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Feasibility Study 
Caddo Lake National Heritage Area 

 
Executive Summary 

 
This summary includes a description of the study, including a discussion on why the area has 
been judged to be nationally distinctive, and a conclusion as to whether the interim criteria for 
NHA designation have or have not been met. It specifies supplemental steps to be taken that 

will permit non-compliant criterion to be met if any exists. 
 

This preliminary feasibility study, or Phase Zero, has as its intent the provision of the sufficient 
justification or rationale necessary for the near term development of a management structure 
and the full development of management, business and related plans so that the designation of 
the Caddo Lake Heritage Area as a national resource results.  This study documents the 
background and supporting information necessary to complete the final chapters of a formal 
feasibility study; management plan development and impacts assessments.  
 

Goals 
 

The broad goals of the Caddo Lake Heritage Area program are to: 
o Identify the natural, cultural, and recreational resources of the Caddo Lake area. 
o Develop conservation and interpretive opportunities, techniques, and venues.  
o Interpret Caddo Lake‟s heritage resources. 
o Attract visitors, investment, and economic opportunities to the Caddo Lake area. 
o Develop the Caddo Lake heritage area as a primary draw to the ArkLaTex 

region. 
 

Study Description 
  

This feasibility study was initiated to determine if the Caddo Lake Heritage Area (CLHA) is 
nationally distinctive and to determine and evaluate alternatives for managing, preserving, and 
interpreting nationally important cultural and historic landscapes, sites, and structures existing 
on, under, and around Caddo Lake, its tributaries Cypress Bayou and James Bayou in Texas 
and Louisiana and Black and Red Bayous and the historic Soda, Shifftail, and Clear Lakes in 
Louisiana.   Those determinations will be used to provide stakeholders, public and private, with 
information about the resources in the study area and how they relate to criteria for designation 
of a national heritage area. 
 
It will be fully coordinated during the study process with the Commissioners of Harrison and 
Marion Counties Texas and Caddo Parish Louisiana, the Caddo Lake Clearing House (Village 
of Uncertain Texas, Greater Caddo Lake Association of Texas, the Caddo Lake Area Chamber 
of Commerce and Tourism, the Friends of the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge, the Caddo 
Lake Institute), the Greater Caddo Lake Association of Louisiana, the Jeffersonian Institute, the 
Louisiana Caddo Lake Watershed Commission, the Collins Academy and Education Center, the 
Shreveport Bossier Tourism and Convention Bureau, and the town governing authorities of 
Jefferson Texas, and Mooringsport, Oil City and Vivian, Louisiana. The endorsement of the 
study assumptions, process, and conclusions by those stakeholders will be central to the 
study‟s success. 
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This study documents and analyzes the natural, cultural, both historic and extant, and 
recreational and scenic resources on and fronting Cypress and James Bayous and the Lakes as 
listed above and which are located within the Texas counties of Harrison and Marion, and 
Louisiana‟s Caddo Parish. 
 
The CLHA is a region in north western Louisiana and north eastern Texas where the influences 
of Native Americans, westward migration, wealthy planters, homesteaders, steam boat industry 
and town building, railroad industry and town building, agricultural economy, timber industry, 
and petroleum industry and town building blended to define a unique cultural heritage. The 
CLHA was on the south western frontier of a young nation in 1803 at the time of the Louisiana 
Purchase. During the 100 year period beginning in about 1815 no other area in our nation 
experienced similar influences that were so diverse and in combination so unique. Until Texas 
statehood in 1845 the western half of the CLHA was not within the territorial limits of the United 
States.  
 
An evaluation has been made of the conformance of the identified cultural assets within their 
Caddo Lake area geographical context together with the management structure for their 
conservation and interpretation with the ten interim criteria established by the National Park 
Service to determine if the Caddo Lake Heritage Area represents a unique and nationally 
important landscape worthy of national heritage area designation. 
 
 

Nationally Distinctive Landscape Rationale 
 

Caddo Lake with about 27,000 surface acres is the largest natural lake in the southern United 
States.  Its formation was unique. It was formed by water flowing along distributaries of the Red 
River created by overflow from the damming effects of a 160 mile long log jam in the river. The 
water flowed across a river flood plain created small bayous along the way and flooded the 
valleys of two bayous creating the lake. Three other ephemeral lakes were created in the 
process to the east and south of Caddo Lake and all were connected and ultimately their waters 
flowed back into the Red River. That connectivity from the Red River along about a 90-mile long 
water route to the western navigational limits of the lake system created a path of exploitation 
for peopling and national economic expansion. The future of Caddo Lake was assured when it 
was dammed in 1914. The uniqueness of the territorial history combined with the uniqueness of 
the lake‟s formation results in a distinctive geographical context. 
 
The Caddo Lake area was home to the Caddo Native Americans at the time of  European and 
American discoveries of the area.  In a rare show of  fairness in its dealing with Native 
Americans, the American government recognized the Caddo sovereignty in their land, agreed to 
their desired territorial boundaries of the eastern half of the heritage area, protected that land 
from American incursions, never reneged on agreed upon treaty terms, and paid the Caddo for 
their land.  Although there are indications that not all of the sales terms were met.  
 
For more than forty years from the time of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase the area was on the 
southwestern frontier of the United States. The western half of the heritage area was first under 
the control of Spain, then from 1821 until 1836 Mexico claimed the land, then it became a part 
of the Republic of Texas.  Upon Texas statehood in 1845 the western half joined the eastern 
half of the heritage area as a part of the Union. The general treatment of the Caddo in itself 
makes the eastern half of the heritage area unique by the way the government acquired it but 
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when combined with the international heritage of the western half, the proposed heritage 
geographical area is truly distinctive. 
 
Within that distinctive geographical context the heritage area experienced three diverse boom 
eras of a significant level of peopling and economic expansion.  Nowhere else in the United 
States did the cultural defining forces of a steam boating based economy, a railroad based 
economy, and a petroleum based economy successively combine over a period of about 100 
years to define such a unique cultural heritage.  It is that combination of the effects of those 
historic eras that makes the CLHA unique and distinctive within the United States.   
 
 

Caddo Lake National Heritage Area Designation 
 

The cultural assets in their defining context of the historic era within which they occurred yield 
themselves to thematic contexts for interpretation.  In all three of the boom eras discussed large 
numbers of people moved into the area to work, raise families, create businesses.  Some 
stayed and some moved on, mostly into Texas as each boom faded.  Social movements not 
only resulted then but in the period when this land of the Caddo was ending. Native Americans, 
including the Coushatta, Quapaw, Alabama, and Cherokee were forced out of the southeastern 
United States and moved into this area temporarily on the way to their ultimate home in the 
Indian Territory.  The Caddo soon followed suit.  Each era was typified by the economic engine 
of the times.  Those themes as indicated in the below table form the basis of interpretation 
programs in the heritage area. 
 
 
                                                               Theme                                       CLHA       

Peopling Places  

Creating Social Institutions and Movements  

Expressing Cultural Values  

Shaping the Political Landscape  

Developing the American Economy  

Expanding Science and Technology  

Transforming the Environment  

Changing Role of the US in the World Community  
Figure 1 Interpretive Themes 

 
The following is representative of a correlation matrix that will be developed as a first step in 
defining the marker and kiosk development program that will relate historic resource elements to 
interpretive themes. Some of the resources will relate to multiple themes. For example, not only 
do the resources reflective of the Petroleum Era demonstrate the massive peopling of the area 
but they also clearly demonstrate how local natural resources were exploited as well as how 
that motivated  the development of the local economy. 
 
The matrix demonstrates how the categories of the heritage assets inventory support the 
interpretive themes. Each asset category will contain a list of specific assets having interpretive 
value integrity. A fully articulated matrix developed similar to the following sample will list 
specific historic assets for each interpretive theme. The historic resources so determined will 
directly relate to the national significance of the CLHA. 
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         Interpretive Theme and Historic Resource Correlation Matrix   

  Interpretive Themes 
 

Historic Resources Category 

Peopling Places: 
     

  

  

Migration from outside and 
within 

 
Native American Villages   

  

     
Timber Hill Site 

  

    
Port of Jefferson   

  

    
LA Oil and Gas Museum Resources 

  

Encounters, conflicts, and 
Colonization Moderator Regulator War-Robert Potter 

  

     
Potter Home Site 

  

      
  

Expressing Cultural Values: 
    

  

  Folklore 
     

  

  

      
  

Developing the American Economy: 
   

  

  Distribution and Transportation 
 

Steamboat Era Ports   

  

     
Monterey   

  

    
Historic Land Trails   

  

    
                 Road to Caddo Prairie 

  

      
  

Creating Social Institutions and 
Movements: 

   
  

Recreational Activities 
    

  

  

      
  

Shaping the Political Landscape: 
    

  

  Military Activities 
  

Historic Water Trails   

  

     
Caddo Prairie Bypass 

  

      
  

Transforming the Environment: 
    

  

  Manipulating the Environment 
 

Upland Southern Culture 

  and its Resources  
  

Petroleum Era Resources 

                

Figure 2 Interpretive Theme Historic Resource Correlation 
 

Following is an evaluation of the conformance of the identified heritage assets within their 
Caddo Lake area geographical and cultural context together with the management structure 
defined for their conservation and interpretation with the ten interim criteria established by the 
National Park Service to determine if the Caddo Lake Heritage Area represents a unique and 
nationally important landscape worthy of national heritage area designation. 
 
Based on data researched, collected, analyzed, and collated and the information derived during 
this preliminary feasibility study, the Caddo Lake National Heritage Area presently conforms 
with about 70% of the interim criteria established by the National Park Service for heritage area 
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designation. That evaluation is made relative to the present phase zero development status of 
the heritage area.    
 

NHA Criteria    Caddo Lake National Heritage Area 

Cultural Assets Combine to Define 
Distinctive Heritage Area Requiring 
Heritage Management Processes 

 

Area Reflects Traditions, Customs, Beliefs, 
and folk Life Valuable to the National Story 

 

Area Provides Opportunities to Conserve 
Cultural Assets and Scenic Features 

 

Area Provides Recreational and 
Educational Opportunities 

 

Resources Supporting Themes Retain 
Sufficient Interpretation Integrity 

 

Conceptual Financial Plan Outline 
Stakeholder Roles and Support 

 

Management and Supporting Governmental 
Entities Committed to Development 

 

Proposal Supports Continued Economic 
Activity 

 

Conceptual Boundary Map Publically 
Supported 

 

Management Plan Described  
Figure 3 NPS Criteria Conformance 

 

Mitigation Discussion 
 
An area of less than ideal criterion conformance concerns the integrity of some of the historic 
sites.  For example, it is well known where the Caddo Flood Plain Village Site (1797 – 1800) 
was located but no above ground archaeological material remains. The site is in an agricultural 
field and has been tilled for many decades.  That deficiency could possibly be mitigated by a 
successful archaeological dig that recovered artifacts that could then be used for interpretation.  
Similarly the only material remains of the historic steam boat landing village of Monterey is a 
very small graveyard site enclosed by a wrought iron fence.  There are similar sites throughout 
the area that have the possibility for mitigation through a focused and aggressive program of 
archaeological research. 
 
Three other criteria are presently partially satisfied and one is not satisfied.  All concern program 
management activities yet to be undertaken.  The organization to complete the feasibility study 
and perform management functions is presently in the throes of its genesis. That is not to imply 
that some preliminary work has not already been done. Chapter 5, Management Alternatives 
provides a detailed discussion and more than an annotated outline as to how the formal study 
team will develop what is probably the most significant aspect of the program, management.   
Once that organization is complete, management will rapidly move to complete program 
documents with stakeholder input and coordination and bring to completion a fully criteria 
satisfying feasibility study for the designation of the Caddo Lake National Heritage Area. 
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Chapter 1 
Introduction 

 
The study area is described together with the study’s purpose and process.  A public 

involvement strategy is articulated, coordinative processes with other Caddo Lake initiatives are 
outlined and steps are indicated that need be taken at the conclusion of a future formal study 

legislated by Congress. 

 
Heritage as System 

 
A system has structure with parts and their composition, behavior characterized by inputs 
processing and outputs, and interconnectivity typified by the system‟s various parts having 
functional and structural relationships. A heritage area is a sociocultural system where human 
populations are viewed in their ecological context which together constitute a sublevel of an 
ecosystem where the latter is the combined physical and biological components of an 
environment. The Caddo Lake Heritage Area evolved through a combination of four 
sociocultural systems spanning the Caddo, Steamboat, Railroad and Petroleum eras of its 
history. This study focuses on the conservation and interpretation of the material products 
(historic artifacts, sites, etc.) of the culture or behaviors of the human aspects of each of the 
sociocultural systems of the Caddo Lake Heritage Area. 
 
Once a geographical context is specified, an assessment of the heritage assets contained has 
two aspects, natural and cultural. Natural assets are in the main those geographic features that 
exist in the absence of human created features. Cultural assets are those features within the 
geographical context created by mankind and have two components, historic and extant. 
Everything created by mankind overlaid on the geography of an area is cultural. To develop an 
effective inventory of heritage assets in an area, it must first be understood how or why the 
cultural components came into being.  That is, the human history within the geographical 
context must be fully understood.  Not only must the how and why be understood but the 
impacts and ramifications of the local history are central in a determination of the significance of 
a given area to the larger context. An effective way to assess that is to understand that a 
heritage system is being assessed and that there is a definite relationship among the 
components of that system. Caddo Lake, the land area surrounding it, and the human adaption 
of those is representative of a local  heritage system. 
 
Having a well developed inventory of heritage assets in hand is but the first step.  With a 
knowledge of those assets and the history within which they evolved a second step can be 
purchased.  What do those assets and their historic context mean?  What is the significance of 
that heritage area?  How is that related to the larger whole? The second step is then to 
determine the contribution made by the local heritage area to the national heritage. It is the first 
significant decision point in the process. That requires a good working knowledge of our national 
heritage and how the local heritage complements in a unique way and adds to the national 
experience.  Once that contribution has been determined then a reevaluation of the heritage 
assets must be completed.  That reassessment develops a redefined inventory of heritage 
assets that directly supports the elements of the contribution of the heritage area to the national 
story.   
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Interpretive themes are derived from determining which assets support which components of 
the local heritage contribution to the national story.  A final screening determines on the basis of 
heritage asset integrity the final heritage assets inventory. With the preceding completed, a 
management structure is developed together with financial and stakeholder contributions and 
overlaid on the heritage components. The themes with their supported assets which underlie 
national contribution are then used in the management alternatives assessments to develop 
heritage conservation and public educational programs through a variety of on-site and other 
venues designed for that purpose. Finally in the final decision point in the process, that entire 
system is evaluated for conformance with each of the ten interim NPS criteria.  All ten must be 
satisfied.  
 

Geographic Context Description 
 

The results of the U. S. Corps of Engineers “Daingerfield Reach” project of about twenty years 
ago made local heritage enthusiasts more aware that they lived in a unique area rich in history. 
A very brief summary of the area studied by the Corps is presented below and it set the context 
within which local interests undertook their own investigations into all aspects of the area‟s 
cultural heritage.   
 
In October 1988 the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District, was directed by 
Congress to initiate a reevaluation of the feasibility of the Shreveport, LA, to Daingerfield, TX, 
reach of the Red River Waterway Project. Subsequent funding was provided by Congress in 
Fiscal Years 1990-1993. In December 1992, an in-progress review of the feasibility of extending 
navigation on the Shreveport to Daingerfield reach was completed. The review was a 
preliminary assessment of project costs, benefits, and environmental impacts. The review 
revealed that construction of this reach of the project was not economically feasible.  
 
The route from Shreveport to Jefferson, through Twelvemile Bayou, Caddo Lake and Big 
Cypress Bayou, had been an important route for steamboat commerce from the 1840s into the 
very early years of the twentieth century. The Corps project area, therefore, consisted of the 
identified historic navigation of the course of Big Cypress Bayou from Jefferson to Caddo Lake, 
then it followed a course passing fairly close to the south shore of Caddo Lake, past the 
community of Mooringsport to the present-day Caddo Lake Dam. Below the Caddo Lake Dam, 
the historic channel passed through Soda Lake and along Twelvemile Bayou to the Red River at 
Shreveport. 
 
The Corps of Engineers is required to identify cultural resources within project areas so that 
their significance can be determined and they can be avoided when possible or if unavoidable, 
adverse project impacts can be identified for adequate mitigation. Given the history of 
navigation on the project reach, a survey of the project area was included in the study efforts. 
The historic watercraft survey was conducted by a private consulting firm and it results are in 
the public domain.   
 
The historic watercraft survey revealed numerous ports, landings, villages, and towns and their 
historic time period of evolution, as well as their economic impact in the area. It also revealed 
that steamboats had traveled far up James‟ Bayou, the northern arm of Caddo Lake, as well 
through the Red River log jam bypass, herein referred to as the Caddo Prairie Bypass.  That 
bypass departed the route from Shreveport to Jefferson at Shifftail Lake and headed north east 
through Clear Lake, Black Bayou, a short canal, and Red Bayou before reentering the river just 
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north east of present Hosston, Louisiana making boat travel to the upper Red River area a 
reality.   
 
During the 1990s local authors began to publish never before insights into the area‟s historic 
villages, sites, events and people. In concert with insights learned from the Corp‟s study and 
local publications, motivation was present for the need for additional studies to gather a more 
complete understanding of the proposed heritage area‟s national significance. The extent of the 
proposed heritage area was defined based upon the Corps study of historic navigation in the 
area to run from the Red River on the east to Jefferson, Texas on the west. Central to that is 
Caddo Lake. The extent of the land mass surrounding the lake in both Texas and Louisiana that 
would be included in the proposed heritage area  needed definition. Based upon historic sites 
and events it was decided by the study team to define the northern and southern limits of the 
proposed heritage area to be mostly bounded along east-west highways and roads that 
traversed the area near the lake. 
 
The total area for examination and assessment for heritage assets and recreational features is a 
25 mile wide swath of more than 750 square miles lying between the Red River in northern 
Caddo Parish and Jefferson in Marion County, Texas. Central to it is Caddo Lake having an 
approximate 27,000 acre surface area. The eastern side of the area is a part of the northern half 
of Caddo Parish, Louisiana and is an area of about 375 square miles and is roughly one-half of 
the total project coverage. In a June 1806 entry, the journal of the Freeman-Custis exploration 
party described the Red River flood plain area of that part as being a “very rich and large 
prairie.” The settlers and planters on the eastern bluffs of the Red River began in the 1820s to 
refer to the flood plain across the river from them in north Caddo Parish as Caddo Prairie and, 
until the Caddo Cession of 1835, the land in the district was a part of the Caddo Nation. The 
Caddo Prairie beat of the federal census of 1850 referred to the entire area north of Soda Bayou 
and Caddo Lake as Caddo Prairie. The Historical Society of North Caddo refers to that  area, its 
area of interest, as the Caddo Prairie Historic District.  
 
The Caddo Prairie has never been assessed in its entirety for its cultural heritage assets. 
Neither has it in its entirety previously been promoted as an area for heritage tourism. However, 
the state‟s department of Culture, Heritage, and Tourism (CRT) has designated that portion of 
Louisiana Highway 2 traversing north Caddo Parish as a scenic byway. In the near future a 
kiosk will be erected at the Vivian Railroad Station Museum that will facilitate touring the byway. 
The assets identified in this study highlight the hidden heritage tourism treasure resident in north 
Caddo Parish. The western area between the state line and U.S. Highway 59 in Jefferson is 
about equal to the 375 square miles of the eastern area. The western side of the area is split 
between Harrison and Marion Counties in Texas. The Freeman-Custis party was aware of a 
“large lake to the west of the prairie, on the west of which, and nearly 30 miles from Red River, 
was the principal village of the Caddo.” This village is now known to lie three miles inside Marion 
County in the extreme northeastern corner of the western side.  
 
During the middle to late Nineteenth Century, navigation through the heritage area enabled the 
rise of cotton agriculture and its associated landings, ports, outlying plantations and smaller 
farmsteads, and settlements. Historic navigation features have been researched, but no prior 
assessment of their potential for inclusion in interpretative, tourism trails has been conducted.  
 
Prior to the end of the 1700s, the five lakes that formed the natural conditions for steamboat 
traffic did not exist. In its upper reach, Big Cypress Bayou was a constricted, fast flowing 
stream. Approaching the future Caddo Lake location, relief became minimal as Big Cypress 
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traversed a broad valley where meandering streams converged to form marginal cypress stands 
and associated wetlands. The heritage area was a dense forest of hickory, oak, and cypress 
long before the action of the “Great Raft,” a massive log jam on the Red River, formed the chain 
of lakes. An ancient Caddo trail, which connected area and regional villages, crosses the 
extreme western terminus of the district. By means of this trace, the earliest settlers entered 
Spanish Texas to establish new livelihoods and a new republic. Once the navigation route was 
cleared to Jefferson, the most interior gateway for transport of goods to market and for 
civilization‟s westward expansion became established. Except for tourism development within 
the Historic Districts of Jefferson and Marshall, the existing forest heritage trail presents little 
opportunity for public engagement with this unique resource base. 
 
 

 
Figure 4 Notional Caddo Lake National Heritage Area 

 
The preceding graphic depicts the boundaries of the proposed heritage area to encompass a 
rural area external to the significant municipalities of Marshall, Texas and Shreveport, Louisiana 
on its south.  Its northern boundary is about 40 miles south of Texarkana. The determination 
and designation of national heritage area status would provide a much needed economic status 
to this disadvantaged area.  The area studied was as identified in the graphic and is presently 
referred to as the notional heritage area.  Its geographical limits will be finalized after 
coordination with all stakeholders, public and private. County or state boundaries, watershed 
boundaries, and geographic – river or bayou corridors are some ways to define boundaries. 
Since most historic events do not fall within existing municipal or state lines interpretive themes 
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will in the main determine which towns and counties (parishes) to include in the Caddo Lake 
Heritage Area. This feasibility study process will bring communities together across jurisdictions 
and connect them based upon a shared heritage, history, and sense of place. Jurisdictions to be 
included within the boundaries will be those whose participation are central to the interpretive 
process. Boundaries will be finalized by choosing those that confirm and illustrate our 
interpretive themes, whether they are geographically or historically based. 
 

Study Purpose 
 

This feasibility study of the  Proposed Caddo Lake National Heritage Area (CLHA)  was initiated 
to determine first if it is a nationally significant heritage area, and second to identify and evaluate 
alternatives for managing, preserving, and interpreting nationally important cultural and historic 
landscapes, sites, and structures existing on, under, and around Caddo Lake, its tributaries 
Cypress Bayou and James Bayou in Texas and Louisiana and Black and Red Bayous and the 
historic Soda, Shifftail, and Clear Lakes in Louisiana.  One use of the study will provide 
stakeholders, public and private, with information about the resources in the study area and how 
they relate to criteria for designation of a national heritage area. This study identifies, analyzes, 
and documents the heritage assets, natural and cultural, both extant and historic, as well as the 
recreational and scenic resources on and fronting Cypress and James Bayous and the Lakes as 
listed above and which are located within the Texas counties of Harrison and Marion, and 
Louisiana‟s Caddo Parish. 
 
The realization of the need to pursue the purposes of this study came from an analysis of the 
results of a 2007 bi-state, Texas and Louisiana, study conducted under the auspices of the 
Jeffersonian Institute in Jefferson, Texas.  That study, The Caddo Lake Heritage Area and 
Education Program (CLHAEP), conducted a heritage assets survey of the Caddo Lake area, 
articulated an overarching conservation and interpretation management structure, and defined 
follow-on study phases that when completed would make an extremely unique and assets rich 
area a resource for cultural heritage tourism and public education programs.  Exploitation 
themes and techniques together with trails and paths were defined for tourism programs.  
Educational programs were defined together with conceptual processes that would bring them 
to fruition.  The results of that 2007 study form the majority parts of Chapters 1,2, 3, and 4 of 
this feasibility study. 
 
At their core, all such heritage tourism and educational programs are in fact economic 
development activities that are powered by a focus on cultural heritage tourism and education. 
The Caddo Lake Heritage Area is rural and economically depressed. Wages together with 
educational levels are below state and national averages. Manufacturing industries are few and 
far between.  There is still a significant reliance for employment on the agriculture, timber, and 
petroleum industries, all having their genesis in our historic period of 100-175 years ago. An 
opportunity exists that will provide an economic boost to the bi-state area. Interpreting the 
natural, cultural, and historic assets of the Caddo Lake area through the use of historic sites and 
water and land-based trials connected across state lines joining historic sites will spotlight to the 
nation the area‟s unique heritage providing extraordinary educational opportunities for the 
region and the world, and create a tourism industry that will herald manifold economic benefits. 
 
This study is sponsored by heritage minded entities local to the Caddo Lake area and is 
undertaken in the absence of any enacting federal congressional legislation. It is a local 
proactive initiative that when completed is designed to garner the support of the representatives 
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of bi-state area congressional districts and state senators. The ultimate goal is for the National 
Park Service (NPS) to first find this area worthy of further study and second to acquire 
congressional authority to proceed to complete a formally authorized feasibility study. 
 

 
Study Process 

 
The following flowchart depicts the feasibility study process that will answer two key questions; 
is the Caddo Lake Heritage Area significant to the national experience and what is its optimal 
conservation and interpretation management structure. 
 

 

 
Sam Collier 

Figure 5 Feasibility Study Flowchart 
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Heritage Assets Inventory: This area has experienced in its heritage, beginning with the 
original ownership of this area by the Caddo Native Americans and spanning about 100 years, 
the economic booms and peopling resulting from three additional distinct eras.  The Steamboat 
Era essentially spanned the 1838 to 1900 time period, the Rail Road Era from 1866 to 1900 
spelled the demise of the Steam Boat Era, and the Petroleum Era boom period was from 1905 
to 1940.  The latter still is a part of the area‟s economic base but at a very much reduced level. 
In each era towns were built, thousands of people moved into and through the area and 
hundreds of businesses were created.   
 
Consultants were identified and contracted to satisfy the study‟s purpose. After identifying the 
historic eras, a heritage assets survey, was completed of the project area. The survey located 
and identified natural and cultural assets. Cultural assets have both historic and extant 
components.  Please see Chapter 4, Affected Environment, for a complete listing. Heritage 
assets within the area survey included but were not limited to:  
 
 

Geological Features Steamboat Routes Plantations 

Indian Villages  Cemeteries Indian Trails 
Ferry Locations Wagon Roads Steamboat Landings 
Water Crossings Oil Fields Historic Railroads 
Pioneer Homesteads Civil War Features Indian Burial Sites 
Ecologically Significant 
Features 

Historically Significant 
Personages 

Steamboat Ports 

Figure 6 Historic Resource Categories 
 

A survey of existing tourism amenities was conducted in conjunction with the heritage survey. 
This included existing infrastructure features that support road and water tourism within the 
heritage area such as: lodging establishments on or near Caddo Lake, government maintained 
boat launch ramps open to the public on Caddo Lake, convenience stores (food, restrooms, 
gasoline, beverages, ice, etc.), and restaurants on or near Caddo Lake.  
 
Global Positioning System (GPS) coordinates were taken of features selected from the 
completed evaluation of the above for inclusion into the Caddo Lake heritage Geographical 
Information System (GIS) data base. Historic sites and existing tourism infrastructure features 
based on survey analyses were overlaid on an accurate base map. From this, identification and 
naming of water and road heritage tourism trails were determined and applied as a separate 
layer.  
 
The method employed to complete the survey was to research archival records and relevant 
cultural heritage literature, to coordinate findings with subject matter experts as needed and, to 
conduct on-site assessment visits of identified heritage tourism assets. Few areas so 
geographically small have played such a significantly important role in the history of their region 
as was played out in the proposed heritage area.  
 
Natural assets were identified and described via surveys of various topographic, meteorological, 
Corps of Engineer, parks and wildlife maps; scientific studies, scientific reports, and other 
related graphical and printed media available to the general public. Cultural assets were 
identified using some of the same resources as well as driving the primary, secondary, and back 
roads throughout the area through the towns and villages, and collecting information on tourism 
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amenities and local governmental services, which are friendly to and expected by the 
heritage/nature tourist. Special interest was paid to existing Caddo Parish Parks, Caddo Lake 
State Park and its Wildlife Management Area, wildlife refuges at Karnack and at Soda Lake, and 
private lands as potential locations for nature viewing and birding trails.  
 
There has never been a reference work completed by a humanities academician addressing the 
history of north Caddo Parish. In September of 2007 a captioned pictorial history of north Caddo 
Parish was published for the national audience. That work and three others were completed by 
local avocational historians beginning in the 1990s who have an abiding interest in the cultural 
defining forces of the area and a desire to educate local and national audiences on their 
findings. Those works, a 2001 book on navigating Cypress Bayou and the lakes, and many 
historic and contemporary reports were consulted to identify historic assets and to develop 
heritage trails. 
 
National Significance: With an inventory of heritage assets in hand together with a full 
understanding of the historic eras within which the cultural components of that inventory evolved 
within their natural component, the first major decision of the study process must be completed. 
That microcosm must be evaluated within and compared to other national heritage areas of the 
national experience for uniqueness and significance.  
 
The history of the Caddo Lake Heritage Area was characterized by a unique combination of 
economic booms with their distinct cultures, nationally important events, and historic 
demographic and economic trends and social movements, among others. That uniqueness will 
become clear through an understanding of the results of this study. 
 
The feasibility study team together with a broad based group of experts knowledgeable in the 
resources and stories of the study area and comparable landscapes will determine how the 
CLHA compares to those landscapes, resources and stories. The goal will be a determination of 
national distinctiveness.  That is, the question to be answered is do clearly identifiable and 
important characteristics of national heritage value exist in the study area? To become a NHA 
and to warrant NPS involvement, the team must determine and document that clearly 
identifiable and important characteristics of national heritage value exist in the study area. 
Nationally distinctive landscapes are places that contain important regional and national stories 
that, together with their associated natural and/or cultural resources, enable the American 
people to understand, preserve and celebrate key components of the multi-faceted character of 
the Nation‟s heritage. See Chapter 2 Study Area History and Contributions for details. 
 
The results of the CLHAEP study of 2007 demonstrated that the CLHA with its landscape and 
assemblage of resources with integrity satisfy the following measures of a nationally significant 
area: 
 

important historical periods of the Nation and 
its people 

major events persons and groups that 
contributed substantially to the Nation‟s history 
customs beliefs and folklore 

distinctive cultures and cultural mores major industries and technological business 
and production 

innovations/practices that contributed 
substantively to economic growth of the Nation 
and the well-being of its people 

transportation innovations and routes that 
played central roles in important settlement 
migration and commerce 
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social movements that substantively 
influenced past and present day American 
music 

 

  
Figure 7 Nationally Significant Area Attributes 

 
Satisfaction of just one of the above is sufficient to be designated nationally significant. See 
Chapter Two. 
 

NPS Criteria Conformance: Once the area has been deemed to be one of national 
significance a screening of the heritage assets will be completed to select those that directly 
support the reasons for the significance designation.  From those and their associated 
geographical and historic environments the study team will determine interpretive themes to use 
in public awareness programs, see Chapter 3.  A further screening will be conducted of the 
heritage assets to select those with integrity.  In this sense integrity requires that the assets 
must be of a physical state so as to be used to significantly convey its interpretive value. 
 
Everything that has gone before becomes key in the determination of an optimal conservation 
and interpretation management program. See Chapter 5.  Included within that structure is a 
financial plan outlining methods and means required to support it. A further necessary 
component of the management plan is the full active participation of all heritage area 
stakeholders.  The strategy to accomplish that is outlined below.  Trade studies will be 
conducted in the determination of the management plan to determine an optimal approach.  
Finally that plan will be weighed against the NPS interim criteria to ascertain if the management 
program qualifies the heritage area as one for national heritage area designation. 
 

 
Public Involvement Strategy 

 
Our public involvement strategy is based on the assumption that the feasibility study can only be 
successfully completed with the active participation of affected interests in the region. The goals 
of the strategy are to inform the public of the study, to assess the feasibility of developing 
heritage tourism in heritage area, to solicit public input to the heritage area concept, and to 
strengthen partnership with the public. Objectives include; promotion of public understanding of 
the study and its components; maximization of participation and contributions of interested and 
affected governments, organizations and individuals in the study process; assessment of public 
support for designation, and local capacity and commitments to successfully undertake heritage 
area resource protection and programming and; identification of key partners and public groups 
to assist in scoping, vision, mission, goal development, alternative development, and draft plan 
review. 

 
The following stakeholders, groups, and individuals are integral to the planning process for the 
development of the heritage area: 
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Commissioners of 
Harrison and Marion 
Counties Texas and 
Caddo Parish 
Louisiana 

Caddo Lake Clearing 
House  (Uncertain 
Texas, Greater Caddo 
Lake Association of 
Texas, Caddo Lake 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Tourism, Friends of 
the Caddo Lake 
National Wildlife 
Refuge, Caddo Lake 
Institute) 

Marshall Convention 
and Tourist Bureau 

Economic 
Development 
Organizations 

General Public Chambers of 
Commerce 

Louisiana State 
University Shreveport 

The Jeffersonian 
Institute 

The Louisiana Caddo 
Lake Watershed 
Commission 

The Collins Academy 
and Education Center 

The Shreveport 
Bossier Tourism and 
Convention Bureau 

The Town of 
Jefferson Texas 

The Town of 
Mooringsport 
Louisiana 

The Town of Oil City 
Louisiana 

The Town of Vivian 
Louisiana 

Doctor John Haynes 

Texas and Louisiana 
historic offices 

Texas and Louisiana 
parks offices 

Texas and Louisiana 
wildlife offices 

Ramsar Convention 
 

Figure 8 Caddo Lake Area Stakeholders 
 

National heritage areas are a vehicle for locally initiated protection and interpretation of natural, 
cultural, scenic and historic resources.  It is therefore critical that regional consensus and 
momentum is present from the beginning of the study process. At this feasibility study stage the 
focus will be on the promotion of the heritage area concept and the assessment of public 
support. Management planning will address community member participation as a way to build 
consensus and refine the vision, mission and goals. Further, that function will also include 
processes for the public to help the local coordinating authority develop possible alternatives, to 
consider the impacts of proposed actions, and to develop the final management plan.  
 

Local stakeholders will be provided with the heritage area concept, how the implementation 
could possibly unfold and their input will be actively solicited. A variety of techniques will be 
used to assure public involvement. They will include; open meetings, workshops, interviews, 
newsletters, media coverage and releases, websites, and presentations. 
 
A diverse collection of organizations and interest groups, most of which are listed in the above 
table, will be asked about their plans, how they see themselves as part of the heritage area 
initiative, what they might need in bringing the area‟s stories to life, and how they might become 
strong partners. These interviews will help to assess the potential of the heritage area, interest 
in the heritage area effort, existing success stories and possible pitfalls, and the depth and 
range of heritage area educational and interpretive programs or activities. This wide variety of 
interactive activities with the public will foster interest and elicit input in a creative and proactive 
manner. 
 
The table of public involvement entities above lists most of the stakeholders that participated in 
the 2007 Caddo Lake Heritage Awareness and Education Program.   Having established those 
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relationships will facilitate their participation in this follow on work to gain national recognition. 
Conducting workshops with the public will bring interested publics together to discuss and 
describe desirable futures and the roles that each may play in their achievement. They will 
promote an understanding of how resource protection, interpretation and economic 
development may be compatibly undertaken. The process better permits the public to determine 
if a NHA designation will be useful in achieving community goals and to understand what 
actually occurs in a NHA. 
 
 

Coordination with Other Caddo Lake Initiatives 
 

The public entities listed in the preceding graphic include among them all who are presently 
actively working their own programs to satisfy their organizational missions in furthering the well 
being of Caddo Lake.  They will be active members in this program. There are no NPS future 
programs being worked for the Caddo Lake area nor are there any active NPS programs.   
 
Louisiana has defined state Highway 2 which traverses the northern part of the state from west 
to east as a Scenic Highway. The approximate 10 miles of its western end traverses the eastern 
half of the Caddo Lake Heritage Area.  The state presently has a kiosk under construction at the 
Vivian Railroad Station Museum that will highlight and provide brochures and other media for 
tourists seeking to travel the road.  Highway 2 ends at the Texas state line where it meets that 
state‟s Highway 49. 
 
The western half of Caddo Lake is one of only 22 sites in the United States to be designated by 
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands as a wetland of international importance. Texas Historical 
Commission‟s (Forest) Heritage Trail involves TX Highways. 49, 805, and 43. It skirts the 
western perimeter, but does not effectively penetrate the district even though it holds a rich 
assemblage of heritage and natural science assets. 
 
The conservation and interpretive programs of the Caddo Lake Heritage Area will complement 
those of all the other initiatives affecting Caddo Lake.  The heritage area programs will promote 
preservation and conservation and in no way will they allow destructive activities. One goal of 
the organization of the local coordinating authority will be to have board members who 
represent those entities. 
 
 

Follow-on Actions at Study Conclusion 
 

Public and private stakeholders will be integral to the development of this study throughout the 
process. At the study‟s end all will be required to review and state their concurrence with its 
conclusions. For documentation purposes those concurrences will constitute an appendix to the 
study.  When the optimal management alternative indicates that national heritage area 
designation is the best management structure for the Caddo Lake Heritage Area and all NPS 
interim criteria have been satisfied, the NPS and all required parties will be coordinated with to 
assure that processes are undertaken to get federal congressional designating legislation to 
proceed with the formal process.  The successful end of that process will outline the method for 
the Secretary of the Interior to transmit the study to Congress.    
 
When the congressionally authorized NPS feasibility study is completed it will be subject to the 
compliance requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Section 106 of the 
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National Historic Preservation Act and Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. Generally an 
Environmental Assessment (EA)  will be all that is required to meet that NEPA compliance. That 
compliance will be required for the heritage area management plan and all future federally 
funded projects. This locally developed study does not include that requirement for the time 
being since all programs and projects within the context of national designation are yet to be 
defined. 

As the formal NPS conducted study matures an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) may be 
required if significant, quantifiable positive or negative impacts are identified. Required 
consultation with State Historic Preservation Officers (SHPOs), the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
and American Indian tribes and tribal organizations will be undertaken at that time.  
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Chapter 2 
Study Area History and Contributions 

 
Rationale is presented that substantiates the Caddo Lake Heritage Area’s contribution to the 

national heritage. Events, people, places, historic eras all within the geographical context, and 
other factors are discussed.   

 

History of Caddo Lake Heritage Area 
 

European Exploration. The first Europeans to visit the region of northeastern Texas and 
northwestern Louisiana were the members of Hernando De Soto's expedition who visited the 
area in the summer of 1542. De Soto's party crossed the Mississippi River in the Spring of that 
year and traveled westward before returning to the river where he died. The remnants of De 
Soto's army decided upon an overland route to the southwest in an effort to reach New Spain 
(Mexico). The specific route which they followed in this effort is in dispute, but it has been 
suggested that it passed through northwest Louisiana and northeast Texas. The route is thought 
to have been northwest from the Mississippi across north Louisiana to a place on Red River 
above Shreveport, perhaps Cedar Bluff, or Miller‟s Bluff. At that point they entered the CLHA 
and crossed the river.  
 
La Salle sailed from France on his second expedition in1684 with the intent of settling 
Louisiana, land he had claimed for France in 1682. Probably because of a navigation error La 
Salle failed to find the mouth of the Mississippi and instead he landed on the shore of 
Matagorda Bay on the Texas coast. The French settlers soon fell prey to disease, starvation, 
and Indian deprecations. In an attempt to save the few remaining colonists, La Salle took a 
small party of men overland to the northeast trying to reach the Mississippi River. La Salle was 
murdered soon after the expedition started, but survivors of the party passed through the CLHA 
of northeast Texas and northwest Louisiana on their journey to the Mississippi.  
 
Henri de Tonti, La Salle‟s captain on his first expedition down the Mississippi, ascended the Red 
River in 1690 crossing through the CLHA while searching for La Salle and the lost colony. He 
encountered the Caddo Indians of the region, but no permanent settlement resulted from his 
activities. In 1699 serious French exploration and eventual settlement of the upper Red River 
region began. After 1700 several French expeditions were made though the CLHA to visit the 
Caddo on the Red River. The French were interested in establishing trade with these Indian 
groups and, also, they wanted to thwart Spanish excursions from the west. The first permanent 
French settlement in the region was Natchitoches, established by St. Denis in 1714. During the 
French colonial period, Natchitoches became the major settlement on Red River. Its economy 
was based on trading with the Spanish to the west and with the local Indians. These tribes 
included the Caddo, who resided along the Red River above Natchitoches and in northeast 
Texas. 
 
Native Americans. Caddo lands included northeast Texas, southeast Oklahoma, southwest 
Arkansas and northwest Louisiana. Toward the end of their history within that homeland, the 
Kadohadacho, or Great Chiefs, of the Caddo Nation claimed the land from the present southern 
boundary of Caddo Parish and the lakes to the north, where the Red River turned to the west. 
That claim was agreed to by the United states.  
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They were living in a village slightly south of the river that they had occupied for centuries, when 
in 1790, they were attacked by disease and the Osages and took refuge in the southernmost of 
the upper Red River villages in southwest Arkansas. They were again attacked by disease and 
the Osages in 1795 and moved much further south above present-day Shreveport. They located 
first at Cedar Bluffs on the Red River in the CLHA at a site that was later occupied by the 
Coushatta. After two years, a smallpox epidemic forced them to abandon that village and to 
move a short distance upstream across the river on the Red River floodplain. They were there 
until 1800 when flooding along the Red forced them to seek higher ground on James Bayou in 
Texas above Caddo Lake; all of these locations and those for the other tribes listed below were 
in the CLHA. 
 
The Caddo were hospitable to friendly tribes and allowed the Coushatta, Alabama, 
and Quapaw to move onto their land. The Coushatta located at Cedar Bluffs in 1803 or 
1804, and the Alabama located southwest of the Caddo on the peninsula that later came to be 
known as Potter's Point in 1804. The Quapaw moved to a site near the Indian agency‟s Caddo 
Prairie site, which was located between Red and Black bayous in the CLHA between 1825 and 
1831. Besides these major tribes, there were also tribal remnants. The Indian agents in their 
letters write of the lands around the lakes as a vast repository for Indians moving from their 
homelands under the pressure of white settlement.  
 
In 1835 the Caddo sold their land, essentially Caddo Parish Louisiana and Miller County 
Arkansas to the United States.  The eastern half of the CLHA in north Caddo Parish, even 
though it was United States property in accordance with the Adams-Onias treaty of 1819 with 
Spain, was now a part of the state of Louisiana.  However, in a rare consideration of Native 
American claims, the federal government recognized that Caddo Parish belonged to the Caddo 
and protected it from white incursion until their land was purchased.  
 
Until 1821, when Mexico won its independence from Spain, the western half of the CLHA 
belonged to Spain.  When Texas won its independence from Mexico in 1836 and became an 
independent Republic, ownership passed from Mexico to Texas. When Texas achieved 
statehood in 1845, the western half of the CLHA became a part of the United States. The CLHA 
has existed under the flags of the sovereign nations of France, Spain, Texas, and the United 
States and has been a part of the homelands of the Caddo Native Americans. 
 
Early American Settlement.  In 1813 Nicolas Trammel cut a wandering trail mostly following 
Native American trails from Fulton, Arkansas into northeast Texas passing to the west and 
southeast of Jefferson entering the CLHA and continued on to the south to Nacogdoches, 
Texas after passing east of Marshall, Texas. Initially it was a trail for walking and horse borne 
smuggling traffic used by Trammel and others of his ilk.  In 1821 it became a route of 
immigration into Texas when Mexico initiated its Empresario land program.  In 1824 it was 
widened to accommodate wagons as large numbers of immigrants from the Carolinas and 
Tennessee made their way along the Southwest Trail from St Louis to Fulton and on into Texas 
via Trammel‟s Trace.  After the Texas revolution of 1836 more direct roads were created and 
the trace began to fall into disuse. There was little if no immigration into the western half of the 
CLHA during the Spanish and Mexican periods. 
 
Beginning in the 1820s, American settlers began to move into the upper Red River region of 
Louisiana at the eastern boundary of the CLHA , primarily to grow cotton. Even during this 
period, however, the CLHA remained relatively isolated from disturbance by American 
immigrants, because these lands belonged to the Caddo. Until the years just before the Caddo 
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Cession of 1835, the Indian agents were diligent in blocking white settlement on Caddo lands in 
the CLNHA and actually expelled a handful of intruders in 1825. However, the impetus to white 
encroachment on Caddo lands was not particularly strong.  
 
Water based routes were the primary transportation means of moving people and products. The 
160 mile long log jam in the Red River from just north of Natchitoches to about Shreveport 
isolated settlers adjacent to it and prohibited development above on the Red River floodplain in 
the CLHA because of the certainty of eventual raft (log jam) induced flooding therein. As a 
consequence, through the 1820s there were no white settlers in the CLHA. The only whites who 
lived on Caddo lands were Larkin Edwards, who acted as interpreter for the Caddo, Jacob Irwin 
blacksmith and gunsmith for the Caddo from 1813-35, and two families, the first of which 
operated a ferry across the Red River at the Sulphur Fork Agency, and the second James 
Shenick, a son-in-law of Edwards, who operated a ferry across Caddo Lake at Stormy Point in 
the CLHA from about 1824 until the late 1840s.  
 
Military roads and other transportation routes went around the CLHA to the north, south, east 
and west during this period. The great majority of pioneers bypassed this area located on the 
west side of the Red River along those routes to gain large tracts of inexpensive lands deeper 
into Texas. 
 

Red River Navigation. The Red River represents the major waterway flowing south out of 
northwestern Louisiana and it has served as an important route for commerce and travel since 
prehistoric times.  Boats could not navigate the Red River due to the presence of the log jam.  In 
1816 a keelboat with an army Major in charge bypassed the jam on the east by going through 
bayous and lakes and reentered the Red River just north of Shreveport to find a water based 
route to Arkansas.  Claiborne Wright used the same route in 1816 to travel in a keelboat from 
Natchitoches to settle his family near Fulton, Arkansas. During the first few decades of the 
1800s, this was the only way upriver. By 1828 the raft had reached Hurricane Bluffs in the 
CLHA and through traffic was stopped. No steamboats ever used this route; but the situation 
had become critical because keelboat navigation enabled Fort Towson, which had been 
founded in 1824 in Oklahoma, to be supplied and the Arkansas Territory, which was expanding 
rapidly, to transport goods downriver. 
 
A memorial from the Territory of Arkansas to the Federal Congress in 1826 initiated the long 
struggle to deal with the raft, which did not come to a close until 1873 when the raft was 
permanently removed. During 1829 to 1831 Lieutenant Washington Seawell made 
improvements to Clear Lake and Red and Black bayous in the CLHA, cut a ¾ mile long canal in 
1830 joining the two bayous, and excavated a slough around a raft segment in what is now 
downtown Shreveport, thereby effecting the linkage with Bayou Pierre. The route opened by 
Seawell to bypass the log jam in the Red River was the only route (with upriver extensions as 
the raft moved upstream) during the raft period, first for keelboats and then for small 
steamboats. However, its deficiencies were recognized even before the work was done, and the 
Federal effort turned to raft removal, which was accomplished in 1838 through the boldness and 
technical capabilities of Captain Henry Miller Shreve of the Corps of Engineers, after whom 
Shreveport was named. 
 
Shreve began in April 1833 and by April 1835, work had been completed up to just north of 
Shreveport, and Shreve reported keelboat passage through the route opened by Seawell, but 
only in high water. In March 1838, Shreve's lead steamboat broke through the head of the raft 
and within days five commercial steamboats passed through, crossed the CLHA and navigated 
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on to the upper Red River area. By May, navigation was considered safe, and Shreve reported 
steamboats of the largest class running through the raft area fully loaded. The raft quickly 
reformed in the place where its head had been, gradually building upstream until it nearly 
reached the Arkansas line in the early 1870s. What was important about Shreve‟s work was that 
the raft did not reform further downstream. As a consequence, navigation was opened to 
Shreveport and to the west through the lakes, and the route opened by Seawell around the raft 
to the north and west along the Red River was much more accessible. 
 

The Red River Valley provided millions of uninhabited acres of land suitable for growing cotton, 
and slaves, which could provide the necessary labor to clear and cultivate the fields, could be 
purchased on relatively easy credit. Because cotton agriculture was shown to be a very lucrative 
undertaking, hundreds of Anglo Americans flooded into the Red River area beginning in the late 
1830s to make the region one of the leading cotton producing regions of the South. The cotton 
plantations along the Red were intimately and directly tied to the river for their existence. The 
river provided the only suitable means for shipment of their crop and steamboats made 
shipment economically viable. Crops could be carried downriver to New Orleans inexpensively 
and with some assurance of a successful journey, plus manufactured articles and other goods 
necessary for life on the river settlements and plantations could be carried upriver in a relatively 
short time  By 1840 cotton production became the leading economic pursuit of the region.  
 
