issues to deal with on the water.  Caddo Lake water trails and markers lie within two districts, the 
CPHD and the CLHD, and involve three trails, two of which are branched.    Consultants will 
also conduct feasibility studies for the Caddo Prairie Bypass Canoeing Trail, the Monterey 
section of the branched Caddo Lake Navigation Trail, additional boat launch/recovery facilities 
at Hart’s Ferry on Jim’s Bayou, and help partners advance plans for new interpretive centers at 
Potter’s Point, in the Karnack-Uncertain area, and possibly at Mooringsport. 
 
Water Trails and Markers 
 
Caddo Lake Navigation Trail 
The Caddo Lake Navigation Trail may originate at either of the boat launch ramp facilities along 
the lake’s eastern shoreline, Williamson Park or Mooringsport.   
 

• Mooringsport Interpretive Kiosk (4 Sites)- Mooringsport is the oldest continuously 
occupied community located in the heritage awareness area and traces its genesis back to 
1837 when Timothy Mooring settled there and began operating a ferry across Caddo 
Lake.  Mooring’s ferry location became a port of call during the steamboat era.  The city 
maintained boat launch ramp, which is located under the National Register listed vertical 
lift drawbridge, is overlooked by a park that is recommended as the eastern trailhead for 
the Caddo Lake Navigation Trail.  A kiosk mounted on an observation platform should 
be located at the park above the launch facility.  Inscriptions on the platform markers 
should interpret (1) James Shennick and his ferry operation, (2) Mooringsport, (3) Huddie 
Ledbetter who was born on the Jeter Plantation just west of Mooringsport in 1888, and 
(4) Caddo Chief Dehahuit whose grave is on Stormy Point. 

 
• Port Monterey Boating Trail-The Port Monterey Boating Trail has two access locations at 

its southern end in Caddo Lake.  One is at the trailhead recommended for Mooringsport 
and the other is at Williamson Park.  Marking the steamboat route on Caddo Lake from 
Mooringsport or Williamson Park to Jim’s Bayou past the old Ferry Lake community and 
Plum Point while pointing out the locations of the historic Rives, Bonham’s, Stacy’s 
Landings will facilitate touring on the lake.  The boat trail into Jim’s Bayou presently 
ends just north of Roger’s Station just a little more than half the way from Mooringsport 
to Monterey.  At this point, a marker relative to Monterey should be located.  A 
feasibility study is required prior to any development of the water trail from Roger’s 
Station to the north.  This study and subsequent development should occur in two parts-
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from Roger’s Station to Hart’s Ferry, and then from Hart’s Ferry to Monterey.  Another 
feasibility study is required for a new, additional boat launch ramp at the Hart’s Ferry 
location with subsequent land purchase and construction.  The water trails can be marked 
on posts along the boating trails presently located throughout the lake.  If a tour boat with 
guide is employed for this trip, it is categorized as a Touring Trail.  If the touring is by 
private boat, the Adventurer Trail terminology is applied.   

 
• Jefferson Navigation Trail-Where the water trail splits on the lake at Rocky Point, the 

trail to Monterey should be marked and the one to Jefferson should be marked and 
landings such as Low’s/Jeter’s, Perry’s and Swanson’s as well as the Mittie Stephens 
wreck site can be pointed out.  This is a Touring Trail if guided and an Adventurer Trail 
if taken by private boat.  In either case, the trail snakes its way westward going by 
Uncertain and proceeding on to Port Caddo where that historic site should be marked.  
This section of the trail ends at the boat launch/recovery ramp at Caddo Lake State Park.  
Phase 3 work will extend this trail some 18 miles westward to Jefferson. 

 
Caddo Lake Nature Trails 
Caddo Canoe Trails are existing Texas Parks and Wildlife Department canoeing trails from 
Caddo Lake State Park through a portion of TPWD’s Wildlife Management Area.  All of the 
WMA is within the Ramsar Treaty designated wetlands of international importance.  One 
historic wood yard and one steamboat landing with two navigation features lie within the WMA. 
Willowson Woodyard is recommended for marking along Caddo Canoe Trail #1.  Clinton and 
two related features are recommended for marking as part of Caddo Canoe Trail #2. 
 