Steamboats and Town Building. Four extremely important events transpired during the short 
time period between 1835 and 1839 that would combine to create a very strong engine for 
immigration into and economic development within the CLHA.  The Caddo Cession of 1835 
opened the land for settlement. Texas independence in 1836 made land in the western half of 
the area available for settlement. The federal government surveyed Caddo Parish in 1837-1839 
and made those lands available for purchase. With the initial clearing of the Red River log jam in 
the 1838 reliable steamboat navigation to Shreveport and into the CLHA was made possible. 
Shreveport was founded in 1836 and incorporated in 1839 and quickly became an important 
commercial center, particularly for cotton, and steam boat port for terminal and through traffic to 
the north and west. 
 
Buying the Caddo lands and making the Red River navigable were the two key factors in 
opening northeast Texas and northern Caddo Parish to navigation and settlement.  Navigation 
in the CLHA  on the waterways of Soda Lake (Twelvemile Bayou), Caddo Lake and Big 
Cypress, James, Black, and Red Bayous was, in reality, just an extension of Red River 
navigation. All that was required was to leave the Red River just north of Shreveport and enter 
Seawell‟s bypass at Twelvemile Bayou and proceed to and through the lakes and bayous.  
 
Steamboats began operating in the CLHA northwest of Shreveport almost immediately after 
Twelvemile Bayou was opened in 1835.  Francis Moore ‟s 1840 Map and Description of Texas 
states that small steamboats were almost constantly plying between the shores of Caddo Lake. 
This would imply that settlement would have already been significant and that a number of 
landings would already have been established. The geographic extent of these landings went as 
far west as the confluence of Big Cypress and Black Cypress bayous. They included Port 
Caddo and landings at Benton and Smithland on Cypress Bayou and Swanson‟s Landing on 
Caddo Lake.  Cotton was being shipped as early as 1841 from Port Caddo, Harrison County 
Texas‟ primary port during that period.  
 
By the time the land survey began in 1837 a handful of wealthy planters from the eastern states 
had already established or were beginning their plantations in the area. Timothy Mooring had 
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already cleared a few hundred acres about two miles south of Caddo Lake.  He had been there 
since 1837.  James Shenick‟s, not regarded at the time as a planter although he farmed to  
 

 
Figure 9 Ports and Landings                        Sam Collier 

 

provide sustenance for his family, improvement was depicted on the north shore of the lake 
from which he had operated his ferry business and raised his family since 1824.  Farther to the 
west also on the north shore was the improvement of Robert Potter who had begun constructing 
his plantation there in 1836 and moved there in 1837. 
 
The land survey plats of 1837-1839 depicted the Shreveport to Caddo Prairie Road that 
terminated within the CLHA.  A road to Texas, toward the Port Caddo area and eventually to 
Jefferson, was depicted running south of Caddo Lake from Shenick‟s ferry. The Coushatta 
village north of Potter‟s improvement and the Caddo village farther to the north were also 
depicted in the survey. Other planter‟s improvements, farms, and fields noted in the survey 
included those of Scott, Serral, Hamilton, Wadsworth, Picket, Dickson, Davis, and Johnson. A 
land rush into the heritage area in both the Texas and Louisiana sides had begun.  By the end 
of 1845 in north Caddo Parish alone more than 45,000 acres of land were patented by wealthy 
transplanted planters. Robert Hamilton owned plantations in northwest Louisiana, southwest 
Arkansas, and northeast Texas.  It has been said of him that he was the wealthiest person to 
sign the document of Texas Independence.  
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Prior to the Civil War the primary commercial ports around Caddo Lake were Jefferson, 
Smithland, Benton, Port Caddo, Clinton, Swanson‟s, Rives‟, Monterey, Perry‟s, Low‟s, 
Mooring‟s, and Albany. Representative of their commercial importance is the 1857-58 year in 
which cotton bales exported were: Jefferson 25,000, Smithland 5,000, Benton 8,000, Port 
Caddo 5,000, Swanson‟s 8,000, Monterey 1,500, and other landings 8,000. Most had small 
settlements surrounding them.  Some had hotels, mercantile stores, and post offices, some did 
not.  Some like Tuscumbia had a post office for a year or two. Most were ephemeral.  That is 
not to say that those that were ephemeral were insignificant because the earlier ones blazed the 
path for the significant economics of the cotton and steam boating industries to be established 
in the area. Those industries, each relying on the other, were the primary forces that populated 
the area, created towns, and established the economic basis of the heritage area for the 60-
year period that began in 1835. 
 

Two extant towns and a handful of historic villages owe their inception to the steam boating 
industry in the heritage area. Just two of those historic villages are highlighted.  Port Caddo was 
laid out as a town with 1,000 lots in 1838.  By 1840 a post office was opened and a mercantile 
store was in business indicating some growth in the community.  In that year the first steam boat 
visited Port Caddo and by 1841 cotton bales were exported from cotton warehouses there by 
steam boat.  Port Caddo was a primary port of immigration into Texas where in 1846 some 400 
immigrants arrived.  Before 1850 there was a customs house there and it was one of two 
communities enumerated in the 1850 census where some 50 residents were listed together with 
four mercantile stores, three grocery stores, and a tavern.  Until 1850 it was the most important 
commercial center around the lake. The port was the primary outlet for cotton from Harrison 
County and a significant outlet for cotton from the area north of Cypress Bayou.  Port Caddo‟s 
market continued to grow as cotton production did until the Civil War.  During that war exports 
decreased drastically and by 1866 the railroad had been laid from Shreveport to Marshall and 
its post office was closed.  Port Caddo never recovered its market and by the 1880s had ceased 
to exist. 
 
By the mid 1840s settlers located near and on the eastern shore of James Bayou about ten 
miles northwest of Mooringsport. The location was initially referred to as William‟s Landing or 
Bluff probably in deference to Samuel Williams the probable first settler of the community. In 
1848 Wellington Withenbury, captain of the steamboat Monterey, made the first steam boat port 
of call at William‟s Landing.  He stated later in a series of letters he wrote that the villagers 
“rejoiced beyond measure,”  “…and in the midst of their hilarity Billy Browning made a motion 
that the name of the „landing‟ now a town, should be changed to Monterey, and as there was no 
dissenting voices, the name was adopted,… .”  He continued that Monterey was located “… just 
where the Texas line touches the east bank of “Jim‟s Bayou,” leaving a strip of Texas a few 
hundred yards in width immediately on the bank of the bayou, and the rest of the town in 
Louisiana… .”  
 
A Masonic Lodge existed there from 1848 until 1855. The first post office opened there in 
1851and was designated Point Monterey. By the 1850s Monterey had a general store, sawmill, 
grist mill, cotton gin, and a large cotton warehouse. During the 1850s almost 5,000 bales of 
cotton were shipped from the port of Monterey each year. During the Civil War a local militia unit 
drilled there every Saturday. Toward the end of the Civil War the Confederates stored 
thousands of bales of cotton, the southern medium of exchange, in warehouses at Monterey.  
Monterey, "the buzzard roost of the badlands," as one author referred to it had a racetrack and 
houses of drinking, gambling and prostitution. Multiple murders were perpetrated on the streets 
there in 1850. It was a typical frontier town as often depicted in novels and movies. The last 
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steamboat to make Monterey its port of call was probably the Hornett in 1878.  By 1880 all 
businesses operating there had closed and in 1900 its post office was closed. Monterey faded 
with the fading of the steam boat era and by 1900 had ceased to exist as a village.  
 
In 1842 Timothy Mooring constructed cotton holding sheds on Noel‟s Point, the tip of a finger of 
land jutting out into Caddo Lake, at the present location of the town of Mooringsport. He without 
a doubt did that to accommodate the transfer of the cotton he produced on his plantation to 
steamboats for shipment to the Shreveport and New Orleans markets.  In 1841 steam boats 
had begun to transport cotton from Harrison County‟s Port Caddo passing Noel‟s Point in the 
process. Soon he was operating a ferry across the lake at that point and moving cotton 
produced at other plantations to the north to his sheds and thence on to steam boats. By 1852 
public records began to refer to the location as Mooring‟s Landing. Entrepreneurs of other 
stripes had located there by then, other settlers had arrived, and a post office was opened there 
in 1854.  A small unincorporated village was born there by 1854 and exists today as the town of 
Mooringsport. 
 
Allen Urquhart, Jefferson‟s founder, claimed his 640 acre head right in 1838 at the head of 
possible navigation on Cypress Bayou; it would become the town site of Jefferson.  The site 
was surveyed in 1841 and listed a ferry service that was in operation there at the time across 
Cypress Bayou. By 1845 one unoccupied log cabin stood there and a few more were under 
construction.  The six miles up Cypress Bayou from the port at Smithland was obstructed by 
logs and other debris and was not navigable by steamboats. A group of private citizens banded 
together and funded the clearing of the bayou beginning the work  in July and completing it in 
December of 1844. News that Jefferson would soon be a steamboat port motivated a rush of 
construction at the site by October 1844 including houses, warehouses, mercantile stores, 
trading facilities.   
 
The goal of this activity was to position Jefferson to be in command of all of the business from 
the country north and west of the lake that had previously gone to Port Caddo and Shreveport. 
In March 1845 the first steam boat, the Lama captained by Wellington Withenbury who would 
make the first port of call to Monterey in 1848, went to Jefferson.  Also in March of 1845 Texas 
was offered statehood and entered the Union in December. By 1846 Jefferson was a bustling 
town on the grow with a new post office. Within four years Jefferson would become the major 
river port in northeast Texas and all of the heritage area, and the area‟s main commercial and 
economic center north of Shreveport.  Its influence would extend far to the west to Dallas. 
 
The establishment of Jefferson‟s full geographic market area was almost immediate as noted in 
1850.  It extended from 150 to 200 miles to the west and north and by then goods shipped to 
Jefferson were finding their way to Dallas.  Jefferson was the principal port for a great portion of 
the upper Red and Trinity Rivers, and Cross Timbers region of Texas for both immigration and 
commerce.  In 1860 Jefferson was selected as seat of the newly created Marion County.  A 
newspaper article in 1868 noted that Jefferson was one of the most prosperous cities in the 
state and commanded the entire trade of northern Texas and the Indian Territory.  That included 
some twenty-two counties over a geographical area about the size of the state of Alabama.  
Exports from Jefferson in 1868 included animal and agricultural products where cotton alone 
included more than 75,000 bales annually.  Freight, immigrants, and other passengers arrived 
at the port by steam boat and moved out of the market area locally and to the west primarily by 
ox-wagons.  The ox-wagons brought exports to Jefferson and returned imports back to 
settlements within the interior. Those wagons constantly traversed the area.  By 1880 as many 
as a thousand teams could be at Jefferson at the same time.  The wagon trade there was so 
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large that the roads leading to the west were so blocked by the wagons that passage was 
difficult at times. The following graphic depicts Jefferson‟s market area and the Jefferson Ox-
wagon Road.  There were other roads, but the focus here is the heritage area. There was a 
road from Shreveport to Dallas that roughly parallels I-20 of today.  There were other roads from 
Dallas back to the northeast for the use of immigrants and other purposes and many other local 
roads. 
 

 
                       Figure 10  Ox-Wagon Roads in Jefferson’s Market Area ca 1868  Thomas Minter 

 

By 1870 only Galveston surpassed Jefferson in volume of commerce. The town reached its 
peak in 1872, when a supplementary census reported 7,297 inhabitants. Between 1867 and 
1870 trade grew from $3 million to $8 million. In 1873 two events occurred that eventually 
spelled the end of Jefferson's importance. The first was destruction of the Red River log jam. 
The demolition of the raft reopened the main course of the river and significantly lowered the 
water level of the surrounding lakes and streams, making the trip to Jefferson difficult, 
particularly in times of drought. The second was the coming of the railroads. Railroads soon 
displaced the riverboats, and with them Jefferson.  After 1876 the town began to decline and by 
1885 the population had fallen to some 3,500. By 1970 the population had fallen to 3,203, and 
the number of businesses had declined to seventy-five. In 2000 the population was 2,024. 
 
Railroads - Steam Boating’s Demise and Town Building. The Ark-La-Tex was a booming 
area in the 1850‟s and steamboats were still king, but their end was on the horizon. The 
railroads were coming. The Vicksburg, Shreveport and Pacific Railroad Company was chartered 
in 1852 to build a line across North Louisiana. Two of three railroad companies named Texas 
Western were chartered on the same day, also in 1852. Although the legislative act creating the 
railroad was captioned Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad Company, the body of the charter called 
the line the Texas Western. This difference in names was never questioned, and subsequent 
acts of the Texas legislature referred to the company as the Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad 
Company, or Texas Western Railroad Company.  
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The Texas Western Railroad Company was projected to run its line from the eastern boundary 
of Texas to El Paso. The charter was acquired for $600,000 in stock by the Atlantic and Pacific 
Railroad Company, which used it to bid for the right to construct the railroad authorized by the 
Mississippi and Pacific Act. However, the eastern backers of the Atlantic and Pacific did not 
comply with the requirements of the latter act, and the company was reorganized as the Texas 
Western in December 1854. The charter was subsequently reacquired by the Texas promoters 
of the line and was amended; the name was changed to the Southern Pacific Railroad 
Company by the legislature over the governor's veto on August 16, 1856.  
 
This company was a predecessor of the Texas and Pacific Railway Company and not a part of 
the later Southern Pacific. During 1857 the railroad constructed twenty-three miles of track from 
Marshall east to Jonesville and, as the connecting railroad from Shreveport had not been 
completed, the road was extended northward to Swanson's Landing where freight and 
passengers were transferred to steamboats on Caddo Lake. Marshall revelers frequently rode 
the train to the lake to enjoy a day of picnicking and swimming. The Civil War forced stoppage 
on all railroad work in the area but by then The Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas had finished 
one section from the Mississippi River at Delta Point west to Monroe and had graded another 
from Shreveport west to the Texas line.  
 
During the Civil War, Shreveport was serving as the capital of Louisiana and Marshall was 
serving as the capital of Missouri and connecting the two towns became a top priority. In 1863 
General Magruder, Confederate commander of Texas, ordered the removal of the tracks 
between Jonesville and Swanson‟s Landing. Some of the rails were hauled to Shreveport to 
build the ironclad Missouri and some were used to lay track from Jonesville east to Waskom. By 
1866, the Southern Pacific tracks had deteriorated considerably. J.M. Waskom became the new 
president and announced that he was bringing sufficient “iron” to fill the gap between Marshall 
and Shreveport.  
 

 
Figure 11 1866 Railroads 
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The track between Shreveport and Marshall was completed on July 28, 1866 by the Southern 
Pacific using the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas right-of-way east of the state line.  On the 
next day approximately 150 to 200 Shreveport citizens boarded the cars and made the journey 
to Marshall; all the visitors had a delightful time traveling over the new railroad. 
 
The new railroad from Shreveport to Marshall in 1866 not only immediately negatively impacted 
the steam boat industry at Port Caddo it was a harbinger that the end was on the horizon for the 
steam boat industry in the CLHA.  Jefferson's decline resulted primarily from the completion of 
the Texas and Pacific (T&P) Railway from Texarkana to Marshall in 1873, which bypassed 
Jefferson. Another line of the Texas and Pacific did reach Jefferson in 1874. The Texas and 
Pacific also completed its line from Marshall to Dallas in 1873.  Those developments of rail 
commerce and the rise of Marshall, Dallas, and other important rail cities brought an end to 
Jefferson's golden age as a commercial and shipping center.  
 
Concurrent with the coming of the railroads on the western side of the heritage area in 1873 
was the final removal of the log jam on the Red River on the eastern side. The river was now 
open to river traffic.  The water level in the lakes and bayous began to decrease as natural 
drainage took over.  That decreased the availability of the water based routes to river boats.  A 
positive and significant result was now the Caddo Prairie river flood plain could be permanently 
drained in the absence of it being inundated annually by river distributaries created by the log 
jam. The Caddo Parish Police Jury began its levee construction and drainage program in 1878 
and completed it 25 years later.  Thousands of acres of prime agricultural land was made 
available by the program.  The effect was immediate upon initiation of the program. The first 
homesteaders began to get land in 1878, the era of wealthy planters buying very large tracts of 
land was over. Homesteaders streamed into the area.  Between 1880 and 1900 about 30,000 
acres of land were homesteaded compared to only about 2,000 that was bought.  
 
The decline of river boat commerce due to the coming of the railroads resulted in a reduction of 
steam boat activity throughout the lakes and bayous of the heritage area. Those reductions 
negatively impacted the level of river boat centered commerce at most all of the other ports and 
landings.  The situation was somewhat different at Mooring‟s Port and up James‟ Bayou.  There 
were no railroads near Mooring‟s Port at that time. The nearest was the T&P lines from 
Shreveport west to Dallas and from Texarkana south through Jefferson to Marshall. In 1876 
James Noel built a cotton gin and wood yard for steam boat fuel on the finger of land that jutted 
out into Caddo Lake at Mooring‟s Port.  His commercial activity resulted in the location 
becoming known as Noel‟s Point. It also increased somewhat the level of steam boat commerce 
there moving people and freight.   
 
Benjamin Bonham a well known steam boat captain retired from that profession in the early 
1870s and established a plantation and landing just north of the mouth of James Bayou. The 
landing was for steamboats to move his cotton to the Shreveport market.  In the early 1880s he 
returned to steam boating and serviced the Jefferson to Shreveport market for a few years.  His 
wife was Lucy Rives a daughter of John Green Rives who was a passenger on the first steam 
boat ever to make a landing on the shore of Caddo Lake in 1838 when he moved his family 
there and established his plantation and landing. 
 
Those minor gains in the level of steamboat based commerce along the eastern side of Caddo 
Lake were short lived. Between 1895 and 1900 two railroad companies laid their lines from 
Texarkana to Shreveport. One line‟s location was centered in the western half of northern 
Caddo Parish and the other centered in the eastern half and they almost converged in 
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Shreveport.  The land made available by the drainage program in the lower half of Caddo 
Prairie was the land over which the eastern railroad laid its line.  What had been a bust in the 
western half of our heritage area was a boon for the eastern half. The railroads did more than 
provide routes of transportation; they built towns and enhanced commerce. The coming of the 
railroads was the single most significant event that led to the building of towns and populating 
them in the heritage area.  
 
The heritage area was heavily forested with virgin timber in the 1880s. Forest thin areas like 
Dallas to the west and Kansas City to the north were growing rapidly and created lucrative 
markets for milled lumber. What began as a logging railroad from Texarkana into northeastern 
Caddo Parish chartered in 1886 as the Gate City Lumber Railroad Company became the 
Texarkana, Shreveport and Natchez (TS&N) Railroad in 1899 after it had begun constructing its 
line to Shreveport from the Arkansas state line in 1897.  It reached Shreveport in 1899. Along 
the way it bought rights of way and bartered depots, flag stations, and naming for rights of way. 
Six villages and five flag stations were created in the process.  Where depots were constructed 
people moved nearby and villages soon emerged.  Smaller communities grew up around the 
flag stations. Ida, Mira, Hosston, Gilliam, Belcher, and Dixie became villages and Lane, Cavett, 
Dooley, Uni, Hayti, and Picket experienced a lower level of community development. Over time 
all sites got post offices and most later lost them. In 1901The Texas and Pacific bought the 
route giving it business in the rich cotton territory along the Red River from Ida to Picket. By the 
1960s passenger and freight business had significantly declined and in the 1970s the rail lines 
were torn out. 
 

In 1889 Arthur Stillwell began building his railroad south from Kansas City reincorporating his 
business as the Kansas City, Pittsburg and Gulf in 1891 and reached Texarkana in 1892. In 
1894 he chartered the Kansas City, Shreveport and Gulf to build a railroad that traversed south 
through Louisiana to move both passengers and freight exiting its southwestern border into 
Texas.  When the railroad got to Lake Sabine on the Texas Gulf coast in 1897, Stillwell built a 
town naming it Port Arthur after himself. In 1900, with Stillwell no longer at the helm, the railroad 
reorganized as the Kansas City Southern (KCS) and is today a very active freight line. 
 
The TS&N had constructed depots and flag stations around which people built homes and 
businesses.  The railroad ultimately indirectly created villages at each location.  On the other 
hand it was a corporate goal of KCS to build towns along its route and three resulted from that 
effort in the eastern half of the heritage area. In 1894 there were no incorporated communities in 
north Caddo Parish.  Mooring‟s Port had existed for about 50 years but was small and 
unincorporated.  Monterey, never incorporated, had lived out it approximate 50-year life.  Small 
groups of families were clustered near churches, plantations, and post offices.  There was a 
significant number of planters, farmers, cotton gins, sawmills and related businesses dispersed 
throughout the area. The time was ripe for town building. 
 
KCS agents selected town sites adjacent to the railroad rights of way and purchased both. 
The KCS through its subsidiaries The Arkansas Construction Company, The Arkansas Town 
Site Company, and The Arkansas Improvement Company built the railroad and town sites and 
sold the lots to populate their creations. At the town site the land was  cleared, surveyed, and 
streets and alleys were created and the town site plat was filed in the court house. The 
improvement company‟s job was to close out operations at each location through sell and other 
means.  The village of Rodessa and the towns of Vivian and Blanchard were created in that 
manner.   
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The Rodessa town site was selected at the point north of Black Bayou lake where the railroad 
crossed the old Shreveport to Lewisville Military Road that dated from just before the Civil War. 
By 1935 Rodessa had a few stores, churches, a post office, cotton gin, depot and a school. The 
population was about 200.  About 4 miles south of Rodessa is the historic village of Myrtis.  It 
came into being during the logging industry years in the early 1890s when the Black Bayou 
Lumber Company was organized and began its operations there.  The lumber company built a 
tag line logging railroad southwest from there about seven miles long with multiple spurs into 
Texas. The KCS built by there just east of the mill pond in 1895. In 1897 a post office was 
opened there and in the 1920s KCS built a depot there.  In 1907 the lumber company was  
 

Figure 12 Black Bayou Railroad Myrtis, Louisiana 1912 
 

bought by the Southern Lumber Company a subsidiary of KCS to supply lumber to markets in 
and around Kansas City. Myrtis had one long street than ran east to west with houses on both 
sides.  Approximately 100 families lived in the area during the sawmill‟s peak years.  There was 
a commissary and an outdoor theater with the screen hung from a post and seating for the 
audience on logs.  The sawmill was closed in 1921 and the village slowly began to die. 
 
About five miles northeast of the historic village of Monterey was a location where a number of 
historic trails intersected or passed near each other. Caddo Native Americans had created trails 
leading from their last village site in Texas south of James Bayou through the area to Red River 
Indian Agency sites to the northeast, southeast and south since about 1820.  Their trading trail 
led east through the area and crossed the Red River near present Hosston.  The Shreveport to 
Lewisville Military Road transited the area from south to north.  For some fifty years pioneers 
moving through and settlers who lived at dispersed locations throughout the area transited the 
location. A rough land-based transportation infrastructure for wagons, horses, and pedestrian 
traffic was in place.  There were at least three schools within two miles of the site.  The KCS 
built its railroad adjacent to the site, built a small depot there and filed the plat in the parish 
courthouse in 1897 as the Vivian Town Site.  
 
The town site was an immediate success as people bought home lots for $2.50 to $7.00 each 
and business lots for $20 to $60 each and moved to Vivian. Adjacent to the town site land sold 
for $0.94 an acre. By 1898 businesses were being built at a rapid pace, the first school building 
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was constructed, the first hotel opened, the first church building was constructed, and the 
community grew rapidly.  By 1900 with a population of about 400 more than 800 transactions 
involving stamps were being completed each month in the post office.  Its first bank opened in 
1907. Vivian was incorporated as a village in 1908. In 1910 its population was 826 according to 
the federal census of that year.  The village‟s mayor disbelieving that number authorized a 
special census in 1911 that enumerated 1,274 residents. In 1912 Vivian was incorporated as a 
town.  
 
The people were a hardy lot and were representative of all living in the heritage area. They 
herded animals which they butchered and then preserved the meats.  Some women wove their 
own cloth.  Wild game and fish were plentiful.  Fruit trees and berry vines were plentiful 
throughout the area for processing into jellies and jams. Men grew their tobacco plants, cured 
the leaves, and made their own smoking products.  They made syrup from their sugarcane 
crops.  Fur bearing animals were trapped and their pelts sold in Shreveport.  They made their 
own cornmeal from corn they grew and had processed at nearby grist mills.  Sawmills were 
ubiquitous and lumber was readily available for construction.  Many even today practice some of 
those life sustaining crafts.  Farming and lumber still provide a source of income for many 
residents of the area. 
 

KCS had planned to pass to the east of Caddo Lake bypassing the small unincorporated fifty 
year old community of Mooring‟s Port on the south shore of the lake. If that was done it could be 
the death knell for the emerging village. Calvin Croom a prominent business man there since 
1852 led a group of local businessmen and farmers that traveled to Kansas City to convince 
KCS to cross the lake at Mooring's Port. Bridging the lake would be far more expensive than 
going around it so Croom offered inducements, free rights-of-way among other considerations,  
that accomplished their goal. The railroad came in 1895 and the community's future was 
assured. Shortly thereafter a depot was constructed in the village.  
 
Croom deeded a seven acre plat of land to the public to be used as a town site in March 1896.  
The plat was filed in the Caddo Parish Court House in April 1896 as the Mooringsport Town Site 
but the community was not incorporated at that time. Croom together with community leaders 
and other dignitaries from throughout north Caddo Parish were passengers in April 1896 on the 
first KCS passenger train to travel from Texarkana to Shreveport through Mooring‟s Port.  When 
the train arrived at Shreveport‟s depot Croom did not get out of his seat.  Sadly, it was 
discovered that he had died of a heart attack enroute. 
 
 Oil Booms and Town Building.  Except for Jefferson and Mooringsport, the frontier villages 
that grew up around Star Route Post Offices, plantations, sawmills, churches, and steamboat 
landings were fading into history by 1900 and all would be gone within 20 years.  That cultural 
redefinition and positioning for the future had been achieved directly and indirectly by the 
railroads. Also by 1900 all of the towns and villages that presently exist except one in the 
heritage area had been established and were slowly growing.  The last permanently established 
town in the heritage area would evolve because of oil discovered in the Caddo Pine Island Oil 
Field surrounding its location.  Other communities would be born because of the oil boom but 
then fade into history. The petroleum industry was the single most significant cultural defining 
and economic force in the history of the area. Its impact reached far outside the area, made 
multiple millionaires, brought in thousands of people and hundreds of businesses, redefined 
extant communities, redefined the economic base, and impacted all of the area.  
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The small village of Caddo City, ca 1848 with a post office from 1849  to 1851, that had 
sprouted along the Shreveport to Lewisville Road now lay adjacent to the KCS railroad. About 
one mile to the south KCS operated a flag station called Ananias.  Between the two tranquil 
locations an oil boom of almost unbelievable proportions would soon explode into being.  Oil 
scum floating on surface waters of Caddo Lake had been noticed for years.  Drilling of water 
wells in Belcher and Shreveport had discovered gas.  In Shreveport the gas was used for 
lighting.  Near Caddo City gas escaped from a homesteader‟s water well and he plumbed his 
log cabin to burn that gas for home lighting.  News of those activities captured the interests of oil 
lease speculators. A KCS engineer leased the first land in the area for oil exploration.  By 1904 
business men in Shreveport were buying mineral leases.  Two West Virginia brothers, J. S. and 
W. A. Savage in association with a Dr. Morrical began drilling an exploratory oil well in 1905.  In 
July at 1,556 feet, the Caddo Lake Oil and Pipeline Company Number One Offenhauser 
produced oil and became the discovery oil well in the incredibly rich oil fields of the heritage 
area. 
 

 
                                            Figure 13 Savage Number One Oil City ca 1908                  Sam Collier 

 

Five days after the discovery news reached Shreveport. Agents, promoters, speculators, and 
workers swarmed into the area.  Shacks promoting whiskey, gambling, and women sprang up 
overnight.  Oil City was born. The cost of an acre of land went from $0.50 to $500. Law 
enforcement was nonexistent and ineffective where there was some.  People rushed to discover 
oil and they endured traffic jammed roads where horses sunk to their bellies in the mud, tent life, 
crowded trains, hucksters, and an almost unbearable life style.  The potential rewards far 
outweighed the costs in lifestyle and everyone endured. Exploration expanded rapidly outward 
and in 1907 twenty-three wells were drilled, in 1908 fifty-six were drilled and production was 
now at about one half million barrels. In 1909 108 wells were drilled and total production 
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exceeded one million barrels.  In 1910 production was five times that.  In that year almost 
25,000 people were picking up their mail at the Oil City post office.  
 
In 1907 a post office was opened in the only store there and it was named Oil City after the 
booming petroleum based economy of the area. The building also had a billiards parlor and at 
times served as a meeting hall.  The air was full of the sounds of the oil industry.  Gasoline 
engines, boilers, and drilling operations were everywhere.  Great piles of casing, tubing, sheet 
metal and stacks of heavy lumber were constantly being formed and drawn down. KCS 
constructed a makeshift passenger and freight station together with a telegraph office in railroad 
cars on side rails.  It was a rough town. Temporary shotgun houses were rapidly constructed 
everywhere because no one wanted a permanent residence and would soon move on.  No rent 
was paid and people built the houses anywhere they wanted to. When one resident left another 
quickly moved.  Gambling houses were open 24/7, bootleggers along with prostitutes got rich 
selling on the streets.  It was easy to get killed. 
 
The competition for oil leases in the early years had resulted in only a few people and 
companies owning the majority of the land.  That severely constrained growth and focused the 
economy on a single enterprise. Combined with the town‟s bad reputation earned during the oil 
boom, the town‟s growth was hampered for many years after the boom faded.  Oil City was 
incorporated as a village in 1940 and in 1958 as a town.  In 1990 the population of Oil City was 
1,300 people. 
 
By 1900 Soda Lake had drained and Soda (Twelve Mile) Bayou was returning to its historic 
definition as a small wandering stream because of the removal in 1873 of the Red River log jam. 
As the bayou drained a small water fall of a few feet in height was slowly working its way up the 
bayou depicting the progress of the drainage and how bayou and lake beds were returning to 
their historic and natural levels.  If unimpeded the Caddo Lake silt dam would be eroded and the 
lake would revert to just a couple of interconnecting bayous within a decade or so. The oil 
production community thought that would be a good thing as it would make more than 25,000 
acres of land readily available for exploration and they were willing to wait until then.  At about 
the time of the discovery well in 1905 the Jefferson Navigation Company and others proposed 
to the U.S. Corps of Engineers that Caddo Lake be permanently dammed to assure continued 
navigation for commercial and recreational reasons among others. The Corps authorized the 
damming of the lake in 1910 and completed its construction in 1914. 
 
When the damming was authorized in 1910 the Caddo Parish Levee Board decided to offer 
leases of the lake‟s bed for oil exploration to any and all who wanted to bid.  The offer required 
that lessees construct drilling platforms, derricks, and ancillary equipment areas on 10 acre sites 
with adjacent drilling platforms not closer than 600 feet.  Further, well sites could not be 
connected by walkways as that would close the lake to navigation which would violate Corps 
requirements. When the Levee Board opened bidding for the initial 8,000 acre location only the 
Gulf Refining Company of Louisiana submitted a bid. Gulf assembled a fleet of barges, 
tugboats, a boat mounted pile driver, and support watercraft.  Cypress logs were barged to each 
site and pile driven into the lake‟s bed to support construction of platforms.  A boiler platform 
was located about 100 feet from each drilling platform and connected to it by a walkway. 
Derricks were constructed and drilling rigs, boilers, and related equipment were barged to each 
drilling site and over the water drilling began.  In May of 1911 Ferry Lake Number One came in 
as a gusher. That success was repeated a few hundred times across the lake and its surface 
took on the look of a forest of drilling rigs. 
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By 1917 the Caddo field extended from the south of Mooringsport north to Vivian and from 
James‟ Bayou on the west to the Red River on the east.  Large volumes of gas at high pressure 
and sandy soil created engineering problems for drillers. Further it caused voluminous losses of 
gas reserves, well blowouts, and  sinkholes that consumed animals and equipment and 
spectacular oil well fires. Large losses of gas began in 1906 and by 1908 as much as 
70,000,000 cubic feet of gas escaped daily and was burned off.  The roar of burning gas was 
deafening.  By 1906 Shreveport citizens could see the glow of gas fires at night from 15 miles 
away.  The state and federal government made it a crime to allow a well to burn or blow into the 
air but such regulations did little to curb nature. 
 

 
                                       Figure 14 More than 200 Oil Wells on Caddo Lake 1919                          
 

Oil wells were drilled in Moorings Port and around it.  The community prospered and grew.  By 
1910 the community‟s population had grown to 728 people and was finally incorporated as the 
village of Mooringsport after being in existence for about 60 years. A new brick school building 
was constructed and new businesses moved in, the village became home to many oil field 
workers.  In 1905 Vivian‟s thriving farming and lumbering was supplemented by the strong 
economic driving force of the petroleum industry.  People seeking a future in the oil fields 
flocked to the village for housing, general merchandise supplies and medical services.  Between 
1900 and 1910 Vivian‟s population more than doubled.  Brick buildings for varied business 
interests were constructed all over Vivian‟s downtown area by 1920.  These included banks, 
theaters, mercantile stores, and hardware stores. Between 1910 and 1914 ninety-two new 
homes were constructed.  By 1920 at the peak of oil production in the Caddo field 1,864 people 
lived in Vivian.  Vivian became the central business town for the oil industry. 
 
Lewis is a historic community that was located along side the KCS railroad about 4 miles south 
of Vivian.  A large sawmill was constructed there at about the time the railroad came through. 
Lewis had a population of about 150 people with a post office that functioned from 1901 to 
1927.  By about 1910 the sawmill business was waning but the oil boom was well underway.  
Mike Benedum and Joe Trees began to successfully develop oil about 7 miles to the west near 
the Texas state line on land leased from W.P. Stiles.  Lewis quickly became the location where 
oil field workers who worked for Benedum and Trees lived.  Benedum and Trees headquartered 
their company, the Trees Oil Company in Shreveport.  Workers at Lewis slept anywhere they 
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could find space; in tents, shacks, and barns.  During inclement weather the entire area became 
a quagmire.  Oil field roads became mud holes.  Camp followers soon set up operations at 
Lewis and began to separate oil field workers from their money.  Tents and shacks were erected 
housing gambling dens, saloons, and prostitutes.  Thieves, thugs, outlaws, rowdies, and other 
unsavory people swarmed into the area.  Robbery, assault, and murder became daily events.  It 
was like a smaller Oil City.  
 
A small riot in the Trees oil field in 1911 signaled the end for the Lewis center of debauchery.  
Trees hired a crew of Negroes to construct storage tanks for a new well and the white drilling 
crew refused to work with them.  Trees fenced in the site, brought in the sheriff and put the 
Negro crew to work.  White workers showed up, an argument ensued, and the white crew 
started toward the fence.  The deputy drew his gun and opened fire wounding several of the 
crew and the others fled. Murders, drunks, fights, prostitutes, near unbearable living conditions, 
and now a riot, was the straw that broke the camel‟s back. Stiles immediately began to construct 
a town in the oil field wherein he absolutely forbade and enforced the nonexistence of all the 
social ills that had plagued Lewis.  Stiles constructed everything working families would need 
including homes and entertainment venues.  Workers moved from Lewis and it began to fade, 
when the post office closed in 1927 Lewis became extinct. Stiles named his workers community 
Trees or Trees City and it flourished for the next forty years. When the oil boom faded so did 
Trees and it is now extinct. 
 
Rodessa had grown rather rapidly after the KCS railroad came through in 1895 and the post 
office was opened in 1896.  Just over 200 people populated the community. Not much more 
than the post office, three mercantile stores, and a Masonic Lodge made up Rodessa.  There 
was no depot and the KCS trains rarely even whistled when they came through. The economic 
fallout from the Caddo Pine Island Oil Field had not extended to Rodessa. Oil exploration drilling 
started there in 1930 discovering only natural gas.  In July 1935 another attempt was made to 
discover oil and at just over 6,000 feet, more than three times deeper than the wells in the 
Caddo field, the drilling bit hit oil bearing sand.  The Rodessa oil field‟s discovery well had an 
initial flow exceeding 30,000 barrels each day.  The news of the oil discovery at Rodessa 
spread rapidly across the country and the area‟s second and final oil boom was underway. 
 
There was an immediate rush of workers and their families very quickly occupied every 
available house.  Entrepreneurs began constructing cottages, courts, hotels, and stores.  
Shacks and tents sprang up along the roads and in the woods in every direction leading out of 
the community.  Drilling rigs were soon operating all over the area.  There were stores and 
shops, two movie theaters, several hotels, a few hundred houses, tents and shacks, equipment 
repair shops, scores of oil field equipment warehouses, garages, oil and gas refineries, and 
automobile service stations. Rodessa had been transformed into the busiest and nosiest place 
along the length of the KCS railway.  
 
The world famous heavyweight boxing champion and restaurant owner Jack Dempsey invested 
$400 to begin buying leases.  Within two years he had earned a thousand times that in royalties.  
Within one year there were 182 producing oil wells delivering more than two million barrels of oil 
each day. Many land owners became wealthy.  KCS opened a new depot there in 1936.  The 
field became the second largest oil producing one in the United States.  An average of two new 
wells began production each day.  The field was about twenty miles long and five miles wide 
and was centered on Rodessa running from southwest Arkansas into northeast Texas 
encompassing Jefferson.  Jefferson saw an uptick in its economy during that time period as 
well. By 1937 Rodessa‟s population exceeded 5,000. 
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By 1940 a town lot was selling for $30,000 and houses rented for $400 per month.  In that same 
year a slow decline in production set in.  Businesses began to close and move away.  The 
population dropped to 3,700 by 1950.  By 1960 the Rodessa field had produced about one 
hundred million barrels of oil, three million barrels of gas condensate, over two hundred million 
barrels of casing head gasoline and almost five hundred million cubic feet of natural gas.  In 
1967 with a population of about 350 Rodessa was incorporated as a village.  Today the 
population is about 250 and Rodessa has returned to the sleepy village it was before 1935. 
 

 
Caddo Lake Nationally Distinctive Landscape 

 
The Caddo Lake area was home to the Caddo Native Americans at the time of  European and 
American discoveries of the area.  In a rare show of  fairness in its dealing with Native 
Americans, the American government recognized the Caddo sovereignty in their land, agreed to 
their desired territorial boundaries of the eastern half of the heritage area, protected that land 
from American incursions, never reneged on agreed upon treaty terms, and paid the Caddo for 
their land.  Although there are indications that not all of the sales terms were met.  
 
For more than forty years from the time of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase the area was on the 
southwestern frontier of the United States. The western half of the heritage area was first under 
the control of Spain, then from 1821 until 1836 Mexico claimed the land, then it became a part 
of the Republic of Texas.  Upon Texas statehood in 1845 the western half joined the eastern 
half of the heritage area as a part of the Union. The general treatment of the Caddo in itself 
makes the eastern half of the heritage area unique by the way the government acquired it but 
when combined with the international heritage of the western half, the proposed heritage 
geographical area is truly distinctive. 
 
Caddo Lake with about 27,000 surface acres is the largest natural lake in the southern United 
States.  Its formation was unique. It was formed by water flowing along distributaries of the Red 
River created by overflow from the damming effects of a 160 mile long log jam in the river. The 
water flowed across a river flood plain created small bayous along the way and flooded the 
valleys of two bayous creating the lake. Three other ephemeral lakes were created in the 
process to the east and south of Caddo Lake and all were connected and ultimately their waters 
flowed back into the Red River. That connectivity from the Red River along about a 90-mile long 
water route to the western navigational limits of the lake system created a path of exploitation 
for peopling and national economic expansion. The future of Caddo Lake was assured when it 
was dammed in 1914. The uniqueness of the territorial history combined with the uniqueness of 
the lake‟s formation make the Caddo Lake Heritage Area‟s geographical context distinctive 
within the United States. 
 
Within that distinctive geographical context the heritage area experienced three diverse boom 
eras of a significant level of peopling and economic expansion.  The preceding section 
summarizes the impact to the area of those boom eras. Nowhere else in the United States did 
the cultural defining forces of a steam boating based economy, a railroad based economy, and 
a petroleum based economy successively combine over a period of about 100 years to define 
such a unique cultural heritage.  As a result, the heritage area has an extensive bounty of 
historic land and water based trails, historic towns and villages, historic industrial sites, historic 
Native American sites, and historic sites in general available and requiring conservation and 
interpretation. Those heritage assets are discussed in the following study. The specific set of 
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cultural assets located within their geographical and historic context in the proposed Caddo 
Lake Heritage Area defines a distinctive landscape. 
 
Each of the extant and historic communities, villages, and towns that evolved during the 70-year 
period beginning in 1835 have interesting and exciting stories about how they came into being, 
what sustained them, and as applicable, how they became extinct.  But two stand out as 
somewhat remarkable among the others. Together they anchor the western and eastern ends of 
the area‟s greatest natural resource, Caddo Lake. 
 
Jefferson, by design, became the significant steamboat commercial port in the area.  Even more 
significant, it became the major port that serviced all of northeast Texas westward to the Dallas 
area. Commercial trade of that extensive area was concentrated at Jefferson‟s port. When the 
first steamboat arrived there in 1845 it began an almost explosive growth to achieve that 
distinction. In 1844 there were 3 log cabins in Jefferson, 4 years later there were more than 60 
homes, a number of mercantile stores, a warehouse, and a saw and grist mill. Historically many 
rivers of Texas experienced steamboat commercial activities but that was limited to areas near 
the Gulf Coast. Jefferson was the only inland port and had seasonable navigable streams 
connecting it to the Mississippi and New Orleans. No other port in the nation was similarly 
geographically located and served such a significant commercial purpose. 
 

Mooringsport was the only community within the CLHA to be directly influenced by each of the 
four eras within the area‟s history. The location is on the south shore of Caddo Lake and on the 
Caddo native‟s trail from their village site to area‟s to the south.  The Red River Indian agency 
paid for a ferry to operate near there from about 1824 until 1835 primarily moving the Caddo 
and agency personnel across the lake. Timothy Mooring built cotton sheds there in 1842 
beginning what would soon become a steamboat landing and port.  That commercial activity 
brought settlers to the area beginning the community.  In 1852 Calvin Croom a printer from 
Shreveport moved there, married one of Mooring‟s daughters, and began a mercantile 
business.  His business and his active promotion of the area caused the community to grow.  In 
1895 he convinced the Kansas City Southern Railroad Company to build its line through the 
community sustaining its viability into the Twentieth Century.  The oil boom of 1905 expanded to 
Mooringsport and to the south.  The community grew, workers moved there and many new 
businesses came into existence thus assuring Mooringsport‟s future. 
 
The NPS states that nationally distinctive landscapes are places that contain important regional 
and national stories that, together with their associated natural and/or cultural resources, enable 
the American people to understand, preserve and celebrate key components of the multi-
faceted character of the Nation‟s heritage. The landscapes are often places that represent and 
contain identifiable assemblages of resources with integrity associated with one or more of ten 
general areas of contribution to the national experience. This brief history of the area 
demonstrates that it is consistent with most of the ten.  The Caddo Lake Heritage Area 
represents a nationally distinctive landscape. 
 

important historical periods of the Nation and 
its people; 

major events that contributed substantively to 
the Nation‟s history and folklore; 

social movements that substantively 
influenced past and present music. 

distinctive cultures and cultural mores; 

major innovations/practices that contributed 
substantively to the economic growth of the 
Nation and the well-being of its people; 

transportation routes that played central roles 
in important settlement, migration, and 
commerce; 
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Figure 15 Distinctive Landscape Attributes 
 

The CLHA has no National Park System units (National Park, National Trail or Wild and Scenic 
River), or National Historic Landmarks or National Natural Landmarks within its study area.   
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Chapter 3 
Themes 

This chapter describes the process for developing potential themes and discusses the selected 
themes and associated sub-themes. 

Development of Potential Themes – Process 

Themes are the organizing framework within which interpretation of related natural and cultural 
resources is conducted. They are the bridges to increased public understanding of the 
importance of the region and its theme-related resources. Themes are derived from the analysis 
of the region‟s contributions to our national heritage. They represent the broad stories that 
integrate the collection of individual resources so that they may be viewed within the context of 
the whole. A good theme structure enables residents and visitors to understand the region‟s 
overall contributions to our national heritage and the elements that enabled them to occur. The 
elements may include, among many other factors, natural and cultural resources, important 
events or decisions and the roles of specific places, people, social movements, beliefs, folkways 
and traditions. 

The purpose of theme development is to determine that a viable theme structure exists. Careful 
consideration of themes and a public process for developing them will assist local interests in 
later theme related planning if NHA designation results. Researching the broad array of stories 
and resources connected with them is also critical to the later development of potential NHA 
boundaries.  

The study process flow chart of chapter one indicates that selected themes must directly 
support the elements of the decision that the Caddo Lake Heritage Area is one of national 
significance. That decision was developed in chapter two and is as below: 

The NPS states that nationally distinctive landscapes are places that contain important regional 
and national stories that, together with their associated natural and/or cultural resources, enable 
the American people to understand, preserve and celebrate key components of the multi-
faceted character of the Nation‟s heritage. The landscapes are often places that represent and 
contain identifiable assemblages of resources with integrity associated with one or more of ten 
general areas of contribution to the national experience. The historical discussion of the CLHA 
of chapter two demonstrates that it is consistent with most of the ten.  The Caddo Lake Heritage 
Area represents a nationally distinctive landscape. 
 

important historical periods of the Nation and 
its people; 

major events that contributed substantively to 
the Nation‟s history and folklore; 

social movements that substantively 
influenced past and present music. 

distinctive cultures and cultural mores; 

major innovations/practices that contributed 
substantively to the economic growth of the 
Nation and the well-being of its people; 

transportation routes that played central roles 
in important settlement, migration, and 
commerce; 

  
  

Figure 16 Distinctive Landscape Attributes 



 

45 

 

The above listed elements of the CLHA‟s national significance set the context within which 
supporting themes were developed.  Further the potential themes provide the framework for the 
development of the affected environment developed in chapter four. The heritage assets listed 
therein have sufficient integrity to significantly demonstrate their interpretive value and directly 
support the potential themes. That process is detailed in chapter four. 
 

Heritage sites were categorized into Native American Contact, Historic Steamboat 
Transportation, Historic Timber and Railroad Transportation, Upland Southern and Plantation 
Culture, Individual Contribution, and Historic Petroleum Industry.  Many heritage Caddoan land 
trails formed the basis of engineered roads in use today.  Heritage water trails connected ports, 
landings, and people, and provided an early farm-to-market link initiating the first economic 
boom in the heritage area.  Together they constitute history‟s legacy for the CLHA area and 
from them can be constructed heritage themes and sub-themes. 
 
The study team evaluated the role and importance of the region as it relates to comparable 
landscapes in other parts of the country and stories that constitutes viable themes. The study 
team also collected information about traditions, customs, beliefs, and folk life that characterize 
the region. The traditions, customs and beliefs in many cases do not exist in today‟s society. 
Many of those that don‟t are celebrated by local festivals, exhibits and through other 
commemorative events as in listed in the next chapter. Identifying the ways in which these 
important aspects of heritage are still evident, shared, or celebrated through commemoration 
are primary elements in understanding the region‟s history and contributions. 
 

Potential Themes 
 

The study team developed the following broad thematic statement during its 2007 study:   
The historic legacy of the Caddo Lake area is a unique blend of natural events, economic 
forces, and human responses and interactions. 
 

From that statement the team further developed eight sub-themes: 
(1) Caddo Indian trails, cemeteries, and former village sites provide significant insights to an 
advanced culture that thrived here for over 1000 years. 
 
(2) Beginning in about 1840, major steamboat routes evolved on Twelve Mile Bayou, Black 
Bayou, Caddo Lake, and Jim‟s Bayou in the initial settlement and economic development of the 
region.  By 1845, the navigation route was opened to Jefferson and large scale immigration was 
producing a thriving agricultural economy. 
 
(3) During the historic timber era of the 1880s to 1920s, sawmills were ubiquitous.  Five of them 
developed logging railroads and adjacent villages.  One of those evolved into a now historic 
passenger and freight railroad.  Wood yards and saw mills capitalized on Caddo Lake‟s timber 
resources and transportation routes. 
 