• Caddo Canoe Trail #1-Caddo Canoe Trail #1 is a Touring Trail if guided, an Adventurer 
Trail if viewed from private boat, and an Explorer Trail if taken by canoe.  It originates at 
Caddo Lake State Park and traverses a 10 mile scenic loop down Big Cypress Bayou, 
through Carter’s Gap (Carney Canal), and follows boat lane 3 by Willowson Slough into 
Carter’s Lake.  At Carter’s Lake, the trail connects to boat road 3A and passes Horse 
Island, Big Hole, and Smith Slough on its way back to the bayou where it returns to the 
point of origin at the state park.  For the safety and convenience of tourists, canoe trail 
indicators should be located at the entrance to Carter’s Gap, at the entrance to Carter’s 
Lake, where the trail meets boat road 3A, at Smith Slough, and where bayou access is 
gained.  Interpretive marking should be located along Carney Canal, at the mouth of 
Willowson Slough, and at Carter’s Lake indicating the historic significance of Carter’s 
Gap and Carney Canal and the Willowson Woodyard.  Modern geological processes 
should be related to the vegetative/nutrient cycling observed in Willowson Slough.  At 
Carter’s Lake, indicate the significance of the Ramsar Treaty designation. 

 
• Caddo Canoe Trail #2-Caddo Canoe Trail #2 is an Adventurer Trail if experienced by 

private boat or an Explorer Trail if traveled by canoe.  It makes a 22 mile loop, which 
starts at Caddo Lake State Park and progresses downstream passing Hell’s Half Acre and 
Horse Island, passes under Bradley Bridge, continues through Mossy Break on boat lane 
4, and connects to the south entrance of Government Ditch via boat road 4A.  From 
Government Ditch, the pathway continues past Devil’s Elbow on Alligator Bayou 
proceeding a half mile to a small slough on the left.  This waterway breaks out into Blind 
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Slough on boat road 3 in Clinton Lake.  From Judd Hole, the route passes the location of 
historic Clinton, Joe Moore Hole, the mouth of Kitchen Creek and Carter’s Lake by way 
of Clinton Chute.  Boat road 3 is then followed back to Big Cypress Bayou passing 
Willowson Slough, this time on the right, and the entrance to Big Cypress at Carter’s 
Gap.  Big Cypress is then taken back to the state park.  Locate canoe trail indicators at 
Bradley Bridge, at the turn to Government Ditch, and at the small waterway a half mile 
down from Devil’s Elbow on Alligator Bayou.  Place others along the course through 
Blind Slough to boat lane 3 at Judd Hole where boat road 3 is picked up.  Clinton should 
be marked as an historic landing.  Locate the marker along boat lane 3 at its junction with 
boat road 2D at Judd Hole.  Note the locations of Clinton Ditch and Whistleberry Slough 
(a corruption of Withenbury), which are historic navigation features. 

 
• Alligator Bayou Nature Trail-From Potter’s Point Marina (no fuel) at Miller’s Point, self-

guided motor boaters (Adventurer Trail) may embark on what is widely known as the 
most scenic area of Caddo Lake.  The trails course is about 18 miles, which can be easily 
completed in two hours.  From the launch site, boat road C is taken eastward over open 
water to where Alligator Bayou is accessed through Britt’s Gap.   A right turn on C takes 
boaters by Hog Wallow, Pine Bluff, Alligator Island, Stumpy Slough, and Whangdoodle 
Pass to Devil’s Elbow where boat road C ends.  The main channel of Big Cypress Bayou 
is taken a short distance to the south where the Ox Bow may be encountered.  After 
coming through the Ox Bow, boaters are presented a service and fuel stop opportunity at 
Johnson’s Ranch.  From here, the return trip is accomplished via boat road 1-K through 
Turtle Shell, where boat road C is met east of Britt’s Gap.  This boat lane is followed 
back to Potter’s Point Marina.  

 
 Phase 2 Education Plan 
 
The Phase 2 Education Plan consists of integrating highly complimentary and strongly connected 
formal programs, which will use project developmental issues as aligned learning opportunities.  
Opportunities presented by the CLHAEP offer excellent real-world contexts in which to develop 
content, problem-solving, and higher order thinking skills in students of all ages.  Consultants 
and the public agencies and private interests with which they have been working view such 
opportunities as extraordinary and possibly life-changing.  A prioritized list of tasks and a 
timeline for Phase 2 is presented below. 
 