(4) By 1840, plantations were located along the Caddo Prairie Red River Bypass and others 
were soon to be located throughout the area. A plantation house constructed in 1848 still stands 
today and is occupied by descendents of the original builder. 
 
(5) In 1905, the discovery oil well of the Caddo Pine Island Oil Field ushered an era of fantastic 
population and economic growth and created historic villages and an extant town.  Thirty years 
later that growth was sustained by the development of the Rodessa Oil Field. 
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(6) Steamboat navigation of the lakes presented the most western intrusion point for 
immigration to the great southwest.  The area became a cultural melting pot as travelers - 
Native American, African American, Anglo American, and European - interacted to make 
important contributions to the multi-cultural heritage experienced today. 
 
(7) Caddo Lake is one of the most important wetlands in the world. It is a Ramsar Treaty site. 
   
(8) Caddo Lake is a subliminal educational experience, a product of natural and human 
interactions, which are essential for its future survival. 
 
The study team‟s original themes easily convert to the NPS themes in the below table and form 
the basis of interpretation programs in the heritage area.    
                                                            

 Theme                                          CLHA       

Peopling Places  

Creating Social Institutions and Movements  
Expressing Cultural Values  
Shaping the Political Landscape  
Developing the American Economy  
Expanding Science and Technology  
Transforming the Environment  
Changing Role of the US in the World Community  

Figure 17 Broad Thematic Categories 
 

Each of the major thematic statements have sub themes that directly support the CLHA 
nationally distinctive landscape identification.  Those sub themes will be interpreted through the 
heritage assets identified and discussed in Chapter 4, Affected Environment. 
 
Peopling Places:     Creating Social Institutions and Movements: 
 Migration from outside and within,   Recreational Activities; 
 Encounters, conflicts, and Colonization; 
 
Expressing Cultural Values:    Shaping the Political Landscape: 
 Popular and Traditional Culture   Military Activities; 
 (Folklore); 
 
Developing the American Economy:   Transforming the Environment: 
 Distribution and Transportation;   Manipulating the Environment 
        and its Resources.  
 

Peopling Places 
 

Migration from Outside and Within. Each of the historic eras of the Caddo Lake Heritage 
Area is characterized by large numbers, sometimes thousands, of immigrants moving into and 
through the area.  In each era, some remained.  Each era was characterized by its economic 
engine that attracted workers and entrepreneurs and their families. This peopling process began 
in the earliest of the eras, that of the Caddo Nation when that era was ending.  
 
Caddo Era: Caddo lands included northeast Texas, southeast Oklahoma, southwest Arkansas 
and northwest Louisiana. Toward the end of their history within that homeland, the 
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Kadohadacho, or Great Chiefs, of the Caddo Nation claimed the land from the present southern 
boundary of Caddo Parish and the lakes to the north, where the Red River turned to the west. 
That claim was agreed to by the United states. They were living in a village near the present 
Oklahoma –Texas border and slightly south of the river that they had occupied for centuries, 
when in 1790, they were attacked by disease and the Osages and took refuge in the 
southernmost of the upper Red River villages in southwest Arkansas. Because of a disease 
epidemic and further attacks by Osages they moved much further south into CLHA and 
occupied two locations there in Louisiana. In 1800 flooding along the Red River forced them to 
move near James Bayou in Texas above Caddo Lake. 
 
The Caddo were hospitable to friendly tribes. Other Native Americans, including the Coushatta, 
Quapaw, Alabama, and Cherokee were being forced out of the southeastern United States. 
Some groups of those tribes moved into this area onto Caddo lands temporarily on the way to 
their ultimate home in the Indian Territory.  The Caddo soon followed suit. The Coushatta 
located at Cedar Bluffs in 1803 or 1804, and the Alabama located southwest of the Caddo on 
the peninsula that later came to be known as Potter's Point in 1804. The Quapaw moved to a 
site near the Indian agency‟s Caddo Prairie site, which was located between Red and Black 
bayous in the CLHA between 1825 and 1831. Besides these major tribes, there were also tribal 
remnants. The Indian agents in their letters write of the lands around the lakes as a vast 
repository for Indians moving from their homelands under the pressure of white settlement.  
 
Steamboat Era: Four extremely important events transpired during the short time period 
between 1835 and 1839 that would combine to create a very strong engine for the initial 
immigration into and economic development within the CLNHA.  The Caddo Cession of 1835 
opened the land for settlement. Texas independence in 1836 made land in the western half of 
the area available for settlement. The federal government surveyed Caddo Parish in 1837-1839 
and made those lands available for purchase. With the initial clearing of the Red River log jam in 
the 1838 reliable steamboat navigation to Shreveport and into the CLHA was made possible. 
Buying the Caddo lands and making the Red River navigable were the two key factors in 
opening northeast Texas and northern Caddo Parish to navigation and settlement.  Steamboats 
began operating in the CLHA northwest of Shreveport almost immediately after Twelvemile 
Bayou was opened in 1835.   
 
In March 1845 the first steam boat went to Jefferson.  In December of 1845 Texas entered the 
Union. By 1846 Jefferson was a bustling town on the grow. Within four years Jefferson would 
become the major river port in northeast Texas and all of the heritage area, and the area‟s main 
commercial and economic center north of Shreveport. By 1850 in north Caddo Parish alone 
more than 60,000 acres of land had been patented by wealthy transplanted planters. Prior to the 
Civil War the primary commercial ports that came into being around Caddo Lake were 
Jefferson, Smithland, Benton, Port Caddo, Clinton, Swanson‟s, Rives‟, Monterey, Perry‟s, 
Low‟s, Mooring‟s, and Albany. Land available for cotton production and steamboats to move 
products and people were tremendous magnets drawing people in from the southeast.  
 
The 1850 census in the eastern half of the CLHA listed about 900 whites with slaves totaling 
more than twice that.  By 1870 those numbers had roughly tripled. A small number of very large 
plantations controlled the land and that effectively moderated the total number of immigrants 
into that area. Jefferson reached its peak population in 1872, when a supplementary census 
reported 7,297 inhabitants. While that effect on the peopling of Jefferson due to steamboat 
transportation is significant, more importantly, Jefferson, and other ports most notably Port 
Caddo, served as ports of entry for immigration into the interior of northeast Texas.  The total 
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number is not known but occasional references from historical records to the number of 
immigrants passing through those ports from about 1840 to 1875 imply the total was in the 
thousands by the time the steamboat era ended. 
 
Railroad Era: In 1866 the Southern Pacific Railroad (SP) laid a line from Marshall Texas east to 
Shreveport Louisiana.  In 1873 the Texas and Pacific(T&P) laid a line south from Texarkana to 
Marshall and in the same year the T&P laid a line from Shreveport west over the old SP line to 
Marshall, Longview and on to the west toward Dallas. The end of the steamboat era was at 
hand. In 1878 the Caddo Parish Police Jury began a levee building and drainage program that 
resulted in the extinction of Soda, Shifftail, and Clear Lakes and made thousands of acres of 
land available for settlement. The effect was immediate upon initiation of the program. The first 
homesteaders began to get land in 1878, the era of wealthy planters buying very large tracts of 
land was over, and they too began to sell land. Homesteaders streamed into the area.  Between 
1880 and 1900 about 30,000 acres of land were homesteaded compared to only about 2,000 
that was bought. 
 
Between 1895 and 1900 two railroad companies laid their lines from Texarkana to Shreveport. 
One line‟s location was centered in the western half of northern Caddo Parish and the other 
centered in the eastern half and they almost converged in Shreveport.  The land made available 
by the drainage program in the lower half of Caddo Prairie was the land over which the eastern 
railroad laid its line. The railroads did more than provide routes of transportation; they built 
towns and enhanced commerce. The coming of the railroads was the single most significant 
event that led to the building of towns and populating them in the heritage area. The center of 
mass in the peopling of the CLHA now shifted to its eastern side. 
 
What began as a logging railroad from Texarkana into northeastern Caddo Parish in 1886, the 
Texarkana, Shreveport and Natchez (TS&N) Railroad reached Shreveport in 1899. Along the 
way it bought rights of way and bartered depots, flag stations, and naming for rights of way. Six 
villages and five flag stations were created in the process.  It was a corporate goal of KCS to 
build towns along its route and three resulted from that effort in the eastern half of the heritage 
area. In 1894 there were no incorporated communities in north Caddo Parish.  KCS agents 
selected town sites adjacent to the railroad rights of way and purchased both. The KCS through 
its construction and town site companies built the railroad and town sites and sold the lots to 
populate their creations. At the town site the land was cleared, surveyed, and streets and alleys 
were created and the town site plat was filed in the court house. The village of Rodessa and the 
town of Vivian were created in that manner.    
 
Petroleum Era: By 1900 all of the towns and villages that presently exist except one in the 
heritage area had been established and were slowly growing.  The last permanently established 
town in the heritage area would evolve because of the discovery of oil.  Other communities 
would be born but then fade into history as well. The petroleum industry was the single most 
significant cultural defining and economic force in the history of the area. Its impact reached far 
outside the area, made multiple millionaires, brought in thousands of people and hundreds of 
businesses, redefined extant communities, redefined the economic base, and impacted all of 
the area. 
 
The small village of Caddo City, ca 1848 with a post office from 1849  to 1851, that had 
sprouted along the Shreveport to Lewisville Road now lay adjacent to the KCS railroad. Near 
Caddo City gas escaped from a homesteader‟s water well and he plumbed his log cabin to burn 
that gas for home lighting.  News of that activity captured the interests of oil lease speculators. 
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Investors began drilling an exploratory oil well in 1905.  In July the well produced oil and 
became the discovery oil well in the incredibly rich oil fields of the heritage area. Five days after 
the discovery news reached Shreveport. Agents, promoters, speculators, and workers swarmed 
into the area.  Shacks promoting whiskey, gambling, and women sprang up overnight.  Oil City 
was born. Law enforcement was nonexistent and ineffective where there was some.  People 
rushed to discover oil and they endured traffic jammed roads where horses sunk to their bellies 
in the mud, tent life, crowded trains, hucksters, and an almost unbearable life style.  Exploration 
expanded rapidly outward and by 1909 108 wells were drilled and total production exceeded 
one million barrels.  In 1910 production was five times that.  In that year almost 25,000 people 
were picking up their mail at the Oil City post office.  
 
In 1905 Vivian‟s thriving farming and lumbering was supplemented by the strong economic 
driving force of the petroleum industry.  People seeking a future in the oil fields flocked to the 
village for housing, general merchandise supplies and medical services.  Between 1900 and 
1910 Vivian‟s population more than doubled.  Brick buildings for varied business interests were 
constructed all over Vivian‟s downtown area by 1920.  These included banks, theaters, 
mercantile stores, and hardware stores. Between 1910 and 1914 ninety-two new homes were 
constructed.  By 1920 at the peak of oil production in the Caddo field 1,864 people lived in 
Vivian.  Vivian became the central business town for the oil industry. 
 
In July 1935 the Rodessa oil field‟s discovery well had an initial flow exceeding 30,000 barrels 
each day.  The news of the oil discovery at Rodessa spread rapidly across the country and the 
area‟s second and final oil boom was underway. There was an immediate rush of workers and 
their families very quickly occupied every available house.  Entrepreneurs began constructing 
cottages, courts, hotels, and stores.  Shacks and tents sprang up along the roads and in the 
woods in every direction leading out of the community.  Drilling rigs were soon operating all over 
the area.  There were stores and shops, two movie theaters, several hotels, a few hundred 
houses, tents and shacks, equipment repair shops, scores of oil field equipment warehouses, 
garages, oil and gas refineries, and automobile service stations. Rodessa had been transformed 
into the busiest and nosiest place along the length of the KCS railway. The field was about 
twenty miles long and five miles wide and was centered on Rodessa running from southwest 
Arkansas into northeast Texas encompassing Jefferson.  Jefferson saw an uptick in its 
economy during that time period as well. By 1937 Rodessa‟s population exceeded 5,000. 
 

Encounters and Conflicts 
The Regulator–Moderator War:  This conflict was a land feud in Harrison and Shelby counties in 
East Texas from 1839 to 1844 during the Republic of Texas years. It was called the Regulator-
Moderator war, for the two sides: the Regulators wanted to "regulate" the activities of rivals and 
the Moderators wanted to "moderate" being "regulated."  
 
Regulators were vigilantes. The term was used by the 5,000 to 6,000 Regulators in the 
Carolinas between 1767 and 1771, adopted from an earlier, short-lived London police auxiliary. 
Most American regulators sought to protect their communities from outlaws and tyrannical 
public officials. Some groups employed summary execution; more employed flogging and exile. 
Regulators were active in almost every state, peaking recurrently from the 1790s to the late 
1850s. After 1865, a few Regulator groups flourished, mainly in Missouri, Kentucky, Indiana, 
and Florida. Some interfered with freedmen, but most concentrated on crime deterrence and 
punishment.  
 

http://www.answers.com/topic/tyrannical
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For years, a strip of land in East Texas that bordered Louisiana and Mexico had been ignored 
by Spanish, Mexican and Texas authorities. By the time Texas became a republic in 1836, the 
swatch of land had developed into a lawless place where land frauds, cattle rustlers, and killings 
were common. In an attempt to control the rampant crime, a group of vigilantes formed who 
called themselves the "Regulators,” but this group was so extreme in their attempts to stop the 
crime, that another group of counter-vigilantes soon formed to "moderate” the Regulators. 
Before long, each faction grew to include sympathizers from miles away, spreading the "war,” 
which had been primarily located in just Harrison and Shelby counties, to involve Nacogdoches, 
San Augustine and other East Texas counties. 
 
William Pinckney Rose (1787-1850) was born on April 24, 1787, in Granville County, North 
Carolina. In 1790 the family moved to Georgia where Rose grew to manhood but he was listed 
as owning land in Louisiana in 1810. He was said to have been the "captain" of a group of 
Louisiana militia who marched to New Orleans to enlist in the service under Gen. Andrew 
Jackson in the War of 1812. He fought as a private with Jackson's unit in the battle of New 
Orleans, on January 8, 1815. In 1817 Rose married and eventually fathered nine children. The 
family moved in 1823 from Louisiana to Copiah County, Mississippi, where Rose became a 
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1832, which framed the second Constitution of 
Mississippi. He later served as a legislator from Copiah County.  
 
In May 1839 Rose moved to the area now known as Harrison County, Texas. He brought a 
large group with him, including his wife, their children, including married children with their 
spouses and children, and many in-laws. They arrived, unfortunately, just at the time that the 
Regulator-Moderator War was about to reach the shooting stage, and it was inevitable that 
Rose and his group would become involved. Rose soon became the acknowledged leader of 
the Regulators in Harrison County, a role that not only cost him his quite considerable fortune 
but also caused the death of a son-in-law and the brother of another son-in-law, both killed by 
Moderators, whose leader was Robert Potter. 
 
Robert Potter (1799-1842) was born in about 1799 in Granville County, North Carolina. He 
served as a midshipman in the United States Navy from 1815 to 1821, and followed up with a 
career in law. A member of the state house of commons in 1826 and 1828, he was elected as a 
Jacksonian Democrat to Congress in 1828 and 1830. Violent political scandals are fairly rare 
among the litany of financial or sex scandals that crop up throughout the country's history. 
Potter might be one of the most bloodthirsty politicians the country has seen, and certainly the 
most emasculating. Potter is best known for the incident that forced him out of the Capitol. In a 
rambling broadside appealing to the residents of four counties in North Carolina, Potter said of 
the two men he maimed that they "had indeed stabbed me most vitally - they had indeed hurt 
me beyond all cure." He was probably speaking metaphorically. Believing that they had carried 
on an adulterous relationship with his wife, Potter castrated Reverend William Lewis Taylor and 
a teenager named Willie K. Lewis in August of 1831. Found guilty in the Granville County court 
in September of 1831, he was ordered to serve six months in prison and pay a $2,000 fine. He 
again served as a member of the State house of commons from 1834 until his expulsion in 
January 1835 either for "cheating at cards" or "for brandishing a gun and knife during a fight 
over a card game." 

Potter moved to Harrison County, Texas, in 1835. There he continued his political career, 
becoming a member of the convention that declared the independence of Texas March 2, 1836. 
During the Texas Revolution Potter was Secretary of the Navy in the cabinet of interim 
President David G. Burnet. In 1836 he began work on his home and farm overlooking Caddo 
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Lake, east of Jefferson in Marion County Texas and moved there in 1837. He represented the 
Red River District in the Texas Congress 1837-1841. He participated in the Regulator-
Moderator War in East Texas as a leader of the Harrison County Moderators. The enmity 
between Rose and Potter was caused not only by the war but stemmed from Rose's strong 
support for John B. Denton's candidacy against Potter for a seat in the Texas Congress. 
According to family tradition, Potter's unsuccessful attempts to pay court to the attractive 
daughters of the Rose family also caused some conflict. 

Whatever the cause, Potter was able to get a warrant for the arrest of Rose, dead or alive. The 
Moderators attempted to take him in his home on March 1, 1842, but failed because Rose, 
according to family tradition, slipped out of the house and hid under a brush pile that a slave 
was raking up nearby. That night "Hell-roarin' Rose," or the "Lion of the Lakes," two names by 
which Rose's enemies called him, took his men and surrounded the home of Robert Potter on 
Caddo Lake. On the morning of March 2, 1842, Potter upon learning that his home was 
surrounded, tried to escape by jumping into Caddo Lake in an attempt to swim to a brush-
covered island for refuge. He was shot and killed by one of the men of the Rose party.  

Rose and nine of his men were arrested, but some were later released, while Rose and his son-
in-law, John W. Scott, among others, were taken to Clarksville, Red River County, arraigned 
before the district judge, and charged with the murder of Robert Potter. The news was reported 
in both Texas and United States newspapers, and Charles Dickens, who was then on his 
American tour, commented on it in his AMERICAN NOTES. Because feelings were running so 
high, the case was removed to Nacogdoches on a change of venue. Gen. Thomas J. Rusk 
came from Austin to defend his friend Rose, and the case was dismissed for lack of evidence.  

Potter  was interred at “Potter‟s Point,” a bluff near his home in Marion County and reinterred in 
the Texas State Cemetery, at Austin, Texas, in 1928. Potter County, Texas is named for him. 
Rose died on January 22, 1850. He was buried on the Dee Baldwin place northeast of Marshall 
beside his family members who were slain during the Regulator-Moderator War. Over fifty years 
later, his body was removed to the cemetery at Scottsville, Texas. 
 
The Stockade Case: The defeat of the Confederacy and the ensuing federal occupation led to 
the most volatile and tumultuous period in Jefferson and Marion County‟s political history. On 
October 4, 1869, George Washington Smith was murdered in Jefferson by a band of vigilantes. 
Smith's slaying led to the military occupation of Jefferson by Union troops under the command 
of Gen. George P. Buell, whose orders were to establish the security of citizens loyal to the 
United States and to arrest and try Smith's killers. The action taken by the military tribunal that 
followed was known as the Stockade Case.  
 
With military protection afforded the black majority, the white Republican minority, through the 
use of the local Union League, took control of county government. Republicans continued to 
serve in county political offices through the decade of the 1870s. The restoration of white 
conservative rule, commonly called "redemption," did not come until 1882 with the election of a 
Democrat-dominated commissioners' court. However, despite violence and intimidation aimed 
at the black majority throughout the remainder of the nineteenth century, blacks continued to 
deliver Marion County's majority for the Republican presidential ticket until the white primary 
effectively disfranchised them in 1898. From this point on, county voters returned a majority for 
Democratic presidential candidates in every election through 1992 except in 1956 and 1984. In 
spite of the intense passions engendered by Reconstruction politics, the county's prominent 
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citizens were able to separate politics and financial necessity, opposing a proposed boycott of 
Republican businesses in 1869 and 1870. Few disliked the Republicans enough to refuse to do 
business with them.  

 
Creating Social Institutions 

 
Recreational Activities. Caddo Lake is a 25,400 surface acre (103 km²) lake and wetland 
located on the border between Texas and Louisiana, in northern Harrison County and southern 
Marion County in Texas and western Caddo Parish in Louisiana. The lake is named after the 
Southeastern culture of Native Americans called Caddo, who lived in the area until their 
expulsion in the 19th century. It is an internationally protected wetland under the RAMSAR 
treaty and is the largest natural fresh water lake in the South, and contains the largest Cypress 
forest in the world. Caddo, half of which is located in Texas, is one of Texas's few natural lakes; 
however, it was artificially altered by the addition of a earthen dam by the Corps of Engineers in 
1914 at Mooringsport, Louisiana.  
 

 Louisiana‟s motto is “Sportsman‟s Paradise” and the entire CLHA more than typifies the 
meaning of that phrase. The area‟s beautiful water and upland natural features offer those who 
seek natural vistas, and birders, fishermen, recreational boaters and hunters many opportunities 
to enjoy their chosen outdoor activity. For those who enjoy a scenic drive, a tour north of 
Shreveport along Caddo Parish Hwy. 3049 through the Red River‟s flood plain from the village 
of Dixie north beyond Hosston reveals farming crops and activities on land that has been used 
for that purpose for the past 165 years. A stop along LA Hwy. 538 in Mooringsport provides an 
unforgettable view of Caddo Lake.  The area's climate is sub-tropical with hot, humid summers, 
and mild winters. Annual normal rainfall is just less than 50 inches. The annual high temperature 
average is 76 degrees and the average annual low temperature is 55 degrees. On average, 
there are 39 days during winter when the temperature falls below 32 degrees and 32 days 
during the summer when the high temperature exceeds 95 degrees.  
 
Access to the Red River can be gained at a public boat launch at the foot of the LA Hwy. 2 
Bridge that crosses the river just east of Hosston. Public access to Black Bayou and Caddo 
Lake is gained at parks as addressed in the cultural assets subject area of this survey. Public 
boat launch ramps are also maintained in Mooringsport by that town to access Caddo Lake and 
at Caddo Lake State Park and at the south base of the TX Hwy. 43 Bridge by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department. One public boat launch, maintained by the City of Jefferson, is located in 
the western half of the area at the foot of the Polk Street Bridge in Jefferson. 
 
The Owl, Blue Bird, Hawk Blue Jay, Cardinal, among others are year-around residents of the 
area. In the summer, humming birds and Purple Martins are everywhere. Winter residents 
include various duck species, geese, finches, and sparrows. Transient birds include Orioles, 
Warblers, and the Bald Eagle. Primary birding opportunities exist at all Caddo Parish Parks and 
Recreation Department parks and the Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area (WMA). One of the 
main attractions to Caddo Lake is birding. The mission of Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge 
is preservation and maintenance of waterfowl and neo-tropical bird habitat. Caddo Lake State 
Park and its Wildlife Management Area offer the public access to over 8,000 acres of prime 
wildlife habitat.  
 
All bodies of water in the area are excellent fisheries. From late spring until late fall, Black 
Bayou becomes heavily infested with aquatic vegetation severely limiting its use as a fishery. 
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Game fish in the sunfish family that are readily caught in the area's water features includes 
black, white, spotted, and striped bass, white crappie, blue gill, red ear and other small perch; 
flathead, blue and channel catfish; chain pickerel, buffalo, and drum.  
 
For the hunter, the opportunities are many and as varied as the methods that can be employed 
to harvest game. Among the weapons allowed to be used are the hand gun, rifle, shotgun, black 
powder, bow and arrow, and falconry. Migratory fowl game includes the Mourning Dove, Wood 
Cock, Teal, Rails, Snipe, geese and ducks. Resident species include the dove and turkey. 
Resident small game includes the squirrel and rabbit. Perhaps the favorite resident game of the 
area is the White Tailed Deer and the species is plentiful. Purchasing the proper state licenses 
is the passport to an enjoyable sporting activity for the fisherman and the hunter of water and 
upland birds and upland game.  
 
The Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area is located in Caddo Parish about 15 miles north of 
Shreveport, approximately one mile east of Louisiana Highway 1. Access into the area at the 
southern end is gained from LA Hwy. 173 on the west side of Twelve Mile Bayou and at the 
northern end from LA Hwy. 169 on the east of Twelve Mile Bayou. The lower elevation habitat is 
broken woodland consisting of willow, cottonwood, ash, hackberry and over cup oak. The under 
story is very sparse containing rattan, pepper vine, dewberry, and saw briars. Open areas 
support wild millet, smartweed and several species of grasses. The western edge of the area 
supports a diverse, old growth forest. The dominant trees are estimated to be 100 to 130 years 
old. Soda Lake WMA is managed primarily as a refuge for migrant waterfowl and songbirds. 
The area is a noted year around bird and wildlife viewing area. Camping is not available in the 
area.  

The 5,800 acre Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge, the former Longhorn Army Ammunition 
Plant at Karnack Texas, opened in late 2009. The refuge is designed to protect one of the 
highest quality old-growth bottomland hardwood forests in the southeastern United States. The 
hardwood forest lies along Harrison Bayou, and the associated wetlands are located along the 
shoreline of Caddo Lake. The establishment of this refuge ensures the conservation and 
protection of the migratory and resident waterfowl and neo-tropical migratory birds associated 
with these wetlands. Studies have listed up to 224 species of birds, 22 species of amphibians, 
46 species of reptiles, and 93 species of fish in this area. A total of 23 animal species of concern 
are located or potentially located on the refuge and adjacent Caddo Lake. They include seven 
species of fish, six species of reptiles, six species of birds and four species of mammals. Two 
species are federally listed under the Endangered Species Act.  

In 1992 Texas Parks and Wildlife purchased 8,005 acres of swampland that is now Caddo Lake 
State Park/WMA at Uncertain Texas. The WMA contains a permanently flooded bald cypress 
swamp and seasonally flooded bottomland hardwoods. Islands in the lake make up most of the 
land mass. The rest of the WMA is uplands forested with pine, oak and hickory trees. Fishing, 
trapping and public hunting of white-tailed deer, feral hog, waterfowl, dove, other migratory 
game birds, squirrel, quail, rabbits, hares, predators, furbearers and frogs is permitted. Primitive 
overnight camping is available. Outdoor recreational opportunities include wildlife viewing, 
hiking, bicycling, and horseback riding. Bicycling and horseback riding are permitted on 
designated roads/trails.  
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Expressing Cultural Values 
 

Folklore. Folklore, or traditional and popular culture, is the totality of tradition-based creations of 
a cultural community recognized as reflecting its cultural and social identity. Its forms are, 
among others, music, mythology, customs, handicrafts, architecture, food and other arts.  
Folklore, as a form of cultural expression, must be safeguarded by and for the group (familial, 
occupational, regional, religious, ethnic, etc.) whose identity it expresses. Conservation 
documents folk traditions and its object is, in the event of the non-utilization or evolution of such 
traditions, to give everyone access to data enabling them to understand the process through 
which tradition evolves.   
 
Folklore sections at museums exhibit traditional and popular culture. That preservation protects 
folk traditions. The attention of people is therefore drawn to the importance of folklore as an 
ingredient of cultural identity. In this way knowledge of the items that make up this cultural 
heritage is disseminated so that the value of folklore and the need to preserve it is recognized. 
The integrity of the traditions are in that way safeguarded. Area events such as festivals and 
exhibitions support and promote the dissemination and publication of the products of the 
folkloric heritage through materials, papers and other results. 
 

Shaping the Political Landscape 
 

Military Activities. The military was central to the acquisition of and initial development of the 
geographic area that today constitutes the Caddo Lake Heritage Area. Indian agents and factors 
were retired Army officers, usually of the rank of Captain. They were given those positions in 
recognition of and as reward for their faithful military service. Captain John Fowler was 
appointed agency factor in 1816 and by 1820 had completed the construction of a new factory 
location at the Sulphur River fork of the Red River and had moved to there from Natchitoches.   
Fowler died in that year. Captain William McClellan was appointed new factor in 1821, in 1822 
the factory system was abolished, and 1823 McClellan left the area.  Captain George Grey was 
appointed Red River Indian Agent in 1819 and in 1821 moved his agency from Natchitoches to 
the Sulphur Fork Factory.  
 
Captain Grey kept the agency at Sulphur Fork after the end of the factory system and in 1825 
moved it to Caddo Prairie near the present village of Gilliam.  That move was indicative that the 
center of mass of the Caddo Nation had moved into the heritage area. Grey was ordered to 
strictly enforce the trading arrangements with the Caddo.  His authority included subjecting 
white squatters to prosecution and the detailing of soldiers to remove them by force from the 
Caddo land.  Some of that was done, but his job was almost impossible given the large flow of 
Americans into the region.  In 1831 the agency was moved, because of floods for three years, to 
a peach orchard on Bayou Pierre near the earlier Caddo village location just south of 
Shreveport where it remained until its closing after the Caddo cession of 1835. 
 
Lieutenant Washington Seawell was an 1825 graduate of the United States Military Academy.  
Upon graduation he was detailed to frontier duty at Fort Jessup in Sabine Parish Louisiana. In 
1829 he was detailed to civil engineering duty. The military academy was at that time the only 
engineering school in the country. His new duty was to construct a water bypass of the log jam 
in the Red River on its western side so that commercial trade in the upper river region could be 
affected as well as the Indian Territory‟s Fort Towson could be serviced.  He began that work in 
1829 and finished it in 1831.  The bypass left the river into Bayou Pierre south of Shreveport. He 
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constructed a short canal in Bayou Pierre, now in downtown Shreveport, cleared trees in Soda 
Bayou, Shifftail and Clear Lakes, Black Bayou and Red Bayou.  Between Black and Red 
Bayous he had a ¾ mile long canal dug that connected the two. The bypass reentered the river 
just across from Miller‟s Bluff.  With northward extension from 1844 until 1873 it was the only 
steamboat route that connected Shreveport to the upper river regions of Arkansas, Oklahoma 
and Texas. 
 
Just before the Civil War, the Confederate Army constructed the Shreveport to Lewisville 
Military Road that bisected the eastern side of the heritage area.  It was the first road through 
that area and in general followed and connected Caddo and early settlers trails through most of 
the area. Military officers frequently headed survey teams of navigability of the waters in the 
heritage area through the Nineteenth Century.  The Jefferson Navigation Company successfully 
headed a team that convinced the Army‟s  Corps of Engineers to approve in 1910 the damming 
of Caddo Lake thus assuring its presence and use into the future.  That dam was constructed in 
1914. 
 

Transforming the Environment 
 

Manipulating the Environment and its Resources. 
Steamboat Era: Considerable developmental activity was completed in the years prior to the 
steamboat era getting fully underway to enable that to transpire.  The creation of the Caddo 
Prairie Bypass of the Red River log jam, and the clearing of trees, stumps and related debris 
from Cypress Bayou upstream from Port Caddo to enable the creation of the port of Jefferson 
are just two examples.   
 
There were multiple other examples of environmental manipulation to facilitate the use of the 
water based transportation resource including making “cuts” through small meandering open 
paths in the Cypress tree studded lake so that routes could be shortened for example.  Through 
the years of the era that was done a number of times and stumps were sometimes shortened in 
certain areas to facilitate navigation. 
 
Steam boat Captain Withenbury wrote in the 1870s of an event that transpired because of low 
water levels along the Caddo Prairie Bypass in Seawell‟s Canal in 1840. Captain Crooks of the 
Hunter  was not willing to lay by and await water high enough for the boat to pass through the 
canal. So he had a slack water dam constructed across the canal at the stern of the Hunter to 
create a small water pool that would allow the boat to move forward a distance of one or two of 
its length. In all four such dams were created before the boat entered Red Bayou and continued 
on its way upstream. 
 
The following year in 1841 Withenbury was clerk of the steamboat Relief when it was headed 
upstream along the bypass during very low water levels. About three miles from the river the 
bayou became so narrow that both side wheels had to be removed from the boat to allow 
passage. The crew tied one end of each of the ropes used to large trees along the bayou and 
the other ends around the boat engine‟s drive shaft.  Then with the shaft spinning it acted like a 
capstan and as the rope wound around the shaft the boat was pulled forward.  They had gone 
about one mile when they encountered an area of the bayou where the banks were too high for 
that process to work without mitigation. So the crew took to the shovels digging down the banks 
so that the tree-rope-drive shaft method of propulsion could continue to be used.  They had 
made about one mile when dark overtook them forcing their stoppage. The next day they began 
again at daylight digging down the banks, tying the ropes, pulling forward and repeated the 
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process many times before making the last one and on-half miles through the bayou and 
entered the river at dark.  
 
During this era large tracts of land were cleared of timber and converted from forests to cotton 
plantations and farms.  Such labor intensive activities could not have been completed without 
the slave labor that was used on the plantations, and, for the small planter or farmer, the  large 
families used for the same purpose.  Countless hours were spent felling trees or ringing them by 
bark removal so that they died. Using the wood for construction or just burning it for removal 
were processes employed to create farmlands.  Then mules, oxen, or horses pulled plows to 
create furrows for planting and prepared the soil to create marketable and life sustaining 
produce.  Those processes were completed many thousands of times throughout the history of 
our country and in particular in the agrarian south.  There are countless references describing 
how the pioneer and plantation owner adapted the land to satisfy their needs.  
 
Railroad Era: About one half dozen logging railroads once were constructed in the CLHA to 
facilitate moving harvested logs to mills to shape them into lumber.  Some ran only a mile or 
two, some crossed state borders, and one evolved into a passenger and freight line. To create 
those lines  rights of way had to be cleared of timber, rail tramways had to be constructed 
together with bridges across streams to adapt the environment so that natural resources could 
be harvested for cultural uses. 
 
Those logging railroads were created by regional entrepreneurs such as sawmill owners and not 
national level railroad conglomerates.  Beginning in the 1880s as young towns having their 
origins in the early 1870s were maturing, such as Atlanta and Texarkana Texas to the north of 
the CLHA, there was an increased need for building lumber. The Texas and Pacific Railroad ran 
through both of those communities providing access to mi-western markets. It is possible that 
lumber milled at those sawmills from timber harvested in this area made its way to those 
markets to the north. Large stands of virgin timber stood in the northern part of the CLHA and 
there was a limited number of scattered very small communities in the area but no formally 
organized villages or towns.  
 
Tom Temple owned and operated a large lumber and planing mill in Atlanta Texas in the late 
1880s. The Temple Sawmill Railroad was built southeast from Atlanta to Era Arkansas to 
Spoonful Louisiana with its terminus eventually just north of Frog Level.  The last three villages 
are now historic.  The rail and logging crew‟s families moved with them as they moved into 
Louisiana.  Logging camps were established at Spoonful and Frog Level.  By the mid 1890s 
available timber has been harvested, the railroad was dismantled and the rail and related 
equipment were removed.  The right of way was abandoned. 
 
The Yellow Pine Lumber Company was located in Texarkana Texas and harvested timber 
southeast into Arkansas and Louisiana beginning in about 1880.  In April 1886 the Gate City 
Railroad Company was chartered through Miller County Arkansas and in October of 1888 it was 
rechartered as the Texarkana and Shreveport Railroad (T&S) Company and worked south into 
Louisiana for most of the next ten years harvesting logs and moving them to the mill in 
Texarkana.  Its southern terminus was just north of the present village of Mira, then known as 
Loma.  At the rail‟s terminus a small temporary village called New Camp was established for 
logging and railroad employees and their families.  Railroad equipment included a steam 
engine, several log cars and two passenger cars.  The T&S moved both logs and passengers 
between New Camp and Texarkana.  When timber was harvested to the point where its 
acquisition was no longer economically feasible, the railroad‟s chartered was amended in 
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October 1895 to be the Texarkana, Shreveport and Natchez (TS&N) Railroad to build a 
passenger and freight line from Texarkana through Shreveport to the west of Natchez 
Mississippi.  The TS&N is discussed elsewhere. 
 
The Black Bayou Lumber Company sawmill and planing mill was built by David Dodd of 
Marshall Texas in about 1895 and he named the village that grew around the mill Myrtis after 
one of his daughters. The Black Bayou Railroad Company was organized in 1904 and was 
operated in the interest of the sawmill. The railroad‟s tap line ran from Myrtis about 7 miles 
westward, passed by the now historic village of Garfield, and continued on into Texas toward 
the farming community of Smithland. There were some 8 miles of spur lines connecting to the 
tap line. The railroad‟s equipment consisted of 1 locomotive, 1 construction car, and 26 logging 
cars; there were no station buildings or other facilities. Logs were harvested along the railroads 
length and brought to Myrtis for milling into finished lumber. The Southern Lumber Company, a 
subsidiary of the KCS Railroad, bought the operation in 1907 and constructed a spur connection 
to the KCS line that ran adjacent to Myrtis.  The KCS positioned the empty cars and switched 
the loaded cars from the mill to the rail line.  
 

 
Figure 18 Black Bayou Lumber Company Mill and Pond ca 1910 

 

Petroleum Era: The Caddo Pine Island oil boom that began in 1905 followed by the Rodessa 
boom of 1935 are prime examples of how the environment in this area was exploited in history 
for its natural resources.  Two natural gas plants/pump station and two oil refineries were 
located in the district from the 1920s to the 1950s. During the Rodessa oil boom from about 
1935 to about 1955 United Gas‟ Rodessa Gas Plant and Gas Compressor Station were located 
here and pipelined natural gas to locations outside of Louisiana.   
 
By 1907 there were twenty-three new producing wells, fifty-six wells were brought in 1908 and 
total production was now more than 500,000 barrels of crude oil. In 1909 108 new wells were 
brought on line and production exceeded one million barrels.  By 1910 annual production 
exceeded five million barrels. 
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In May of 1911 the Gulf Refining Company of Louisiana proved their over the water drilling 
technique on Caddo Lake and brought into production a gusher, Ferry Lake Number One, in 
what many claim to have been the world‟s first over the water oil well. That over the water 
technique evolved over the years into the offshore method typified today by the many Texas 
towers located in waters around the world. By 1918 there were more than 200 producing oil 
wells on Caddo Lake.  In that year total production in the Caddo Pine Island Oil Field and on 
Caddo Lake peaked at more than eleven million barrels. After that year production began to 
decline. By 1941 more than 160,000,000 barrels of oil had been extracted from the Caddo field. 
 
The Rodessa Oil Field discovery well came in as a gusher in July of 1935 with an initial flow of 
more than 30,000 barrels a day.  By May of 1936 there were 182 producing oil wells that 
delivered more than two million barrels of oil that year. By mid 1939 the field had produced more 
than three million barrels of oil at a rate of more than 58,000 barrels each day and was the 
second largest producing field in the country.  An average of two new wells came on line each 
day. By 1940 a slow decline of production had set in. Even though there were more than 300 
producing wells in the field by the late 1940s the economy of the area was in decline. By 1960 
the field had produced about 100,000,000 million barrels of oil, three million barrels of gas 
condensate, two million barrels of casing head gasoline and five hundred million cubic feet of 
gas. 
 
The total area covered by the two oil fields exceeded 80,000 surface acres. More than 16,000 
wells were drilled and more than 400,000,000 barrels of oil were recovered. Particularly in the 
first three decades of the petroleum era there was a very dark side to production. 
 

 
Figure 19 Mooringsport’s Loucke Number 3 Oil Well on Fire 1913 
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The graphic depicts one aspect of oil production‟s down side in the early years.  The caption on 
the graphic states that more 30,000 barrels of oil were lost each day in the largest single oil well 
fire in the nation‟s history. There were a few fires like that depicted and there was also a 
problem with natural gas. The Caddo field had an extremely large volume of natural gas at 
extremely high gas pressures. Combined with sandy soils, this not only created drilling 
problems, but it also caused voluminous losses of gas reserves, well blowouts, sinkholes that 
consumed animals and equipment and spectacular fires. 
 
Large losses of gas began to occur by 1906. By 1908, as much as 70,000,000 cubic feet of gas 
escaped daily and was burned off at the end of pipes constructed for that purpose. The roar of 
burning gas was deafening.  Louisiana made it a criminal offense to permit a well to burn or to 
blow into the air. The federal government also intervened but such regulations did little to curb 
nature.  
 

Developing the American Economy 
 

Distribution and Transportation    
Steamboat Era: Prior to the Civil War the primary commercial ports around Caddo Lake were 
Jefferson, Smithland, Benton, Port Caddo, Clinton, Swanson‟s, Rives‟, Monterey, Perry‟s, 
Low‟s, Mooring‟s, and Albany. Representative of their commercial importance is the 1857-58 
year in which cotton bales exported were: Jefferson 25,000, Smithland 5,000, Benton 8,000, 
Port Caddo 5,000, Swanson‟s 8,000, Monterey 1,500, and other landings 8,000. 
 
Jefferson‟s full geographic market area extended up to 200 miles to the west and north and 
goods shipped to Jefferson were finding their way to Dallas.  Jefferson was the principal port for 
a great portion of the upper Red and Trinity Rivers, and Cross Timbers region of Texas for both 
immigration and commerce.   
 
Freight, immigrants, and other passengers arrived at the port by steam boat and moved out of 
the market area locally and to the west primarily by ox-wagons.  Those wagons constantly 
traversed the area.  By 1880 as many as a thousand teams could be at Jefferson at the same 
time.  The wagon trade there was so large that the roads leading to the west were so blocked by 
the wagons that passage was difficult at times. Between 1867 and 1870 trade grew from $3 
million to $8 million. 
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Figure 20 Jefferson Ox-Wagon Roads 

 

The graphic illustrates the far reaching effect of Jefferson‟s port.  The area included some 22 
counties over an area roughly comparable to the entire state of Alabama. 
 
The acquisition of lucrative Confederate government contracts proved to be a catalyst to the 
Jefferson‟s already growing economic fortunes. For example, the Kelly Iron Works, established 
in the antebellum period as a successful producer of agricultural implements, received a 
commission to manufacture cannonballs and rifles for the Confederate States Ordnance 
Department. J. B. Dunn's meat-packing firm was authorized to produce tinned beef for the 
Confederate commissary. Cut off from potential competition from eastern industrial firms and 
protected from invasion by its geographical location, Jefferson‟s infant manufacturing sector and 
Jefferson's river port commerce continued to expand and thrive throughout the Civil War. 

The 1870 census ranked Jefferson second in commerce and industry among all Texas cities. 
Such modern novelties as gas lighting, artificial ice, refrigeration, and soda water were in 
common use by Jefferson's commercial elite. Cotton exports from Jefferson's wharves 
increased from 25,000 bales in 1865 to 76,238 bales in 1872. Exports from Jefferson in 1868 
included more than 75,000 bales of cotton.  However, material wealth and commercial optimism 
plummeted during the mid-1870s. The flight of capital and skilled labor from Jefferson and 
Marion County began in earnest. Between 1870 and 1880 the county lost 138 businesses and 
began to resemble more nearly the other rural counties contiguous to it. In 1870 urban residents 
made up 50 percent of the county's population, but by 1900 they constituted only 26 percent. 
During the 1870s and 1880s the number of farms in the county grew rapidly, from 186 to 1,063, 
as many of the large plantations were broken up and sold or turned over to share croppers. 
Cotton and corn constituted the leading crops, with cattle, swine, and other livestock 
contributing to the farm income. The discovery of oil in 1910 and the subsequent speculation 
and production that followed resulted in an expansion of the county's nonagricultural economy 
for the first time since the 1870s. 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/CC/qdc2.html
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/RR/dqr1.html
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The smaller and less significant ports around Caddo Lake and on James Bayou also served as 
transportation hubs for cotton and other produce coming from the plantations and farms in the 
nearby area. Monterey and Mooring‟s Port were typical of those.  Both drew from the area north 
of Caddo Lake and west of Caddo Prairie as the Red River flood plain was referred to. 
 
Railroad Era: In addition to building towns and directly and indirectly peopling them, the 
railroads also provided an affordable alternative transportation means that was direct and fast 
for locally produced materials to reach markets far outside the area. It was a stated economic 
goal of KCS to produce and ship lumber from the southern forests to markets in the upper 
Midwest. The Southern Lumber Company, a subsidiary of KCS bought the Black Bayou Lumber 
Company in 1907 and began achieving that corporate goal. Earlier than when that occurred the 
T&P probably also moved lumber milled at Atlanta and Texarkana sawmills from logs harvested 
in the CLHA to markets outside the area.  The Southern Lumber Company went out of business 
in about 1920, their right of way was abandoned, and Myrtis village declined. 
 
No reliable figure exists, nor was one ever likely tabulated, concerning the cash value of timber 
harvested during this era.  There were without fear of exaggeration probably a few million board 
feet of lumber that came from the forests of the heritage area during the approximate 40-year 
era.   
 

 
Figure 21 Filling Oil Tank Railroad Cars at Lewis Louisiana ca 1912 

 
The foregoing graphic depicts oil being transferred from an oil tank battery to railroad cars for 
transport to refineries external to the CLHA. It depicts a way that operations of the petroleum 
era took advantage of those of the railroad era (1866 – 1900) that had now become a 
permanent aspect of the area. 

 

Petroleum Era: In about 1900 a historic industrial zone began to take form about two miles 
south of Vivian.  It remained viable until about 1965. It started out when a sawmill began 
operations there; soon the village of Lewis came into being around it. The zone was fully 
defined by the 1930s in response to the area‟s petroleum era and occupied a linear distance 
along the highway of about three miles in length.  
 
In about1925 Standard Oil of Indiana (STANOLIND) constructed and began operations at its 
refinery at Lewis located about two miles south of the town of Vivian. STANOLIND called its 
refinery Superior. 
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Figure 22 STANOLIND’s Superior Oil Refinery at Lewis ca 1925 

 

 
In about 1930 the Crystal Oil Refinery began operations about one mile south of Superior and 
remained in operation in 1965 when the plant was essentially torn down.  A few storage tanks 
still remain there. 
 
Bayou State, headquartered in Shreveport, constructed a refinery in 1928 at Hosston and it was 
village‟s only industrial business.  By the 1980s operations could no longer be economically 
sustained and the equipment was dismantled and removed from the site.  The site is presently 
being cleaned and will soon be returned to its pre-oil boom woodlands beauty. 
 
Rodessa‟s oil boom of 1935 had an economic impact on all of the area from Vivian to the north. 
When the Southern Lumber Company shut down operations in 1920 at Myrtis people began to 
move away.  The lumber structures and logging railroad were dismantled and removed. Only a 
few families remained. The village received a new breath of life with the oil boom. First the 
Rodessa Gasoline Plant was constructed there bringing in workers and families.  Then the 
United Gas Company built a large compressor station at Myrtis to transport natural gas through 
its massive pipeline system which distributed gas to many locations far outside the heritage 
area.  The United Gas Company went much farther than that and constructed a company town 
at Myrtis complete with homes for management personnel and streets. 
 
The compressor station and company “town” are depicted in the following 1940 photograph. 
The compressor station is located in the foreground and in the middle of the upper half of the 
photograph is shown the company town. At the very top of the photograph the Black Bayou 
Lumber Company‟s mill pond dating from about 1900 is shown.  
 
When the oil boom began to wan in the 1940s and pass into history by the 1950s the 
compressor station was dismantled and the hardware removed from the site. Today all 
structures show in the photograph are gone expect the two at about its center. The large 
structure with a row of windows and the one shown on the right side of the photograph just 
above its center are still there.  Some of the houses were torn down but many were bought and 
moved to other locations where some stand today and are occupied. 
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Figure 23 United Gas Company Compressor Station and Company Town – Myrtis 1940 
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Chapter 4 
Affected Environment 

 

This chapter includes the development of natural and cultural heritage resources that support 
interpretive themes, integrity determinations of those resources, conservation recreation and 

education opportunities, affected environment data and related information. 
 

Heritage Resources Inventory 
 

Heritage resources have two aspects, natural and cultural. Natural assets are in the main those 
geographic features that exist in the absence of human created features. Cultural assets are 
those features within the geographical context created by mankind and have two components, 
historic and extant. Everything created by mankind overlaid on the geography of an area is 
cultural. A listing of heritage resources not addressed in this chapter is at Appendix 1. The study 
process flowchart in Chapter One requires that heritage assets listed in this chapter have 
sufficient integrity to significantly demonstrate their interpretive value and directly support the 
potential themes of Chapter Three. 
 
The study team focused on identifying a strategic assemblage of natural and cultural resources 
that provide the basis for the themes used in the interpretive experience. Those are the 
resources for which integrity assessments were made.  
 
In accordance with NPS guidelines the study team developed the heritage assets inventory 
discussed in this chapter on producing the results necessary for the study‟s purposes as 
discussed in Chapter One and as follows.  Heritage assets will be used: 
 

to assist in assessing whether the region is a 
nationally distinctive landscape; 

to assess whether there are resources 
important to the identified themes and if they 
retain integrity for interpretive purposes; 

to ensure there is sufficient information about 
natural and cultural resources to 
describe the “Affected Environment” for the 
purposes of the Environmental 
Assessment. 
 

to determine if there are outstanding 
opportunities for conservation, recreation and 
education; 

Figure 24 Heritage Resource Uses 
 

The actual order of analysis followed by the study team was as indicated in the study flowchart.  
That is, once assembled and given their mission the team first  completed a near exhaustive 
inventory of heritage assets within the study area.  That was followed by an assessment of the 
implications of that collection and a determination that the study area was nationally significant.  
The interpretive themes were then roughly determined and that was followed by  a refinement of 
the heritage assets to determine those as outlined in this chapter. 

 
Natural Assets  
Caddo Lake and Related Water System: The most significant natural asset and the motivation 
for this study is the historical water feature in this geographical area and the cultural legacy that 
evolved on and around it. 
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                                     Figure 25 Steamboat Navigable Waters ca 1840                     Sam Collier 

 
The following snapshot is of Cypress Bayou taken between Jefferson and Caddo Lake. 
 

 
Figure 26 Cypress Bayou 
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Caddo Lake has some 27,000 surface acres and is located on the border between Texas and 
Louisiana, in northern Harrison County and southern Marion County in Texas and western 
Caddo Parish in Louisiana. The lake is named after the Southeastern culture of Native 
Americans called Caddo, who lived in the area until 1835 when they sold their land to the United 
States. It is an internationally protected wetland under the RAMSAR treaty and is the largest 
natural fresh water lake in the South, and contains the largest Cypress forest in the world. 
Caddo, half of which is located in Texas, is one of Texas's few natural lakes; however, its size 
was artificially altered and stabilized by the addition of a earthen dam by the Corps of Engineers 
in 1914 at Mooringsport, Louisiana.  

In 1993 Caddo Lake preservation entered a renaissance, with the announcement that 7,000 
acres of Caddo purchased by the Nature Conservancy were to be merged with the 483 acre 
Texas‟ Caddo Lake State Park to be become the Caddo Lake State Park and Wildlife 
Management Area. In October 1993 Caddo Lake became one of thirteen areas in the United 
States protected by the Ramsar Convention. A 2003 survey listing showed Caddo Lake flora 
and fauna consisted of: 189 species of trees and shrubs, 75 grasses, 42 woody vines, 216 kinds 
of birds, 90 fish and reptiles, and 47 mammals. One of these species, Crataegus opaca or may 
haw fruit, is collected from the water to make a jelly that is considered one of the finest in the 
world. Forty-four of Caddo's native species were either endangered, threatened or rare.  

The lake is currently "under siege" by a fast-spreading, Velcro-like aquatic fern, Salvinia 
molesta, also known as Giant Salvinia." Accidentally introduced to the lake by boaters, the 
noxious weed doubles in size every two to four days, rapidly killing off life below the surface. 
Most of the growth of the weed is currently on the Louisiana side, where officials have been 
focused on recovering from damage caused by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005. Efforts at 
removing the weed have included biological means via beetles that normally eat the weed but 
cannot survive the Texas cold and now include herbicide. 

The preceding navigable waters graphic represents the situation in about 1840. The depicted 
water system had been in existence for about 45 years.  A massive log jam in the Red River 
forced its waters to be distributed over and flooding the Cypress, James, and Twelve Mile 
Bayous valleys creating the lake system.  That navigable system, because it was connected to 
the river near Shreveport, created the opportunity for western boatmen to develop a steam boat 
based commercial system.  The log jam was finally removed in 1873 causing the extinction of 
Clear, Shifftail, and Soda Lakes.  Caddo Lake was dammed in 1914.  Its drainage combined 
with that of Black Bayou results in today‟s Twelve Mile Bayou. 

Louisiana‟s motto is “Sportsman‟s Paradise” and the entire CLHA more than typifies the 
meaning of that phrase. The area‟s beautiful water and upland natural features offer those who 
seek natural vistas, and birders, fishermen, recreational boaters and hunters many opportunities 
to enjoy their chosen outdoor activity. For those who enjoy a scenic drive, a tour north of 
Shreveport along Caddo Parish Hwy. 3049 through the Red River‟s flood plain from the village 
of Dixie north beyond Hosston reveals farming crops and activities on land that has been used 
for that purpose for the past 165 years. A stop along LA Hwy. 538 in Mooringsport provides an 
unforgettable view of Caddo Lake.   
 
The area's climate is sub-tropical with hot, humid summers, and mild winters. Annual normal 
rainfall is just less than 50 inches. The annual high temperature average is 76 degrees and the 
average annual low temperature is 55 degrees. On average, there are 39 days during winter 
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when the temperature falls below 32 degrees and 32 days during the summer when the high 
temperature exceeds 95 degrees.  
 
The western part of the project area is characterized by rolling hills incised by Big Cypress 
Bayou and its two major tributaries, Black Cypress and Little Cypress Bayous. Outcropping of 
one of the project area‟s two geologic features is visible along the south bank of a sharp 
meander loop at the foot of Line Street in Jefferson. Here, the valley walls narrow by 84 percent 
as compared to the upstream floodplain. The Rodessa Fault has thrust bedrock beneath 
Jefferson downward and uplifted the valley wall on the south side of the bayou forming a 200 ft. 
bluff.  
 
The topography is dominated by the near constant elevation of Big Cypress, Kitchen‟s Creek, 
and relief. At Caddo Lake State Park and along the north shoreline of Caddo Lake at Potter‟s 
Point, the double-split fault line is again evident. The eastern part of the CLHA is dominated by 
the Red River flood plain. Faulting separates the flood prone prairie from the uplands along 
Black Bayou where the first cotton plantations were located. Short tracts of historic sloughs and 
bayous remain and crisscross the floodplain as reminders of when they were distributaries of 
the Red River with some being navigable streams during the steamboat era. The other visible 
geologic feature of the project area can be found along the bluffs of Twelvemile Bayou near the 
historic landing of Albany where the past deposits of Soda Lake are clearly defined.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         
 
 
 
 

Figure 27 Soda Lake Sedimentary Deposits     Jeff Girard 
     

Coniferous and deciduous trees, shrubs, briars, and other flora populate heavily the rolling hills 
of the western part of the area. The Red River flood plain is characterized by large tracts of 
pecan trees and large farms where cotton, corn, potatoes, sorghum and other produce are 
grown.  
 
The approximate 10-mile stretch of Black Bayou from Erwin's Bluff where LA Highway 170 
crosses the bayou to its confluence with Caddo Lake's outflow at Mooringsport was navigated 
by flatboats, keelboats, and steamboats during the 1830 to 1873 time period. A stated Louisiana 
use of the stream is contact recreational but in 2002 the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) ruled that use to not be supported. With the proper allocation of resources, this 
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historically used stream could possibly be used for canoeing and small boats again. The 2002 
EPA assessment of Twelvemile Bayou ruled it fully supported its designated recreational use.  
 
Access to the Red River can be gained at a public boat launch at the foot of the LA Hwy. 2 
Bridge that crosses the river just east of Hosston. Public access to Black Bayou and Caddo 
Lake is gained at parks as addressed in the cultural assets subject area of this survey. Public 
boat launch ramps are also maintained in Mooringsport by that town to access Caddo Lake and 
at Caddo Lake State Park and at the south base of the TX Hwy. 43 Bridge by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department. One public boat launch, maintained by the City of Jefferson, is located in 
the western half of the area at the foot of the Polk Street Bridge in Jefferson. 
 
The Owl, Blue Bird, Hawk Blue Jay, Cardinal, among others are year-around residents of the 
area. In the summer, humming birds and Purple Martins are everywhere. Winter residents 
include various duck species, geese, finches, and sparrows. Transient birds include Orioles, 
Warblers, and the Bald Eagle. Primary birding opportunities exist at all Caddo Parish Parks and 
Recreation Department parks and the Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area (WMA). One of the 
main attractions to Caddo Lake is birding. Tour guides report the transport of many tourists 
along the bayous, sloughs, and backwater areas for this purpose. The mission of Caddo Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge is preservation and maintenance of waterfowl and neo-tropical bird 
habitat. As access becomes available to the public, Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge will 
become a major birding destination. Caddo Lake State Park and its Wildlife Management Area 
offer the public access to over 8,000 acres of prime wildlife habitat. Birding opportunities in the 
western half are limited to observations from watercraft along Big Cypress Bayou and viewing 
areas that may be offered by private landowners as a result of future work of this project.  
 
All bodies of water in the area are excellent fisheries. From late spring until late fall, Black 
Bayou becomes heavily infested with aquatic vegetation severely limiting its use as a fishery. 
Game fish in the sunfish family that are readily caught in the area's water features includes 
black, white, spotted, and striped bass, white crappie, blue gill, red ear and other small perch; 
flathead, blue and channel catfish; chain pickerel, buffalo, and drum.  
 
For the hunter, the opportunities are many and as varied as the methods that can be employed 
to harvest game. Among the weapons allowed to be used are the hand gun, rifle, shotgun, black 
powder, bow and arrow, and falconry. Migratory fowl game includes the Mourning Dove, Wood 
Cock, Teal, Rails, Snipe, geese and ducks. Resident species include the dove and turkey. 
Resident small game includes the squirrel and rabbit. Perhaps the favorite resident game of the 
area is the White Tailed Deer and the species is plentiful. Purchasing the proper state licenses 
is the passport to an enjoyable sporting activity for the fisherman and the hunter of water and 
upland birds and upland game.  
 
The Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area is located in Caddo Parish about 15 miles north of 
Shreveport, approximately one mile east of Louisiana Highway 1. Access into the area at the 
southern end is gained from LA Hwy. 173 on the west side of Twelve Mile Bayou and at the 
northern end from LA Hwy. 169 on the east of Twelve Mile Bayou. Access in the area is limited 
to walk-in and bicycles only. Soda Lake is comprised of 2,500 acres owned by the Caddo Parish 
Levee District and the U.S. Corps of Engineers and leased to the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries. The lower elevation habitat is broken woodland consisting of willow, 
cottonwood, ash, hackberry and over cup oak. The under story is very sparse containing rattan, 
pepper vine, dewberry, and saw briars. Open areas support wild millet, smartweed and several 
species of grasses.  
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The western edge of the area supports a diverse, old growth forest. Approximately 35 acres in 
size, a unique, natural, upland plant community of shortleaf pine, oak and hickory. Dominant 
species include shortleaf pine, sweet gum, white, post, cherry bark, shumard, and cow oaks. 
The dominant trees are estimated to be 100 to 130 years old. Soda Lake WMA is managed 
primarily as a refuge for migrant waterfowl and songbirds. However, Soda Lake WMA also 
provides year around habitat for a diverse population of resident songbirds, game and non-
game mammals and insects. A series of moist soils impoundments is maintained to provide 
excellent waterfowl and bird watching opportunities. White-tailed deer hunting opportunities are 
provided through an archery-only season. The area is a noted year around bird and wildlife 
viewing area. Camping is not available in the area.  

The U.S. Army transferred 5,800 acres of the former Longhorn Army Ammunition Plant at 
Karnack Texas to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for the creation of the Caddo Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge on October 13, 2000. The refuge is designed to protect one of the highest 
quality old-growth bottomland hardwood forests in the southeastern United States. The 
hardwood forest lies along Harrison Bayou, and the associated wetlands are located along the 
shoreline of Caddo Lake. These wetlands are listed as a „„Wetland of International Importance‟‟ 
under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and is one of only 22 such designated areas in the 
United States. The establishment of this refuge ensures the conservation and protection of the 
migratory and resident waterfowl and neo-tropical migratory birds associated with these 
wetlands. Studies have listed up to 224 species of birds, 22 species of amphibians, 46 species 
of reptiles, and 93 species of fish in this area. A total of 23 animal species of concern are 
located or potentially located on the refuge and adjacent Caddo Lake. They include seven 
species of fish, six species of reptiles, six species of birds and four species of mammals. Two 
species are federally listed under the Endangered Species Act.  

In 1933, Mr. T. J. Taylor, several local institutions, and other land donors contributed property 
for the development of the first National Park Service-supervised state park in Texas. Utilizing 
the NPS natural design style, CCC Companies 889 and 857 developed Caddo Lake State Park 
between 1933 and 1937. Activities enjoyed include camping, hiking, swimming, picnicking, 
nature study, fishing, and boating. There are canoe rentals in the park, Jon boat with motor 
rentals outside the park, and pontoon boat tours daily.  
 
In 1992 Texas Parks and Wildlife purchased 8005 acres of swampland that is now Caddo Lake 
State Park/WMA. The next year Caddo Lake was selected as "a wetland of international 
importance, especially as waterfowl habitat.” The WMA contains a permanently flooded bald 
cypress swamp and seasonally flooded bottomland hardwoods. Islands in the lake make up 
most of the land mass. The rest of the WMA is uplands forested with pine, oak and hickory 
trees. Fishing, trapping and public hunting of white-tailed deer, feral hog, waterfowl, dove, other 
migratory game birds, squirrel, quail, rabbits, hares, predators, furbearers and frogs is 
permitted. Primitive overnight camping is available. Outdoor recreational opportunities include 
wildlife viewing, hiking, bicycling, and horseback riding. Bicycling and horseback riding are 
permitted on designated roads/trails. The northeastern portion of this area is being considered 
for new eco-friendly camping and interpretive activities.  
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Figure 28 CCC Cabin at Caddo Lake State Park 

 
 

Cultural Assets 
 Populated Communities, Tourism Amenities, Festivals, and  Museums are at Appendix 1  

 
Annual Festivals Supporting Interpretive Themes:  
Boomtown Festival – June – Rodessa  
Candlelight Tour of Homes – November, December - Jefferson  
Gusher Days - early Fall - Oil City  
Holiday Trail of Lights – November, December - Jefferson  
Music Fest – June – Jefferson  
Pilgrimage and Civil War Reenactment (Battle of Jefferson) – May - Jefferson  
Quilt Show – January - Jefferson  
Stagecoach Days - May – Marshall  
Wonderland of Lights – November, December - Marshall  
 
Oil Fields:  
Caddo Pine Island - Caddo Lake and Pine Island Region  
Hosston - Hosston, Black Bayou, and West of Village  
Lodi – Kitchen Creek/Bear Creek area between TX Hwy. 49 and Cass County  
Rodessa - Rodessa centered swath about 4 miles wide oriented from NE to SW extending from 
AR into Marion County TX  
Vickie Lynn – West of Jefferson between TX Hwy. 49 and TX FM 2208  
Vivian - South, Black Bayou, and East of Town  
Woodlawn – TX Hwy. 49 south to Woodlawn between Smithland and Jefferson  
 
Historic Sites 
Louisiana's Division of Historic Preservation (DHP) in the Department of Culture, Recreation, 
and Tourism has developed a set of historic contexts within which historic people, places, and 
things can be grouped when conducting an historic preservation program.  One example of that 
would be this survey effort to identify, locate, and mark historic sites.  Additional contexts should  
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Figure 29 Eastern Half CLHA Historic Sites 
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be defined as information is developed for noncompliant themes.  The historic assets survey 
results are extensive and will be summarized here.  The preceding graphic depicts the historic 
sites located in the eastern half of the CLHA.  The graphic was developed during the 2007 
Caddo Lake Heritage Area and Education Program activity. 
 
The Prehistoric and Historic Contact context contains a listing of 14 historic sites.  Listed are 
four Caddo Native American group and individual burial sites, three village location sites, the 
location of the Caddo Prairie Indian Agency, and the location of the ferry crossing of Caddo 
Lake where the Indian Agency reimbursed the operator to move Caddo and agency personnel 
across the lake.  Four Coushatta village locations are identified as is one Quapaw village site.  
 
Thirty historic Steamboat Transportation context related sites are listed.  The steamboat ports of 
Monterey (1848 – 1878), Mooringsport (1842 – 1905), Port Caddo (1838 – 1877), Benton (1841 
– early 1900s), Smithland (1839 – 1890s), and Jefferson (1844 – 1905) together with 12 
landings on Caddo Lake, two along the Caddo Prairie Red River Raft Bypass at Erwin‟s Bluff on 
Black Bayou and Hale‟s wood yard on Kelly Bayou, seven along the Red River, one along Big 
Cypress Bayou, the 1869 Mittie Stevens steamboat wreck on Caddo Lake, and the location of 
the 1830 canal connecting Black and Red Bayous that enabled the bypass of the river log raft.  
Some twenty-seven steamboat wrecks have been tallied by various researchers as having 
occurred in the waters of the project area.  Seven were recorded in Twelve Mile Bayou, twelve 
in Soda Lake, two in Willow Pass, two in Black and Red Bayous, four in Caddo Lake, and eight 
in Big Cypress Bayou.  Some were heading for the upper Red River trade and the others were 
probably on their way to Jefferson.  Most were completely or partially recovered and only a few 
were completely lost. 
 
There are five logging historic Railroad Transportation related assets identified.  They were all 
located within the northern part of the project area during the 1880s to 1920s when the 
dominant industry was timber.  One was located at the historic Zylks location and went 
northwest just into Texas.  Another, the Black Bayou Railroad Company, was at historic Myrtis 
and went southwest into Texas and two originated in Texas.  One originated in Atlanta, Texas 
and made its way through Arkansas and ended near the historic village of Frog Level and the 
other, the Gate City, originated in Texarkana went across Arkansas and ended north of Mira.  
This latter railroad evolved through two charters to become the Texarkana, Shreveport, and 
Natchez (TS&N), an historic passenger and freight railroad.  In 1901, it was acquired by the 
Texas and Pacific and ceased operations in the 1960s.  The Jefferson Northwestern operated 
out of Jefferson and linked the main Clark and Boice Lumber Company mill below Jefferson with 
outlying logging camps as far north as central Cass County. 
 
Twenty-seven historic villages are listed in the Upland South Culture context.  Five of those; 
Lane, Cavett, Unit, Hayti, and Pickett came into being near and a result of the TS&N railroad.  
The remaining seven grew up around the center of mass of settlement areas that contained 
either early stores or churches or both.  Clinton and Monterey rose and declined with the cotton 
agriculture trade made possible by steamboat navigation.  The small villages of Blocker and 
Concord on the southern flank of Caddo Lake relocated to the new, railroad-based communities 
of Leigh and Jonesville.  Baldwin, Comet, Hall, Pope City, and Prospect grew up around schools 
and churches and disappeared with the decline of row-crop agriculture.  Benton, Ray‟s Bluff, 
Smithland, Stalls, and Tuscumbia declined and vanished because of the decline of the steam 
boating industry.     
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There are 46 plantation or planter‟s homes in the project area listed by name or by the planter‟s 
surname in the Plantation Agriculture context.  Twenty-four of the 40 sites in the eastern part of 
the area are colorfully named and mostly located along LA Hwy. 3049 from just south of Dixie to 
Gilliam with a couple of them located between there and to just below the Arkansas state line.  
Fifteen plantation owners are listed by surname and most of their holdings were established in 
the 1840s along Black Bayou and into the northwestern part of the district.  The Browning 
plantation home, located just west of Vivian, was built in 1848 by William (Billy) Browning, a 
business man in the historic Monterey village, and the pilot of the steamboat Monterey that 
made the first port of call at the village in 1848 thus giving its name to that village.  The 
Browning home is still occupied by the Browning family. 
 

Jefferson, at the western end of CLHA is a National Historic District community as is the 
gateway city of Marshall.  Both cities‟ historic homes, many related to plantations, have been 
fully developed and are now being utilized by local organizations for heritage tourism.  Mimosa 
Hall, the nationally listed home of planter John Webster at Leigh just south of Caddo Lake; the 
Andrews-Taylor Plantation at Karnack, the Dr. Samuel Floyd Vaughan home on TX FM 134 
near Jonesville, Locust Grove in Jonesville, and the Benjamin Harrison Baldwin Home at Leigh 
are geographically positioned to constitute a trail of historic homes similar to the 24 plantation 
sites and homes along LA Hwy. 3049. 
 
In the Historic Petroleum context, two sites near Oil City, the discovery oil well of the Caddo 
Pine Island Oil Field and the world‟s first over the water drilled oil well on Caddo Lake are listed.  
Construction began in 1911 on the historic village of Trees City, said to have been the first oil 
company town in the state, and perhaps in the country, along LA Hwy. 2 just east of the Texas 
state line.  The village was certainly the cleanest as both the land owner and the oil lease 
production company demanded that the location be free of the social ills of alcohol, business 
women, and gambling that had plagued other locations during the oil boom period.  Two natural 
gas plants/pump station and two oil refineries were located in the district from the 1920s to the 
1950s. 
 
There were a large number of small saw mills located throughout  the CLHA beginning in the 
1840s.  Two are listed in the Historic Timber context.  The Black Bayou Lumber Company was 
built by David Dodd of Marshall, Texas in the 1890s and he named the location Myrtis after one 
of his daughters.  Myrtis evolved into a small village offering all the amenities of a typical village.  
He later sold it to a man surnamed Welch who sold it in 1907 to someone surnamed Gloyd of 
Kansas City, Missouri.  Gloyd renamed it the Southern Lumber Company and he was probably 
associated with the Kansas City Southern (KCS) Railway in some unspecified way as it was a 
stated economic goal of the railway to produce and ship lumber from the southern forests to 
markets in the upper Midwest.  It was probably at that time that the Black Bayou Railroad 
Company was formed and began operations into Texas where MC 3306 is located upon a 
section of its exact historic pathway within CLHD north of Caddo Lake.  A spur connecting the 
logging railroad to the KCS line was constructed to move lumber to market.  Weaver Brothers 
and Thompson located one of their medium sized saw mills at the historic village of Lewis in the 
early 1900s and it continued operations into the 1950s. 
 
Lumber was always an important commercial product for Jefferson.  After the discovery of oil on 
Caddo Lake, poles and lumber for platforms greatly boosted local production.  Transport of the 
raw material to job sites at the eastern end of Caddo Lake was by gasoline powered boats.  
Several Historic Timber context features are listed as possible components of a water trail 
originating in Jefferson and heading downstream.  The Clark and Boice Lumber Mill three miles 
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below Jefferson was the largest mill in the area, was serviced by the Jefferson Northwestern 
Railroad, and utilized over 40 miles of tramway to convey raw material.  Farther downstream on 
the south bank were wood yards servicing steamboats with fuel:  the Jackson Wood Yard, the 
Williams Mill and Wood Yard, and English‟s Wood Yard.  The landing of Shanghai, two miles 
above Benton, served as an outlet for timber and probably never served the cotton industry.  
The English Wood Yard was located near Shanghai, about two miles above Benton.  One wood 
yard is deserving of note, the Willowson Wood Yard at Willowson Slough just off Carney Canal 
near Carters Lake.  Willowson is an interpretive topic of at least one popular Caddo Lake tour 
guide.            
 

Two individuals are listed in the Individual Contribution historic context.  James Shennick was 
born in about 1804 in New York and by the early 1820s had relocated to northwest Louisiana.  
He married Emily Edwards, a daughter of Larkin Edwards who was the Caddo interpreter for the 
Indian Agency.  Shennick and his wife located to and settled on Stormy Point on the northern 
shore of Caddo Lake in about 1824 becoming the first Americans to do so anywhere on or near 
the lake in the study area.  His locating there was facilitated by his father-in-law and had as its 
purpose the operating of a ferry across the lake for the agency‟s use.  James and Emily became 
the parents of four children while living at Stormy Point; Menervy born in 1828, William born on 
30 April 1831, Pheby born on 22 November 1834, and Emily Louise born on 31 August 1839. 
His first child Menervy and his second child William were the first white female and male 
children to be born in the CLHA. Shennick would buy the 112 acres on the Stormy Point location 
of his homestead in 1843 and would remain there until the late 1840s when he sold it.  By then, 
his wife had died and he remarried to Sarah Cauthern and by 1855 he moved north and 
became the first owner in 1860 of the land where Myrtis would be located.  Shennick died there 
in 1863 and was buried in a now lost cemetery.  Ferry Lake, the early name for Caddo Lake, 
was so named because of the business Shennick operated on the lake.  Early references to 
Jim‟s Bayou called it Coushatta Jim‟s and it was named for Shennick because of his relationship 
with the Caddo.   

Huddie (Leadbelly) Ledbetter was born on the Jeter Plantation just west of Mooringsport in 
1888.  Huddie and his parents moved to Leigh, Texas when he was five and it was there that he 
became interested in music, encouraged by his uncle Terrell who bought him his first musical 
instrument, an accordion.  It was some years later when Huddie picked up the guitar, but by the 
age of 21 he had left home to wander around Texas and Louisiana trying to make his living as a 
musician. Over the next ten years he wandered throughout the southwest eking out an 
existence by playing guitar when he could and working as a laborer when he had to. 

In 1916, Huddie was in jail in Texas on assault charges when he escaped.  He spent the next 
two years under the alias of Walter Boyd.  After he killed a man in a fight he was convicted of 
murder and sentenced to thirty years of hard labor at Huntsville, Texas' Shaw State Prison 
Farm. After seven years he was released after begging pardon from the governor with a song:  

 “Please, Governor Neff, Be good 'n' kind 
 Have mercy on my great long time... 
 I don't see to save my soul 
 If I don't get a pardon, try me on a parole... 
 If I had you, Governor Neff, like you got me 
 I'd wake up in the mornin' and I'd set you free.” 
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Pat Neff was convinced by the song and by Huddie's assurances that he'd seen the error of his 
ways.  Huddie left Huntsville a free man, but was arrested, tried, and convicted of attempted 
homicide in 1930.  It was in the Louisiana State Penitentiary in July 1933 that Huddie met 
folklorist John Lomax while he was touring the south for the Library of Congress collecting 
unwritten ballads and folk songs using newly available recording technology.  Over the next few 
days, Lomax recorded hundreds of songs. When they returned in the summer of 1934 for more 
recordings, Leadbelly told of his pardon in Texas.  As Allen Lomax tells it, "We agreed to make 
a record of his petition on the other side of one of his favorite ballads.  I took the record to 
Governor Allen on July 1.  On August 1, Leadbelly got his pardon.  On September 1, I was 
sitting in a hotel in Texas when I felt a tap on my shoulder.  I looked up and there was Leadbelly 
with his guitar, his knife, and a sugar bag packed with all his earthly belongings.  He said, 'Boss, 
you got me out of jail and now I've come to be your man'." 

Leadbelly became a nationally known folk song writer and singer and penned such musical hits 
as Goodnight Irene, Rock Island Line, and Midnight Special.  Leadbelly died in 1949 and was 
interred in the Shiloh Cemetery just south of Mooringsport.    
 
At least ten ferries operated in the waters of the eastern half of the CLHA.  There were five and 
probably more operating across Red River as many plantation owners operated them for their 
own use and they may have not been used in a commercial manner.  Two operated along the 
Caddo Prairie river bypass, one at Erwin‟s bluff and another at Hales‟ wood yard.   Nathan Hale 
also operated a ferry across black bayou for his use as well as for a commercial enterprise in 
moving farming products to market in Shreveport.  Hart‟s Ferry was located across Jim‟s Bayou 
near the present location of the LA Hwy. 2 Bridge.  Both James Shennick and Timothy Mooring 
ran ferries at slightly different locations across Caddo Lake near Mooringsport. 
 
In the western half of the area at least seven ferries operated.  Port Caddo probably had the first 
and longest operating.  There were two associated with Trammel‟s Trace: the Pugh Ferry at the 
Little Cypress crossing and the Eli Langford ferry on Big Cypress above Jefferson.  Smithland 
and Ray‟s Bluff had ferries during their existence and Jefferson had several including the 
Houston Street ferry.  The Stephenson Ferry was located on Black Cypress Bayou about three 
miles north of Jefferson.  Stephenson‟s Ferry was the site of at least one colorful story related to 
the outlaw Cullen Baker during the difficult reconstruction period after the Civil War.  
  
Four structures in the eastern half of the area are presently listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  In Vivian are located the Vivian Railroad Station Museum and the United 
States Postal Service‟s post office building.  The 1914 constructed Vertical Lift Draw Bridge 
spanning Caddo Lake and the Mooringsport Elementary School building are both in 
Mooringsport.  Eighteen Harrison County structures and eighteen structures in Marion County 
are likewise listed as National Register of Historic Places.  These are clustered around the 
historic districts in Marshall and Jefferson.  The large number of historic markers, some 212, 
located within these two counties provides testament to the continuous work and attention given 
by civic groups, individuals, and the respective county historical commissions toward 
preservation of historical assets.   
 
Historic Land and Water Based Trails and Roads 
The land and water based historic routes of communications identified in this survey are cultural 
routes.  Their origins were historic roads that evolved through necessity or tradition.  Some 
evolved wholly or in part from Caddo Native American trails.  Another was created for military 
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use in the Civil War.  Water cultural routes followed bayou, river and lake courses in 
communicating from origin to destination.  
 
Prior to addressing those routes, there were three horsemen delivered US Postal Service Star 
Routes that entered the historic district from Texas.  The northern most route (1879 – 1900) 
originated in Atlanta Texas, went to Bloomberg Texas, then to Bright Star Arkansas and on to 
Frog Level and Hale Louisiana.  The middle route (1874 – ca1900) also originated in Atlanta 
and went to Viola (McLeod) Texas, then to Garfield and ended at the Black Bayou community, 
both in Louisiana.  The third route (1878 – 1900) went from Jefferson to Smithland and then on 
to Monterey.  For most of their travel they were on roads identified below but much of the road 
networks they used no longer exist. 
 
Historic land based trails and roads were marked on a 1950 LA DOT map.  The following figure 
depicts five land based historic trails and roads.  Those indicated by a solid red line are along 
presently used engineered highways which follow precisely or approximately the historic route.  
Those indicated by a red dashed line depict surrogate roads that can presently be used for 
touring since the historic roads no longer exist in those areas. The historic road running north-
south in the right most section of Figure 20 is being termed the Caddo Prairie Plantation Road 
(1880s – 1920s) for this survey and it follows LA Hwy. 3049 from Shreveport to Gilliam.  Along 
that route there were some twenty-five planter‟s homes and plantations.  From Gilliam to the 
north, the road becomes CP 23, the Gilliam-Scotts Slough Road.  The historically designated 
part of the road ends at its intersection with the Ida -  Missionary Road.  From there the tourist 
can drive to Missionary or to Ida. 
 
By the time of the Civil War in about 1860, the Military Shreveport to Lewisville, Arkansas Road 
ran north-south through the district.  On the map it enters Louisiana near Ida, leads to the 
southwest around the future Rodessa location and continues south to the future Vivian location 
to the south east along LA Hwy. 170, then south along Crawford Road where it curved around 
Clear Lake and continued along LA Hwy. 538 to Shreveport. 
 
The first road to Caddo Prairie was in use beginning in about 1839.  It entered from the south 
along an older Caddo Indian trail that led to Natchitoches and is part of today‟s LA Hwy. 169, 
crossed Caddo Lake at Mooringsport, curved to the northeast around Clear Lake staying to the 
north of Black Bayou and ended at Erwin‟s Bluff on the bayou. 
 
Vivian‟s Airport Road, CP 154, begins at the state line and leads east to Vivian where it joins LA 
Hwy. 2 on the route to Hosston.  From there an eastward road, the Hosston River Road (CP 
156), continues on to the Red River levee from Hosston.  If those roads are joined forming an 
east-west route, the Caddo Trading Trail (1800 – 1835) from the Caddo Timber Hill village 
eastward to the Red River and northward into Arkansas is approximated. 
 
The historic Caddo village to the Indian Agency trail (1825 – 1831) is closely followed If Vivian‟s 
Airport Road is linked to LA 170 in Vivian and that road is followed to Erwin‟s Bluff and across 
Black Bayou. 
 



 

77 

 

 
Figure 30 Eastern Half CLHA Historic Land Trails 
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A red dashed line originates at the Caddo village just into Texas and curves around Monterey 
Lake and heads to the southeast around Caddo Lake to Shennick‟s Ferry on the north shore of 
the lake at Stormy Point.  After crossing the lake, the trail continued on to the south roughly 
approximated by today‟s LA Hwy. 169 to the Indian Agency and Factory at Natchitoches.  This 
trail was in use from about 1805 until about 1818.  Another trail leads from the south shore of 
the lake to the southwest into Texas. 
 
Historic trails and roads in the western half of the CLHA include Potter‟s Trace, the Black Bayou 
Lumber Company tramway, and Trinity/Sand Country Roads in northern Marion County.  Early 
wagon roads originating at landings and ports developed into stagecoach roads terminating at 
Greenwood-Shreveport, or Marshall were also investigated.  Robert Potter‟s trail from his home 
on Potter‟s Point ran westward above the swamplands, crossed current TX Hwy. 43 south of the 
current location of Smithland and continued southwesterly to the Ray‟s Bluff ferry location and 
beyond.  The part of the trace between TX Hwy. 43 and Big Cypress Bayou is now a section of 
a Marion County road.  A long, straight portion of MC 3306, north of TX Hwy. 49, is the exact 
pathway of the historic Black Bayou Lumber Company tramway, which originated at Myrtis.  
Trinity Road (MC 4012) and Sand Country Road (MC 4013) make a loop north of TX Hwy. 49 
east of Jefferson.  Three historic features along this loop are listed as historic assets in the 
project data base.  Portions of the roadway display deep embankments suggesting the 
presence of an early, yet unknown, wagon road. 
 
A second area between Jefferson, Marshall, and Port Caddo was examined for evidence of 
historic road features.  The upper and lower Port Caddo Roads originated in Marshall, rejoined 
near Karnack and terminated at Port Caddo.  Almost all of both routes near Marshall and all the 
common route from Karnack to Port Caddo have been identified and mapped.  The first and 
second wagon roads from Jefferson south have been identified and found to connect to the 
Upper Port Caddo Road via historic Pope City and to the Marshall-Shreveport Road by way of 
Tuscumbia.  Interestingly, all these wagon roads formed a junction at the Andrews-Taylor 
Plantation near Karnack where they connected to the Greenwood-Shreveport Road.  The 
stagecoach road from Marshall to Jefferson, which parallels US Hwy. 59 is also listed in the 
project data base and mapped.   
  
Historic water based trails were marked on the same 1950 LA DOT map used for the historic 
sites.  The following figure depicts three water based historic trails.  The Caddo Prairie Red 
River Raft Bypass (1830 -1873) is the right-most water route in the figure.  It entered the district 
from the south along Twelve Mile Bayou.  Keelboats entering the Red just above the present 
location of Shreveport from southern raft bypasses were used on the Red River as early as 
1816 in the settlement of the upper river area. 
 
Between 1829 and 1831, Second Lieutenant Washington Seawell dug a ¾ mile canal that 
connected Black and Red Bayous at Erwin‟s Bluff.  There the bypass entered the canal thence 
on to Red Bayou and then entered the Red River just northeast of present day Hosston.  From 
there boaters could continue on to the upper Red River settlement area.  The blue dashed line 
along the route follows the canal and Red Bayou portion and indicates that the route no longer 
exists.  Red Bayou exists only in multiple short portions of water of the original bayou. 
 
The remaining two historic water routes used the same southern-most route but at the 
confluence of Black Bayou and Caddo Lake the routes turned to the west and entered Caddo 
Lake.  The routes split just north of the lake‟s Rocky Point.  The Monterey route (1848 – ca  
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Figure 31 Eastern Half CLHA Historic Water Trails 
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1880) entered Jim‟s Bayou and snaked its way up to the village of Monterey.  The steamboat 
Monterey captained by Wellington Withenbury and piloted by Billy Browning had to make two 
attempts in 1848 to gain the route.  When they were successful, the citizens of what had been 
referred to as William‟s Landing renamed the village Monterey. 
 
The Jefferson Route (ca 1840 – ca 1905) headed west toward Port Caddo and ultimately to 
Jefferson.  Both lake routes had multiple spurs leading to other ports and landings on the lake 
throughout the steamboat era.   

 
 

Heritage Resources Integrity Discussion 
 

Natural Assets 
The Caddo Prairie Bypass used by steamboats to get around the Red River log jam to the 
upper river area presently exits only along a section of Black Bayou from Erwin‟s Bluff to Twelve 
Mile Bayou.  Vestiges of Seawell‟s Canal still exist as well portions of Red Bayou. The Black 
Bayou route would need major mitigation to enable its use for canoeing, for example, to 
represent an experience on the historic route. Twelve Mile Bayou from Caddo Lake to the Red 
River is an engineered route for lake drainage and flood control purposes but could also be 
used, after mitigation, for interpretive purposes for that section of the historic steamboat route as 
it roughly follows the old steamboat route. Using the two bayous would result in experiencing a 
highly representative environment of that experienced by the steamboat crews.  
 
The primary natural resource, Caddo Lake, is a significant resource of interpretive value. The 
routes to Jefferson and Monterey while upon the waters of Caddo Lake were never marked.  
Once those routes enter their bayou sections they essentially exist today as they did in history, 
except that the upper portion of James Bayou is blocked in places by cypress trees and beaver 
dams.  Steam boat pilots were used by boat captains to navigate Caddo Lake because they had 
an intimate knowledge of the waters and obstructions.  There were and are many obstructions 
due the presence of trees in the flooded valleys of the lake when it was created.  Many stumps 
and tree snags are just under the water‟s surface even today. There were no artificial signs 
erected for navigational purposes rather the shape of the nearby shoreline or an oddly shaped 
tree, or a series of trees were references.  However the locations of the landings and ports of 
call are well known so the routes can easily be recreated. Both states have erected boat trail 
markers on the lake and those are used by fishermen and water sports enthusiasts today for 
recreational purposes.  Many of the trails follow the old steamboat trails. 
 
Cultural Assets 
Interpretive integrity of historic cultural assets within the CLHA is highly variable.   
 
Caddo Era: Locations are known of the many Native American village sites, the Indian Agency 
site and similar Caddo and related historic sites throughout the CLHA.  However there no longer 
remains interpretive archaeology from or at those sites.  Most were located on what is or was 
since the 1840s cultivated land and most were occupied for only short time periods, 2-6 years at 
most, and involved highly perishable and degradable construction products. Visitors can still 
nonetheless be made aware of those locations and their significance and content through 
strategically located kiosks involving maps and similar displays in the area. Relics such as 
projectile points, pottery shards and the like are displayed at some of the area museums and 
are viable interpretive objects.  
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Engineered roads now travel over the majority of the historic Caddo land trails.  Many evolved 
due to travel by the many pioneers who immigrated into and through the CLHA.  While they 
don‟t exist in their natural state, present roads nonetheless travel in the main along much of 
those historic routes. All the area within the CLHA is rural. So in many cases along those roads 
the view is essentially as it was 170 years ago.  The virgin forests no longer exists but the land 
is covered with subsequent generations mature trees and other flora much as it was in history. 
 
The Mounds Plantation site near Dixie Louisiana is one of the few extant Caddo in situ relics in 
the area.  The mounds are quite visible alongside the road where they are located. They are on 
private property and can only be viewed from the road. At present interpretation would have to 
be conducted in that way.   
 
Steamboat Era: There is no better example of an extant town that interprets the steam boating 
history than Jefferson Texas.  It is presently a cultural tourism destination for thousands 
annually. Its multiple national register homes, brick paved streets, historic downtown buildings 
and several annual festivals all celebrate Jefferson‟s steam boating genesis and legacy.  It is 
the primary interpretive location for the CLHA‟s 1838-1900 steam boating and town building era 
and anchors the western end of the area.  
 
Mooringsport is located on the eastern end of Caddo Lake and its genesis can be dated to 1842 
when cotton sheds were constructed there to temporarily store plantation produce before being 
shipped to market by steamboat. Mooringsport is envisioned to represent the eastern terminus 
for boat tours on Caddo Lake traveling the old steam boat routes and for other interpretive 
activities still in the planning stage. 
 
Railroad Era: The Vivian Railroad Station Museum, located in the town of that name, is a 4-
room brick building ca 1921 donated by Kansas City Southern Railroad to the town in the 
1990s.  The building is listed in the National Register as the Vivian Railroad Station.  It presently 
houses upland southern culture artifacts dating back to the late Nineteenth Century as well as a 
few depot dollies and similar railroad station equipment. The town site designed, developed and 
promoted by the railroad beginning in 1896 with its national register railroad depot, is the ideal 
interpretive center for the railroads and related towns building of that historic era.  To that end 
much needs to be done beginning with its collection and staff development.  Those issues can 
be overcome with a concerted program of museum improvement. 
 
The tramway for one of the historic logging railroads remains in short scattered lengths and is 
quite visible along its historic route but those sites are located deep within the forests of the 
area. It would be possible to gain access for interpretive purposes to one or more of those 
locations after considerable acquisition and development activities. The sawmill site for that 
particular railroad still retains the mill pond and some of the supporting concrete structure for the 
mill itself. 

Petroleum Era: The Louisiana State Oil and Gas Museum in Oil City occupies a new 12,000 
square foot building near Oil City's old railroad depot, donated by Kansas City Southern 
Railroad. ChevronTexaco donated an oil derrick that stands beside the museum, along with 
other early oilfield equipment.  There still stands in other locations steel oil derricks and wooden 
walking beams, or pump jacks, that can viewed in situ. The significance and heritage of energy 
production in Northwest Louisiana is captured at the Louisiana State Oil and Gas Museum in Oil 
City. Exhibits include a variety of early oil-field equipment, a wooden flow-line pipe, an electric 
motor patented in 1899, a steam-driven fluid pump an oil derrick and replica oil-boom buildings.  
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The museum preserves 1911‟s Ferry No. 1 well, one of the world‟s first over-water discovery 
wells. In addition to three historic oil boom town buildings, Oil City‟s original depot and Trees 
City‟s (historic) bank and post office buildings, outdoor exhibits educate and entertains tourists. 

Caddo artifacts are displayed in the building‟s cultural gallery. Miscellaneous artifacts including 
those from Kansas City Southern Railroad are in the depot. The museum continues to be 
dedicated to the history and preservation of northwest Louisiana's natural resources, especially 
its rich oil history, mystical Caddo Lake of Louisiana and Texas, and the people who settled this 
region. It will be the focal point for interpreting the CLHA‟s historic Oil Boom Era. Admission is 
free to the museum located on Land Avenue, the main street of Oil City, two blocks to the east 
of Highway 1. 
 

Conservation, Recreation, and Education Opportunities 
 

In addition to natural and cultural resources, information was collected and addressed that was 
needed to assess outstanding opportunities for conservation, recreation and education. This  
included an analysis of existing public and publicly accessible private open space, recreation 
and heritage education resources, and whether there were potential opportunities to increase 
the level and quality of such resources through heritage area designation.  
  
The Caddo Lake Heritage Area is extremely rich in heritage tourism resources; natural as well 
as extant and historic cultural.  Over 150 sites and historic individuals are listed in the project 
data base as directly associated with Caddo Lake.  Another 62 listings are historic cemeteries.  
Twenty-one sites are listed as close enough to be considered as part of the project area.   
 
The project area has a historic legacy of a Native American homeland, southern plantations, 
subsistence homesteaders, a very active steamboat based and facilitated economy that moved 
agricultural products to markets and brought in settlers, widespread logging and lumbering 
activities, and a railroad town building and transportation economic engine in the early 
Twentieth Century.  All of that was capped by the petroleum industry of the early to mid 1900s 
that sustained and redefined the culture.  That legacy left for the present generation 131 historic 
sites and 15 historic trails some of which evolved into engineered highways and that together 
will form the basis of a heritage tourism industry.  
 
Overlaid on those natural and historic resources is a cultural infrastructure that is presently 
underutilized making it more than sufficient to support heritage interpretation programs.  
Infrastructure is adequate to meet current demands, but is a limiting factor for the support of 
significantly increased level of tourism.  At a minimum, each of the villages has a convenience 
store with gasoline pumps and a post office.  The towns are more developed and located 
among them are medical facilities, overnight lodging, restaurants, police departments, and 
shopping opportunities.  Spanning the CLHA is a well developed and maintained transportation 
infrastructure that will easily facilitate driving tours on the heritage trails and connecting roads to 
historic sites identified in this survey.  Four convenience stores with gasoline are located along 
or very near to TX Hwy. 43.  Only one convenience store with gasoline is located along the 
southern route (TX FM 1999) in the western part of the area.  Four convenience store/filling 
stations are located in Jefferson and many more can be found in Marshall.  Only one marine 
fueling opportunity exists on Caddo Lake for the private boating tourist and that is at historic 
Johnson‟s Ranch at Uncertain.  One fuel stop is located along Big Cypress Bayou, which is at 
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Skeeter‟s Marina. State maintained highways are in excellent condition.  However, county roads 
are, in some cases, only minimally maintained to support heritage touring opportunities.   
 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department water trail from Caddo Lake State Park to Clinton 
Landing could be taken by guide boat, private motorboat, or canoe.  The guided tour trip would 
be classified as Touring.  If the tourist used a private motorboat for the same excursion, the 
Adventurer term would be applied.  The term Explorer would be used to describe a canoe trip to 
the same area.  Use of the Explorer Trail (logging road) through the WMA for access to one of 
two primitive canoe launch points by personal ATV is also possible.      
 

There are issues that must be overcome before heritage tourism as a sustainable activity and 
as an economic development catalyst can be fully realized.  Being able to enter and enjoy 
museums within the Caddo Prairie Historic District is problematic.  The only exception is the 
Louisiana State Oil and Gas Museum in Oil City, which has regular operating hours and is 
compliant with these procedures.  The Crossroads Museum in Gilliam, the Vivian Railroad 
Station Museum and KCS Depot, and the Mini Museum in Mooringsport are rarely found to be 
open.  Each is operated by volunteers who can, with adequate preplanning, be available for 
touring.  Erratic hours of operation discourage tourism and are unacceptable if a viable tourism 
program is to be implemented and sustained.  The root problem is, of course, the lack of 
operating income.  The Vivian Railroad Station Museum and KCS Depot is a good example of 
the problem.  The depot structure, owned by the town, is on the National Register of Historic 
Places, constitutes the city‟s sole heritage site, and houses an excellent collection of displays 
and artifacts of historic upland southern culture.  Yet, the funds are not available to keep the 
structure open even on a part-time basis.  The solution to this situation is public funding (city, 
parish, State of Louisiana) for the long-term management and operation of the existing 
museums in Gilliam, Vivian, and Mooringsport.  Due to its location at nodal and near collateral 
resources, the Mini Museum in Mooringsport should be considered for development and funding 
as a major tourism destination. 
 
No museum or high capacity interpretive resource currently exists at the western end of Caddo 
Lake.  Interest in and discussions for development of two new interpretive centers, Potter‟s 
Point and on property contiguous to Caddo Lake State Park and the Caddo Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge is in the conceptual stage.  A private interest has purchased the Potter home 
site and is currently working with the Caddo Lake Historical Research Committee, Texas 
Historic Commission, and other partners to conduct additional archaeological investigations to 
establish components and extent of the site.  Feasibility for additional acquisition of real estate 
to enable the incorporation of indoor and outdoor interpretation of the people and events that 
shaped a significant portion of Caddo Lake‟s history appears good.  The Uncertain-Karnack 
endeavor represents a major investment by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service in wetland science and public outreach, the interpretation of Native 
American history and culture, and archaeological investigation and interpretation of Port Caddo 
via indoor displays and outdoor trails.   
 
Presently no community in the area is a Main Street town in the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation program.  During the 1990s Vivian participated in the program and significant 
progress was made in revitalizing its historic downtown area.  A main street town is typically a 
tourism attraction in and of itself.  Two communities, Mooringsport because of its 170-year 
history and location on Caddo Lake and Vivian because it was and remains the economic 
center of the area could benefit greatly and serve to increase heritage tourism by becoming 
active main street towns. 
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Public access to the primary water feature, Caddo Lake, is severely limited.  Only two locations 
provide public piers and boat launch and recovery ramps and they are both located very close 
to each other on the southeastern part of the lake.  A fishing guide service is offered on the 
north side of the lake but it doesn‟t provide a public access ramp.  The town of Mooringsport 
constructed and maintains in the town a small boat launch ramp and pier and provides a parking 
area for about a dozen truck/trailer combinations.  Caddo Parish maintains Williamson Park with 
amenities as described earlier in this survey.  There is no south, east or north side public access 
facility on the lake.  A public lake access facility on the north side of the lake near the Hart‟s 
Ferry Bridge on LA Hwy. 2, and perhaps others to be determined, is needed.  Two public boat 
launch ramps maintained by the TPWD are very near to each other.  One is under the foot of 
the TX Hwy. 43 Bridge and the other is at Caddo Lake State Park less than a mile downstream 
by water.  The only marine fuel opportunity on the entire lake is at Uncertain.   
 