1. Work with private interests to develop learning opportunities stemming from the 
maintenance and interpretive needs of the Jefferson Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration 
Project.  (already underway-18 months)  
• Help develop a program to train and certify at-risk adults in the agricultural sciences, 

landscaping, and interpretation for employment in the maintenance and interpretation 
of heritage resources in the project area.  (6-18 months) 

• Integrate teacher professional development using historic and natural resources for 
inquiry learning.  (6-18 months) 

• Use the characterization of the heritage and natural science features of the restoration 
project area to develop signage for self-guided tours and appropriate curricula for all 
age groups.  (already underway-18 months)  
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• Use scientific monitoring and documentation of environmental parameters associated 
with habitat health for aligned natural science learning experiences.  (already 
underway-18 months) 

2. Work with youth leaders and mentors from Caddo Lake communities to establish a 
Junior Historian Network.  (6-18 months) 
• Facilitate research, documentation, written publications, and dramatic delivery of 

factually-based stories aimed at enriching local heritage awareness.  (6-18 months) 
3. Work with Texas Tech University to establish an Honors College intern institute at 

Jefferson.  (already underway-18 months) 
• Team a professor and university student with a high school student and teacher to 

produce heritage tourism media.  (6-18 months) 
• Place interns or intern teams at resource locations such as the smaller museums 

operated by volunteers in Vivian, Gilliam, and Mooringsport to upgrade archives and 
interpretive displays.  (6-18 months) 

4. Establish the Texas Tech University Green Community Design Institute at Jefferson.  
(already underway-18 months) 
• Develop green designs for prototype eco-friendly cabins and new interpretive centers.  

(already underway-18 months) 
5. Conduct workshops for resident service providers.  (6-18 months) 

• Provide materials to enhance visitor experiences.  (6-18 months) 
6. Provide landowner workshops.  (already underway-18 months) 

• Utilize Balancing Nature and Commerce in an Evolving Landscape (already 
underway-18 months) 

 
Special Studies 

 
Several special investigations are recommended by Consultants to define undocumented, 
potentially important cultural assets within the CLHAEP area and to integrate innovative self-
guided touring technologies.  Two separate archaeological investigations are needed in BCHD 
and at least one is needed in CLHD.  Work is also needed across the project area to identify lost 
cemeteries.  In addition, the CLHAEP should take advantage of GPS touring devices and 
software applications for generating audio messaging that is being rolled out by the 
manufacturers of those devices.  Definition of these additional resources and use of GPS 
technologies for self-guided tour interpretation would greatly enhance the value and success of 
CLHAEP implementation.  
 
Archaeological Investigations at Cypress River Ranch 
Cypress River Ranch is located at Jefferson.  A large portion of the 1,100 acre property lies 
within the city limits.  Assets there that need definition include historic trails and wagon roads 
and possible pre-historic and historic Native American use areas including a possible village site 
and a large number of potential burial mounds.  The landowner, a valued stakeholder in the 
CLHAEP, wishes to utilize the property for educational and tourism purposes.   
 
No professional archaeological investigations have been conducted on any of the deposits.  
However, local lore has it that many artifacts have been found on the property in the area of Big 
Cypress Bayou, which forms the northern property line.  Representatives of the Caddo Nation 
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have observed a circular mound grouping on the flood plain south of the bayou and inferred the 
features to be the site of one of their pre-historic villages.  The Caddo are interested in helping 
with investigations with the intent of replicating the village site and using it as a living diorama 
once its former use is identified.  The understanding between the landowner and the Caddo is 
that no intrusive excavations will be conducted on any possible burial feature prior to application 
of Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) to determine whether human remains are involved.   
 

•  A GPR survey is needed to determine if any mounds contain Native American burials 
•  If mounds do not contain burials, archaeological excavations will be needed to define 

 the site(s).  Any excavation activities should involve the Caddo Nation of Oklahoma. 
 