TPWD has Texas Recreation Parks Account grants for boating access.  This grant program 
provides 75% matching grant funds for the construction of public boat ramp facilities throughout 
Texas. Local government sponsors must make an application, provide the land, provide access 
to the proposed boat ramp, supply 25% of the development costs, and accept operation and 
maintenance responsibilities for a minimum 25-year period. These funds are allocated annually 
through the federal Sport Fish Restoration Act. The deadlines for this program are June 30th 
and October 31st each year.  The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has a similar 
program with funding from the same federal funding source.   
 
There is presently no way that the Red River Raft Bypass can be interpreted on site.  The 
Twelve Mile Bayou portion of it appears to be capable of supporting small boat and canoe 
traffic.  The Black Bayou portion capability to support interpretation is indeterminate.  
Additionally, there are presently no facilities to launch and recover water craft anywhere on 
either water feature of the bypass. 
 
Landowners are generally skeptical of any government program, which might involve private 
property.  For this reason, potential landowners who may become active participants in heritage 
tourism have been engaged early on.  The September 18 2007 public forum, Balancing Nature 
and Commerce in an Evolving Landscape, targeted strategic planning and land conservation 
strategies for sustainable tourism including conservation easements, federal income tax 
deductions, estate tax benefits, and property tax reductions.  Incentives such as these will need 
to be understood and employed for widespread private involvement.  Another issue is liability for 
the safety and health of tourists while on the landowner‟s property.  Liability insurance is another 
topic for future forums related to public education. 

 

 
Affected Environment Data 

 
Preliminary Socio-Economic Data.  Demographic data for selected communities is presented 
in Appendix 3, Affected Communities. There is no demographic data available for the specific 
study area.  Therefore it is necessary to extrapolate from available data and to use portions of 
that available as being representative of other similar areas.  For example, since Marion County 
Texas is rural and has only one town, Jefferson, its data can be used to represent that part of 
Harrison County Texas that is within the study area after backing out the Jefferson related data. 
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Year 2000 federal census data were used.  As it relates to total populations, indications are that 
the year 2010 census will probably show about a 5% reduction in that parameter. 
 
The following are at best an order of magnitude estimate.  However, they will be used for 
planning purposes and represent a place to start. 
 
Population: People – 33,000 
        Households – 11,000 
        Families – 8,500 
Racial Makeup: Whites – 67% 
     African American – 31% 
Income: Per Capita - $12,869 (National > $46,000) 
   Per Household - $23,547 (National > $42,000) 
   Per Family - $30,779 (National > $50,000) 
Below Poverty Income: Population – 26% 
     Family – 21%  
The per family of four national poverty level income in 2008 was $21,834 and for an individual 
under 65 years of age it was $11,201.  Income levels of persons living in the CLHA are far 
below national averages; the area is both rural and poor.  
 
Transportation Infrastructure. There are no public transportation assets in the CLHA area. 
Vivian has a general aviation airport with a 75x3000 foot asphalt runway and there are grass air 
strips adjacent to both Hosston and Oil City.  Cypress River Airport, which is 3 miles east of 
Jefferson, has a 3200x60 foot asphalt runway with edge lights and a navigation beacon.     
 
There is an extensive and well maintained network of state and parish highways in the eastern 
half of the area.  The western half has a high quality US highway and many quality Texas 
highways, but the county roads in many instances go from blacktop to gravel and then dirt.    
There are many East-West and North-South roads that connect among those many listed. 
 
Eastern Half North - South Highways: LA Highway 1 enters the parish at 3-states (where LA, 
AR, and TX meet) and traverses the western side of the district through Rodessa, Myrtis, Vivian, 
Oil City and South on to Shreveport. 
 
US Highway 71 enters the parish from Arkansas and traverses the rolling hills of the eastern 
side of the area through Ida, Mira, Hosston, and then enters the Red River flood plain and 
passes to the West of Gilliam, Belcher, and Dixie and South on to Shreveport. Construction is 
well underway on Interstate 49 that connects to the Arkansas portion at the Louisiana state line 
near Ida and extends south to Shreveport paralleling US 71.  Some projections indicate its 
availability by the end of 2013. 
 
Caddo Parish (CP) Highway 3049 enters the Red River flood plain from Shreveport in the south 
and leads north through Dixie, Belcher and Gilliam.  The road continuing north from there is the 
Gilliam-Scotts Slough (Caddo Parish 23) and passes just East of Hosston, crosses LA 2 and 
ends at its intersection with the Ida-Missionary Road.  From there, the road leads north to the 
Arkansas state line or to the northwest into Ida. 
 
LA Highway 169 leads from Mooringsport South to Greenwood.  LA Highway 538 begins at LA 
Highway 1 just north of Oil City and leads south through Oil City, Mooringsport, and further 
south to Shreveport.  



 

86 

 

 
An unimproved road begins at Monterey on the LA-TX state line and leads north along the state 
line to its intersection with CP 154, and from that point North for about 4 miles it is asphalt 
surfaced and known as CP 105 or the Cass County Road. 
 
Eastern Half East - West Highways (beginning at AR state line and working south):  LA Highway 
168 begins in Texas as CR 4561 and heads east through Rodessa and on to Ida at its 
intersection with US 71. 
 
The Mira-Myrtis Road, CP 162, begins at the TX state line and leads east to LA Hwy. 1.  From 
there to Mira at its intersection with US 71 the road is referred to as CP 16. 
 
LA Highway 2 begins at the TX state line and leads east through Trees City, Vivian, and 
Hosston, and exits the area to the east at the Red River Bridge.  Louisiana historic preservation 
office has designated the route as the Boom and Bust Byway. LA Hwy. 2 is Hwy. 49 in Texas.  It 
enters from the west and leads through the northern portions of the western half becoming LA 
Hwy. 2 at the state line.  
 
LA Hwy. 170 begins at the TX state line and leads east into Vivian and continues to the 
southeast to its intersection with US 71 at Gilliam.  LA Hwy. 170 passes through Erwin‟s Bluff 
and crosses Black Bayou at Sewell‟s Canal with the historic Indian Agency and Quapaw village 
locations nearby.  
 
CP 530 begins at LA Hwy. 538 just north of Oil City and leads east crossing US 71 and 
terminating at Belcher. 
 
LA Hwy. 169 continues from Mooringsport, but now heading east, to its intersection with US 71 
just north of Dixie. 
 
CP 130, the Mooringsport Latex Road, is TX FM 1999 and becomes CP 130 at the TX state 
line.  It leads east to its intersection with LA Highway 169 south of Mooringsport. 
 
LA Highway 173, from its intersection with LA Highway 538, leads northeast, crosses both LA 
Hwy. 1 and US 71, and terminates at its intersection with CP 3049 at Dixie. 
 
Western Half North – South Highways:  Primary access to the area is via US 59 from Cass 
County on the north leading to Marshall in the south. 
 
TX Hwy. 43 enters from Cass County and leads south passing through Smithland and the TX 
Hwy. 49 intersection, intersects the historic Potter Trace, crosses Big Cypress Bayou, crosses 
FM 134, skirts Uncertain and Karnack and heads southwest to Marshall.  It intersects the 
historic Old Port Caddo Road, a Harrison County road twice-once near Karnack and again 
between Karnack and Marshall. 
 
TX FM 9 originates in Waskom and heads north crossing FM 1999 and terminates at Long Point 
on the south shoreline of Caddo Lake where there is no public access to Caddo Lake. 
 
TX FM 727 starts at TX Hwy. 49 at Gray and leads directly south through the original Robert 
Potter head right to Potter‟s Point and Caddo Lake Estates where it ends.  It provides access to 
the Potter home site and one of the few vistas of the lake in the western half. 
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TX FM 134 on the south side of Caddo Lake heads south from Karnack, bends southwest, 
passes through historic Jonesville and terminates just north of Interstate 20 at its junction with 
US Hwy. 80. 
 
Western Half East – West Highways:  MC 3306 is offset from TX Hwy. 49 by MC 3303 two miles 
west of the TX Hwy. 43/49 intersection at Smithland.  MC 3303 connects to MC 3306-1.2 miles 
north of TX Hwy. 49.  In the 7.3 miles traversed by MC 3306, it passes over 2.4 miles of the 
exact track of the historic Black Bayou Lumber Company tramway, passes over, goes by an 
feature that may prove to be Ames‟ historic store, heads to a vista where Timber Hill, and 
Monterey may be viewed, and connects to MC 3314, which travels south to the historic port of 
Monterey. 
 

    
   

Figure 32 Dangerous Historic Logging Tramway 10 ft Wide Bridge - MC 3306 

        
TX Hwy. 49 enters the district from the west, passes through Jefferson, and heads east to 
Smithland where it crosses TX Hwy. 43.  It provides access to historic assets via MC 4012-4013 
on its north, and MC 3212 to the south and continues on to the Louisiana state line where it 
becomes LA 2.   
 
TX FM 805 provides spur linkage between TX Hwy. 49 and TX Hwy. 43. 
 
TX FM 2198 begins at the intersection of TX Hwy. 43 and FM 134 and travels east past Caddo 
Lake State Park, Pine Island Road (MC 2413), and terminates at Uncertain. 
 
TX FM 1999 originates at the TX FM 134 intersection at Leigh, heads due east to the LA state 
line where it becomes CP 130 in Louisiana. 
 
TX FM 134 originates in Jefferson and flanks Big Cypress Bayou to the south where it intersects 
TX Hwy. 43 near Uncertain-Karnack and continues east toward Caddo Lake. 
 
HC 2116, the Old Port Caddo Road, leads southwest from TX. Hwy. 43 near Karnack and 
connects back to TX Hwy. 43 between Karnack and Marshall. 
Most of the land surrounding Caddo Lake is privately owned.  Exceptions include levee board 
properties, wildlife management areas and government owned parks.  Most of the land is 
heavily forested and stands as natural areas.  There is a sprinkling of small farms and ranches. 
 
Business, Industry, and Tourism.  All manufacturing related business and industrial activities 
in the CLHA are in general classified as a small businesses.  Small is taken here to mean a 
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company having less than 500 employees. In the eastern half of the area one company 
produces and repairs fiberglass boats and another produces a variety of rivets and bolts.  The 
fiberglass company employs less than 200 people and produces an annual revenue of less than 
one million dollars.  TJ Blackburn Syrup Company in Jefferson Texas employs less than 50 
people and produces an annual income of 20-50 million dollars a year. 
 
There are a few hundred small businesses located throughout the area including locally owned 
restaurants, automobile repair and service, insurance agents, convenience stores and a similar 
longer listing that is representative of any small town and rural area in the nation.  There are 
many small companies servicing the petroleum industry. Most have less than 10 employees.  
Jefferson has many tourism related small businesses.  Employee levels are similar to the 
above. 
 
The 1870 census ranked Jefferson second in commerce and industry among all Texas cities. 
Such modern novelties as gas lighting, artificial ice, refrigeration, and soda water were in 
common use by Jefferson's commercial elite. Cotton exports from Jefferson's wharves 
increased from 25,000 bales in 1865 to 76,238 bales in 1872. However, material wealth and 
commercial optimism plummeted during the mid-1870s. Jefferson's unchallenged monopoly 
over the trade of approximately twenty northern Texas counties was broken by the construction 
of two east-west rail routes during the 1870s, linking the Grand Prairie farmlands directly with 
eastern markets. At this point, the flight of capital and skilled labor from Marion County began in 
earnest. Between 1870 and 1880 the county lost 138 businesses and began to resemble more 
nearly the other rural counties contiguous to it. In 1870 urban residents made up 50 percent of 
the county's population, but by 1900 they constituted only 26 percent. During the 1870s and 
1880s the number of farms in the county grew rapidly, from 186 to 1,063, as many of the large 
plantations were broken up and sold or turned over to share croppers. Cotton and corn 
constituted the leading crops, with cattle, swine, and other livestock contributing to the farm 
income. The discovery of oil in 1910 and the subsequent speculation and production that 
followed resulted in an expansion of the county's nonagricultural economy for the first time since 
the 1870s 
 
Jefferson experienced  prosperity throughout the 1970s due to a substantial rise of tourism, 
stimulated by the reconstructed and renovated Jefferson Historic Riverfront District and the 
recreation opportunities offered by Caddo Lake State Park and Lake o' the Pines. This influx of 
tourism caused a boom in the service and retail sectors. By 1983, 67 percent of all employment 
was in this retail and service sector, up 12 percent over the 1964 figure. Though small 
manufacturing establishments remained important to the economic health of the county, their 
share of earnings remained static during the same period. Agriculture and timbering rose slightly 
during the decade. Events like the annual Pilgrimage Celebration, a three-day open-house tour 
of some of Jefferson's more than ninety state-designated historical monuments, homes, hotels, 
and a museum, account for hundreds of thousands of tourist dollars a year in the local 
economy. 
 
There is little tourism in the eastern half of the CLHA.  The Louisiana State Oil and Gas 
Museum in Oil City hosts a few thousand tourists each year. Caddo Parish‟s Williamson Park on 
Caddo Lake at Oil City brings in some tourists each during regional level bass fishing 
tournaments. The annual festivals in some years experience a few thousand participants but 
most are from local areas. Jefferson, in the western half, is a tourist mecca. 
 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/RR/dqr1.html
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Air and Water Quality.  During the past 50 years sporadic ecological monitoring has occurred 
at Caddo Lake by the Texas Natural Resources Conservation Commission, Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U S Army Corps 
of Engineers, U.S. Geological Survey, National Wetlands Research Center, and East Texas 
Baptist University, Wiley College, Stephen F. Austin State University, and Louisiana State 
University in Shreveport, and the Caddo Lake Institute. The only consistent monitoring by 
agencies has been water quality by the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission but 
this is generally done only once per year at only one open water site. 
 
In addition to water quality monitoring, personnel from the National Wetlands Research 
Center and the Institute began a bald cypress monitoring project three years ago. Since the 
1940s Texas Parks and Wildlife Department fisheries personnel have done fish species and 
creel surveys, but due to funding limitations, these are done on an irregular basis. Recently 
annotated checklists for birds, amphibians and reptiles have been prepared for the Caddo Lake 
watershed in Texas and Louisiana. Only in the past several years has an extensive floristic 
study of the lake been done. Botanists from Stephen F. Austin State University identified 450 
species of herbaceous and woody plants in Caddo Lake State Park and Wildlife 
Management Area. 
 

Monitoring of Ramsar wetlands to detect ecological change is recommended by the 
Ramsar Convention calls on contracting parties to support the development of early warning 
systems for detecting, and initiating action in response to change in ecological character of 
Ramsar wetlands. The resolution goes on to require that change in the ecological 
character of a listed site should be assessed against the baseline status presented in the 
Information Sheet on Ramsar Wetlands. This assessment should be linked to the Ramsar 
criterion or criteria fulfilled by the site at the time of Ramsar designation. An effective 
monitoring program is a prerequisite for assessing whether or not a wetland has 
undergone a change in its ecological character, The Ramsar Convention does not specify 
how wetlands are to be monitored but does provide a framework for monitoring. The 
framework consists of a series of logical steps that can be used to design a monitoring 
program based on particular circumstances and needs. Additional guidance concerning 
monitoring requires that if changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring, or are 
likely to occur as a result of technological developments, pollution or other human interference 
are found that the wetland be placed on a list identifying Ramsar sites that are in need of 
corrective action. 
 
Appendix 5, Supporting Charts, presents an Excel spreadsheet for air and water quality ratings 
for the year 2002 for Caddo, Harrison and Marion counties.  Those are the constituent 
counties/parish for the CLHA. The data were extracted from the Scorecard.org web page.  
Scorecard uses more than 400 diverse environmental and demographic datasets and modern 
information processing standards to generate their final data.  Some EPA together with multiple 
authoritative data sources are used and they are cited on the web page.  It is not known if EPA 
recognizes Scorecard as representing authoritative ratings. 
 
For the purpose of this study average data are used as determined by using all the parameters 
for each area of ratings.  For example the six emissions ratings for air pollutants were used to 
determine the average rating for that measure for each county/parish.  
 
In the category of Major Chemical or Waste Generation; for air and water releases: Caddo – 85, 
Harrison -  92, and Marion - 45; for air releases: Caddo – 88, Harrison – 72, and Marion - 42.  
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Using Scorecard.org assessments both Caddo and Harrison are in the top 30% dirtiest counties 
in the country and Marion is below average. 
 
In the category of Air Pollutants (SMOG and Particulates): for emissions: Caddo – 85, Harrison 
– 92, and Marion 43; for Ozone Air Quality: Caddo – 32, and for Harrison – 35.  Marion was not 
rated. Scorecard.org assesses both Caddo and Harrison as being in the top 15% of the dirtiest 
counties in the country and Marion as below average. For emissions both Caddo and Harrison 
are within the cleanest 35% for ozone air quality. 
 
For Hazardous Air Pollutants Caddo was rated at 80%, Harrison 57%, and Marion 27%. Caddo 
was assessed as being in the top 20% of the dirtiest in the country, Harrison in the high average 
category, and Marion in the middle cleanest. 
 
Finally for Superfund Land Contamination Caddo was rated at 35%, Harrison at 52%, and 
Marion at 5%.  Both Caddo and Marion were assessed as being clean and Harrison as being 
average. 
 
Air and water quality data are not available for the specific geographical area defined by the 
present boundaries of the CLHA. As a tourist drives around Caddo Lake in the CLHA, 
transitions are made through each of the counties (generic state governmental subdivision).  
Those borders are abstractions and in the absence of locating data it would not be known which 
county the tourist  was located in at a given time.  It would not be determinant by either 
geography or air or water quality.  The Caddo data are weighted toward the metropolitan area of 
Shreveport-Bossier City where some 275,000 people live and there is a substantial industrial 
and manufacturing base.  Similarly the Harrison County data is driven by the Marshall 
metropolitan area having a population of about 30,000. The area around Caddo Lake in either 
Caddo Parish or Harrison County is not dissimilar anywhere from that of Marion County.   
 
With the preceding observations and assumptions, Marion County data are used to represent 
that for the CLHA. The air and water quality rating for the Caddo Lake Heritage Area is:  
 

Major Chemical or Waste Generation as 44% - 
below national average 

Air Pollutants (SMOG and Particulates) as 
43% - below national average 

Hazardous Air Pollutants as 27% - within the 
30% cleanest in the country 

and Superfund Land Contamination as 5% - 
within the 5% cleanest in the country.   

Figure 33 CLHA Air and Water Quality Ratings 
 

In general the air and water quality within the CLHA is among the cleanest in the country. Single 
value or point measures that are averaged over multiple measures are sometimes troublesome 
and possibly misleading for some.  The reader is referred to Appendix 5 for the data sets. 
 
Continued Economic Activity. Museums and under development, and yet to be developed, 
heritage sites to be used for interpretive programs are located in areas specifically designed for 
those purposes and by design do not or will not interfere with present or envisioned normal 
human and economic activities within the area. Highway, road, and lake traffic due to an 
increased level of tourism in the CLHA due to national recognition would not significantly 
degrade future economic activity. The descriptive data presented earlier show this area to be 
rural and involving little economic expansion activities.  That condition is expected to prevail into 
the year 2030 vision time period for the CLHA. 
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Chapter 5 
Management Alternatives 

 

This chapter defines and discusses a preliminary management plan, alternative management 
approaches, and boundary delineations. 

 
 

The Caddo Lake National Heritage Area (CLNHA) is a vehicle for the people of the area to 
protect and interpret its natural, cultural, scenic, and historic resources. The people, represented 
by local partnerships, are responsible for planning and carrying out the strategies and tasks 
designed to achieve successful resource protection and interpretation.  Heritage areas provide 
the opportunity to pass on the knowledge and culture of the past to the future and provide 
significant opportunities to encourage citizens, local businesses and organizations, and local 
governments to work together to foster a greater sense of community, to reward community 
pride, and to care for their land and culture.  
 
Irrespective of the management alternative chosen, it is imperative that the management entity 
be representative of the many stakeholders, especially the public, throughout the area. The 
organization will be the means whereby local visions and suggestions of how heritage area 
programming may best be implemented and the voice that articulates opportunities for the 
community to better understand the role of a heritage area. Accordingly, in this phase zero of 
developing the Caddo Lake National Heritage Area, a commission is defined as the CLNHA 
management entity.  
 

Management Plan Concept 
 

At this phase zero stage of the evolution of the Caddo Lake Heritage Area designation it is not 
possible to be definitive about most aspects of a management plan. Since the goal is to achieve 
the designation of the Caddo Lake National Heritage Area, then stakeholders should and 
soonest create a commission, or similar body, as outlined below.  It takes years of concentrated 
effort and considerable funding to go from concept to operations. That developmental time 
period is embedded in our Vision 2030.  Initially it may be only an ad hoc organization of all 
volunteers, what better way to demonstrate community commitment, that organizes to create 
the entity, to establish it bylaws, to secure its IRS 501(c)3 not for profit status, and to develop a 
detailed feasibility study including comprehensive management, financial, and business plans.  
From that organizational status to a permanent one would be a small step. 

 
The Caddo Lake Heritage Area (CLHA) Commission 
The commission is the management entity formed to guide heritage area activities.  It will be 
comprised of 10 to 20 members representing  stakeholders across the spectrum from private 
land owners to public entities that intersect in the national heritage area. It will be formed on a 
continuing basis to address, advise, regulate, administer, and coordinate matters within the 
scope of the commission's mandate. All of the commissioners volunteer their time and their 
appointment terms will be three years, after which they can be reappointed or replaced. 
 
When formally constituted it will have the authority to hire people, administer grant programs, 
develop loan programs and set priorities. The commission will develop the Caddo Lake National 
Heritage Area, specifically its mandate is to:  
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1) prepare plans for and assist in the development, improvement, conservation, and 
interpretation of the CLHA so that its cultural heritage is expressed in accordance with its 
national significance,   

 
2) organize, sponsor, and promote public activities and events in the CLHA to enrich its 

cultural and social presence, and 
 

3) coordinate the policies and programs of the CLHA respecting its organization, 
sponsorship, and promotion and to approve its interpretive techniques respecting 
structures and land use as well as changes thereto. Regarding land use, the commission 
has no authority to regulate land or to acquire land using federal funds that may be 
received.  
 

As a minimum, recommendations for commission membership should be solicited from the 
following organizations. They represent the broad spectrum of interests in Caddo Lake and its 
natural and cultural surroundings. If national heritage area status is achieved then the approval 
authority for commission memberships rests with the nation‟s Secretary of the Interior. 
 

Commissioners of 
Harrison and Marion 
Counties Texas and 
Caddo Parish 
Louisiana 

Caddo Lake Clearing 
House  (Uncertain 
Texas, Greater Caddo 
Lake Association of 
Texas, Caddo Lake 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Tourism, Friends of 
the Caddo Lake 
National Wildlife 
Refuge, Caddo Lake 
Institute) 

Marshall Convention 
and Tourist Bureau 

Economic 
Development 
Organizations 

Ramsar Convention 
 

Chambers of 
Commerce 

Louisiana State 
University Shreveport 

The Jeffersonian 
Institute 

The Louisiana Caddo 
Lake Watershed 
Commission 

The Collins Academy 
and Education Center 

The Shreveport 
Bossier Tourism and 
Convention Bureau 

The Town of 
Jefferson Texas 

The Town of 
Mooringsport 
Louisiana 

The Town of Oil City 
Louisiana 

The Town of Vivian 
Louisiana 

Texas and Louisiana 
historic offices 

Texas and Louisiana 
wildlife offices 

Texas and Louisiana 
parks offices 

  

Figure 34 CLHA Stakeholders 
 

It is envisioned that the commission will have a three to five member full time staff that will work 
at the direction of the commission to implement projects and programs in the heritage area.  
Specific staff members will include an Executive Director, a Programs Manager, an Office 
Manager, and others to be determined. 
 
Where the commission will be physically located, its meeting frequency and their locations are 
matters  to be addressed.  That type of detail will be articulated in the commission‟s bylaws. No 
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matter its permanent physical location, where it meets should alternate between appropriate 
locations in both halves of the heritage area. 
 
Plan Components 
Resource Inventory 
Chapter 4, Affected Environment details the development of natural and cultural heritage 
resources that support interpretive themes, integrity determinations of those resources, 
conservation recreation and education opportunities, affected environment data and related 
information. A listing of heritage assets is at Appendix 1. 
 
Vision 
The Caddo Lake Heritage Area (CLHA) is a region in north western Louisiana and north eastern 
Texas where the influences of Native Americans, westward migration, wealthy planters, 
homesteaders, steam boat industry and town building, railroad industry and town building, 
agricultural economy, timber industry, and petroleum industry and town building blended to 
define a unique cultural heritage. The CLHA was on the south western frontier of a young nation 
in 1803 at the time of the Louisiana Purchase.  During the 100 year period beginning in about 
1815 no other area in our nation experienced such diversely similar influences.  Sharing that 
heritage by conservation and interpretation through compelling learning experiences using the 
facilities of local museums, historical societies, heritage sites, heritage land and water trails, and 
cultural centers, visitors of all ages gain a meaningful understanding of the region‟s national 
importance. The vision is detailed in chapter7.   
 
Mission 
This feasibility study of the  Proposed Caddo Lake National Heritage Area (CLHA)  was initiated 
to determine first if it is a nationally significant heritage area, and second to identify and evaluate 
alternatives for managing, preserving, and interpreting nationally important cultural and historic 
landscapes, sites, and structures existing on, under, and around Caddo Lake, its tributaries 
Cypress Bayou and James Bayou in Texas and Louisiana and Black and Red Bayous and the 
historic Soda, Shifftail, and Clear Lakes in Louisiana.   
 
One use of the study will provide stakeholders, public and private, with information about the 
resources in the study area and how they relate to criteria for designation of a national heritage 
area. This study identifies, analyzes, and documents the heritage assets, natural and cultural, 
both extant and historic, as well as the recreational and scenic resources on and fronting 
Cypress and James Bayous and the Lakes as listed above and which are located within the 
Texas counties of Harrison and Marion, and Louisiana‟s Caddo Parish. 
 
Themes 
Interpretive themes are discussed in Chapter 3. They are the organizing framework within which 
interpretation of related natural and cultural resources is conducted. They are the bridges to 
increased public understanding of the importance of the region and its theme-related resources. 
Themes were derived from the analysis of the region‟s contributions to our national heritage. 
They represent the broad stories that integrate the collection of individual resources so that they 
may be viewed within the context of the whole. Our theme structure enables residents and 
visitors to understand the region‟s overall contributions to our national heritage and the 
elements that enabled them to occur. The elements include, among many other factors, natural 
and cultural resources, important events or decisions and the roles of specific places, people, 
social movements, beliefs, folkways and traditions. 
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Target Audience 
The primary target audience for nature and heritage tourism is the 78 million travelers born 
between 1946 and 1964 known as the Baby Boomers.  A recent study by the Association for 
Travel Marketing Executives presents attributes of this demographic group:  
 

 Baby Boomers consider travel a necessity, not a luxury;  

 Traveled more than their predecessors;  

 Time deprived; Like creature comforts;  

 See themselves as forever young; and they  

 Want to have fun, and are willing to pay for luxury, expertise and convenience. 
 
The study indicates that the Baby Boomers travel for more than any other demographic group, 
taking over 268 million trips in 2003, and the opportunity to capitalize on them spans a 20-25 
year period.  Baby Boomers spend a large portion of their two trillion dollar annual income at 
special destinations that are new to them where they welcome novelty and change.  Baby 
Boomers favor consuming over traditional goods and services and travel for experiences.  They 
seek active engagement with authentic culture, foods, and crafts and conduct extensive 
planning for sight-doing rather than site-seeing. 
 
Another more recent study by the Travel Industry Association of America looked into future 
consumer expectations of travel suppliers and identified children of Baby Boomers as a future 
target group.  Important attitudes about Baby Boomers and their children, known as Generation 
X, may be summarized from Geotourism: The New Trend in Travel.   
 

 A majority of American travelers feel that travel is the natural right of all people and more 
than one third believe that travel promotes world peace and understanding.  The vast 
majority of American travelers enjoy traveling within the United States, with 89 percent 
saying many destinations in this country appeal to them.  

 Nearly three quarters of all travelers claim that it is important to them that their visit does 
not damage the environment.  This is not surprising, since most travelers (73%) place a 
high importance on a clean, unpolluted environment when they take a leisure trip.  Most 
American travelers (80%) highly value outstanding scenery as well.  Authenticity is also 
important to travelers.  Many (61%) believe their experience is better when their 
destination preserves its natural, historic, and cultural sites. 

 The majority of travelers are ready to act to preserve and protect natural sites.  Nearly 
91 million travelers (59%) support controlling access to and/or more careful regulation of 
public lands in order to help preserve and protect the environment.  

 The majority of American travelers show some concern for and sensitivity about the 
environment in general.  Most travelers believe that people must live in harmony with 
nature in order to survive (71%). 

 When the travel dollars of these environmentally-oriented consumers are aggregated on 
a per capita basis, this group of American travelers can have a huge, positive impact on 
travel industry revenues.  The environment is top priority when making decisions about 
travel. 

 More than half of the traveling American public consider it important to experience or 
learn about cultures other than their own when they travel.  For example, 89 million 
(58%) view travel as an opportunity to try local foods or cuisine, and 54 percent say that 
it gives them the chance to explore off the beaten path hotels and places frequented by 
locals. 
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 Authenticity is a primary theme when examining travelers wants and needs.  Four in ten 
(41%) travelers say their experience is better when they can see and do something 
authentic.  In addition, half of all travelers prefer to experience the local culture (49%) 
and support local businesses (49%) at their destinations. 

 Travelers‟ positive attitudes about culture and history extend to the activities they choose 
to do at home and while traveling.  Furthermore, one-half (50%) of all travelers say they 
eat in ethnic/specialty restaurants in their local area, and nearly as many attend 
community festivals and ethnic celebrations (45%).  Many (44%) like to read 
books/magazines or watch movies/videos about history and culture. 

 Nearly half of all travelers support controlling access to historic sites so that they may be 
preserved and protected.  Significantly large numbers of American travelers are 
interested in history and culture, as reflected in their beliefs and local area activities.  For 
example, the majority of American travelers believe that it is important that future 
generations know and pass on our nation‟s history (85%).  Also, 48 percent of travelers 
support controlling access to historic sites so that these sites can be preserved and 
protected. 

 
According to Geotourism: The New Trend in Travel, 55.1 million Americans can be classified as 
“sustainable tourists” or “Geotourists.”  The travel habits of three Geotourist segments, Geo-
savvys, Urban Sophisticates, and Good Citizens, are guided by a high awareness of the world 
around them.  These travelers have ceaseless expectations for unique and culturally authentic 
travel experiences that protect and preserve the ecological and cultural environment.  These 
groups are demographically different, but all have strong geotourism inclinations. 
 
Geo-savvys are young, well-educated, and environmentally aware travelers.  They are the 
children of Baby Boomers.  One in four Geo-savvys is under age 35, giving this market segment 
an adventurous flair.  Half of Geo-savvys live in large cities, and one in four lives in the Pacific 
region.  Many Geo-savvys are affluent, although most young Geo-savvys have not yet reached 
the peak earning years.  When it comes to travel, Geo-savvys show a distinct preference for 
destinations with authentic historic sites, different cultures, and educational experiences. Of all 
the geotourism segments, Geo-savvys are most likely to be aware of practices to preserve the 
environment of destinations.  
  
Urban Sophisticates are the most affluent travelers with strong preferences for the cultural and 
social aspects of travel.  This segment‟s affluence is reflected in its demographic profile.  These 
travelers are highly educated and are the most likely to hold executive, managerial, or 
professional occupations.  Over half (56%) of Urban Sophisticates live in large urban areas and 
one in five lives in second-tier cities.  Not surprisingly, Urban Sophisticates‟ affluence and 
cultural affinity have a strong effect on their travel preferences.  The majority of Urban 
Sophisticates (67%) prefer high quality accommodations with excellent facilities and fine dining.  
They also tend to seek destinations that offer authentic historic sites (73%) and cultural/arts 
events or attractions (74%).  Most Urban Sophisticates prefer trips where they can explore 
historic and charming towns and locations (86%). 
 
Good Citizens, while older and less sophisticated, are socially-conscious travelers.  Good 
Citizens‟ demographic profile reflects an older, but wiser set with an element of affluence.  Along 
with Urban Sophisticates and Geo Savvys, Good Citizens are well educated.  Four in ten Good 
Citizens (41%) have annual household incomes above $75,000.  What distinguishes Good 
Citizens is a heightened level of cultural and environmental awareness in their everyday lives.  
Good Citizens are more likely than any other group to make donations to historic, cultural and 
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educational organizations.  Similarly, this group is also most likely to buy from companies that 
donate to charities (52%) and from companies that make an effort to preserve and protect the 
environment (47%).  When it comes to travel, Good Citizens are likely to carry this affinity with 
them. Many Good Citizens (70%) support controlling access to public lands in order to better 
preserve them. 
 
Goals 
The obvious and immediate goal is to establish the Caddo Lake Heritage Area as a viable and 
functional vehicle to conserve and interpret its natural and cultural heritage. The first step 
toward accomplishing that goal can be accomplished by the implementation of this management 
plan for this phase zero activity.  Our vision statement indicates that by 2030 the goal is to be 
one of the this country‟s national heritage areas. 
 
Once established the goal is to have a significant number of annual visitors visiting this area and 
sharing in its heritage. While significant is an ambiguous concept, numerical goals will come 
with detailed definition and visitor experience as we move to that 2030 vision. 
 
Strategy 
The mission, heritage resources, vision, themes, goals, and target demographic have been 
identified. Our concept of conservation through interpretation involves a digital interface with the 
cyber world for virtual tours, historical markers using both interpretive kiosks for closely grouped 
historic sites and individual signs at isolated historic sites, a series of historic land and water 
based trails, the use of extant museums and similar facilities, and way finding and identifying 
signs to enable both self guided and guided interpretive tours. The development of those 
methods will be prioritized with scheduling and funding alternatives. 
 
Business Plan  
A business plan will be developed  that  describes the role, operation, financing and functions of 
the local coordinating entity and of each of the major activities contained in the management 
plan. It will also provide sufficient justification that the management entity has the partnerships, 
and financial and other resources necessary to implement the management plan for the 
National Heritage Area. 
 
Conservation and Interpretation Program Concept 
There is a considerable body of natural and cultural heritage information available from the 2007 
study from which a definitive concept of interpretation is addressed. That study also articulated 
a phased program to get there, some of that is presented herein. This interpretation program 
concept outlines a future definitive plan. 
 
The following components create solid a foundation for building a comprehensive and 
sustainable conservation and interpretation program.  They are actions to be completed in the 
short term upon which will be built the full interpretation program. 

 Development of a high-value Caddo Lake Heritage Area Website, 

 Acquisition and use of State heritage/preservation designations, 

 Interpretation using technology and conventional methods, 

 Technology use for marketing and advertising, and 

 Linkage of formal and informal education activities. 
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In the long-term, plans include the development, including signage, of all historic land trails, 
historic water trails, additional boating access, and a new canoeing trail.  Technology to deliver 
marketing, educational, and interpretive messages is essential.  By using the heritage of the bi-
state region as a context for education, the plan links the bi-state region to a national spotlight 
that will be trained on Caddo Lake‟s unique heritage.  
 
Interpretive Method 
Given the wide dispersion of heritage assets, the self-guided category interpretive method is 
best suited to the Caddo Lake heritage area.  Media for that purpose should include but not be 
limited to wayside exhibits, interpretive signs, kiosks, brochures, self-guided trails, auto tours, 
cell phone tours, and Geographic Positioning System (GPS) tours.  The marketing, advertising, 
and interpretive obstacles linked to the lack of artifacts and structures on the landscape can be 
overcome by using the power of technology.  Specifically, a Geographical Information System 
(GIS) that is coupled with Computer Graphic Imaging (CGI), and a Graphical User Interface 
(GUI) can be utilized to recreate the heritage tourism sites, people, and events that comprise 
the Caddo Lake story.   
 
Reenactments superimposed with animation can vividly display significant events such as Billy 
Browning piloting the Monterey to its initial landing at Williams Bluff, the attempted escape of 
Robert Potter from his antagonists, or the burning of the Mittie Stephens. Establishing a high-
value Caddo Lake Heritage Website should be the most important, and most urgent, objective 
of the first phase of our interpretation program.  This broad approach, which is driven by cutting-
edge communications technology, will fulfill the marketing promise that the visitor to Caddo Lake 
will make a connection to certain eras, events and individuals of historic note either before they 
arrive or upon arrival. 
 
Broadband Backbone or Trunk Network 
The functionality of the Caddo Lake Heritage Website is dependent upon its connection to a 
very high speed, dedicated, fiber optic broadband trunk.  For it to operate seamlessly in all 
projected operations, transmission capacities into and from the system servers must be 
uninterrupted, fast, and large.  The role of satellites as part of the backbone network may 
appear attractive, but their capacity is limited as compared to fiber.  Point-to-point microwave 
transmission for “last mile” delivery is also an option, especially if towers and other infrastructure 
can be shared with cellular and broadcast operators.  The major limitations of microwaves are 
the availability of spectrum and its susceptibility to adverse weather conditions. 
 
Gaining an accurate picture of available broadband network capacity is complicated by the 
commercial sensitivity of the information, and by the large amount of “dark fiber” in the 
networks.  Potential but unused capacity exceeds the capacity in use on existing networks.  The 
central problem facing deployment of the Caddo Lake Heritage Website and its uses for 
research, marketing and remote self-guided interpretation is the lack of sufficient unshared 
spectrum that is suitable for two-way broadband.  As this problem is overcome by future work, 
the CLHA can build out its own backbone network and resell bandwidth to customers.  This 
service to the commercial sector may enable the dominant interpretive effort of the CLHA to be 
self-sustaining. 
 
Cell Phone Interpretation and Advertising 
Museums and heritage sites across the country are using pre-recorded cell phone messages for 
on-demand, location-based interpretation along the pathway of self-guided tours.  Accentuating 
the value and acceptance by both the touring public and heritage facility managers, the 
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American Association of State and Local History has endorsed a commercial provider‟s 
products for this service.  Heritage facility management provides the narrative, tourists place a 
call to a telephone number specified for the feature to be interpreted, and the vendor transmits 
the audio to the tourist‟s receiver.  Audio content can be added, deleted, or modified at any time.  
Monthly usage fees are typically $175 to the facility. 
 
In 1996, the Federal Communications Commission ruled that wireless carriers must help 911 
dispatchers identify a caller‟s location.  While Americans are finally using cell phones for more 
than calling, technology companies are now making preparations for providing a phones‟ 
location information to commercial services and advertisers.  Since last summer‟s release of the 
Apple Inc. iPhone, which unleashed an era of bigger screens and friendlier interfaces for mobile 
Web browsing, advertisers are beginning to experiment with mobile ads.  With a boom in GPS 
devices and location services like maps and child tracking, advertisers want to take advantage 
of location information.  Industry trade group committees are now developing guidelines 
including how to properly acquire a customer‟s permission and periodically remind them of any 
tracking.  Caddo Lake heritage tourism advertisements to cell phone customers entering the bi-
state region could be a short-term reality. 
 

Audio Interpretation Via GPS Device 
Similar to the way recorded cell phone messages may be used for automated interpretation of 
sites and features, hand-held and automobile mounted GPS receivers may be activated by the 
satellite navigation system for synthesized voice messaging.  Manufacturers of GPS devices 
have developed a method of creating such messages in many languages and dialects.  This 
audio is activated from a memory card attached to the GPS receiver as the unit approaches any 
combination of valid location coordinates.  This means of delivery is dependent on connectivity 
to the orbiting satellites, which can be interrupted by dense cloud or canopy cover.  Memory 
cards can carry a large number of messages related to sites and features and tourism amenities 
such as locations of restaurants, tour guides, and convenience stores.                      
 
Caddo Lake Heritage Area Website 
Establishing a Caddo Lake Heritage Website is the most important, and highest priority 
objective of the interpretation plan. The Caddo Lake Heritage Website will be designed around 
the principle of telling stories that take the visitor into any of the great number of narratives 
about people, eras, events, and so forth that together make up the history of Caddo Lake.  The 
website will thoroughly document the human imprint on the land that created the cultural 
landscape, a setting comprised of natural, cultural, social, and economic components that 
reflect a complex and continuous interrelationship between people and the land.  It will be 
powerful and capable of providing sophisticated mapping, graphics, and streaming video.   
 
In addition to a general narrative, which will be a master story that touches briefly on all major 
elements of the Caddo Lake History Time Line, website visitors will be able to select detailed 
narratives that follow specific topics.  For example, one narrative might be the history of 
navigation on the lake.  Another might be the history of plantation culture, and another the 
Robert and Harriet Potter Ames story.  The railroad era, the petroleum era, residents of mixed 
Caddo and African American ancestry, Monterey, Old Port Caddo, the burning of the Mittie 
Stevens and other topics might also have narratives of their own. 
 
Just as footnotes support the authenticity and provide sources for stories told in printed text, 
Caddo Lake Heritage Area narratives will each be supported by photographs, videos, maps, 
graphics, and other supporting materials.  Links to these deeper layer streams will be apparent 
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at appropriate places as the visitor progresses through a narrative.  A website visitor will be able 
to choose from a large menu of narratives and go as deep into resource material supporting that 
narrative as desired. 
 
The Caddo Lake Heritage Area Website will include, among other components, data bases that 
support the features listed below.  Elements will be tagged to appear at key places in History 
Time Line Narratives. 
 

Maps, using layering techniques. 

 History timelines 

 Road tours of interest, classified as Touring, Adventurer, and Explorer. 

 Water trails, with variety of start/end options, and classified as follows: 
Explorer (kayak and canoe) 
Adventurer (private power boat) 
Touring (guided tours) 
Steamboat routes 
Photographs. 

 Historic photos of known people, places, objects & events 

 Historic photos of general interest 

 Photos of contemporary residents 
Oral histories. 
Video, audio & text 
Virtual tours of historic locations 
Virtual tours of recommended heritage trails 
Water trails & road trails 
Mini-seminars/interviews with experts on subjects of interest 

 Jacques Bagur on steamboats, Sam Collier on Caddo Prairie, Sue Lazara on Robert 
Potter, Jeff Girard on Mounds Plantation, Jim Ingold on birding, Paul Miliotis on 
insects of Caddo Lake 

Interviews with residents 
Other streaming videos of persons, places, events or activities of interest. 

 
The Caddo Lake story encompasses a very large amount of information about a variety of 
historical attributes.  The market for heritage tourism is a collection of Baby Boomer and 
Generation X niche markets, groups of people who have specific interests.  Most heritage 
related travel is facet specific.  That is, people are more likely to travel because of an interest in, 
say, steamboat history, than for “history in general.”  Target audiences for appeals to heritage 
travel will in nearly every case be identified by facet specific interests. 
 
The website will make it possible to make the large body of information covering the many 
facets of Caddo Lake history available to the target demographic.  Once the website is 
established, advertising and other marketing communications to these audiences can make an 
appeal to their specific interests and reference the website where potential visitors can be drawn 
to narratives and information that will stimulate them to travel to the area. 
 
Education Program 
Education refers to all educational activities in formal and informal settings.  This definition 
applies to interpretive as well as instructional endeavors involving all media and modes of 
delivery.  Heritage and nature tourism interpretation represent informal educational actions.  
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Education is also closely associated with the marketing and technology plans.  Education 
involving and impacting public school systems and higher education naturally interconnect to 
and support the marketing and technology use plan and heritage trail interpretation.  Such 
connections are briefly described. 
 
Some study team members previously worked with statewide and regional initiatives aimed at 
changing instruction to produce improved academic performance by all students.  If schools and 
students are to meet the expectations of high-stakes accountability measures now being 
employed by all states, students must become deeply engaged with the process and see 
success.  Contemporary practice is little more than drill-and-kill preparation for state mandated 
tests.  This approach produces results that look like learning, but the fractured curriculum does 
not include the depth of meaningful experiences necessary for the accumulation and transfer of 
knowledge required for creation of the critical thinking and problem-solving skills.  When 
subjected to such practice, teachers and students become burned out.   
 
Real-world learning applied to community-based issues and problem resolution can make 
learning meaningful and engage all students.  When aligned with educational standards, this 
approach improves academic performance and draws the community together.  The 
environment is used as the integrating context whereby students and teachers work together in 
multi-disciplinary teams to define problems, conduct research, amass and analyze data, draw 
conclusions, and report findings.  Critical thinking and problem-solving becomes standard 
operating procedure.  The findings are important to students and their communities and the 
answer to the “why” question becomes obvious.  Teachers become energized and students are 
excited about learning and have fun. 
 
Our educational plan brings together experts from the natural sciences and bonds them to 
teams of students and teachers to conduct meaningful field research that contributes to the 
knowledge base.  The inquiry approach is used to pose questions of importance and to answer 
these questions using critical thinking and problem-solving in a team setting.  A draft proposal to 
a possible funding source was designed during a past program for the Integration of Science 
Education and Environmental Research at Caddo Lake (I-SEERCL).  This professional 
development program was designed to associate toxicological and environmental science 
investigations at Caddo Lake with science teachers, their students, and communities.   
 
Knowledge gained will help define and protect the environmental health of the Caddo Lake 
system, improve preventive health measures taken by public agencies and the citizenry, and 
begin to establish an inquiry-based paradigm for teaching and learning in bi-state area public 
schools using the natural environment of Caddo Lake as the integrating context.  Teams of 
learners composed of science teachers, university professors, public agency experts, and a 
supporting science specialist engage in two-year cohorts to conduct research and to develop, 
align, and integrate curricula.  Data from the research is posted to the project web site as are 
the finished curriculum documents.  In a cohort‟s second year of the program, public agency 
experts accompany student-teacher groups on field surveys at remote study sites at or near 
Caddo Lake.  The study sites will be located on both sides of the state line.  The science 
specialist makes school visits, helps with curriculum integration, and augments the work of the 
associated agency experts.  Financial incentives and teacher learning forums help make the 
effort sustainable.   
 
I-SEERCL was created as a blueprint for the design of a social studies professional 
development institute for teachers of the bi-state project area‟s public schools.  It would form 
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teams of learners from universities, public agencies, and public schools to address issues 
related to identification, valuation, documentation, and preservation of heritage resources.  The 
history institute would involve the same processes as the environmental science institute, but 
deliver information important to the development of theme storylines.  History students would 
find these topics to be meaningful because they would be creating factual stories based on their 
own history.         
 
The I-SEERCL model may also be employed to enable environmental science field trip 
opportunities for nature tourists and adventure travelers by providing trained docents/guides, 
scientific expertise, access to remote study sites, scientific protocols and monitoring equipment, 
and the option to upload valid sampling results to the associated scientific database of the 
heritage web site.  Similar active, hands-on linkages of tourists with cultural resources could be 
developed to utilize the heritage-based resources of the Caddo Lake region to create a type of 
tourism that emphasizes the distinctiveness of the locale and that benefits visitors and residents 
alike.  When destinations highlight the things that make them special, it not only draws more 
tourists, it also helps the local community appreciate its own uniqueness.  That, in turn, 
motivates locals to preserve the cultural or natural resources that keep tourists coming.           
 
Historic Sites, Historic Land Trails, and Historic Water Trails  
The cultural historic assets listed in appendices 6, 7, and 8 respectively were identified in the 
2007 study as having sufficient significance and integrity for use in cultural heritage tourism 
programs identified at that time. That program identified those sites for distinctive marking. 
Those are the resources that will be further screened using the criterion of direct support of the 
themes identified in chapter 3 and the CLHA‟s national significance. Those appendices listings 
are divided by which side of the CLHA, eastern half in Louisiana or western half in Texas, in 
which the markers will be located. Markers including individual ones and kiosks that group more 
than one historic site for interpretive purposes are identified. 
 
The list is extensive, particularly for historic sites, and further paring will be required before a 
final set is identified. That will be accomplished in a larger effort that will not only accomplish 
that but it will also prioritize the marker and kiosk development program elements and include 
schedules and funding requirements. Marker and kiosk designs will be developed as a part of 
that effort. 
 
The following is representative of a correlation matrix that will be developed as a first step in 
defining the marker and kiosk development program that will relate historic resource elements to 
interpretive themes. Some of the resources will relate to multiple themes. For example, not only 
do the resources reflective of the Petroleum Era demonstrate the massive peopling of the area 
but they also clearly demonstrate how local natural resources were exploited as well as how 
that motivated  the development of the local economy. 
 

The matrix demonstrates how the categories of the heritage assets inventory support the 
interpretive themes. Each asset category will contain a list of specific assets having interpretive 
value integrity. A fully articulated matrix developed similar to the following sample will list 
specific historic assets for each interpretive theme. The historic resources so determined will 
directly relate to the national significance of the CLHA. 
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         Interpretive Theme and Historic Resource Correlation Matrix   

  Interpretive Themes 
 

Historic Resources Category 

Peopling Places: 
     

  

  
Migration from outside and 
within 

 
Native American Villages   

  
     

Timber Hill Site 

  
    

Port of Jefferson   

  
    

LA Oil and Gas Museum Resources 

  
Encounters, conflicts, and 
Colonization Moderator Regulator War-Robert Potter 

  
     

Potter Home Site 

  
      

  

Expressing Cultural Values: 
    

  

  Folklore 
     

  

  
      

  

Developing the American Economy: 
   

  

  
Distribution and 
Transportation 

 
Steamboat Era Ports   

  
     

Monterey   

  
    

Historic Land Trails   

  
    

                 Road to Caddo Prairie 

  
      

  
Creating Social Institutions and 
Movements: 

   
  

Recreational Activities 
    

  

  
      

  

Shaping the Political Landscape: 
    

  

  Military Activities 
  

Historic Water Trails   

  
     

Caddo Prairie Bypass 

  
      

  

Transforming the Environment: 
    

  

  
Manipulating the 
Environment 

 
Upland Southern Culture 

  and its Resources  
  

Petroleum Era Resources 

                
Figure 35 Interpretive Theme Historic Resource Correlation Matrix 

  
 

Funding Discussion 
The salary of the Caddo Lake Heritage Area (CLHA) Commission full time staff of three to five 
individuals, together with administrative facilities leasing and other overhead considerations are 
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cost components that will be identified. Significant funding requirements will be determined by 
completion of the marker and kiosk development program. It is beyond the scope of this phase 
zero program element to present a financial plan.  There are too many unknowns at this time 
and any effort would be fraught with gross assumptions that would without a doubt be 
eliminated during the development of  comprehensive financial plan. 
 
Conceptually a five-year financial plan will demonstrate the ability of program management to 
meet federal matching requirements that may become available upon NHA designation and to 
be able to leverage federal funding with other potential financial resources. The plan will include 
estimates of funds to be made available by the management entity, state or local contributions, 
and potential funding by private interests; foundations, corporations and other organizations. 
The portion of federal funds anticipated to be used for matching grants to local organizations will 
be estimated, as well as any corresponding matching funds to be provided by grantees. At this 
stage in the evolution of our heritage area, how funds will be specifically expended is not known. 

 

 
Management Alternatives 

 

Three management alternatives are discussed. An analysis of the positive and negative impacts 
of each alternative is addressed in chapter 8.   
 
Do Nothing: The first is the status quo or do nothing alternative. Choosing this alternative is 
always a choice for any decision ever made or to be made. Failure to bring the heritage area 
under formal administration at some level may have unintended consequences if other entities; 
economic, industrial, legislative, or heritage related, take physical actions affecting in a negative 
way the identified heritage resources and their conservation and interpretive value. If this option 
is chosen, then our work is done. 
 
Consortium CLHA: The second alternative involves some combination of local, state or regional 
entities administrating and operating the heritage area, independent of a federal NHA 
designation. Within this alternative other types of heritage partnerships, trails, or other NPS 
assisted or unassisted endeavors are possible alternatives.  
 
A type partnership with this management alternative could involve many of the stakeholders 
previously stated together with state historic preservation offices and regional tourism bureaus. 
Some funding to support this option could come from state, county (parish) and the committed 
tourism offices.  In this alternative, likely funding sources and the potential for resource 
protection, interpretive programming and other potential outcomes will be described.  
 
CLNHA :The third management alternative is NHA designation. The analysis of this alternative 
will include a description of the likely increases in funding and potentials for resource protection, 
interpretive programming and other positive or negative results of designation.  
 
This preliminary feasibility study has as its intent the provision of the sufficient justification or 
rationale for the near term development of a management structure and the full development of 
management, business and related plans so that the designation of the Caddo Lake Heritage 
Area as a national resource results.  This study documents background and supporting 
information necessary to complete the final steps; management plan development, impacts 
assessments, and NHA criteria conformance, of a formal feasibility study. 
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Boundary Delineations 
 
Guidelines: Heritage area boundaries delineations will encompass the physical area that 
includes resources with integrity that relate directly to the potential themes developed in chapter 
3. There is no requirement that the physical heritage area be large enough to include all 
heritage resources in the inventory.  A strategic or representative assemblage of resources that 
enables residents and visitors to fully understand how the region has contributed to the national 
story and that offers opportunities for additional resource protection is the goal.  
 
Boundary alternatives may be developed that provide (1) the core resources necessary for a 
successful heritage area or (2) the core plus additional resources that may significantly add to 
public understanding and foster additional opportunities for resource protection. As with other 
aspects of this study, public involvement in the delineation and evaluation of alternative 
boundaries are an important element in this determination.  
 
The CLHA‟s geographical limits will be finalized after coordination with all stakeholders, public 
and private. County or state boundaries, watershed boundaries, and geographic – river or 
bayou corridors are some ways to define boundaries. Since most historic events do not fall 
within existing municipal or state lines, interpretive themes will in the main determine which 
towns and counties (parishes) to include in the Caddo Lake Heritage Area. 
 

Figure 36 Navigable Waters ca 1830 

 
CLHA Boundary Alternatives: The preceding graphic depicts the absolute minimum definition of 
the geographical area for the CLHA.  It includes the natural resources of the river, bayous and 
lakes that formed the basis for the first non-Native American Historic Era of the region, the 
Steamboat Era. If two lines are drawn, one at the top of the graphic beginning at the Red River 
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and ending to the left of the Cypress Bayou notation and another similar line is drawn at the 
bottom of the graphic also from the Red river to where it intersects the first line at the Cypress 
Bayou notation, an arrowhead is implied pointing to the left or west toward the interior of Texas. 
Pointing to the west is descriptive of how the peopling of this area ultimately became a transitory 
phenomenon that resulted in many moving west when each historic era ended. The area within 
the arrowhead abstraction represents the first CLHA boundary delineation. 
 

 
Figure 37 CLHA 2007 Study CLHA Boundary Definition 

 

The first alternative was exclusive of many of the historic assets discussed in this study. In the 
foregoing, an expanded area was defined that corrected that deficiency and retained at its core 
the navigable waters of the CLHA.  Both delineations crossed county and state lines to account 
for encompassing the historic assets that interpret the CLHA‟s significant contribution to the 
nation‟s heritage.  
 
Other alternatives will be defined, most will be similar to the 2007 definition.  If the delineation 
grows much larger than that depicted it begins to include geography that was not within the 
study area and therefore no additional interpretive value is gained using the historic assets 
inventory already completed. The final delineation will be determined and it together with the 
alternatives decision process will be documented in the future formal feasibility study. 
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Chapter 6  
Application of Interim National Heritage Area Criteria 

 

This chapter presents the status of the conformance of the CLNHA program with the ten NPS 
interim criteria, discusses conformance for each criterion and evaluates the potential for 

heritage area Designation 
 

This preliminary feasibility study, or Phase Zero, has as its intent the provision of the sufficient 
justification or rationale necessary for the near term development of a management structure 
and the full development of management, business and related plans so that the designation of 
the Caddo Lake Heritage Area as a national resource results.  This study documents the 
background and supporting information necessary to complete the final chapters of a formal 
feasibility study; management plan development and impacts assessments.  
  
The conformance of the Caddo Lake Heritage Area feasibility study with the 10 NPS interim 
criteria is therefore being made of a program definition that is incomplete but it is one that has 
made significant progress. It is therefore known that not all criteria are satisfied before any 
evaluation is made.   
 

Criteria Application 
 

Evaluation 
Following is an evaluation of the conformance of the identified heritage assets within their 
Caddo Lake area geographical and cultural context together with the management structure 
defined for their conservation and interpretation with the ten interim criteria established by the 
National Park Service to determine if the Caddo Lake Heritage Area represents a unique and 
nationally important landscape worthy of national heritage area designation. 
 
Based on data researched, collected, analyzed, and collated and the information derived during 
this preliminary feasibility study, the Caddo Lake National Heritage Area presently conforms 
with about 70% of the interim criteria established by the National Park Service for heritage area 
designation. That evaluation is made relative to the present phase zero development status of 
the heritage area.    
 
At this phase zero stage of the evolution of the Caddo Lake Heritage Area designation it is not 
possible to be definitive about most aspects of a management plan. Since the goal is to achieve 
the designation of the Caddo Lake National Heritage Area, then stakeholders should and 
soonest create a commission, or similar body, as outlined in Chapter 5.  It takes years of 
concentrated effort and considerable funding to go from concept to operations. That 
developmental time period is embedded in our Vision 2030.  Initially it may be only an ad hoc 
organization of all volunteers, what better way to demonstrate community commitment, that 
organizes to create the entity, to establish it bylaws, to secure its IRS 501(c)3 not for profit 
status, and to develop a detailed feasibility study including comprehensive management, 
financial, and business plans.  From that organizational status to a permanent one would be a 
small step. 
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NHA Criteria    Caddo Lake National Heritage Area 

Cultural Assets Combine to Define 
Distinctive Heritage Area Requiring 
Heritage Management Processes 

 

Area Reflects Traditions, Customs, Beliefs, 
and folk Life Valuable to the National Story 

 

Area Provides Opportunities to Conserve 
Cultural Assets and Scenic Features 

 

Area Provides Recreational and 
Educational Opportunities 

 

Resources Supporting Themes Retain 
Sufficient Interpretation Integrity 

 

Conceptual Financial Plan Outline 
Stakeholder Roles and Support 

 

Management and Supporting Governmental 
Entities Committed to Development 

 

Proposal Supports Continued Economic 
Activity 

 

Conceptual Boundary Map Publically 
Supported 

 

Management Plan Described  
Figure 38 CLNHA – NPS Criteria Conformance 

 

Discussion 
Criterion 1:  An area has an assemblage of natural, historic, or cultural resources that together 
represent distinctive aspects of American heritage worthy of recognition, conservation, 
interpretation, and continuing use, and are best managed as such an assemblage through 
partnerships among public and private entities, and by combining diverse and sometimes 
noncontiguous resources and active communities. 
 
The Caddo Lake area was home to the Caddo Native Americans at the time of  European and 
American discoveries of the area.  In a rare show of  fairness in its dealing with Native 
Americans, the American government recognized the Caddo sovereignty in their land, agreed to 
their desired territorial boundaries of the eastern half of the heritage area, protected that land 
from American incursions, never reneged on agreed upon treaty terms, and paid the Caddo for 
their land.  Although there are indications that not all of the sales terms were met.  
 
For more than forty years from the time of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase the area was on the 
southwestern frontier of the United States. The western half of the heritage area was first under 
the control of Spain, then from 1821 until 1836 Mexico claimed the land, then it became a part 
of the Republic of Texas.  Upon Texas statehood in 1845 the western half joined the eastern 
half of the heritage area as a part of the Union. The general treatment of the Caddo in itself 
makes the eastern half of the heritage area unique by the way the government acquired it but 
when combined with the international heritage of the western half, the proposed heritage 
geographical area is truly distinctive. 
 
Caddo Lake with about 27,000 surface acres is the largest natural lake in the southern United 
States.  Its formation was unique. It was formed by water flowing along distributaries of the Red 
River created by overflow from the damming effects of a 160 mile long log jam in the river. The 
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water flowed across a river flood plain created small bayous along the way and flooded the 
valleys of two bayous creating the lake. Three other ephemeral lakes were created in the 
process to the east and south of Caddo Lake and all were connected and ultimately their waters 
flowed back into the Red River. That connectivity from the Red River along about a 90-mile long 
water route to the western navigational limits of the lake system created a path of exploitation 
for peopling and national economic expansion. The future of Caddo Lake was assured when it 
was dammed in 1914. The uniqueness of the territorial history combined with the uniqueness of 
the lake‟s formation make the Caddo Lake Heritage Area‟s geographical context distinctive 
within the United States. 
 
Within that distinctive geographical context the heritage area experienced three diverse boom 
eras of a significant level of peopling and economic expansion.  Chapter 2 summarizes the 
impact to the area of those boom eras. Nowhere else in the United States did the cultural 
defining forces of a steam boating based economy, a railroad based economy, and a petroleum 
based economy successively combine over a period of about 100 years to define such a unique 
cultural heritage.  As a result, the heritage area has an extensive bounty of historic land and 
water based trails, historic towns and villages, historic industrial sites, historic Native American 
sites, and historic sites in general available and requiring conservation and interpretation. Those 
heritage assets are discussed in Chapter 4 and listed in Appendix 1. The specific set of cultural 
assets combined with their geographical and historic context in the proposed Caddo Lake 
National Heritage Area defines a distinctive landscape. 
 
Criterion 2: Reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, and folk life that are a valuable part of the 
national story. 
 
Folklore sections at museums within the area exhibit traditional and popular culture. That 
preservation protects folk traditions. The attention of people is therefore drawn to the 
importance of folklore as an ingredient of cultural identity. In this way knowledge of the items 
that make up this cultural heritage is disseminated so that the value of folklore and the need to 
preserve it is recognized. The integrity of the traditions are in that way safeguarded. Area events 
such as festivals and exhibitions support and promote the dissemination and publication of the 
products of the folkloric heritage through materials, papers and other results. 
 
Criterion 3: Provides outstanding opportunities to conserve natural, cultural, historic, and /or 
scenic features. 
 
There is presently no single organization responsible for the conservation of the natural, historic, 
and recreational/scenic assets of the Caddo Lake area. While each of the many organizations 
detailed elsewhere in this study may have conservation of some aspect of local heritage assets 
such as wetlands, wildlife management, and perhaps even some set of historic sites as their 
goal, the overall effort is fragmented and lacks cohesion.  
 
As detailed in Chapter 4, Affected Environment, the Caddo Lake area has an extremely rich and 
diverse natural and cultural heritage. The time is now and the opportunity is present to correct 
the conservation deficiencies discussed in the foregoing. The recommended Caddo Lake 
Heritage Area Commission defined in Chapter 5 would bring all of those diverse organizations 
together and move forward with conservation activities representative of all stakeholders and 
the public. 
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Criterion 4: Provides outstanding recreational and educational opportunities. 
 
Louisiana‟s motto is “Sportsman‟s Paradise” and the entire proposed CLNHA more than typifies 
the meaning of that phrase. The area‟s beautiful water and upland natural features offer those 
who seek natural vistas, and birders, fishermen, recreational boaters and hunters many 
opportunities to enjoy their chosen outdoor activity. For those who enjoy a scenic drive, a tour 
north of Shreveport along Caddo Parish Hwy. 3049 through the Red River‟s flood plain from the 
village of Dixie north beyond Hosston reveals farming crops and activities on land that has been 
used for that purpose for the past 165 years. 
 
Access to the Red River can be gained at a public boat launch at the foot of the LA Hwy. 2 
Bridge that crosses the river just east of Hosston. Public access to Black Bayou and Caddo 
Lake is gained at parks as addressed in the cultural assets subject area of this survey. Public 
boat launch ramps are also maintained in Mooringsport by that town to access Caddo Lake and 
at Caddo Lake State Park and at the south base of the TX Hwy. 43 Bridge by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department. One public boat launch, maintained by the City of Jefferson, is located in 
the western half of the area at the foot of the Polk Street Bridge in Jefferson. 
 
Caddo Lake with about 27,000 surface acres is the largest natural lake in the southern United 
States. All bodies of water in the area are excellent fisheries. From late spring until late fall, 
Black Bayou becomes heavily infested with aquatic vegetation severely limiting its use as a 
fishery. Game fish in the sunfish family that are readily caught in the area's water features 
includes black, white, spotted, and striped bass, white crappie, blue gill, red ear and other small 
perch; flathead, blue and channel catfish; chain pickerel, buffalo, and drum.  
 
For the hunter, the opportunities are many and as varied as the methods that can be employed 
to harvest game. Among the weapons allowed to be used are the hand gun, rifle, shotgun, black 
powder, bow and arrow, and falconry. Migratory fowl game includes the Mourning Dove, Wood 
Cock, Teal, Rails, Snipe, geese and ducks. Resident species include the dove and turkey. 
Resident small game includes the squirrel and rabbit. Perhaps the favorite resident game of the 
area is the White Tailed Deer and the species is plentiful. Purchasing the proper state licenses 
is the passport to an enjoyable sporting activity for the fisherman and the hunter of water and 
upland birds and upland game. Additional details of recreational opportunities are detailed in 
Chapter 3. 
 
Chapter 5 details the educational component of our interpretation program. See that chapter for 
additional information. Education refers to all educational activities in formal and informal 
settings.  This definition applies to interpretive as well as instructional endeavors involving all 
media and modes of delivery.  Heritage and nature tourism interpretation represent informal 
educational actions.  Education is also closely associated with the marketing and technology 
plans.  Education involving and impacting public school systems and higher education naturally 
interconnect to and support the marketing and technology use plan and heritage trail 
interpretation.   
 
Our educational plan brings together experts from the natural sciences and bonds them to 
teams of students and teachers to conduct meaningful field research that contributes to the 
knowledge base.  The inquiry approach is used to pose questions of importance and to answer 
these questions using critical thinking and problem-solving in a team setting.  Knowledge gained 
will help define and protect the environmental health of the Caddo Lake system, improve 
preventive health measures taken by public agencies and the citizenry, and begin to establish 
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an inquiry-based paradigm for teaching and learning in bi-state area public schools using the 
natural environment of Caddo Lake as the integrating context.   
 
Criterion 5: The resources important to the identified theme or themes of the area retain a 
degree of integrity capable of supporting interpretation. 
 
Our self evaluation of conformance to this criteria as being less than fully compliant recognizes 
that some historic assets that are worthy of recognition and discussion lack significant integrity. 
However, when they are combined with other assets supporting the same theme that lack pales 
to insignificance.    
 
The conservation and interpretation plan outlined in Chapter 5 discusses how interpretation is 
envisioned to transpire. Some historic sites, the Caddo Flood Plain Village Site for example, 
show no above ground archaeology.  That does not diminish the sites importance to a larger 
tour of Caddo sites and where they were located.  The Caddo mounds at Dixie could be used as 
the most visible historic asset of that tour. Chapter 5 also sets the framework for the 
development of an interpretive theme – historic resource matrix wherein resources listed will 
fully satisfy this criterion. 
 
Criterion 6:Residents, business interests, non-profit organizations, and governments within the 
proposed area are involved in the planning, have developed a conceptual financial plan that 
outlines the roles for all participants including the federal government, and have demonstrated 
support for designation of the area. 
Criterion 7: The proposed management entity and units of government supporting the 
designation are willing to commit to working in partnership to develop the heritage area. 
Criterion 10: The management entity proposed to plan and implement the project is described. 
 
The discussion of conformance with criteria 6, 7, and 10 is combined since they all relate to the 
program‟s management organization and structure, yet to be defined and exercised. Chapter 5 
recommends that a local commission be organized to begin the work on a formal feasibility 
study.  That commission could easily be transformed into a federal one once national heritage 
area recognition is received. Discussions have been underway for a while now with some of the 
regional not for profit entities presently involved with their specific interests and goals relative to 
Caddo Lake and its surrounding area. So far those discussions have been less than fruitful.  It is 
for that reason that a new heritage area organization was recommended in Chapter 5. 
 
Criterion 8: The proposal is consistent with continued economic activity in the Area. 
 
There is no aspect of our heritage area program discussed in this study that will in any way  
interfere with continued economic development in this area.  In fact one of the broad goals of 
this program is to attract further investment and economic expansion to the area. 
 
Criterion 9: A conceptual boundary map is supported by the public. 
 
Heritage area boundaries delineations will encompass the physical area that includes resources 
with integrity that relate directly to the potential themes developed in chapter 3. There is no 
requirement that the physical heritage area be large enough to include all heritage resources in 
the inventory.  A strategic or representative assemblage of resources that enables residents and 
visitors to fully understand how the region has contributed to the national story and that offers 
opportunities for additional resource protection is the goal. As with other aspects of this study, 
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public involvement in the delineation and evaluation of alternative boundaries are an important 
element in this determination.  
 
The CLHA‟s geographical limits will be finalized after coordination with all stakeholders, public 
and private. County or state boundaries, watershed boundaries, and geographic – river or 
bayou corridors are some ways to define boundaries. Since most historic events do not fall 
within existing municipal or state lines, interpretive themes will in the main determine which 
towns and counties (parishes) to include in the Caddo Lake Heritage Area. 
 
Chapter 5 sets forth guidelines for determining the final delineation of the boundary of the 
Caddo Lake National Heritage Area. Provided therein are two such delineations that are initial 
definitions that will get the trade study going to make the final determination. This criterion will 
be fully satisfied once the management entity is defined, funded and in operation to complete 
the formal feasibility study. 
 

Potential for National Heritage Area Designation 
 

An area of less than ideal criterion conformance concerns the integrity of some of the historic 
sites.  For example, it is well known where the Caddo Flood Plain Village Site (1797 – 1800) 
was located but no above ground archaeological material remains. The site is in an agricultural 
field and has been tilled for many decades.  That deficiency could possibly be mitigated by a 
successful archaeological dig that recovered artifacts that could then be used for interpretation.  
Similarly the only material remains of the historic steam boat landing village of Monterey is a 
very small graveyard site enclosed by a wrought iron fence.  There are similar sites throughout 
the area that have the possibility for mitigation through a focused and aggressive program of 
archaeological research. 
 
Three other criteria are presently partially satisfied and one is not satisfied.  All concern program 
management activities yet to be undertaken.  The organization to complete the feasibility study 
and perform management functions is presently in the throes of its genesis. That is not to imply 
that some preliminary work has not already been done. Chapter 5, Management Alternatives 
provides a detailed discussion and more than an annotated outline as to how the formal study 
team will develop what is probably the most significant aspect of the program, management.   
Once that organization is complete, management will rapidly move to complete program 
documents with stakeholder input and coordination and bring to completion a fully criteria 
satisfying feasibility study for the designation of the Caddo Lake National Heritage Area. 
 
An efficient and effective management team and structure determines the viability of any  
organization‟s success. No matter how many bells and whistles may be associated with a 
product; no matter how revolutionary and attractive the product may be, the organization lives or 
dies because of its management. 
 
As has been presented in detail in this study, most of the work has been done to complete a 
heritage area feasibility study.  Organizing the management team and completing the tasks 
discussed to fully complete Chapters 5, 6, and 8 remains to be done and represent the key 
elements of the study. The potential for national recognition of the Caddo Lake area is very high 
given the distinctive heritage of the area, the work already done, and the likelihood that the 
outlined management functions will be completed. At that stage all evaluation criteria will be 
satisfied. 
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Chapter 7: Vision Statement 
(Public Engagement Vehicle) 

 
VISION 2030 

The Caddo Lake Heritage Area (CLHA) is a region in north western Louisiana and north eastern 
Texas where the influences of Native Americans, westward migration, wealthy planters, 
homesteaders, steam boat industry and town building, railroad industry and town building, 
agricultural economy, timber industry, and petroleum industry and town building blended to 
define a unique cultural heritage. The CLHA was on the south western frontier of a young nation 
in 1803 at the time of the Louisiana Purchase.  During the 100 year period beginning in about 
1815 no other area in our nation experienced such diversely similar influences.  Sharing that 
heritage by conservation and interpretation through compelling learning experiences using the 
facilities of local museums, historical societies, heritage sites, heritage land and water trails, and 
cultural centers, visitors of all ages gain a meaningful understanding of the region‟s national 
importance.    
 

MISSION 
The mission of the CLHA is to weave together the stories of the land, the people and their ideas 
by interpreting the region‟s heritage through preservation, conservation, education, 
documentation, and stewardship. 
 

GOALS 
Build awareness of the nation building struggles that took place within the CLHA.  
Enhance, sustain and preserve the unique cultural and historic assets within our nationally 
important physical and cultural landscapes.  
Inspire tolerance and respect for multiple perspectives.  
 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
We believe in tolerance and respect diverse stories from multiple perspectives.  
We respect property rights.  
We strive to focus on authentic and engaging experiences.  
We honor the region‟s peoples, past and present.  
We appreciate unique cultural and historic assets within the nationally important landscape.  
We will invest in community engagement, education and empowerment.  
We will strive to sustain and grow a sense of place.  
We will value the natural environment.  
We will consider future generations in all actions.  
 

The CLHA regional vision and mission will be fully developed and articulated through the 
management planning process. It will be refined and formally adopted addressing long-term 
goals consistent with the enacting  legislation. It will become part of an agreement expressing 
the strongest areas of mutual agreement among the partners and cooperating entities. Our 
vision will safeguard, preserve and leave intact our life enriching cultural heritage assets, open 
spaces, and recreational facilities while still creating opportunities for economic growth. An 
ongoing stewardship effort, designed to teach the stories about place while emphasizing their 
historic or cultural importance will be committed to: 

Preserve open spaces, Protect the history and cultural sense of community 
Retain the community‟s historic elements, Maintain a sense of place 
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Chapter 8 
Impact Assessment 

 
This chapter describes the anticipated impacts of the  management and boundary alternatives 

described in Chapter 5. 
 

Management Alternatives 
 

Once the Caddo Lake heritage area management organization is conducting operations, the 
data needed to complete Chapter 5 will become available and that includes a full description of 
the viable management and boundary alternatives.  The following outlines a discussion on the 
impacts of possible management and area boundary delineations alternatives that may result 
from that future effort.  
 
Option 1 - Do Nothing: This, the status quo or do nothing alternative, is always a choice for any 
decision ever made or to be made.  
 
Failure to bring the heritage area under formal administration at some level may have 
unintended consequences if other entities; economic, industrial, legislative, or heritage related, 
take physical actions affecting in a negative way the identified heritage resources and their 
conservation and interpretive value. If this option is chosen, then the Caddo Lake heritage area 
effort ceases and our work is done. 
 
This option is discounted without further analysis. Failure to organize and administer from some 
form of management entity possibly leads to the unacceptable state of a loss of knowledge of 
the area‟s heritage, results in a valuable conservation opportunity being lost, and runs the risk of 
possible heritage resource losses. 
 
Option 2 – CLHA Consortium: The second alternative involves some combination of local, state 
or regional entities administrating and operating the heritage area, independent of a federal 
NHA designation. Within this alternative other types of heritage partnerships, trails, or other 
NPS assisted or unassisted endeavors are possible alternatives.  
 
A type partnership with this management alternative could involve many of the stakeholders 
previously stated together with state historic preservation offices and regional tourism bureaus. 
Some funding to support this option could come from state, county (parish) and the committed 
tourism offices.   
 
Option 3 - CLNHA :The third management alternative is NHA designation. Option 3 is expected 
to be the preferred management alternative. 
 
In options 2 and 3, likely funding sources and the potential for resource protection, interpretive 
programming and other potential outcomes will be described. Analyses will include a description 
of likely funding and potentials for resource protection, interpretive programming and other 
positive or negative results of designation. No matter which option is chosen, the Caddo Lake 
Heritage Area Commission described in Chapter 5 is recommended. Both options 2 and 3 will 
require management and business plans development 
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Boundary Alternatives 
 

Navigable Waters Definition 
This alternative represents the absolute minimum definition of the geographical area for the 
CLHA.  It includes the natural resources of the river, bayous and lakes that formed the basis for 
the first non-Native American Historic Era of the region, the Steamboat Era and some of the 
land area near the water features. Its shape is similar to an arrowhead that from base to tip is 
about 40 miles pointing to the left or west toward the interior of Texas. The base is 
approximately  25 miles long defined by a stretch of the Red River.  
 
This alternative is exclusive of many of the historic assets discussed in this study.   
 
CLHAEP Definition 
This alternative includes the water features area of the foregoing and is centered on Caddo 
Lake.  It is represented by a rectangle with opposite sides being about 40 miles long and 25 
miles long.  It is the study area of the 2007 Caddo Lake Heritage Area and Education Program 
(CLHAEP). 
 
Other alternatives will be defined, most will be similar to the 2007 definition.  If the delineation 
grows much larger than that of the CLHAEP definition it begins to include geography that was 
not within the study area used in this study.  Therefore no additional interpretive value would be 
gained. The final delineation will be determined and it together with the alternatives decision 
process will be documented in the future formal feasibility study. 
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Appendix 1 
Heritage Assets 

 
Cultural Assets 

 
Affected Communities are listed at Appendix 3. 
 
Annual Festivals and Other Tourist Participation Events:  
ArkLaTex Raceway - Weekends - Spring to Fall - Vivian  
Boomtown Festival – June – Rodessa  
Caddo Lake Floating Christmas Parade – December – Uncertain  
Candlelight Tour of Homes – November, December - Jefferson  
Christmas on Caddo - December - Caddo Lake - Oil City  
Fall Festival – October – Mooringsport  
Fire Ant Festival – October - Marshall  
4th of July Celebration – early July - Jefferson  
Gusher Days - early Fall - Oil City  
Holiday Trail of Lights – November, December - Jefferson  
Mardi Gras Upriver - early February – Jefferson  
Music Fest – June – Jefferson  
Pilgrimage and Civil War Reenactment (Battle of Jefferson) – May - Jefferson  
Quilt Show – January - Jefferson  
Redbud Festival - March - Vivian  
Red River Raceway - Weekends - Spring to Fall - Gilliam  
Stagecoach Days - May – Marshall  
Wonderland of Lights – November, December - Marshall  
Sunflower Trail and Festival - June - Dixie, Belcher, Gilliam, Hosston, Ida  
 
Cemeteries: 
    Name           General Location   
 
    Antioch   Eastern Half CLHA 
    Bethlehem Baptist   ʺ 
    Black Bayou    ʺ 
    Burk-Hart    ʺ 
    Browning   Western Half CLHA  
    Centerville/Rowland  Eastern Half CLHA 
    Concord   Western Half CLHA 
    Core    Eastern Half CLHA 
    Core African-American  ʺ 
    Denson    ʺ 
    Douglas Church  Western Half CLHA 
    Ebenezer Church  Eastern Half CLHA  
    Evans-Richie    ʺ 
    Evans Field    ʺ 
    Frazier    Western Half CLHA  
    Gateway   Eastern Half CLHA  
    George    ʺ 
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    Gray Community   ʺ 
    Hale Memorial    ʺ 
    Harrell-Harrison   ʺ 
    Hobbs     ʺ 
    Hoss     ʺ 
    Hosston    ʺ 
    Judea    Western Half CLHA 
    Lake View   Eastern Half CLHA 
    Lake Zion    ʺ 
    Line Creek    ʺ 
    McLemore    ʺ 
    Memorial Gardens   ʺ 
    Mimosa-Hall   Western Half CLHA 
    Missionary Baptist   ʺ 
    Monterey   Eastern Half CLHA 
    Mooring Family   ʺ 
    Mooringsport    ʺ 
    Mt. Gilead    ʺ 
    Munnerlyn    ʺ 

   New Hope    ʺ 
    Paradise Church   ʺ 
    Pine Park    ʺ 
    Pleasant Grove   ʺ 
    Potter     ʺ 
    Rand    Western Half CLHA 
    Raines Lease   Eastern Half CLHA 
    Rives     ʺ 
    Savannah   Western Half CLHA 
    Scottsville/Youree   ʺ 
    Shiloh Church   Eastern Half CLHA 
    Slaughter    ʺ 
    Star Chapel    ʺ 
    St. John    ʺ 
    St. Paul Mooringsport   ʺ 
    St. Paul Dixie    ʺ 
    Stallcup    ʺ 
    Stevens    ʺ 
    Stewart-Bonham   ʺ 
    Taylor    Western Half CLHA 
    Teat    Eastern Half CLHA 
    Trinity Church   Western Half CLHA 
    Tyson    Eastern Half CLHA 
    Union Chapel    ʺ 
    Wilkinson-Moseley   ʺ 
 
Public Parks: 
Noah Tyson Park on Black Bayou: A 9-acre park located near Rodessa with boat ramp and 
dock, a family pavilion with restrooms, playground equipment, and picnic tables with grills. 
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Robert A. Nance Park on Black Bayou: A 20-acre park located at Hosston with boat ramp and 
dock, restrooms, playground equipment, and picnic tables with grills. 
 
Earl G. Williamson Park on Caddo Lake: A 40-acre park providing a boat ramp and dock, a 450-
foot fishing pier, paved parking areas, restrooms with showers, RV camper hookups, areas for 
tent camping, extensive picnic facilities, two playgrounds, volleyball nets, a lighted ball field, 
lighted tennis courts, and a swimming area. A park ranger lives on the premises and provides 
security and some maintenance. 
 
Horace M. Downs at Caddo Lake Dam: An 8.5-acre park with picnic tables, grills, and a portable 
toilet 
 
Walter B. Jacobs Memorial Nature Park:  Located three miles west of Blanchard, the 160 acre 
nature park contains a pine-oak-hickory forest accessible by five miles of nature trails. The park 
has an interpretive building, a pavilion with restrooms, a handicapped-accessible trail, and 
several naturalists who provide information and interpretation to park visitors. Nature oriented 
programs are available on an appointment basis. 
 
Admission to all parish parks is free; a fee is charged for RV hookups at Williamson Park. 
 

   
Figure 39 Walter B. Jacobs Memorial Nature Park Interpretive Center 

 

Caddo Lake State Park and WMA:  Activities enjoyed at Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
managed properties include camping, hiking, swimming, picnicking, nature study, fishing, and 
boating.  There are canoe rentals in the park, Jon boat with motor rentals outside the park, and 
pontoon boat tours daily.  WMA access is by boat and unimproved roads.  Special permits 
provide for primitive camping and hunting/trapping in the bald cypress swamp and seasonally 
flooded bottomland hardwoods.  Other recreational opportunities include wildlife viewing and 
photography, hiking, bicycling, and horseback riding.  Bicycling and horseback riding are 
permitted on designated roads/trails.  The northeastern portion of this area is being considered 
for new eco-friendly camping and interpretive activities. 
 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/activities/outdoor_recreation/boat/rental/#cadd
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Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge:  This U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service managed property is 
currently being developed to protect one of the highest quality old-growth bottomland hardwood 
forests in the southeastern United States.  The 224 species of native and neo-tropical migrant 
birds, 22 species of amphibians, 46 species of reptiles, and the rich assemblage of mammals 
thus far identified on refuge property will present world-class nature tourism and educational 
opportunities to the public.  Hiking, horseback riding, nature viewing/photography, and birding 
will be made available to the public via an existing road network and newly developed trails 
system.  Overnight camping is not allowed within the National Refuge System.  Planning and 
assistance is underway with TPWD and USFWS officials for the design, construction, and joint 
operation of a major, new interpretive center located adjacent to the respective state and federal 
holdings.  The interpretive focus is anticipated to include the Caddo Indian Culture, the story of 
Port Caddo, and wetlands ecosystem research and management practices. 
 
Ramsar Treaty Wetlands:  

Caddo Lake WH-CLHA  
 
  
Wetland Restoration Projects: 
  Port of Jefferson  
  
Wildlife Management Areas: 
  Caddo Lake, Soda Lake EH-CLHA   
 
Festivals: 
 
  Event      Date                      Location 
 
 Quilt Show    January   Jefferson 
 Mardi Gras Upriver   Early February  Jefferson 
 Redbud Festival   March    Vivian 
 Stagecoach Days   May    Marshall 
 Civil War Living History  May    Jefferson 
 Boomtown Festival   June    Rodessa 
 Music Fest    June    Jefferson 
 Sunflower Trail & Festival  June      Dixie, Belcher, Gilliam 
 4th of July Celebration   July    Jefferson 
 Gusher Days    Early Fall   Oil City 
 Fire Ant Festival   October   Marshall 
 Fall Festival    October   Mooringsport 
 Holiday Trail of Lights   November   Jefferson 
 Wonderland of Lights   Nov.-Dec.   Marshall 
 Christmas on Caddo   December     Caddo Lake-Oil City 
Caddo Lake Floating Christmas Parade December   Uncertain 
 Candlelight Tour of Homes  December   Jefferson 
 
Museums: 
 
   Place      Location 
 
  Crossroads Museum     Gilliam 
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  Harrison County Historical Museum   Marshall 
  Jefferson Historical Museum    Jefferson 
  Louisiana State Oil & Gas Museum   Oil City 
  Michelson Museum of Art    Marshall 
  Mooringsport Mini Museum    Mooringsport 
  Starr Family State Historical Home   Marshall 
  Texas & Pacific Depot Museum   Marshall 
  Vivian Railroad Station Museum   Vivian 
 
Oil Fields: 
   Place      Location 
 
     Caddo Pine Island      Caddo Lake & Pine Island 
               Hosston   Hosston, Black Bayou, & West of Village 
   Rodessa               Lodi Area Eastward into Arkansas 
   Woodlawn     East of Jefferson  
   Vicki Lynn                West of Jefferson 
   Vivian           South, Black Bayou, and East of Town 
 
 
Historic Sites/Routes: (Eastern Half CLHA, EH-CLHA, Western Half CLHA, WH-CLHA) 
    Type    Name                Location 
     
Native American Village Caddo Indian Flood Plain   EH-CLHA 
(Prehistoric/Historic Contact) Caddo Prairie Indian Agency        ʺ   
    Caddo Indian Agency Ferry        ʺ 
    Coushatta Village (Potter‟s Point)       WH-CLHA  
    Coushatta Village (Cypress Bend)   WH-CLHA 
    Caddo Timber Hill (Marion Co.)   WH-CLHA 
    Quapaw Indian Village    EH-CLHA 
    Caddo Indian Cedar Bluffs village        ʺ 

Coushatta Indian Cedar Bluffs village      ʺ 
Coushatta Indian Coushatta Bluffs village      ʺ 

Native American Burial    Belcher Mounds           ʺ 
(Prehistoric/Historic Contact) Mounds Plantation          ʺ 
    Chief Dehahuit Burial Site        ʺ  
    Ida           ʺ 
Steamboat Landings   Albany    Twelvemile Bayou 
(Transportation-Steamboat)  Bonham‟s   Jim‟s Bayou 
     Clinton    Clinton Lake 
     Erwin‟s Bluff   Red River Bypass 
     Lowes (Low‟s)-Jeter's  Below Buzzard Bay 
     Packery   Below Jefferson 
     Perry‟s    Buzzard Bay 
     Pitts    Stormy Point 
     Rives‟    Potter‟s Point 
     Shanghai   Big Cypress Bayou 
     Stacy‟s    Jim‟s Bayou 
     Swanson‟s   South Shore 
     Erwin‟s    Black Bayou 
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     Hale‟s wood yard  Kelly Bayou 
     Cash Point   Red River 
     Gold Point          ʺ 
     Dickson‟s          ʺ 
     Picket‟s          ʺ 
     Rush Point          ʺ 
     Egypt           ʺ 
     Missionary          ʺ 
              Briarfield,          ʺ 

Wild Lucia          ʺ 
Steamboat Ports   Benton    Big Cypress Bayou 
(Transportation-Steamboat)  Jefferson   Big Cypress Bayou 
     Monterey   Jim‟s Bayou 
     Mooring‟s Port   Mooringsport 
     Port Caddo             Caddo Lake State Park 
     Smithland   Big Cypress Bayou 
Other Features   Mittie Stephens Wreck Caddo Lake 
(Transportation-Steamboat) Seawell‟s Canal   Red River Bypass 
    4 Unaccounted Steamboat Wrecks  Soda Lake/Big Cypress 
    Navigation Improvements  WH and EH CLHA  
    Wood yards (fuel)     ʺ  
Historic Railroads-Logging Black Bayou Railroad   Myrtis westward 
(Transportation-Railroads) Jefferson Northwestern  Marion & Cass Counties  
 Freight/Passenger T&S, TS&N    EH-CLHA 
    Jefferson Northwestern  WH-CLHA 
    McCoy     EH-CLHA 
    Temple           ʺ 
    Gate City           ʺ 
Historic Villages (Upland South Culture) 
    Lane, Cavett, Uni, Hayti, Picket EH-CLHA 
    Garfield, Lewis, Shoreline, Hale,         ʺ 
    Ferry Lake, Caddo City, Black         ʺ 
    Bayou Community, Trees City,        ʺ 
    Frog Level, Myrtis, Monterey,         ʺ 
    Clinton, Monterey, Blocker,   WH-CLHA 
    Concord, Benton,          ʺ 

Smithland (Landing),                ʺ   
    (W)Ray‟s Bluff, Galatia,          ʺ 
    Tuscumbia, Baldwin, Comet,          ʺ 
    Hall, Pope City, Prospect,         ʺ 
    Stalls               ʺ 
Historic Homes  Starr Family Home    Marshall 
(Upland South Culture)  Andrews-Taylor   Karnack 
    Locust Grove    Jonesville 
    S.F. Vaughan    Jonesville 
    W.T. Scott    Scottsville 
    Johnson    Scottsville 
    Mimosa Hall    Leigh 
    Baldwin    Leigh 
    Fox-Fitzpatrick-Jones   Karnack 
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    Samuel Scott    Marshall    
Plantation Homes  Mimosa Hall, Andrew-Taylor  WH-CLHA  
(Plantation Agriculture)  Locust Grove,            ʺ 
Planters Homes  Browning, Paradise & Hell, Kansas, EH-CLHA     
(Plantation Agriculture) Cairo, Fire Point, Soda Fount,        ʺ 
    Corner Place, Tanglewood,         ʺ 
    Thanksgiving, Woodlawn,          ʺ 
    Killarny, Hayti, Paw Paw,         ʺ 
    Wildwood, Wild Lucia, All‟s Well,        ʺ 
    Cuba, Havana, Peru, Conchatta,        ʺ 
    Egypt, East Egypt, Cape Colony,        ʺ 
    Possum Walk, Missionary         ʺ 
Plantations   James Wadsworth, James         ʺ   
(Plantation Agriculture)   Erwin, John Herndon, John          ʺ 
    Rives, Robert Hamilton, Josiah         ʺ 
    Hale, Billy Browning, JRR                         ʺ 
    Harrison, George Hale, Reuben         ʺ 
    Harrison, James Harrell, Joshua        ʺ  
    Posey, William Adger,  Readick Kelley     ʺ 

Phoenix, Refuge,    WH-CLHA 
Fox-Fitzpatrick-Jones          ʺ 

Oil Company Towns  Trees City Village   EH-CLHA 
(Historic Petroleum)                Lewis                                                       “ 
Wells    Discovery Oil Well   Caddo Pine Island Oil Field 
(Historic Petroleum)  First Over-the-Water Oil Well  Caddo Lake EH-CLHA 
Pump Stations/Refineries Roger‟s Station   East Shoreline, Oil City Area 
(Historic Petroleum)  Crystal Oil Refinery   East Shoreline, Oil City Area 
    Superior Refinery    Lewis 
    United Gas Plant   Myrtis 
Early Timber Industry  Black Bayou Lumber Co.  Myrtis 
(Historic Timber)  Weaver Brothers Company  Lewis 
    Thompson Company   Lewis 
    Clark & Boice,    Jefferson 
    W.G. Ragley Planing Mill  Jefferson 
    Spearman & Heap   Jefferson 
    Shanghai    2 miles above Benton 
    Jackson Wood yard, English  Below Jefferson 
    Wood yard, Williams Saw Mill  ʺ 
Historic Trails & Roads Greenwood-Caddo Prairie, Shreveport- Lewisville, AR; Native 

American trails/trade routes, Trammel‟s Trace, Potter‟s Trace, Port 
Caddo-Tuscumbia, Port Caddo-Marshall, Stage Coach Routes 
(Port Caddo-Jefferson-Greenwood-Marshall network, routes from 
Jefferson to Marshall), Pope City-Jefferson, Blue Star Postal 
Routes 

      
Other Historic Assets: 
Personages Robert Potter, Harriet Potter Ames, James Shennick, Huddie 

(Leadbelly) Ledbetter, James Noel, Rebecca Hagerty, William 
McIntosh, Charles Ames, Sachihiko Ono (George) Murata, Billy 
Browning, William Rose, J.W. Scott, Cullen Baker, “Diamond 
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Bessie” Moore (Annie Stone), Timothy Mooring, Calvin Croom  
       

Historic Crossings/ Ferries  Old Tuscumbia Crossing & Bridge, Patillo Crossing, Cow Ford, 
Pugh‟s Ferry, Langford‟s Ferry, Hart‟s Ferry, Houston Street Ferry, 
Port Caddo, Smithland, Ray‟s Bluff 

Historic Mercantile: Archaeological site 41MR246 situated on old Monterey-Linden Road 
 

(possibly Charles Ames‟ store), Adger‟s Mercantile, Caddo Lake 
Grocery (oldest continuously working mercantile in Marion Co.), 
T.C. Lindsey 

Industrial Sites:  Kellyville Iron Works (Kellyville Blue Plow), Superior to Shoreline 
 
Eastern Half CLHA historic sites are shown on following graphic: 
 

 
Figure 40 Eastern Half CLHA Historic Sites 
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Appendix 2 
Consulted References 

 

Archaeology 

Carter, Cecile Elkins.  Caddo Indians : Where We Came From. 1995. University of Oklahoma 
Press, Norman, Okla.  420 p. 

The author noticed when doing research on Caddo Indian history that there was “no book for 
general readership [that] had a full account of the Caddo tribes as its single subject.”  And, she 
said, “That is why I began work on this book.  I wanted to make it easier for readers to learn a 
significant part of Caddo history in a single, accurate, readable account.” 

Cast, R. & Perttula, T. (2002). The Longterm Looting of Caddo Indian Burials on Federal 
Property in Northeastern Texas (CRN No. 2-2002). Retrieved 04/20/07 from 
http://crm.cr.nps.gov/archive/25-02/25-2-10.pdf 

A report on the efforts of the Caddo Nation to protect Native American burials and cemeteries 
on USACE managed public property around Lake O‟the Pines. 

Cliff, Maynard B., editor.  July 1992.  Archeological Survey of Selected Portions of the Longhorn 
Army Ammunition Plant, 1989-1992.  Miscellaneous Report of Investigations, Number 38.  
Prepared for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Ft. Worth District by Geo-Marine, Inc., Plano, 
Texas.  

This report is the result of several cultural resources surveys, carried out in 1989, 1991,  and 
1992, of portions of the Longhorn Army Ammunition Plant (LHAAP) located in northeastern 
Harrison County, Texas.  This work was undertaken in order to identify and inventory the 
cultural resource properties contained in a number of separate areas, totaling approximately 
1,940 acres, within the boundaries of the LHAAP, and evaluate their potential for inclusion on 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).” 

Gadus, E. Frances, Martha Doty Freeman, and Ross C. Fields.  March 1998.  Archeological 
Survey of 319 Hectares at the Longhorn Army Ammunition Plant, Harrison County, Texas.  
(Review Draft.) Reports of Investigations, Number 119, Prewitt and Associates, Inc. Austin, 
Texas. 

From January to February 1997, personnel from Prewitt and Associates, Inc., conducted a 
survey for cultural resources at Longhorn Army Ammunition Plant (LHAAP) in Harrison County, 
Texas, under Delivery Order 0005 of Contract DACA63-95-D-0051 with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Fort Worth District.  The survey entailed 100 percent pedestrian coverage of 319 
hectares (789 acres) within six survey areas, accompanied by historic archival research.  Ten 
previously unrecorded sites – seven historic and three prehistoric – were documented, as were 
one prehistoric site and one historic site recorded during earlier work at the facility.” 

Gonzalez, B., Cast, R., Perttula, T. K., & Nelson, B. (2005). A Rediscovering of Caddo Heritage:  
The W. T. Scott Collection at the American Museum of Natural History and other Caddo 
Collections from Arkansas and Louisiana. Binger, OK:  Historic Preservation Program, Caddo 
Nation of Oklahoma. 

Bobby Gonzales and Robert Cast team with the American Museum of Natural History to 
discover and recover Caddo artifacts from the Black Bayou in Cass County and other sites in 
Southwestern Arkansas and Northwestern Louisiana. 

http://crm.cr.nps.gov/archive/25-02/25-2-10.pdf
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Jurney, David H., Timothy K. Perttula, co-principal investigators.  Oct 15, 1993. Caddoan and 
Immigrant Indian Archaeology on the Red River and in East Texas, 1760-1840 : a Proposal to 
Analyze Existing Historic Indian Collections in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas and to Conduct 
Field Identifications of Historic Indian Sites.  Submitted to Archaeology Projects, Interpretive 
Research, National Endowment for the Humanities, Washington, D.C. 

This is a photocopy of an application for a grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities to study Caddoan and immigrant Indian sites on the Red River and in East Texas. 