Pedestrian Survey and Possible Archaeological Investigations at Cypress Bend 
Several old maps record an undocumented historic Coushatta village location on the north bank 
of Big Cypress Bayou in the area known as Cypress Bend at the southwestern corner of the Isaac 
Jones survey.  This location is a few miles upstream of another Coushatta village site that has 
been documented.  This one is on the Robert Potter survey and will be interpreted as part of the 
future Potter’s Point Interpretive Center.  The upstream site may have important diagnostic 
linkage to the Potter village and could be critical in determining temporal and geographic 
relationships. 
 

• A pedestrian survey should be conducted at Cypress Bend to locate any surface artifacts, 
which may indicate the presence of the Coushatta village. 

• If the location of the site is found by the pedestrian survey, a GPR survey and 
excavations will be needed to define the site. 

 
Archaeological Investigations and Steward’s Field School on Haynes Property 
Dr. John Haynes, a project stakeholder and physician in Vivian, has several thousand acres of 
property north of MC 3306 in northwestern Marion County.  His holdings include rich Native 
American archaeological deposits scattered throughout the Jim’s Bayou flood plain, a section of 
the Black Bayou Lumber Company tramway, a section of the old Monterey-Linden wagon road, 
and the possible site of the historic Charles Ames general mercantile store.  Exploratory 
excavations have been conducted by THC and local THC Stewards and diagnostics indicating 
the site of the store were found.  THC has indicated that the site might be a good location for a 
regional THC Steward Field School.  This work would further train THC Stewards in the proper 
application of techniques employed in archaeological excavations and further identify the site as 
that of Ames.  The site is located adjacent to the Monterey Loop and its definition would add an 
addition point of interest along that heritage road trail. 
 

• A THC Steward’s field school should be conducted on the Haynes property to completely 
define the site, train Stewards in advanced archaeological techniques and to more fully 
recruit the stakeholder and enlist his cultural resources.  

 
Cemetery Research Project 
Over 60 historic cemeteries are listed in the cultural survey for the CLHAEP area.  Many more 
unmarked cemeteries exist and should be included in heritage tourism offerings.  They are living 
lessons in history and contain a wealth of information to share about the people who settled and 
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crafted Caddo Lake’s rich heritage.  Burial customs and other social rituals surrounding death 
provide an informative look at the beliefs, superstitions and traditions of these people.  A 
rigorous survey and documentation of unknown burial sites, funeral customs, and cemetery 
symbology will increase heritage tourism, especially with the genealogy marketing niche. 
 

• Additional research, interviews, and pedestrian surveys should be conducted by 
Consultants to identify possible cemetery sites, which are currently not documented.  
This work should be followed by GPR surveys to confirm or deny findings.  Sites 
positively identified should then be included in marketing efforts and heritage tourism 
offerings. 

 
GPS Activated Audio Interpretation 
Because of the wide dispersion of heritage assets, the self-guided category interpretive method is 
best suited to the Caddo Lake heritage area.  Technology for that purpose should include audio 
interpretation by cell phone and by GPS receiver.   Hand-held and automobile mounted GPS 
devices may be activated by the orbiting satellite navigation system for synthesized voice 
messaging.  The messages are held on a memory card attached to the GPS via USB port.  The 
memory card can hold a very large array of messages and as the unit approaches the geographic 
coordinates of a point of interest, a synthetic voice delivers the appropriate message.  This 
system will work for road and water trails alike.  Use of this technology also creates an avenue 
for entrepreneurship.  A business could be created that provides the GPS devices with memory 
cards programmed for all interpretive sites, trails, and points of interest for a fee.  The “loaded” 
memory card alone could be provided to tourists who possess their own GPS devices. 
 

• Consultants should create relationships with GPS marketing directors to develop 
cooperative agreements in which devices and fees are favorably adjusted to better 
accommodate the objectives and needs of the CLHAEP. 
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ACTION PLAN 
 

PHASE THREE – PROGRAM DEFINITION 
 
In this phase to be completed over an 18 month period, long-term project activity will expand 
outward from Caddo Lake to incorporate road trail components and complete the Jefferson 
Navigation Trail from Caddo Lake State Park to its terminus at Jefferson.   Feasibility studies for 
the Caddo Prairie Bypass Canoeing Trail, the Roger’s Station-Hart’s Ferry section of the Port 
Monterey Boating Trail, and the boat launch facility near the LA Hwy. 2 Bridge at Hart’s Ferry 
will be analyzed and acted upon.  Another feasibility study will be initiated for possible eco-
friendly camping and low-impact use activities in the TPWD WMA on the north shore of the 
lake.  Depending on the findings of the study on the first extension of the Port Monterey Boating 
Trail, another feasibility study may be commissioned for the remaining leg of that water trail to 
Monterey.   
 