Linder-Lindsley, S. A., Lindsay, L. D., Thompson, J. & Endsley, G. (1997).  Cultural Resources 
Survey 1996:  Wright Patman Lake and Lake O‟the Pines, Bowie, Cass, and Marion Counties, 
Texas (USACE Rep. No. DACW63-96-P-0482). Dallas and Atlanta, Texas: LL Consultants.  
Retrieved April 20, 2007 from http://www.smu.edu/anthro/collections/wplop.html 

A two volume report of cultural resources investigations of approximately  3,000 acres within 
selected areas of timberland on USACE property surrounding both Wright Patman Lake in 
Bowie and Cass Counties, Texas and surrounding Lake O‟the Pines in Marion County, Texas 
resulted in an intensive survey which identified previously recorded, previously unknown 
archeological sites, and non-site localities. An inventory of soils, plants, and animals 
encountered during the investigation of the project area was also recorded. The documentation 
of the natural resources associated with Wright Patman Lake and Lake O‟the Pines was 
surveyed for the environmental background in which cultural resources are present across the 
landscape. 

McCrocklin, Claude W.  Slide Set of Caddo Lake Dam Site #1 Archeological Excavation.  1997. 

Set of 41 slides and 7 photographs from Claude McCrocklin of an archeological dig at Caddo 
Lake Dam Site #1. 

Perttula, Timothy K. 1992.  The Caddo Nation : Archaeological and Ethnohistoric Perspectives.  
University of Texas Press, Austin, Texas.  326 p. 

In Acknowledgments, the author says, “This study is a product of my doctoral dissertation 
completed in 1989 at the University of Washington in Seattle.” 

Rainey, Ruth.  Caddo Dam Spillway : Site 1 Day Sheets August & September 1997.  10 p. 

Photocopy.  Hand-written on ruled paper.  Reads like a diary. 

Steger, Charles. What is Caddo?  Regional Research Sources : Caddo Indians & Caddo Lake. 

Three pages listing of resources on Caddo Indians and Caddo Lake found in the following area 
libraries and museums: LSU Shreveport Noel Library, Shreve Memorial Library, Bossier Parish 
Historical Center, Harrison County Research Library, Jefferson Historical Society Museum, 
Harrison County Research Library, and Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives. 

Swanton, John R., Source Material on the History and Ethnology of the Caddo Indians. (1942).  
Bulletin 132.  Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology.  Washington, D.C. 

Photocopy. 

Daingerfield Reach 

Daingerfield Reach : Reports and Media Clippings. 

Three-ring binder in Jeffersonian Institute archives.  Contains various newspaper  clippings, 
correspondence, and meeting handouts. 

http://www.smu.edu/anthro/collections/wplop.html
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Daingerfield Reach Project 

This folder consists of a collection of documents that are held together by a brad.  The 
documents are photocopies of various government reports. 

Red River Below Denison Dam : Interim Report on Navigation and Bank Stabilization.  U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District.  March 1966.  3 volumes. 

This interim report, prepared as part of the comprehensive basin study of Red River  below 
Denison Dam presents results of studies and investigations to determine the  feasibility of 
improvement for navigation and stabilization in the main valley of Red  River below Denison 
Dam. 

Red River Waterway : Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma : Environmental Analysis.  
Prepared for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District.  Gulf South Research 
Institute, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

This environmental analysis of the Red River Waterway, Mississippi River to Shreveport, 
Louisiana and Shreveport, Louisiana, to Daingerfield, Texas has been prepared by Gulf South 
Research Institute (GSRI) for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, under 
contract number DACW 29-73-C-0085. 

History 

Abernathy, Francis E., (Ed.). (1979). Built in Texas.  Waco: E-heart Press. 

A very interesting book showing different early folk styles in construction and materials, of  early 
Texas settlers. 

Anders, Curt.  (1997). Disaster in Damp Sand;  The Red River Expedition. Guild Press of 
Indiana. 

 Story of the Union failure to invade Texas in 1864. Much about the inquest by the Committee 
on the Conduct of War trying to decide upon whom to put the blame for the failure. 

Baldwin, B.D. (1966). Dr. Benjamin Harrison Baldwin.  Self published. 
A short Baldwin family history focusing on Benjamin Harrison Baldwin (1847-1929). 
 
Buie, James Edward.  1969.  Jefferson, Texas: A Social and Architectural History.  116 p. 
Written at University of Texas at Austin for the class Architecture 664 in May 1969. 
 
Bagur, J. (circa 2002). Antebellum Jefferson. Not published. Property of the Historic Jefferson 
Foundation.  

Well documented study of pre-war Jefferson. Includes chapters on roads and bridges, business, 
slavery, etc. 

Bagur, J. (2001). History of Navigation on Cypress Bayou and the Lakes. Denton, Texas: 
University of North Texas Press 

Definitive study on local navigation history using mostly primary sources. Well documented with 
bibliographical essay on each chapter. 

Bagur, Jacques.  Jefferson As A Cotton Center.  [nd] 13 p. 

A brief presentation on the role of cotton in Jefferson‟s heyday. 
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Bagur, J. (2004). Newspaper Materials Relating to: History of Jefferson, Texas 1842-1875. 
Unpublished work: Property of Historic Jefferson Foundation. 

Collection of articles from twenty nine area newspapers arranged chronologically with no index. 
The work also includes a separate book of local ads from the same papers also  arranged 
chronologically.` 

Bagur, Jacques.  Notes 
This folder contains notes and drafts of materials that led to the writing of A History of 
Navigation on Cypress Bayou and the Lakes. 
 
Bailey, Anne J., & Mc Whitney, Grady. (Eds.). (1998). Texans in the Confederate Calvary.  
McWhitney Foundation Press. Abilene, TX 
This is a short but well researched summary of Texans and battles they fought. 
 
Bowers, Eugene W. & Oppenheimer, Evelyn. (1968). Red River Dust. Word Books.  Waco. 
Texas. 
Stories mostly based in the Clarksville area but included a daily log of a steamboat passenger 
and the numerous problems he had trying to get from Jefferson to New Orleans  in the fall of 
1865. The trip took a little over 15 days one way.  He mentions the packery and other sites. See 
chapter 23 pp.153-161. 
 
Brooksher. William Riley. (1998T). War Along the Bayous:  T he 1864 Red River Campaign in 
Louisiana. 
 
 Brasseys. Washington. 
A very thorough study of the Red River Campaign with good maps ,illustrations, notes and 
bibliography  
  
Brown. C and Montz, G. (1986). Baldcypress the Tree Unique the Wood Eternal. Baton Rouge: 
Claitor‟s Publishing. 
Years of study and research went into this book. Included are many illustrations and old 
photographs and beautiful contemporary photos by C.C. Lockwood. 
 
Bullard, L. (1965). Marion County Texas 1860- 1870. Jefferson, Texas: Marion County 
Genealogical Society. 

Mrs. Bullard was Jefferson‟s premier historian in the 1960‟s. Contains info on Civil War units 
from Jefferson. 

Caddo Lake Church. (1938). Caddo Lake Handbook. Caddo Lake Church. Uncertain, TX. 

Campbell, Randolph B. (1983).  A Southern community in Crisis. Texas State Historical 
Association. Austin. 
Changes in Harrison County between 1850 and 1880. 
 
Campbell, Randolph B. (1989). An Empire for Slavery.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 
Press. 
Dr, Campbell examines slavery in the antebellum south, in Texas and the Caddo Lake area. 
Cambell, Randolph B. (1993). Sam Houston.  Harper Collins College Publishers. 
 This book has is of interest for local history of the Caddo Lake area. 
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Casey, Betty. (1985). Dance Across Texas.  Austin: University of Texas Press. 
 Information about dancing and the origins of folk and rural dancing in Texas. 
Cass County Genealogical Society. (2001). The Jefferson Texas Cemeteries. Atlanta, Texas: 
Author. 

Survey of four cemeteries in the city of Jefferson.  
Cass County Genealogical Society. (2002). Marion County Texas Cemeteries. Atlanta, Texas: 
Author. 
Survey of seventy six cemeteries in Marion County outside of Jefferson. Well indexed.  Much 
of the work done by C. Steger. 
 
Cawthon, J. (1996). Some Early Citizens of Marion, County Texas. Shreveport, La.: self 
published. 
Several hundred citizens names listed with short biographical entries. 
 
Cawthon, J. (2005). Some Early Citizens of Marion County Texas, Book II. Shreveport, La.: self 
published. 
Several hundred more citizens of Marion Co listed. 
 
Cemetery Records of Marion County, Texas.  Martha McGraw Chapter, DAR, Jefferson, Texas.  
1961. 
Photocopy.  These are records of the Oakwood Cemetery in Jefferson. 
 
Clarence Webb Collection 1877-1982 (bulk 1966-1971) 
This is a listing of inventory of the Clarence Webb Collection housed at Northwestern State 
University Library in Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
 
Collier, Sam. (2007). North Caddo Parish. Arcadia Publishing. 420 Wando Park Blvd. Mount 
Pleasant, SC 29464. 
An annotated pictorial history of northern Caddo Parish 
 
Collier, Sam. (2000). Terrapin Neck, Frog Level, Horseshoe. Historic Northern Caddo Parish 
Louisiana Volume I. Self Published. ISBN: 0-9667613-0-8. 
A compilation summarizing the history of north Caddo Parish to World War II 
. 
Cooner, Ben C.  The Rise and Decline of Jefferson, Texas.  January 1965. 153 p. 
Thesis for Master of Arts presented to North Texas State University. 
This study traces the economic history of Jefferson from its founding in 1841 to the inception of 
its decline in the mid-1870.  It is an analysis of the causes of the city‟s rise and decline and a 
narrative of the events which depict the extent of prosperity and prostration. 
 
Crouch, Barry A.  & Brice, Donaly E. (1997). Cullen Montgomery Baker Reconstruction 
Desperado.  Louisiana State University Press. Baton Rouge. 
Basically an analysis of all available Cullen Baker books with new material from military records.  
 
Dahmer, Fred. (1988). Caddo Was…A Short History of Caddo Lake.  Bossier City, Louisiana: 
The Everett Companies.   
Very readable history of the Caddo Lake area. 
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Davis, G.B., Perry, L.J., & Kirkley, J.W. (1983). The Official Military Atlas of the Civil War. Arno 
Press, Inc.  
81 maps, 106 engravings, and 209 drawings 
 
Davis: William C. (1998).  Three Roads to the Alamo.  New York: Harper Collins Publishers. 
Traces the path of three of the heroes of the Alamo.  References to the East Texas and  Caddo 
Lake area. 

Deetz, James. (1977). In Small Things Forgotten.  Published by James Deetz. United States. 

An introduction to artifacts and archaeology that I find very worthwhile. 

Dobie, Frank J. & Boatwirght, Mody C. & Ransom, Harry H. (Eds.) (1967). Texian Stomping 
Grounds.  Southern Methodist University Press. Dallas. Texas. 

Chapter 1 titled On the Jefferson Road was written by Frank Bryan of Bryan Mills, in  Cass 
County. It is the story of his grandfather making a trip by wagon, hauling cotton  from there to 
Jefferson, and what happens along the road. 

Flores, Dan L. (2002). Southern Counterpart to Lewis & Clark: The Freeman and Custis 
Expedition of 1806. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press. 

 Flores focuses on the primary documents of the Freeman and Custis expedition of 1806 
including field notes and the official catalogs of natural history observations, maps, illustrations, 
and meteorological observations. 

Frank, G. (1960). A Partial List of Earlier Citizens of Jefferson. Jefferson, Texas. Self Published. 
Reprinted 2004 by Don McLatchie. 

Gustav Frank II 1875-1969 compiled from memory a list of about one hundred families and 
businesses of Jefferson in the late 1800‟s. He used lot and block numbers to identify sites. 

Ford, John Salmon, & Oates, Stephen B. (Eds.). (1963) Rip Ford‟s Texas. University of Texas 
Press. Austin. 

In chapter III titled Pagan Uprising, Ford describes Port Caddo and the surrounding area. 

Gleason, M. (1982).  Caddo-A Survey of Caddo Indians in Northeast Texas and Marion County. 
Jefferson, Texas: Marion County Historical Commission. 

The 1982 Texas Historic Commission awarded this as Best Ethnic History. Contains maps and 
illustrations. 

Greer, James K., (1978) Buck Barry Texas Ranger and Frontiersman. University of Nebraska 
Press. Lincoln and London. 

Chapter 2 tells of Mr. Barry arriving at Jefferson by steamboat in 1845, which was the  second 
boat to dock at Jefferson as per Barry. An 1845 map of Texas is shown which  includes 
Jefferson.    

Gregg, J. (1941). Diary & Letters of Josiah Gregg. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press.                                                                                                                                                                 

Gregg traveled through this area in 1841 and 1844, and visited Smithland and mentioned the 
proposed site of Jefferson in his journal. Gregg was probably the first to put Jefferson on a map. 

Hunt, Robert L. (1965). Recollection of Farm Life.  The Naylor Company.  San Antonio, Texas. 

Mr. Hunt was born in Jefferson and spent most of his early years in Titus County. He describes 
his childhood at the turn of the century. Of interest, in his book is a copy of a journal kept by a 
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young lady ,Miss Smith, (later Mrs. Traylor) traveling by wagon from Calhoun, Ga. to 
Daingerfield, Texas. Oct.17 to Dec. 9, 1867. She describes the route taken, streams crossed, 
and towns and landmarks passed.          

Howe, Barbara J., Fleming, Dolores A., Kemp, Emory L., and Overbeck, Ruth Ann. (1987).   
Houses and Homes, Exploring Their History. Nearby History Series. Nashville, Tennessee, 
American Association for State and Local History. 

Johnson, Frank W. (1914). A History of Texas and Texans. Vol. II. Barker, Eugene C., & 
Winkler, Ernest W. M.A. (Eds.). The American Historical Society , Chicago and New York                              

Historical, statistical and descriptive matter pertaining to the important local divisions of  the 
State, and biographical accounts of the leaders and representative men of the State in  

commerce, industry and modern activities. This is similar to an almanac record of county by 
county statistics. Marion County on pages 893 and 894. The fruit and orchards are mentioned 
stating that, “In 1876 one orchard in the county had the distinction of winning premiums on 
thirty-two varieties of apples and peaches at the St. Louis Fair.” 

Hale, Douglas. (1993). The Third Texas Cavalry in the Civil War. University of Oklahoma Press.  
Norman. 

History of East Texas best known cavalry unit. Many were from Marion, Harrison, and  Cass 
Counties. Some of the well known officers were E.B Greer, W.P. Lane, H.P.  Mabrey, M.D. 
Ector, and J.A. Bryan. 

Heartsill, W.W.,& Wiley, Bell Irvine (Eds.). (1992). Fourteen Hundred and 91 Days in the 
Confederate Army. Broadfoot Publishing Company. Wilmington, North Carolina 

Possibly the most complete documented company record of the Civil War thanks to Sergeant 
W.W. Heartsill who kept daily records of co.‟s activities. Most in this company  were from 
Marion and Harrison County. This was the W.P. Lane Rangers aka Co. F, 2nd  Regiment 
Texas Mounted Rifles. 

Historic Preservation Consulting Services. (1994). The Jefferson Magazine:  A Confederate 
Munitions Storehouse in the Trans-Mississippi Department. The Historic Jefferson Foundation. 
Draft nomination for consideration to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Jameson, W.C. (1991).  Buried Treasures of Texas.   August House Publishers: Little Rock.   
Interesting stories of buried treasures, some in the Red River/Caddo Lake area. 
 
Jordan-Bychkov, Terry G. (2003)., The Upland South., Charlottesville, VA., : University of 
Virginia Press. 
Jordan, Terry G. (1984). Texas.,  Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, Inc. 
Jordan, Terry G. (1982). Texas Graveyards: A Cultural Legacy. Austin: University of Texas 
Press. 
Jordan, Terry G. (1978). Texas Log Buildings: A folk Architecture. Austin: University of Texas 
Press. 
Jordan Terry G. (1981). Trails to Texas: Southern Roots of Western Cattle Ranching. University 
of Nebraska Press. 
All of these books by Terry Jordan deal with the migration patterns of early settlement in  Texas, 
and evidence of that in East Texas. 
 
King, Edward, & Gray, Robert S. (Eds.). (1974). Texas :1874. Cordovan Press. Houston. Texas. 
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In 1874 Scribner‟s Monthly selected King and illustrator J.W. Champney to tour Texas and 
report on post Reconstruction conditions there.  Jefferson described on page 48. 
 
Kirkland, Elithe Hamilton. (1959). Love is a Wild Assault, New York: Doubleday Publishers. 
A popular historical novel about early times around Caddo Lake. 
 
Klier, B. (2000). Pavie in the Borderlands. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press. 
Journal of Frenchman Theodore Pavie while in Northwest Louisiana in 1829 and 1830.  First 
hand account of Caddo Indians and Great Raft. He relates the story told to him of when “the 
earth trembled, opened up and swallowed the beautiful forest that protected their huts, up to the 
tree tops; today this lake carries the name Lake of the Caddo‟s.”  

Lee, James Ward. (1993). Texas My Texas,  Denton: University of North Texas Press. 
Stories of early Texas, very entertaining. 
 
Lowe, Richard, (1942) The Texas Overland Expedition of 1863. In Mc Whitney, Grady, (Eds.) 
(pp.1-128) McWhitney Foundation Press. 
Bibliographical references of Civil War campaigns and commanders. This describes the  failed 
Union invasion of Texas in the fall of 1863.  This little talked about venture  preceded the Red 
River Campaign of 1864. The 18th Texas Infantry which was made up mostly of Marion Co. 
men, saw much action during this campaign. 
 
McCall, Edith. (1984). Conquering the Rivers Henry Miller Shreve and the Navigation of 
America‟s Inland Waterways.  Louisiana State University Press.  Baton  Rouge and London. 
A biography of Capt. Shreve with much information on the Raft removal and politics involved. 
  
McKenzie, Fred. (1999). Hickory Hill (Avinger, Texas U.S.A. Vol. II). The Watercress Press. San 
Antonio. Texas. 
Avenger, Texas was first called Hickory Hill ; This is the story of the settlement and many, many 
of its occupants.  
 
McKenzie, Fred. (2003). The Abe Rothschild Story. Marshall: self published. 
Mr. McKenzie spent many years gathering the facts on the notorious Rothschild, and his  wife 
who was murdered in Jefferson. He also at one time found the location of the murder site. 
Which today,2007, is on Harold Nix‟ tract.   
  
McLatchie, D. (2002). Marion County Veterans of the Confederate Forces. Jefferson, Texas: 
self published.     
Over 300 veterans listed, with short bios when possible. 
 
McLatchie, D. (2005, 2006, 2007). Marion County, Texas Marriage Record 1860-1906. 
Jefferson, Texas: self published. 
Five volumes, names are listed alphabetically and chronologically. 
  
McLean, Rev. Jon H. A.M.D. D. (1918). Reminiscences.  Smith & Lamar  Publishing House. 
Mr. McLean, born circa 1838, was the grandson of William Pickney Rose. He moved to a farm 
seven miles north of present day Jefferson in 1842, before the town existed.  His  earliest 
memory of Jefferson was in 1846 when it had ”three or four stores and shops of different kinds 
and a population of probably fifty or sixty people.” 
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Meinig, D.W. (1969). Imperial Texas: An Interpretive Essay in Cultural Geography. Austin: 
University of Texas Press. 
 Informative book about early Texas settlement. 
 
Moir, Randal W. (1994). The Jefferson Magazine a Confederate Munitions Storehouse in the 
Trans-Mississippi Department. Frisco, Texas: Historic Preservation Consulting Services. 
A 56 page booklet which is the study which was successfully used to apply for the National 
Registry. It would be a valuable document for future expansion of the Powder Mill as an 
attraction. 
 
 Moore, W. (1985). Every Sun That Rises. U.S.A.: University of Texas Press. 
Wyatt Moore, born in 1901, was a well known fisherman, boat builder, and moon-shiner  and 
story teller. Second half of book is an instruction book on how to build a Caddo Bateau boat. 

Moore, W. The Lost Village of Macon. Cassette recording of interview. 
 
Nance, J.B. (2007). Richard Phillip Crump. Jefferson, Texas: unpublished. 
A biography of Crump who was involved in much of this area‟s history from the 1840‟s until his 
death in 1869. 
 
Nance, J.B. (2007). Stockade Defendants and Related Persons. Jefferson, Texas: unpublished. 
A list of defendants and accused with short bio‟s when possible. Longer bios on Crump, 
Saufley, George Gray, Bud Connor, and John Vines. 
 
Nance, J.B. (2007). Union Men in the Jefferson Area During Reconstruction. Jefferson, Texas: 
unpublished. 
A list of Union soldiers and Republican citizens of the area. The paper included a longer bio. on 
G.P. Buell. 
 
Newspaper Materials Relating to the History of Jefferson, Texas, 1842 – 1875.  Volume 1.  
Prepared for the Historic Jefferson Foundation by Jacques D. Bagur. 
 
Short transcriptions of newspaper articles. 
Newspaper Materials Relating to the History of Jefferson, Texas, 1842 – 1875.  Volume 2.  
Prepared for the Historic Jefferson Foundation by Jacques D. Bagur. 
 
Photocopies of newspaper articles and advertisements.  
Owens, William A. (1983).  Tell Me a Story, Sing Me a Song…A Texas Chronicle. Austin: 
University of Texas Press. 
Good information about early Texas music. 
 
Patman, Wright. (1946). History of Post Offices First congressional District of Texas. Clark Aten, 
Inc. 
A listing of post offices and post masters in northeast Texas.  
 
Robinson, Charles M. III. (2000). The Men Who Wear the Star: The Story of the Texas Rangers. 
New York: Random House. 
 
Stories of early law enforcement in Texas. 
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Root, The Hon. Elihu, Sec. of War, & Ainsworth, Fred C. Brig. Gen. & Kirkley, Joseph & 
Moodey, John S. (Eds.). (1991). War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of 
the Union and  Confederate Armies. Government Printing Office. Washington. 
This is the most important work of Civil War documentation. It is mostly the daily reports of the 
officers concerning their actions. There are also volumes of letters sent by officers and official list 
of prisoners etc. A complete set of these books are available for research at the Jefferson 
Museum, donated by Mrs. Doris Koonze.  J. Nance has a CD copy.  
               
Russell, T. (1971) The Diamond Bessie murder and Rothschild Trials. Waco: Texian Press. 
Details and some transcriptions of the famous Jefferson murder trial. 
 
Russell, Traylor. (1973). Carpetbaggers, Scalawags & Others. Waco Texas: Marion County 
Historical Commission. 
General history of Jefferson and Marion County with many murder and court cases.  
 
Russell, T. (1979). Some Die Twice. Waco: Texian Press. 
A collection of short biographies of about some old west type characters from this area. It 
includes H.P. Mabrey, Cullen Baker, Ben Bickerstaff, Bob Lee, Walter P. Lane, Phillip 
Crump, John Burke, London Daingerfield, Dudley W. Jones, and author‟s grandfather  
“Whit” Russell. 
 
State Historical Society of Missouri. (2007). Bibliography List of NW Louisiana Resources. 
This bibliography includes volumes and journal articles available in the State Historical Society 
of Missouri reference collection. Call numbers are in brackets following each entry. Because the 
reference collection is non-circulating, these items are not available on interlibrary loan. They 
can be used in the reference library reading room. 
 
DeBow, J. D. B. “Spanish Domination in Louisiana.” De Bow‟s Review 7 (December 
854):545568. [F516.3 / Sp24] 
 
Documents Relating to the Purchase and Exploration of Louisiana. I. “The limits and bounds of 
Louisiana.” By Thomas Jefferson. II. “The Exploration of the Red, Black, and the Washita 
Rivers. ” By William Dunbar. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Company, 1904. [F516.31 / D659] 
 
Bossu, Jean Bernard. Travels through the part of North America formerly called Louisiana. 
Translated from the French by John Reinhold Forster. Illustrated with notes relative chiefly to 
Natural History. To which is added by the translator a systematic catalogue of all the known 
plants of English North America, or, A flora Americae Septentrionalis. Together with an abstract 
of the most useful and necessary articles contained in Peter Loefling‟s Travels through Spain 
and Cumana in South America. London: Printed for T. Davies, 1771. [F515 / B655 / In Case] 
 
Chambers, Henry Edward. A History of Louisiana, Wilderness, Colony, Province, Territory, 
State, People. 3 vols. Chicago: American Historical Society, 1925. [976.3 / C355] 
 
Cox, Isaac Joslin. “The Exploration of the Louisiana Frontier, 1803-1806.” 1904 Annual Report 
of the American Historical Association, 149-174. Washington D.C.: American Historical 
Association, 1905. [973.06 / Am31 / 1904] 
 
Din, Gilbert C., ed. The Spanish Presence in Louisiana, 1763-1803. Lafayette: Center for 
Louisiana Studies, University of Southwestern Louisiana, 1996. [976.3 / L933 / V. 2] 
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Douglas, Walter Bond. “Spanish Domination of Upper Louisiana.” Proceedings of the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin for 1913, 74-90. [F516 / D747] 
 
Finiels, Nicolas de. An Account of the Upper Louisiana. Edited by Carl J. Ekberg and  William 
E. Foley, translated by Carl J. Ekberg. Columbia: University of Missouri Press,  1989. [F516 / 
F495] 
 
Pitot, James. Observations on the Colony of Louisiana from 1796 to 1802. Baton Rouge: 
Published for the Historic New Orleans Collection by Louisiana State University Press, 1979. 
[976.3 / P683] 
 
Stenberg, Richard. “The Western Boundary of Louisiana, 1762-1803.” Southwestern Historical 
Quarterly 35 (October 1931): 95-108. [F516 / St42] 
 
Talbott, Wallace T. The Osages: Dominant Power of Louisiana Territory. New York: Carlton 
Press, 1989. [F580.3 / T142] 
 
Sitton, Thad, and Rowold, Milam C. (1987). Ringing the Children In., Texas Country Schools. 
College Station:  Texas A&M University Press. 
Entertaining and informative about early schools in Texas. 
 
Somdal Collection.  Jacques Bagur.  1996. 
This is a listing of inventory of the Somdal Collection housed in the archives at LSU Shreveport. 
Dewey Somdal was a Shreveport businessman and steamboat buff who developed an 
extensive collection on Red River navigation, which is contained in the LSU Shreveport 
Archives.  The collection contains information on W. W. Withenbury‟s case concerning disputed 
ownership of Civil War cotton and on another cotton ownership dispute.  Somdal‟s photograph 
collection includes some boats that went to Jefferson. 

 
Spaight, A. W. (1882). The Resources, Soil and Climate of Texas. A.H. Belo & Company, 
Printer 

Report of Commissioner of Insurance, statistics, and history. Marion County on pages  202-
204. 

Stephens, A. Ray., and Holmes, William M. (1984). Historical Atlas of Texas. Norman, Okla.: 
University of Oklahoma Press. 

Good maps, good information. 

Stroud, David V. (2004). Ector‟s Texas Brigade and the Army of Tennessee 1862-1865. Ranger 
Publishing. Longview, Texas. 

Information on East Texas regiments in the Civil War. Ector was closely associated with  R.P. 
Crump, William Ochiltree and other Marion County characters. 
                                      
Stroud, David. (1997). Flames and Vengeance: The East Texas Fires and the Presidential 
Election of 1860. Alliance Press. Carrollton. Texas. 
In 1860 there was something of a panic caused by a series of fires that broke out in several 
Texas towns including Jefferson. Many believed it was the start of a slave uprising started by 
abolitionist who came to Texas to lead slaves to destroy the slave-owners and their property. 
This is that story. 
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Tarpley, Fred. (1983). Jefferson: Riverport to the Southwest. Wolfe City, TX:  Henington 
Publishing Company. 
This history of Jefferson, sponsored by the Jefferson Carnegie Library, represents 3 years of 
research and writing by the author and local citizens. 
 
Teel, Robert W. (1995). Cullen Montgomery Baker: Champion of the Lost Cause.  Self 
Published Huntsville. Alabama. 
Biography of the noted outlaw written by a descendant of Baker‟s.  
   
Tennant, A. (1985). A Field Guide to Texas Snakes. Austin: Texas Monthly Press. 
Identifies thirty different varieties in Marion/Harrison County area with many  photographs. 
This or similar book should be studied before work on hiking trails. 
 
Texas Archaeological Research Laboratory. Texas Beyond History. University of Texas at 
Austin. Accessed from http://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/index.html 
Texas Beyond History (TBH) is a public education service of the Texas Archeological Research 
Laboratory at the University of Texas at Austin, in partnership with Begun in 2001, its purpose is 
to interpret and share the results of archeological and historical research on the cultural heritage 
of Texas with the citizens of Texas and the world. 
 
Texas State Historical Association. The Handbook of Texas. Accessed from 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/ 

The New Handbook of Texas  is a multidisciplinary encyclopedia of Texas history, geography, 

and culture. It comprises more than 23,000 articles on people, places, events, historical themes, 
institutions, and a host of other topic categories. The scope is broad and inclusive, designed to 
provide readers with concise, authoritative, and accessible articles that provide factual, 
nonpartisan accounts on virtually every aspect of Texas history and culture. 

 

Texas State Historical Association. The LaSalle Expedition to Texas:  The Journal of Henri 
Joutel, 1684-1687. (W. C. Foster, Ed., J. S. Warren, Trans.). Austin: Texas State Historical 
Association. 

Translation of the accounts from the Joutel journal of LaSalle‟s expedition , 1684-1687,  across 
East Texas to establish a fort and colony near the mouth of the Mississippi. 

The “Red River Reminiscences” of Capt. W. W. Withenbury.  Edited and annotated by Jacques 
D. Bagur. 

Photocopy.  “Thirty-nine letters by Withenbury are used.  They fall into four parts: 

An introductory letter in which Withenbury makes a few fundamental points and lays out his plan 
of response to the [New Orleans] Picayune. Two letters concerning the voyage in 1838 of the 
Concord  under Capt. Jonathan Hildreth, in which Withenbury did not participate. Two letters 
concerning the voyages in 1840-1841 of the Relief under Capt. Joseph Ross, and the Hunter 
under Capt. Benjamin Crooks, in which Withenbury did not participate. Thirty-four letters 
concerning the voyage in 1841-1842 of the Relief under Capt. Joseph Ross, in which Hildreth 
served as pilot and Withenbury served as clerk. 

Tolbert, Frank X. (1951).  An Informal History of Texas: From Cabeza de Vaca to Temple 
Houston.  Harper & Brothers, Publishers. New York. New York. 

http://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/index.html
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/
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This contains many interesting short Texas stories, but of note would be chapter 7, which tells of 
Davy Crockett‟s entrance into Texas. 

Tomlin, John. (1849). Tales of the Caddo. Lyle H. Wright microfilm collection. Reel T-5. 
An early non-scientific but popular report on Caddo Lake.  
 
Tyson, Carl Newton. (1981). The Red River in Southwestern History. Norman Okla.: University 
of Oklahoma Press. 
Stories about the area around the river and Caddo Lake. 
 
Vines, R. (1977). Trees of East Texas. Austin: University of Texas Press. 
538 page field guide with illustrations written for layman or expert. 
 
Way, Frederick Jr., (1983).  Way‟s Packet Directory 1848-1994.  Ohio University Press.  Athens. 
An exhaustive documentation of U.S. steamboats; includes names, size, where built, owners, 
captains, and service etc. 
Wind, James P. (1990). Places of Worship. The Nearby History Series. Nashville, Tennessee: 
American Association for State and Local History. 
Good information about buildings and churches. 
 
Wigginton, Eliot, and Bennett, Margie., Editors. (1977). Foxfire 9. Garden City, New York: 
anchor Press/Doubleday. 
Wigginton, Eliot. (1985). Sometimes a Shining Moment: The Foxfire Experience.  Garden City, 
New York: Anchor Press/Doubleday. 
These books are good evidence that schooling can inspire heritage. 
 
Withenbury, W. W. 1870. Cincinnati, Ohio Newspaper Feature Articles 
Photocopies.  Feature articles by Withenbury found in the Cincinnati Commercial. 
 
Wooster, Ralph A. (2002). Lone Star Regiments in Gray.  Eakin Press. Austin. Texas. 
Mr. Wooster describes the organization, leadership, and combat of seventy eight Texas 
Confederate regiments 
 
Works Project Administration. (1940). Index to Probate Cases of Texas No. 155 Marion, County 
May 15, 1860- May 2, 1939. Jefferson, Texas: Author.  
A useful tool in researching families and land. Copies are kept in probate record room at  Marion 
County courthouse. 
 
Natural Science 

Caddo Lake Institute. November 1994.  Biodiversity Reference Notebook. 

Three-ring notebook with a compilation of photocopies related to the biology of Caddo Lake, 
such as listings of species that may be found. 

Caddo Lake Institute.  February 1995.  Water Quality Reference Material Notebook. 

Three-ring notebook with a compilation of photocopies of government and lab reports related to 
the water quality of the Big Cypress Bayou Watershed.  

Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer Summary Baseline Monitoring Project, EPA FY ‟98, Part II of Triennial 
Summary Report. Water Quality Management Division of the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality. (1998).   
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Report of the attempt to sample all project wells producing from a common aquifer in a  narrow 
time frame. Also, to more conveniently and economically promulgate those data  collected, 
these aquifer summaries will make up the project Triennial Summary Report.  

Cypress Bayou Basin, Texas : Feasibility Report.  February 1987.  U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Fort Worth District. 

This report presents the results of a study concerning water resources plan of improvements for 
the Cypress Bayou Basin, Texas.  The study has been conducted under authority derived from  

Examination of Ferry (Caddo) Lake.  Volume 1: Miscellaneous Documents. U.S. Department of 
the Interior.  1914.   

In Introductory Notes by Jacques D. Bagur.  “In 1913-14, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
conducted a major study of the Louisiana side of Caddo Lake, which was then known as Ferry 
Lake.  Oil had been discovered in the area, and there were disputes over  public versus private 
ownership and among private interests.  The disputes resulted in a number of court cases called 
collectively the „Ferry Lake Cases,‟ some of which went to  the U.S. Supreme Court. 

A lot of money was at stake, and the various parties to the disputes had their own teams  of 
lawyers and technical experts.  The Department of the Interior was brought into these disputes 
because it was necessary to answer certain technical questions that could only be answered 
through a large, detailed, and objective study that could stand up in the face of minute analysis 
and intense questioning. 

There were three principal investigators in the study.  Arthur Kidder, the Supervisor of Surveys 
for the General Land Office of the Department of the Interior, was in charge of the study.  Major 
contributions were made by Frank Leverett, a geologist with the U.S. Geological Survey, and 
Lionel Janes, an ecologist with the General Land Office.  They were assisted by a large team of 
technicians. 

The study had three major purposes:   To determine whether Caddo Lake existed and was a 
navigable body of water in 1812 when Louisiana entered the Union.  This needed to be done 
because public claim to water bodies is based on navigability. 

To determine the mean (or ordinary) high water level on the lake in 1812 and in 183 when the 
original state survey of the Caddo Lake area was conducted by A.W. Warren of the Louisiana 
General Land Office.  This was done because mean high water is the dividing line between 
public and private property. 

Guardia, John Edward.  Successive Human Adjustments to Raft Conditions in Lower Red River 
Valley.  Department of Geography.  University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois.  1927; 108 p. 

Photocopy.  A dissertation submitted to the graduate faculty in candidacy for the degree  of 
Master of Science. 

Hardy, Laurence M. 1995. Checklist of the Amphibians and reptiles of the Caddo Lake 
Watershed in Texas and Louisiana. Bulletin of the Museum of Sciences (Louisiana State 
University at Shreveport) No. 10: 1-31. 

The objectives of this project were threefold: 1) to compile a bibliography of the scientific 
literature that documents museum specimens, specific localities, or other pertinent information 
related to the amphibian and reptile fauna of the Caddo Lake watershed; 2) to inventory the 
existing voucher specimens of amphibians and reptiles in scientific museum collections; 3) from 
the preceding information, to compile a checklist of the species of amphibians and reptiles 
known to exist in the Caddo Lake watershed.” 
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Hengold, James L. and Laurence M. Hardy.  1996.  Web of Life: The Ecology and Biodiversity 
of Caddo Lake. 1995. Louisiana State University in Shreveport.  Shreveport, LA. 14 p. 

This brochure was written for a general audience about the ecology and biodiversity of  the 
Caddo Lake watershed. 

Jacques Bagur‟s collection of negatives of photographs in the National Archives that were taken 
of Caddo Lake prior to the major 1914 study. 

Jefferson & Southwestern Exploration : The Freeman & Custis Accounts of the Red River 
Expedition of 1806.  Edited with Introduction and epilogue by Dan L. Flores. 

Photocopy of Part Three: Layover at the Coushatta Village, June and July 1806. 

Photographs CA. 1909-1911.  National Archives. 

King, Sammy L.; Keeland, Bobby D.; and Moore, Joseph L.  Beaver Lodge Distributions and 
Damage Assessments in a Forested Wetland Ecosystem in the Southern United States.  Draft.  
United States Geological Survey, Biological Resources Division, National Wetlands Research 
Center, Lafayette, LA.  [1997] 

The results of this study indicate that there is a well-established beaver population at Caddo 
Lake that is inflicting minor, but highly visible, damage to the bald cypress trees and seedlings.  
The presence of nutria and dense stands of water hyacinth and hydrilla present difficult 
management challenges for maintaining the aesthetic and functional attributes of this Ramsar 
International Wetland of Significance.  Furthermore, the results of this study demonstrated some 
weaknesses of beaver census techniques within forested  lacustrine systems in the southern 
United States. 

Lord, Roger. [1992?] Forest Resource Report : Jefferson Texas Working Circle.  Texas Forest 
Service, College Station, Texas. 

Based  on the 1992 Forest Survey of East Texas. This report contains forest resource statistics 
for the circular region within 75-mile radius of Jefferson, Texas.  The source of the data is the 
1992 Forest Survey of East Texas.  The Forest Survey is a project of the  Forest Inventory and 
Analysis Unit of the Southern Forest Experiment Station, USDA Forest Service, in Starkville, 
MS.  The Survey consists of ground sample plots spaced along a 3-mile grid network across 
East Texas.  Forest inventory crews take numerous measurements at each of the plots.  Data is 
computerized and analyzed to provide statistically sound data of forest resource conditions. 

Lord, Roger; Norris, John; Tullos, Jay.  1992. Voluntary Compliance with Forestry Best 
Management Practices in East Texas.  Texas Forest Service. [College Station, Texas]. 

A system to evaluate the level of compliance and effectiveness of forestry Best Management 
Practices in East Texas was designed and implemented.  A total of 162 sites on which 
silvicultural activities had occurred between mid-1990 and mid-1992 were evaluated.  These 
sites were a representative sample of the forestry activities which  occurred in the state during 
that time period. 

McWilliams, William H.; Lord, Roger G. (1986). Forest Resources of East Texas.  Resource 
Bulletin SO-136.  New Orleans, LA:  U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Southern 
Forest Experiment Station. 61 p. 

This report presents the principal findings of the fifth forest survey of east Texas (1986) and 
changes that have occurred since earlier surveys.  Topics examined include the status and 
trends in forest area, timber volume, growth, removals, mortality, and timber products output. 
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Miller, Patrick E.; Hartsell, Andrew J. 1992.  Forest statistics for east Texas counties – 1992.  
Resource Bulletin SO-173.  New Orleans, LA:  U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, 
Southern Forest Experiment Station.  55 p. 

Tabulates forest resource information from a new inventory of the east counties of Texas. 
Preliminary Checklist of the Vascular Plants of the Wetlands of Caddo Lake State Park  and 
Wildlife Management Area.  Douglas N. Hine and Dr. James E. Van Kley.  Department of 
Biology, Stephen F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches, Texas.    

Douglas N. Hine and Dr. James E. Van Kley. (1996). Preliminary Checklist of the Vascular 
Plants of the Wetlands of Caddo Lake State Park and Wildlife Management Area. Department 
of Biology, Stephen F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches, Texas. 22 p. 

The vascular flora of Caddo Lake State Park and Wildlife Management Area were collected and 
identified during the fall growing season of 1994, and the spring growing season of 1995.  Areas 
with different vegetation cover were identified and mapped from aerial photographs.  Each area 
was ground truthed, and data recorded identifying all species present, a description of the site 
was recorded and the area classified into a  community type and photographed. Most of this 
document is a twenty page list of the species recorded and their respective families. 

Relative Abundance and Seasonal Habitat Use of Bird Species at Caddo Lake with 
Comparisons to Other Sites in the Red River Drainage System.  Robert B. Hamilton, James W. 
Lind, Sharon L. Lind, Keith Ouchley.  Avian Ecology Lab, School of Forestry, Wildlife, and 
Fisheries.  Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA.  April 15, 1996; 19 p. 

The purpose of this study was to determine the seasonal use and relative abundance of 
songbird species in the Caddo lake region in northeastern Texas.  This region is unique 
because it contains one of the largest remaining areas of cypress habitat in this part of the 
country. 

Smith, Edward.  1849. Account of a Journey Through North-Eastern Texas, Undertaken in 1849 
for the Purposes of Emigration.  Hamilton, Adams, & Co., London [England].  188 p. 

Photocopy.  A report to which are appended letters and verbal communication, from eminent 
individuals; lists of temperature; of prices of land, produce, and articles of merchandize; and of 
cost of carriage and labor; in several parts of the western and southern states; and the recently 
adopted Constitution of Texas, with maps from the last authentic survey. This report is an 
obviously biased attempt to persuade people to move to Texas. 

Soil Survey of Harrison County, Texas.  U.S. Department of Agriculture.  October 1994.  252 p. 

This soil survey is a publication of the National Cooperative Soil Survey, a joint effort of the 
United States Department of Agriculture and other Federal agencies, State agencies including 
the Agricultural Experiment Stations, and local agencies. 

United States of America versus Jeems Bayou Fishing and Hunting Club, et al 

This document is a result of a lawsuit.  Note from Jacques Bagur, July 1996 – “United States of 
America v. Jeems Bayou Fishing and Hunting Club, et al. was the first of the famous “Ferry 
Lake Cases,” a set of 18 suits in which the U.S. Government sought compensation for the 
extraction of oil from public properties on Caddo Lake.  A decision in favor of the plaintiff (the 
United States) was made in 1919 by Judge Rufus E. Foster of the U.S. District Court of the 
Western District of Louisiana, which is located in Shreveport.  The defendants appealed the 
case to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans as Jeems Bayou Fishing and Hunting 
Club, et al. v. United States. 
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The following document is the transcript of the circuit court record, which was obtained from the 
National Archives – Southwest Region in Fort Worth.  It contains a great deal of information on 
Caddo Lake, which at that time was known as Ferry Lake.  Of particular interest is the testimony 
of Kidder, Leverett, and Hanes, the major participants in the 1914 Department of the Interior 
study of Ferry Lake.  I reviewed the lower court case records and the briefs and arguments of 
the appellants (Jeems Bayou Fishing and Hunting Club, et al.) and the appellate (the United 
States) in the circuit court case, but didn‟t find anything of interest. 

Watershed Protection Plan:  Strategy for Protecting Caddo Lake: Public Meeting of Caddo Lake 
Stakeholders, February 3, 2006.  Sponsors: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 
Northeast Texas Municipal Water District, [and] Jeffersonian Institute. 

This consists of printouts of PowerPoint slides that used during the public meeting.  A list of 
stakeholders with their contact information is in the back. .  A list of stakeholders with their 
contact information is in the back. 

Water Quality and Sediment Data from Caddo Lake, 1973-1993.  Texas Natural Resource 
Conservation Commission.  1994.This is a water quality monitoring report. 

Water/Wastewater Engineering Appraisal Report of South Shore Services, Caddo Lake, Texas.  
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Oklahoma-Texas Area Office, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  August 
1995. 

This appraisal report describes options for water supply and wastewater treatment in the Caddo 
Lake area.  The lake comprises about 30,000 acres of cypress swamp in the Cypress River 
Watershed in northeast Texas and northwest Louisiana.  A 1994 study of fecal coliform 
concluded that Caddo Lake is being contaminated by wastewater discharge in the area.   

The report is part of the Caddo Lake Initiative, to pursue, with local direction and  guidance, 
development activities and environmental initiatives at Caddo Lake and in the surrounding 
Cypress Valley Watershed.  Several activities have been undertaken by a partnership among 
Congressman Jim Chapman‟s office, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps), National Biological Service (NBS), and local interests.  The U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) joined the partnership in October, 1994. 

Water/Wastewater Engineering Appraisal Report for the Communities of Karnack, Uncertain, 
Pine Island Point, Mossey Acres, Cypress Village, Taylor Island, and Longpoint, Harrison 
County, Texas.  September 1995.  U.S. Department of the Interior. Bureau of Reclamation.  
Austin, TX. 

This appraisal report describes options for water supply and wastewater treatment in the Caddo 
Lake area of Harrison County, Texas.  The study area includes the communities of Karnack, 
Uncertain, Pine Island Point, Mossey Acres, Cypress Village, Taylor Island, and Longpoint.  
This effort was part of the Caddo Lake Initiative, a collection of activities undertaken by a 
partnership among Congressman Jim Chapman‟s office, Federal and State agencies, and other 
local interests to look at sustainable development and environmental protection opportunities in 
the Cypress Bayou Watershed of northeast Texas. 

Williams, Hans M.  May 1993.  Wetland Impact Assessment for the Red River Waterway, 
Shreveport, LA to Daingerfield, TX Navigation Project.  Prepared for the U.S. Army Engineer 
District, Vicksburg, MS. 

The objective is to present the estimates of wetland acres to be impacted by construction of the 
4-Barge Tow Authorized Alignment navigation channel.  The estimates were requested by 
USAED, Vicksburg, for inclusion in a comprehensive assessment of project benefits and costs. 
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Winemiller, W.O., Roelke, D.L., Chin, A., Davis, S.E., Wilcox, B., & Romero, L.M., (2005). 
Caddo Lake annotated bibliography March 2005 (ISF-TNC FLOWS TAMU). College Station, 
Texas: Texas A&M University.  Retrieved April 11, 2007, from 
http://www.caddolakeinstitute.us/Docs/TAMU_SummaryReport_AnnotatedBibliog.pdf 

This document, commissioned by the Caddo Lake Institute contains a bibliographic review of 
the Caddo Lake region conducted by Texas A&M University-College Station in 2005.  The 53 
page document provides information on different aspects of Caddo Lake history such as 
hydrologic changes, formation of Caddo Lake, vegetation, and navigation.  The document is 
divided into eight sections: 

    Section             Pages 

  1) Caddo Lake Historical Background    1-5 

  2) Hydrology and Geomorphology (introduction)      5 

      Groundwater Hydrology      5-7 

         Sedimentation and Contaminants     7-8 

      Geotechnical and Geomorphic Investigations      8 

      Surface Hydrology       8-11 

  3) Water Quality       12-22 

  4) Aquatic Ecology (introduction)       22 

      Fish Community       22-34 

      Invertebrate Community      34-36 

  5) Wetland Vegetation      36-45 

  6) Other Fauna       45-47 

  7) Relevant Information to Caddo Lake System   47-51 

  8) Maps        51-52 

 

Tourism 

Appendix A : Detailed Results of Big Cypress Bayou, Texas Recreation Needs/User Survey.  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District, Texas.  1995. 29, A-6, B-61, 47 p. 

Moore Diversified Services, Inc. was retained by Geo-Marine to conduct a survey of a sampling 
of consumers who reside in east and southeast Texas and Louisiana.  The basic objective of 
the study was to identify future recreational demands and facility needs with9iin the study area 
and, in particular, the demand and potential interest for facilities located in the area where the 
historic Port of Jefferson existed. 

Caddo Lake and Associated Watershed: A Proposal for Environmental Initiatives and 
Sustainable Development.  Presented by Congressman Jim Chapman and Texas Parks & 
Wildlife Department.  October 22, 1993. 40 p.  

This proposal for Caddo Lake and the Cypress Valley Watershed, presented by Congressman 
Jim Chapman and the State of Texas through the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 

http://www.caddolakeinstitute.us/Docs/TAMU_SummaryReport_AnnotatedBibliog.pdf
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promotes the protection of the environment while exploring options for sustainable economic 
development and continued traditional uses. 

Corps of Engineers, Ft. Worth District.  Texas A&M University, Technology and Economic 
Development Division, College Station, TX.  1995. 

Three-ring binder.  This is an economic and demographic analysis of Caddo Parish, LA and 
nine counties in Northeast Texas.  This is the first of a two part report. 