Consultant will continue to work with partners for new interpretive facilities at Potter’s Point, in 
the Uncertain-Karnack area, and at Mooringsport during Phase 3.  The Marketing and 
Technology Plan and the Education Plan as described for Phase 2 will be continued, expanded, 
and enhanced as opportunities and funding permit.   Since Phase 3 activities for both the 
Marketing and Technology Plan and the Education Plan are redundant with those proposed for 
Phase 2, only the prioritized listing of tasks and a timeline for heritage sites, trails, and markers 
and associated feasibility studies is presented below. 
 

1. Establish all recommended road trails in CPHD, CLHD, and BCHD  (12-18 months) 
• Acquire and install all road trail, site, way finding and interpretive kiosks in heritage 

area.  (18 months) 
2. Complete Jefferson Navigation Trail.  (12 months) 
3. Evaluate Phase 2 feasibility studies for the Caddo Prairie Bypass Canoeing Trail, the 

Roger’s Station-Hart’s Ferry section of the Port Monterey Boating Trail, and the boat 
launch facility near the LA Hwy. 2 Bridge at Hart’s Ferry.  (4 months) 

4. Respond to Phase 2 feasibility studies by initiating and managing construction activities 
where warranted.  (6-18 months) 
• Develop program and schedule to fund water trails construction and completion as 

indicated by water trails feasibility studies results. 
• Prepare and let bids for construction if necessary.  (6-10 months) 
• Manage construction activities.  (10-18 months) 

5. Initiate feasibility study for Hart’s Ferry to Monterey section of the Port Monterey 
Boating Trail.  (6-10 months) 
• Include expected costs and schedule to complete construction of a public access point 

at Monterey and the cost of clearing and marking the waterway for tourism and 
general use.  (18 months) 

6. Initiate feasibility study for eco-friendly camping and appropriate use activities at TPWD 
WMA on north shore.  (6-12 months) 
• Include private interests and innovative approaches of the Green Community Design 

Institute.  (6-12 months) 
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7. Work with the City of Mooringsport and local civic organizations to advance 
Mooringsport as a major tourism destination.  (3-12 months) 
• Involve Mooringsport in the Main Street Program if not already active.  (3-6 months) 
• Facilitate and partner in a feasibility study for developing a major interpretive center 

located in Mooringsport.  (6-12 months) 
8. Continue to work with partners on development of major interpretive centers at Potter’s 

Point and at Karnack-Uncertain. 
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ACTION PLAN 
 

PHASE FOUR – PROGRAM DEFINITION 
 
Phase 4 work will complete deployment of the CLHAEP heritage tourism program.  It will start 
immediately after the three year work of Phase 2 and Phase 3.  The duration of Phase 4 work is 
undetermined due to unknowns such as the length of time required for acquisition of National 
Heritage Area designation, recommendations of earlier feasibility studies and possible funding 
uncertainties, and how far along partners may be with the planning and construction of new 
interpretive centers.   
 
Consultants recommend the following long-term actions to complete the implementation of the 
CLHAEP heritage tourism program. 

1. Respond to the feasibility study for Hart’s Ferry to Monterey section of the Port 
 Monterey Boating Trail.  (3 months) 

• Develop funding mechanisms for trail and boat launch facility construction as 
indicated by feasibility study results. (3 months) 

• Work with Parish of Caddo Parks and Recreation Department and other interests for 
completion  (10-18 months) 

2. Respond to feasibility study for eco-friendly camping and appropriate use activities at 
 TPWD WMA on the north shore.  (3-6 months) 

• Develop program and schedule to fund eco-friendly camping and amenities for 
tourism support  (6-10 months) 

• Work with TPWD and private interests for completion. 
3. Work with the City of Mooringsport to develop the town as a major tourism destination.    
4. Continue to work with partners on development of major interpretive centers at Potter’s 
 Point, Karnack-Uncertain, and Mooringsport. 

 
Other long-term activities will be necessary after National Heritage Area designation is secured.  
Use of the National Parks Service “arrowhead” signage styles will be incorporated at appropriate 
locations.  NPS technical assistance could include the design of additional nature trails for 
habitat and wildlife viewing, expanded interpretive capabilities at smaller museums, design of 
interpretive displays and activities at new interpretive centers, and design of major marketing and 
advertising kiosks at state operated Travel Centers along Interstate 20, Interstate 30, and at 
appropriate locations in gateway cities. 

 
The Scenario Five Years Hence 
In the future, a potential visitor to the bi-state Caddo Lake area will be able to access a  
high-value Caddo Lake Heritage Web Site and conduct extensive planning for sight-doing rather 
than site-seeing.  The site’s thematically layered structure will facilitate “drilling in” to the depth 
desired for any topic, theme, sub-theme, or storyline.  It will also present the available lodging 
and tourism service amenities.  Potential visitors will be able to plan ahead by crafting an 
itinerary customized for a single interest or multiple pursuits.  The site’s archives will include 
detail on a myriad of heritage sites, and features including road and water trail venues, and 
research quality detail on the events and people who shaped the Caddo Lake story.  Lodging 
from upscale hotels in Shreveport and Marshall to an outback bungalow hidden along the 
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shoreline of Caddo Lake will be accessible.  The power of technology will present an inviting, 
interesting, convenient, and efficient way to link the visitor’s desire for authentic and active 
engagement with heritage and natural resources to the epic story of Caddo Lake. 
 
Once the visitor is here, the established water and road trails will provide self-guided touring 
options via technology-based messages, new centers at Potter’s Point, Karnack, and 
Mooringsport will interpret the historic characters and events connected to their locations, and 
numerous local cultural events, tour guides, restaurants, and lodging facilities will provide 
engagement with authentic culture, foods, and crafts.  The Port Monterey Boating Trail will have 
been completed all the way to Monterey and will be conveying boaters to and from that historic 
port using GPS activated interpretive messaging via broadband saturation of the entire CLHAEP 
area.  Canoeists will be paddling the Black Bayou to its confluence with Twelvemile Bayou 
passing historic points of interest along the historic Caddo Prairie Bypass with point of interest 
interpretation via GPS activated messaging. 
 
Educational programming will have fused with the social studies and science curricula in bi-state 
area schools in a way that transforms teaching and learning by making it exciting and 
meaningful.  Students and their teachers are teaming to produce projects that advance the 
knowledge base and promote local understanding of Caddo Lake heritage.  The Junior Historians 
are an integral part of school and community life and continue to help populate the Caddo Lake 
Heritage Web Site with factual, dynamic, and alluring stories based on fact.  Heritage tourism 
development and maintenance has become a community-based endeavor.  
 
Bi-state area communities are now involved in an open discussion aimed at appropriately 
locating new tourism infrastructure away from the sensitive habitats at Caddo Lake.  The 
Interstate 20 corridor between Shreveport and Marshall, the U.S. Hwy. 59 approaches to 
Jefferson, and LA Hwy. 1 between Vivian and Oil City, and the LA Hwy. 169 and 538 
approaches to Mooringsport are candidate sites for new lodging facilities.     
 
Next Step 
This Action Plan cannot do justice to the tremendous level of effort and the volume of material 
gathered by the Consultants.  The high-value web site that is the highest priority 
recommendation of this report, however, can do justice to the work done thus far – and all 
additional information of historical and scientific value that will be obtained in future months 
and years.  Among the many discoveries realized during this endeavor, none are more energizing 
than the realization of how a mega-size web site could house, organize, and make available the 
great myriad of stories, facts, photographs, and narratives that comprise the Caddo Lake story.   

Caddo Lake heritage comprises such a multitude of narratives touching on so many events, 
epochs, personalities and eras that it cannot be adequately presented with other media.  Only a 
high-value web site with virtually unlimited capacity for text, photos, video, maps, animation, 
and other graphics can do justice to the overall story.  Through the internet, technology can give 
life to the excitement, the adventure, the pathos, and the glory of Caddo Lake’s storied past – and 
delivers it to anyone anywhere on earth who can connect to the World Wide Web. 
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