Draft: Big Cypress Bayou Fish and Wildlife Restoration.  Freese and Nichols, March 11, 2002. 

Final engineering specification plan for the Port of Jefferson Restoration Project. 

Economic Structure and Tourism in Cypress Bayou: Executive Summary.  Texas A&M 
University, Department of Recreation, Park and Tourism Sciences.  1995. 17 p. 

A short study measuring the economic contribution of tourism.  Several tables and charts 
illustrate the economics. 

Ecosystem Restoration Report and Integrated Environmental Assessment for Big Cypress 
Bayou Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration, Jefferson, Texas.  Draft.  January 2000.  U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District.  Fort Worth, Texas. 

This Ecosystem Restoration Report present the results of a study conducted under the authority 
of Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, as amended (33 USC 2201).  
The purpose of this study was to identify the ecosystem degradation caused by the construction 
and operation of Lake O‟ the Pines and subsequent development activities, evaluate measures 
to restore important ecosystem resources, and recommend and ecosystem restoration project, if 
one could be identified which meets the applicable project criteria.  At the request from the city 
of Jefferson, Texas, the Fort Worth District, United States Army Corps of Engineers, completed 
this study. 

Green, Melissa M.; Bagur, Jacques; Hunt, Steven M.; Ahr, Steven W.; Shanabrook, David.  
Archeological Assessment of Big Cypress Bayou Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration Area, 
Jefferson, Texas.  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District. 2003.  180 p. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District, is investigating the potential impacts of 
the proposed Big Cypress Bayou Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration plan on historic 
properties.  The focus of the habitat restoration plan in the city of Jefferson, Texas, is to restore 
wetland environments and to provide areas for ongoing educational efforts and environment 
research. 

Huff, Jacquie.  Baseline Conditions : An Interim Report [of the] Regional Economic 
Development Study for the Cypress Bayou Watershed Management Study.  Prepared for the 
U.S.  

Huff, Jacquie.  Final Economic Development Study [of the] Cypress Bayou Watershed.  Texas 
A&M University, Technology and Economic Development Division, College Station, TX.  1995. 

This study was prepared under contract to the Corps of Engineers, Ft. Worth District, to 
examine possible economic development opportunities for the Cypress Bayou Watershed, r a 
region including ten Northeast Texas counties and one Louisiana Parish.  The study team first 
examined the region from an objective, statistical view of the region‟s population, agricultural 
output, history, quality of life (measured by crime, health, and education) and attractiveness to 
existing and new business.  These Baseline Conditions Reports, prepared county by county in 
separate studies, formed the foundation for a comprehensive industrial targeting investigation 
as well as insight into future tourism and agriculture opportunities, which are also considered 
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important to this region‟s long-term economic prosperity. This study‟s principal goal was to 
identify specific industry candidates on which this region can focus its attention, rather than 
being dependent on a slow trickle of inquiries from a broad spectrum of companies over which 
the region has distinct, planned advantage. 

Louisiana Highway Markers. Envelope from the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation 
and Tourism with the following lists:  Markers Erected By Private Groups in Consultation with 
the Louisiana Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation  

Moir, Randall W.  A Cultural Resources Survey and Archaeological Reconnaissance of the Big 
Cypress Bayou‟s Section 1135 Feasibility Study Area, Jefferson, Texas.  U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Fort Worth, Texas.  1998.  119 p. 

This report provides the results of a cultural resources reconnaissance survey and historical 
background review of the proposed Port Of Jefferson environmental restoration project. 

National Park Service Letter Concerning the Designating Caddo Lake as a National Park. 
(1963). Jack and Mary Jane Sanders. 

A letter written by Secretary of the Department of Interior, Stewart Udall, to the Sanders 
discussing Caddo Lake as a National Park.  

 

Results of Big Cypress Bayou, Texas Recreation Needs/User Survey : Preliminary Technical 
Data.  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District, Texas.  1994. 
Survey report of recreational needs of Caddo Lake Watershed area. 
 
Texas Forest Trail Region.  Texas Historical Commission.  2002; 141 p. 
On title page – “A site assessment and evaluation for the Texas Heritage Trails Program.” 
Texas Highway Markers. 
 
Folder with printouts from http://www.tourhwy59ntex.org that lists historical highway markers. 
 
Wetlands 
A Proposal for Designation of Protected Areas as Caddo Lake, Cypress Bayou Basin, Texas as 
Wetlands of International Importance.  July 30, 1993.  Prepared and submitted by Southwest 
Region, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
In folder entitled “Caddo Lake Cypress Bayou Basin Ramsar Site Dedication” 
This proposal requests designation of the wetlands within the Caddo Lake State Park and 
Wildlife Management Area as Wetlands of International Importance. 
 
Shellman, Dwight K.  Community-Based Wetland Management : Caddo Lake Institute, Texas, 
Case Study.  March 23, 1996.  Presented at the Convention on Wetlands of International 
Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat, 6th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting 
Parties, Brisbane, Australia. 
The function of the Caddo Lake Institute is described as primarily to train educators how  to 
teach students in the importance of wetlands such as Caddo Lake.  Caddo Lake is used  as a 
laboratory in the training. 
 
Miscellaneous  

Three ring binder containing the following: 
The Great Pearl Hunt at Caddo Lake by Katherine Williams 

http://www.tourhwy59ntex.org/
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Caddo-Clinton Oil & Gas Company Prospectus, ca. 1906 
Texas Regional Outlook 11/94: Forecasts for Marion County from John Sharp, Comptroller, 
State of Texas 
Abundance and Seasonal Habitat Use of Bird Species at Caddo Lake.  From U.S. Dept of 
Interior 
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Appendix 3 
Affected Communities 

 
Vivian:   
Incorporated in 1912 as a town, its town site was developed and marketed by a subsidiary of 
the Kansas City Southern Railroad in 1896.  Vivian was the business hub of the north Caddo 
Parish petroleum boom era of 1905 to 1945.  Vivian's population in the 2000 census was listed 
at 4031. Vivian's park area includes a public swimming pool, ball fields, rodeo arena, and a 
community center that can be used for group meetings.  Located in Vivian are a motel, a 25-bed 
hospital with a 24/7 emergency room, dental and veterinarian services, two banks with ATMs, 
police force, fire station, three convenience stores with one operating 24/7, two grocery markets, 
two dollar stores, a Wal-Mart Store, seven restaurants, a radio station, a weekly newspaper, 
nine churches, five beauty parlors, two barber shops, two car washes, an auto parts store, five 
automobile repair and maintenance shops, a hardware store, a feed and seed store, two resale 
shops, a wholesale arts and crafts materials company, and a post office.  Located 2 miles south 
of Vivian is a 24/7 travel center offering fuel, fishing bait, a convenience store, a restaurant, and 
a bar with poker gambling machines. 
 
Oil City:  
 Incorporated as a town in 1958, Oil City sprang into being in 1905 as an oil boom town when 
the discovery oil well of the Caddo Pine Island Oil Field was completed there.  The town 
continues as the center of the petroleum industry in the area.  The 2000 census listed 1219 
residents.  Oil City is the home of the Louisiana State Oil and Gas Museum.  Located in Oil City 
are three churches, two convenience stores with one operating 24/7, a tobacco store, one bank 
with ATM, a medical clinic, and two restaurants.  The Town is located less than 1 mile from 
Caddo Lake. 
 
Mooringsport:   
Mooringsport was incorporated as a town in 1927 and is located on a bluff that provides a 
breathtaking view of Caddo Lake.  Mooringsport is the oldest continuously populated community 
in north Caddo Parish dating back to about 1837 when Timothy Mooring established his 
homestead there just south of Caddo Lake.  Mooring began operating a ferry service across 
Caddo Lake in the early 1840s and his landing evolved into a steamboat port and became 
known as Mooring's Port.  There were 833 people enumerated there during the 2000 census.  
Mooringsport offers the traveler 2 automobile service stations, a general store, church services, 
and a restaurant. 
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Figure 41 Caddo Lake Baptism at Mooringsport - 1916 
 

Hosston:   
In 1898, as the Texarkana, Shreveport and Natchez (TS&N) Railroad built its line south into the 
area it bought and bartered for land and built depots and flag stations at selected locations.  The 
village of Hosston grew around the depot and post office that was constructed on property that 
had belonged to the Hoss family.  Hosston was incorporated as a village in 1968.  Hosston has 
always been an agricultural community and experienced growth during the oil boom era.  The 
2000 population of Hosston was 387.  Located in Hosston are churches, a convenience store 
and a post office. 
 
Rodessa:   
Shortly after the Kansas City Pittsburg and Gulf Railroad (KCP&G) constructed its line into the 
area in 1895 a community began to grow around where the railroad crossed the Shreveport to 
Lewisville Road.  A post office was opened there in a grocery store in 1896. Since a post office 
required a name, the community called it Rodessa, after, so the story goes, a railroad official's 
daughter.  In 1935 Rodessa experienced a 10-year period of growth when the discovery oil well 
was completed there in the Rodessa Oil Field and by 1940 the village's population was 
estimated at 8000. A railroad depot was built there in 1936.  The village was incorporated in 
1967.  In 2000 Rodessa's population was 307.  Located in Rodessa are churches, a 
convenience store and a post office. 
 
Belcher:   
In 1899 when the TS&N built its railroad through the area, people who had lived nearer the river 
began to move adjacent to the railroad line.  As growth ensued people named their community 
Horseshoe after the adjacent bayou.  In 1900 a post office was opened in one of the homes and 
the community renamed the location Belcher after the majority land owner who had sold land to 
the railroad.  Belcher has always been a small farming community. Located in Belcher are 
beautiful old homes, churches, a convenience store, and an automobile repair shop. The 2000 
census listed 272 residents of the village. 
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Ida:   
In 1899 J.R. Chandler sold 8 1/2 acres of land to the TS&N railroad for a right-of-way across his 
property.  In 1897 Chandler opened a post office in his store adjacent to the railroad and named 
it Ida after his daughter.  In 1905 the TS&N built a depot near the store and Ida prospered.  Ida 
experienced growth during the Rodessa oil boom of the 1930s and 40s but has always been 
and remains a farming community.  The population of Ida in the 2000 census was 258. 
Churches, a general store, convenience store and a post office are located in Ida. 
  
 

     Figure 42  Evans House Built ca 1870 Near Ida 
 

Gilliam:   
In 1898 the TS&N Railroad needed to cross about one mile of property belonging to James 
Gilliam.  The railroad got its right-of-way in exchange for constructing and maintaining a depot 
on the property naming it Gilliam.  In 1900 a post office was opened there.  Gilliam remains a 
farming community and located there is one of the few remaining cotton gins in the region.  The 
2000 census enumerated 178 residents in Gilliam.  Located in Gilliam are a general store, three 
restaurants, a post office, and the Crossroads Museum inside a branch of the Shreve Memorial 
Library. 
 
The greatest separation distance between any two adjacent communities in north Caddo Parish 
is less than 10 miles.  At the widest, Caddo Prairie is only about 15 miles across.  The drive 
from just north of Shreveport to the Three States area along LA Hwy. 1 or to Ida along US Hwy. 
71 is less than 40 miles. 
 
Uncertain:  
Uncertain is an incorporated community on the shores of Caddo Lake seventeen miles 
northeast of Marshall in northeastern Harrison County.  The site was once known as Uncertain 



 

148 

 

Landing, so named, according to one local tradition, because of the difficulty steamboat 
captains in earlier days had in mooring their vessels there.  Another tradition has it that the town 
name came from the uncertainty that residents had about their citizenship before the boundary 
between the United States and the Republic of Texas had been established.  The latter 
uncertainty was a substantial benefit to residents who did not like paying taxes.  In the early 
1900s, the site included a hunting, fishing, and boating society called the Uncertain Club.  
During the 1940s, the community had scattered dwellings, a sawmill, several camping lodges, 
and some five other businesses.   In a bid to promote tourism by providing an area with legal 
alcohol consumption, the community was incorporated as Uncertain in 1961.  That year many of 
its 213 citizens were fishing-camp operators.  The population of Uncertain was estimated at 189 
in 1988, and the town limits were irregularly shaped, as they were designed to include most of 
the restaurants and fishing camps along that part of the Caddo Lake shoreline.  Beer Smith's 
Caddo Lake Airport, known as the Fly and Fish, also lay within the boundaries of the 
community.  In 1990, the population of Uncertain was 194. The population was 150 in 2000. 
 
Except for Jefferson and the gateway cities of Shreveport and Marshall, Uncertain is the only 
municipality leveraged to support heritage tourism in the Caddo Lake area.  Over 20 Bed and 
Breakfast establishments with approximately 75 beds offer overnight and extended lodging.  
There are over a dozen fishing and tour guides for hire, three private marinas, and four 
grocery/convenience stores in the area.  Currently, however, only two restaurants are open for 
business. 
 
Karnack:   
Karnack is at the intersection of TX FM 134 and 449, on the Louisiana and Arkansas Railway 
near Caddo Lake in northeastern Harrison County.  Its name reportedly derived from the 
supposition that its distance from Port Caddo (the northeastern port of entry for the Republic of 
Texas) was the same as that of Karnack from Thebes in ancient Egypt.  In 1898, a post office 
opened at Karnack and the community shipped cotton and other commodities.  Caddo Lake 
oilfields began producing in 1906.  By 1915, the community had a population of 100, a general 
store operated by T.J. Taylor, and a gristmill and cotton gin owned by W. H. Wurtzburger.  In 
1927, Karnack's population was estimated at 400.  In 1989, Karnack had twelve businesses, 
and in 1990 it reported 775 residents.  The population remained unchanged in 2000.  Lady Bird 
Johnson's childhood home, a two-story, white-brick house from the era of antebellum Texas, is 
at a site 2½ miles southwest of town on TX Hwy. 43.  Karnack became known from 1989 to 
1991 because of the destruction of Pershing IA and II missiles at Longhorn Army Ammunition 
Plant there.  There are currently no businesses associated with the support of heritage tourism.  
The Caddo Lake State Park and Wildlife Management Area is very near, located between 
Karnack and Uncertain.  The recently opened Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge provides 
Karnack with a world-class heritage and nature tourism destination.   
 
Leigh:   
Leigh, also known as Antioch, is at the intersection of TX FM 134 and 1999, fourteen miles 
northeast of Marshall in northeastern Harrison County.  The community is on a site said to have 
been the location of a large Indian village.  In the early 1840s, J. J. Webster built a plantation 
home, Mimosa Hall, a mile southwest of the site; Webster's descendents occupied the house 
until 1984, when the property was sold.  The community of Antioch, which had a predominantly 
black population, was founded before 1900 and was centered around the Antioch Baptist 
Church.  In 1900, the forerunner of the Louisiana and Arkansas Railway built through Antioch, 
and Rev. James Patterson built a restaurant and a general store on land adjoining the railroad.  
Residents of Blocker, three miles to the northeast, moved to the railroad community.  Antioch 
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was renamed Leigh in 1901, after the wife of John W. Furrh, who owned much of the land on 
the railroad, and that same year the Leigh post office opened.  In 1904, Leigh had one school 
with five white students and four schools with 297 black students.  By 1914, the community had 
a population of fifty, three general stores, two cotton gins, a drugstore, a blacksmith shop, and 
telephone service.  After attaining a peak population of 126 in the 1920s, Leigh declined to 100 
in 1930, when it had a church, two schools, and three businesses.  The railroad was rerouted to 
the north in the 1950s.  By 1978, Leigh had two churches (St. Paul's Episcopal and Antioch 
Baptist), a community center, the Antioch Cemetery, and a number of dwellings.  
 
Jonesville:   
Jonesville, also known as Border and Concord, is on the Union Pacific Railroad and TX FM 134 
sixteen miles east of Marshall in southeastern Harrison County.  The community was first called 
Border, presumably because of its proximity to Louisiana, and probably was established in the 
mid-1840s.  The Border post office operated from 1847 to 1849, when the name of the 
community was changed to Jonesville, after William Jones, who opened a trading post that 
evolved into the T.C. Lindsey General Store, which has continuously operated to the present 
day.  Concord, a community one mile west of the old Border-Jonesville site and one mile north 
of the current community of Jonesville, had a post office of its own from 1850 to 1855 and a 
wooden building that served as an Episcopal church.  A Masonic lodge was erected on the site 
on land donated by Spencer Wadlington in 1853.  The community apparently merged into 
Jonesville and in 1988 only a cemetery and a historical marker were at the former site of 
Concord.  
 
In 1868, the Jonesville settlement was moved a mile south to be on what was then the Southern 
Pacific Railroad.  By 1884, the community had a population of sixty, a steam gristmill-cotton gin, 
and two general stores.  The town shipped cotton.  By 1892, the population had grown to an 
estimated 275, and Jonesville had Baptist and Methodist churches and a saloon.  In 1904, the 
school district included two schools serving thirty-five white students and three schools serving 
223 black students. Thereafter, the community began a slow decline; its population had fallen to 
about 150 by 1933.  The population was estimated at twenty-eight in 1990 and the community 
reported two businesses. 
 

 
Figure 43 Last Operating Cotton Gin Harrison County ca 1929 
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Scottsville:   
Scottsville, on Farm roads 1998 and 2199, four miles east of Marshall in east central Harrison 
County, was named after its founder, William Thomas Scott, who moved to Texas from 
Louisiana in 1840.  Scott's slaves built his lavish plantation home, reputedly identical to 
Jefferson Davis's Mississippi mansion in 1840.  Scottsville's white school children attended 
classes in the small schoolhouse that Scott had built; it was staffed with the Scott family 
governess.  The Scotts also established the first church in the community, a Methodist 
congregation.  During the Civil War, the Scott plantation provided provisions for Confederate 
troops.  On August 4, 1869, Scottsville was granted a post office.  Scottsville still has its post 
office, is an incorporated community, and reported a population of 263 in 2000. 
 

Jefferson:   
Jefferson, the county seat of Marion County, is at the junction of US Hwy. 59 and TX Hwy. 49, 
on Big Cypress Bayou upstream of Caddo Lake in the south central portion of the county.  It 
was named for Thomas Jefferson when it was founded in the early 1840s by Allen Urquhart and 
Daniel Alley.  In the late 1830s, Urquhart, who immigrated to Texas from North Carolina, 
received a head right on a bend in the creek; he laid out a town site there around 1842.  Alley 
obtained a 586-acre parcel adjacent to Urquhart's survey and laid out additional streets that 
became known as Alley's Addition about the same time.  In contrast to most other town 
planners of the time who arranged their plans around a central square, Urquhart laid out the 
town along Big Cypress Bayou, with its streets running at right angles to the bayou.  Alley's 
streets, on the other hand, followed the points of the compass.  The intersection of the two plans 
gave the town its distinctive V-shaped layout.  As the westernmost outpost for navigation on the 
Red River, Jefferson quickly developed into an important river port.  The first steamboat, the 
Llama, reached Jefferson in late 1843 or early 1844.  A post office was established in 1846, and 
the town was incorporated in March 20, 1848, though because of various delays a city charter 
was not adopted until 1850.   
 
During the late 1840s, efforts were made to clear Big Cypress Bayou for navigation. Within a 
few years, steamboats were regularly making the trip from Shreveport and New Orleans, 
transporting cotton and other produce downstream and returning with supplies and 
manufactured goods, including materials and furnishings for many of the early homes.  By the 
late 1840s, Jefferson had emerged as the leading commercial and distribution center of 
Northeast Texas and the state's leading inland port. 
 
Two events occurred that eventually spelled the end of Jefferson's importance.  The first was 
destruction of the Red River raft.  In November of 1873, nitroglycerin charges were used to 
remove the last portion of the raft.  The demolition of the raft reopened the main course of the 
river, but significantly lowered the water level of the surrounding lakes and streams making the 
trip to Jefferson difficult, particularly in times of drought.  Even more important to Jefferson's 
decline was the completion of the Texas and Pacific Railway from Texarkana to Marshall, which 
bypassed Jefferson.  Although another line of the Texas and Pacific reached Jefferson the 
following year, the development of rail commerce and the rise of Marshall, Dallas, and other 
important rail cities brought an end to Jefferson's golden age as a commercial and shipping 
center.   
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    Figure 44 Brosius’ Bird’s Eye View of Jefferson 1872 
 

 
Demographic Data 

Representative Communities 

Jefferson: As of the census of 2000, there were 2,024 people, 871 households, and 544 
families residing in the city. The population density was 465.7 people per square mile 
(179.6/km²). There were 1,042 housing units at an average density of 239.7/sq mi (92.5/km²). 
The racial makeup of the city was 62.80% White, 34.68% African American, 0.40% Native 
American, 0.84% Asian, 0.05% Pacific Islander, 0.54% from other races, and 0.69% from two or 
more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 1.63% of the population. 

There were 871 households out of which 23.7% had children under the age of 18 living with 
them, 41.7% were married couples living together, 17.3% had a female householder with no 
husband present, and 37.5% were non-families. 34.6% of all households were made up of 
individuals and 18.9% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average 
household size was 2.22 and the average family size was 2.86. 

In the city the population was spread out with 21.8% under the age of 18, 6.8% from 18 to 24, 
21.8% from 25 to 44, 24.9% from 45 to 64, and 24.7% who were 65 years of age or older. The 
median age was 45 years. For every 100 females there were 80.2 males. For every 100 
females age 18 and over, there were 76.9 males. 

The median income for a household in the city was $17,034, and the median income for a family 
was $26,250. Males had a median income of $28,929 versus $14,583 for females. The per 
capita income for the city was $15,558. About 29.4% of families and 32.9% of the population 
were below the poverty line, including 54.1% of those under age 18 and 22.7% of those age 65 
or over.  
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Marion County: As of the census of 2000, there were 10,941 people, 4,610 households, and 
3,120 families residing in the county. The population density was 29 people per square mile 
(11/km²). There were 6,384 housing units at an average density of 17 per square mile (6/km²). 
The racial makeup of the county was 72.74% White, 23.91% Black or African American, 0.80% 
Native American, 0.22% Asian, 0.01% Pacific Islander, 0.79% from other races, and 1.54% from 
two or more races. 2.40% of the population were Hispanic or Latino of any race. 

There were 4,610 households out of which 24.50% had children under the age of 18 living with 
them, 51.70% were married couples living together, 11.90% had a female householder with no 
husband present, and 32.30% were non-families. 28.80% of all households were made up of 
individuals and 13.80% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The 
average household size was 2.35 and the average family size was 2.88. 

In the county, the population was spread out with 22.30% under the age of 18, 6.40% from 18 to 
24, 23.60% from 25 to 44, 28.40% from 45 to 64, and 19.20% who were 65 years of age or 
older. The median age was 43 years. For every 100 females there were 95.40 males. For every 
100 females age 18 and over, there were 91.40 males. 

The median income for a household in the county was $25,347, and the median income for a 
family was $32,039. Males had a median income of $30,584 versus $17,885 for females. The 
per capita income for the county was $14,535. About 17.80% of families and 22.40% of the 
population were below the poverty line, including 29.90% of those under age 18 and 14.40% of 
those age 65 or over. 

Vivian: As of the census of 2000, there were 4,031 people, 1,569 households, and 1,019 
families residing in the town. The population density was 782.1 people per square mile 
(302.2/km²). There were 1,812 housing units at an average density of 351.5/sq mi (135.8/km²). 
The racial makeup of the town was 63.90% White, 34.19% African American, 0.52% Native 
American, 0.35% Asian, 0.02% from other races, and 1.02% from two or more races. Hispanic 
or Latino of any race were 0.72% of the population. 

There were 1,569 households out of which 32.3% had children under the age of 18 living with 
them, 42.2% were married couples living together, 19.4% had a female householder with no 
husband present, and 35.0% were non-families. 31.7% of all households were made up of 
individuals and 17.0% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average 
household size was 2.51 and the average family size was 3.16. 

In the town the population was spread out with 29.9% under the age of 18, 8.4% from 18 to 24, 
23.6% from 25 to 44, 19.9% from 45 to 64, and 18.2% who were 65 years of age or older. The 
median age was 36 years. For every 100 females there were 81.7 males. For every 100 
females age 18 and over, there were 74.9 males. 

The median income for a household in the town was $23,800, and the median income for a 
family was $29,867. Males had a median income of $26,844 versus $17,500 for females. The 
per capita income for the town was $13,267. About 21.4% of families and 26.2% of the 
population were below the poverty line, including 42.0% of those under age 18 and 14.6% of 
those age 65 or over. 
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Mooringsport: As of the census of 2000, there were 833 people, 334 households, and 228 
families residing in the village. The population density was 716.6 people per square mile 
(277.3/km²). There were 397 housing units at an average density of 341.5/sq mi (132.1/km²). 
The racial makeup of the village was 80.19% White, 17.77% African American, 0.36% Native 
American, 0.36% from other races, and 1.32% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of 
any race were 0.72% of the population. 

There were 334 households out of which 34.1% had children under the age of 18 living with 
them, 47.6% were married couples living together, 18.6% had a female householder with no 
husband present, and 31.7% were non-families. 27.5% of all households were made up of 
individuals and 12.3% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average 
household size was 2.49 and the average family size was 3.02. 

In the village the population was spread out with 28.3% under the age of 18, 9.6% from 18 to 
24, 27.4% from 25 to 44, 19.3% from 45 to 64, and 15.4% who were 65 years of age or older. 
The median age was 35 years. For every 100 females there were 93.3 males. For every 100 
females age 18 and over, there were 86.6 males. 

The median income for a household in the village was $32,177, and the median income for a 
family was $40,625. Males had a median income of $29,167 versus $21,875 for females. The 
per capita income for the village was $14,589. About 9.8% of families and 10.7% of the 
population were below the poverty line, including 10.7% of those under age 18 and 14.2% of 
those age 65 or over. 

Oil City: As of the census of 2000, there were 1,219 people, 480 households, and 311 families 
residing in the town. The population density was 679.9 people per square mile (262.9/km²). 
There were 542 housing units at an average density of 302.3/sq mi (116.9/km²). The racial 
makeup of the town was 55.13% White, 44.05% African American, 0.08% Native American, and 
0.74% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 1.72% of the population. 

There were 480 households out of which 34.2% had children under the age of 18 living with 
them, 38.5% were married couples living together, 21.3% had a female householder with no 
husband present, and 35.2% were non-families. 33.3% of all households were made up of 
individuals and 16.3% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average 
household size was 2.54 and the average family size was 3.27. 

In the town the population was spread out with 32.2% under the age of 18, 10.4% from 18 to 24, 
26.4% from 25 to 44, 18.1% from 45 to 64, and 12.9% who were 65 years of age or older. The 
median age was 30 years. For every 100 females there were 83.9 males. For every 100 
females age 18 and over, there were 80.2 males. 

The median income for a household in the town was $19,375, and the median income for a 
family was $25,114. Males had a median income of $23,516 versus $15,667 for females. The 
per capita income for the town was $9,697. About 28.8% of families and 35.9% of the 
population were below the poverty line, including 48.1% of those under age 18 and 28.4% of 
those age 65 or over. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_density
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_American_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_American_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_(United_States_Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanic_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latino_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_capita_income
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_density
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_American_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanic_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latino_(U.S._Census)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_capita_income
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_line


 

154 

 

Appendix 4 
Public Involvement 

 

List of Stakeholders Interviewed (SH-Stakeholder, EX-Subject Matter  Expert) 
              Type 
Last Name        Initial            Stakeholder                  Topic of Discussion  
 
Abernathy  K  SH    Educator    Economic Development 
Adams   V  EX    TPWD    Caddo Lake State Park WMA 
Agnor   M  EX    HCHC             Historical Markers for TX 
Anderson  D  SH    Landowner    Tourism Trails 
Applebaum  D  SH    Business    Tourism Survey 
Armstrong  M  EX    Archaeology    Prehistoric/Historic Resources 
Atkinson  H  EX    Educator    Native American Interpretation 
Bagur   J  EX    Historian    Vanished Towns S of Big Cypress 
Bailey   W  EX    Tourism    Interpretive Trails & Centers 
Baker   R  SH    Business    Tourism Infrastructure 
Bateman  M  EX    Historian    Cultural Resources of Caddo Parish 
Bell   G  EX    Education    TTU Honors College, Dean 
Bender   H  EX    Historian    Old Tuscumbia Bridge 
Blair   M  SH    Resident    Tourism Trails 
Boswell  J  SH    CLHRC     New Potter‟s Point Interpretive Center 
Bourne   C  EX    Marion Co.    Infrastructure (Roads) 
Bradley  J  SH    Landowner    Cultural & Environmental Assets 
Braun   C  EX    USGS    Environmental Education 
Bridge   T  EX    Retired    Eco-tourism 
Bross   A  SH    State Agency   Public Health Connections 
Brown    S  EX    SBCTB    Tourism Infrastructure 
Bruckwicki  P  EX    USFWS    New Karnack Interpretive Center 
Buchanan  E  EX    TPWD    Caddo Lake State Park & WMA 
Campbell  RB  EX    Marshall    History of Marshall   
Canson  J  EX    CLI     History of Caddo Lake & Marketing 
Canup   S  SH    Municipal    Tourism Survey 
Cargile   J  SH    Business    Tourism Survey 
Carter   B  EX    Business    Tourism Survey 
Cole   D  SH    Business    Tourism Survey 
Chisum  J  SH    Educator    Community Planning-New Infrastructure 
Chitwood  J  SH    Jefferson    Tourism Infrastructure 
Chumchal  M  EX    TCU     Toxicology & Environmental Education 
Collier   S  EX    Historian    Timber Tramway Ownership 
Cordes   C  EX    USGS    Wetland Ecology 
DeSpain  S  EX    Marion Co.     HC Historical Markers for TX 
Dickinson  T  EX    TPWD    New Karnack Interpretive Center 
Doss   C  SH    Business    Economic Development 
Dow   J  SH    Business    Economic Development 
Drake   T  EX    Timberstar      Timber Hill & Other Sites 
Dubuc   D  EX    Writer-TV    Tourism Survey 
Durst   J  EX    THC     Archaeological Investigation 
Early   J  SH    Interest Gr.      Native American Interpretative Center 
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Endsley  G  EX    Historian    Civil War Encampment Site 
Eubanks  T  EX    Fermata    Pineywoods Experience-Tourism Themes 
Ford   C  SH    Resident    Economic Development 
Ford   TG  SH    Landowner    Early Trails & Wagon Roads 
Galloway  G  SH    Resident    Caddo Lake- Historic Conditions 
Fyffe   M  SH    Business    Tourism Survey 
Gannon  M  EX    Swift River    Interpretive CGI Technology for Phase 2 
Ginn   C  EX    Writer    Tourism Survey 
Girard   J  EX    LA     NW LA Archaeological Sites 
Green              WH  SH    Resident    Tourism Trails 
Gregory  K  EX    CC Conserv.   New Potter‟s Point Interpretive Center 
Hackett  M  EX    USACE    Port of Jefferson Restoration Project 
Hall   R  EX    Conser. Fund  Landowner Incentives 
Harrell               C          EX    Historian    Grange School 
Hart   T           SH    Landowner    Hart's Ferry Location 
Haskett  G  EX    USFWS    Education Programs & New Interpretation 
Haskins  P  EX    Archaeology    Archaeology Educational Opportunities 
Haygood   C  EX    LA Museum    Interpretive Infrastructure 
Haynes  JH  SH    Landowner    Ames Store Site 
Hernandez  S  EX    Educator    Heritage Tourism 
Hill   G  EX    TTU     3-D & Laser Documentation Technology 
Hodges  J  SH    Business    Tourism Survey 
Hoellen  K  EX    Conser. Fund  Private Land Conservation Strategies 
Holder   R  SH    Business    Tourism Survey 
Holland  A  SH    Educator    Caddo Lake Literature 
Holland  J  SH     Resident    Economic Development 
Hollomon  R  EX    NETRFC    Related Film & Media Production 
Holmes             S  EX    Writer    Tourism Survey 
Hooten   N  SH    Educator    Community Planning-New Infrastructure 
Hudson  D  SH    Business    N. A. Arts & Crafts Center at CLNWR 
Humphries  M  EX    Historian    Big Cypress Bayou History 
Irvin   T  EX    Educator    Heritage & Natural Science Ed. 
Jacobs   D  SH    Business    Economic Development 
Jacobs   D  SH    Business    Infrastructure 
Jeong   EK  EX    Educator    New Interpretation – CLNWR 
Jester   LM  EX    CC Conserv,     Gateway City Infrastructure 
Jones   A  EX    Cons. F    Landowner Incentives for Preservation 
Kasner   A  EX    Audubon    Birding Trails, Educational Programs 
Keller   D  EX    Etex      Broadband Overlay of Project Area 
Key   R  SH    Landowner    Economic Development, Cultural Assets 
Kindred  L  SH    Cemetery        Trinity Church Origin 
Kindred  P  SH    Resident    Grange School 
Knight   A  EX    Education    TTU Honors College-Dir. of Development  
Knowles  J  SH     Business    Economic Development 
Krumbholts  J  SH    Business    Native American Interpretation 
Laney   BJ  EX    Business    Heritage Education 
Lazara   S  EX    Historian    New Potter‟s Point Interpretive Center 
Lazara   S  EX    Historian    Potter Murder 
Lazara   S  SH    Historian    Potter Home Site (part owner) 
Lowerre  R  EX    CLI     New Karnack Interpretation Center 



 

156 

 

Mabe   J  EX    USGS    Environmental Education 
Maxey   R  EX    TPWD    Caddo Lake State Park WMA 
McCain  D  SH     Business    Economic Development 
McCarroll  J  SH    Landowner    Mimosa-Hall Plantation & Cemetery   
McCrocklin  C  EX    Archaeology    Prehistoric/Historic Resources 
McDaniels  K  SH    Business    Tourism Survey  
McDonald  G  EX    MC road crew Old Roads Around Caddo 
McDonald  G  SH    Landowner    "River Folk" 
McKenzie  F  EX    Historian    Swanson's Landing Railroad 
McKenzie  F  SH    Resident    Trammel's Trace Near Avinger 
McGinley  M  EX    Education    TTU Honors College 
Mendez  T  EX    Educator    New Interpretation & Ed. Opportunities 
Morgan  K  EX    Main Street    Municipal Infrastructure Improvement 
Moring             JB         EX         USGS    Environmental Education 
Moss   T  EX    Archaeology    Heritage Resources 
Myrick   J  SH    Landowner    Community Planning-New Infrastructure 
Myrick   P  SH    Resident    Community Planning & Interpretive Sites 
Nance   J  EX    Tour Guide    Crossings on Big Cypress 
Nance   J  EX    Tour Guide    Navigation - Black Cypress 
Narramore  R  EX    CC Conserv.    Potter‟s Point Int. Center-Comm. 
Planning 
Neel   D  SH    Resident    Tourism Trails 
Newsome  N   SH    Faith Based    New Heritage Interpretation Trails/Center 
Nichols  B  EX    Educator    Heritage Tourism 
O‟Neal   W  EX    Historian    Cultural Resources  
Painter   M  EX    Native Amer.  New Native American Interpretive Center 
Palmore  L  SH    Business    Tourism Survey 
Parmley  B  EX    TPWD    Master Plan for Caddo Lake State Park 
Patterson  E  SH    Business    Tourism Infrastructure 
Pinkerton  G  EX    Researcher    Trammel's Trace 
Rainey   D  SH    Assets    Private Cultural & Environmental Assets 
Rainwater  T  EX    Toxicology    Environmental Education Outreach 
Raymond  L  EX    Caddo Parks    Heritage & Nature Tourism 
Reppond  J  EX    Bullock Mus.  Native American Interpretation 
Robinson  C  EX    Educator    Heritage & Natural Science Ed.  
Rosendale  J  EX    USGS    Environmental Education 
Runnels  B  SH    Landowner    Old Tuscumbia Bridge  
Sanders  B  SH    Landowner    Old Roads SW of Jefferson 
Sanders  MJ  SH    Landowner    Stagecoach Roads & Lake History 
Sanders  J  SH    Landowner    Long Point History 
Seaborne  C  SH    Native Amer.  N. A. Arts & Crafts Center at CLNWR 
Shackelford  J  EX    Cons. Fund    Land Acquisitions 
Shaw   K  EX    CVND    Aquatic Trails 
Shields  K  SH    Business    Tourism Infrastructure 
Simpson  L  SH    Resident    Economic Development 
Simpson  P  SH    Business    Community Planning-New Infrastructure 
Singleton  K  EX    Main Street    Municipal Infrastructure Improvement 
Snowden  C  EX    NRCS    Environmental Resources (USDA) 
Spivey   L  EX    THC Trails    New Interpretive Centers for Area 
Steger   C  EX    Historian    Hagerty Plantations 
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Stewart  B  SH    Business    Tourism Survey 
Stephenson  B  SH    Equestrian   Tourism Infrastructure 
Stevenson  F  EX    Interest Gr.     African American Interpretation 
Stuart   J  EX    Educator   Heritage & Natural Science Ed.  
Subia   R   EX    Educator   Interpretation - CLNWR 
Thomas  J  EX    USACE   Cultural & Environmental Assets 
Tidwell    P  EX    Swift River   Interpretive CGI Technology 
Tucker   E  SH    Business   Tourism Survey 
Verchoyle  K  SH    Resident   Tourism Infrastructure at Caddo Lake 
Verhalen  P  SH    Resident   Scottsville History, Historic Cemetery 
Verrone  R  EX    Educator   TTU Honors College, History Internships 
Walker   L  EX    BC Mayor   Community Planning-New Infrastructure 
Walker   N  EX    Educator   New Interpretation & Ed. Opportunities 
Walker   T  EX    CVND   Birding Trails, Aquatic Trails 
Webb   J  SH    Uncertain CC Tourism Infrastructure 
Wells   K  EX    SBCTB   Tourism Infrastructure, Marketing 
Wesley  M  SH    Resident   Economic Development  
Williams  M  EX    USFWS   New Interpretive Centers for Area 
Williams  W  SH    Resident   Caddo Descendents 
Winn   J  EX    Guide   Caddo Lake Natural History 
Winn   K  SH    Educator   New Interpretive Center for Area  
Wood   RC  EX    Historian   New Interpretive Centers for Area 
Wright   R  EX    Linden   Economic Development 
Wynne   S  EX    Landowner   Nature Tourism for WMA-North Shore 
Yappan  A  SH    Business   Economic Development 
Yohn   PJ  SH    Business   Economic Development 
 
 

Survey of Tourists Taking Caddo Lake Grocery Lake Tour 
May, 2007 through October, 2007 
 

Background: 
 
Over a 7 month period new visitors to Caddo Lake were briefly interviewed to determine 
influences that contributed to their deciding to visit Caddo.  A total of 43 first time visitors were 
identified by approaching people who booked 90 minute guided tours offered by Caddo Lake 
Grocery Lake Tours in Uncertain, Texas. 
 
First time visitors were asked: 
 
1. Where did they come from? 
2. What influenced them to visit Caddo Lake? 
3. What did they know about Caddo Lake before they arrived? 
4. Does their trip meet expectations so far? 
5. Do they intend to return? 
6. Are they likely to recommend a visit to others who have never visited Caddo Lake? 
 
In most cases, visitors were approached before they had taken the guided tour.  This was done 
because the Caddo Lake Grocery Lake Tour guide provides quite a bit of information about the 
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lake‟s history during the tours, and one of the purposes of these interviews was to determine 
whether first time visitors were knowledgeable and to what extent. 
 
Notes from interviews with 43 first time visitors (FTVs) were compiled, yielding the following 
information: 
 
Where did they come from? 
 

 15 FTVs who were interviewed came from Dallas area. 

 5 FTVs above came from Japan & are on extended business trips in the Dallas area. 

 7 FTVs came from the Houston area. 

 5 FTVs came from the Austin area. 

 11 FTVs came from a 90 mile radius of Caddo Lake. 
 
What influenced them to visit Caddo Lake? 
 

 19 FTVs had heard about the lake through newspaper or TV accounts. 

 24 FTVs accompanied friends who had enjoyed earlier visits. 

 NOTE:  5 Japanese visitors included one or more who were aware of Ramsar 
designation.  No other FTVs were aware of Ramsar. 

 NOTE:  The only specific examples of first-time visitors being able to say precisely what 
prompted them to travel to Caddo Lake are when they say that a friend or relative had 
encouraged them to do so after their own visits. 
 
What did they know about Caddo Lake before they arrived? 

 5 Japanese visitors were aware of Ramsar designation. 

 16 FTVs indicated they had heard Caddo Lake was “unspoiled” or “natural.” 

 13 FTVs had heard about “steamboats” and knew there was a steamboat tour option for 
tours. (NOTE:  During some of this period the Graceful Ghost was not operating.) 

 6 FTVs had heard about the invasive weeds problem. 
 
Does their trip meet expectations so far? 
 

 27 FTVs had not seen the lake per se yet, but liked everything they had seen. 

 All 43 FTVs responded positively, citing various points that had to do with the lack of 
development, crowds, noise, and other characteristics of urban life. 
 
Do they intend to return? 
 

 35 FTVs responded positively. 

 8 FTVs indicated it was likely they would if they had the opportunity. 
 
Are they likely to recommend a visit to others who have never visited Caddo Lake? 
 

 All 43 FTVs responded positively, although some jokingly made comments about “keep 
it a secret.” 
 
Commonly heard comments: 
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“heard it was an interesting place….” 
“I heard something about it and it sounded like the kind of place I would like….” 
“There was something in the news about it so we got on the internet and thought it would be a 
fun place to visit….” 
 
Observations: 
 
1.  Media exposure about Caddo Lake, regardless of topic or issue, seems to entice some 
people to plan a visit. 
 
2.  Friends and family who have enjoyed a visit to the lake (satisfied customers) seem to prompt 
others to plan a visit. 
 
3.  Couples tending toward retirement age who have enjoyed visiting Caddo often invite good 
friends or relatives to return with them for re-visits. 
 
4.  Most first-time visitors seem to have very little information about Caddo Lake history; they 
are intrigued by what they have heard about its beauty and isolation. 
 
5.  Visitors to the lake seem to relish interacting with local “characters,” whether as tour guides 
or through happenstance. 
6.  Visitors sometimes make comments that indicate they would like to find a wider selection of 
souvenirs, especially print or video items that show the lake‟s beauty. 
 
7.  Visitors sometimes wish to rent boats and motors and explore the lake on their own. (Only 
one operator, Crip‟s Camp in Uncertain, offers boat and motor rentals.) 
 
8.  When queried to determine whether they are aware of Caddo Lake history, many new 
visitors indicate they know little or nothing but are interested in knowing more. 
 
Also interviewed were 31 return visitors to the lake who had visited the lake at least twice 
before. 
 
The majority of these repeat visitors were from the Dallas area.  A number of them have 
established relationships with B&B operators and were staying in the same B&Bs they had 
stayed in before. 
 
Some repeat visitors mentioned that they wish there was at least one lakefront eatery open 
seven days a week with breakfast, lunch and dinner service.  Others stay in B&B‟s with kitchens 
and enjoy preparing their own food “except for fish.”  All who mention dining make it clear they 
are talking about a catfish restaurant. 
 
Most have heard something about Caddo Lake history from locals, B&B proprietors, and tour 
operators.  Most are interested in learning more.  Many indicate an interest in purchasing a book 
or a video about Caddo Lake history. 
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Appendix 5 
Supporting Charts 

 

Affected Environment – Air Quality 
 

Data were extracted from the Scorecard.org web page.  Scorecard uses more than 400 diverse 
environmental and demographic datasets and modern information processes standards to 
generate their final data.  Some EPA together with multiple authoritative sources are used and 
cited on their web page.  It is not known if EPA recognizes Scorecard as being authoritative. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 45 CLHA Air Quality Tables 
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Appendix 6 Interpretation 
Historic Sites 

 

Eastern Half CLHA 
There are 14 historic sites identified.  The total requiring new markers can be reduced by 
eliminating those already marked by state signs, those not within the limits of the objective area, 
those of less significance and not easily accessible, and by integrating signs posted by other 
historical associations into the program.  The six red stars in the figure indicate sites marked by 
other agencies.  The remaining 8 historic sites (Monterey, Trees City, Rives Landing, and the 
Mittie Stephens wreck site), are indicated by blue stars and all of them are recommended for 
marking and inclusion in the interpretation program.  They can be marked by using two 
approaches.  Eight sites are on land, two of those can be marked individually and the remainder 
can be grouped into three interpretive kiosks.   
 
Myrtis 
From the 1890s to the 1920s the Black Bayou Lumber Company planing mill, railroad, and 
company village, Myrtis, were located here. Milled lumber was shipped to markets in Texas and 
Kansas City.  During the Rodessa oil boom from about 1935 to about 1955 United Gas‟ 
Rodessa Gas Plant and Gas Compressor Station were located here and pipelined natural gas 
to locations outside of Louisiana.  Only the lumber company‟s mill pond and mill concrete 
support blocks, and two of the compressor station‟s buildings, remain as reminders of the 
significant role Myrtis played in Louisiana‟s historic lumber and petroleum industries. 
 

Locate the marker on the west side of LA Hwy. 1 near the mill pond. 
 
Browning Plantation House 
William (Billy) Daniel Browning, married to Rebecca daughter of John Rives, was a charter 
member of the Masonic Lodge at Monterey and owned a store, saw and grist mills, a cotton gin 
and warehouse there.  In 1848, the people of the village of William‟s Landing sent Browning to 
act as pilot for the steamboat Monterey‟s Captain Withenbury. On the second attempt, the 
Monterey succeeded in traveling from Ferry (Caddo) Lake up Jim‟s Bayou and docking at 
William‟s Landing.  The people renamed their village Monterey.  Browning established his 
plantation just west of Vivian and built his home there in 1848.  The district‟s only antebellum 
house stands today and is still occupied by the Browning family.  Some of Browning‟s slaves 
carved dates and their names into the cypress logs used in framing the house where they slept 
in the attic for warmth on cold winter nights.  Browning shipped cotton grown on his plantation 
out of the port at Monterey. 

 
Locate the marker on the north side of LA Hwy. 170 west of Vivian adjacent to the 
driveway to the Browning House. 
 

Caddo and Coushatta Villages Interpretive Kiosk (3 Sites) 
In 1795 the Caddo relocated from their village site near Long Prairie in Arkansas to the south to 
a location on Cedar Bluffs on the eastern side of the Red River in present day Bossier Parish.  
They remained there just two years and because of disease moved about nine miles to the 
northwest into Caddo Parish.  They established what is referred to as the Flood Plain Village 
Site in 1797 adjacent to a bend in Red Bayou just northeast of present day Hosston.  They 
remained there until 1800 when, because of annual flooding, they moved west just into Texas. 
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At about the time of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase the Coushatta, forced out of their eastern 
villages, moved to the west and occupied the former Caddo village site at Cedar Bluffs.  They 
remained there until about 1809 when they moved a few miles north remaining on the eastern 
side of the Red River.  Their presence there resulted in the name Coushatta Bluffs being given 
to the location.  After the Caddo Cession of 1835 the Coushatta moved westward and then on to 
the Indian Territory of Oklahoma. 
 

Locate the kiosk in the public boat launch park adjacent to LA Hwy. 2 at the western foot 
of the Red River Bridge. 

  
Black Bayou Interpretive Kiosk (3 Sites) 
From 1829 to 1831 Second Lieutenant Washington Seawell was detailed to engineering duties 
from his frontier duties at Fort Jessup in Sabine Parish Louisiana.  During that time he cut and 
removed navigation obstacles in Bayou Pierre, Twelve Mile Bayou, Soda Lake, Black Bayou, 
and Red Bayou.  At Erwin‟s Bluff he dug a ¾ mile long canal that connected Black to Red 
Bayous creating the Caddo Prairie Bypass that enabled flat, keel and steamboats to navigate 
around the log jam in the river to bring in settlers, perform re-supply operations, and to move 
products to market to and from the upper Red River settlement areas of southeast Oklahoma, 
southwest Arkansas, and northeast Texas.  The bypass functioned from 1830 to about 1873. 
 
In 1825, after the factory system had been eliminated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Caddo 
Indian Agency was relocated from its location at the confluence of the Sulphur and Red Rivers 
in Arkansas south into Caddo Parish.  The Arkansas portion of Caddo lands had become 
impossible to keep settlers and homesteaders out due to the large influx of them into the area 
and some twenty-five years earlier the remaining Caddo had combined into a single group and 
had moved into Texas just north of Caddo Lake.  The Caddo Prairie Indian Agency was located 
between Black and Red Bayous just south of Erwin‟s Bluff.  Located there were the agent 
George Grey and the agency gunsmith Jacob Erwin and his family.  Gray strictly enforced 
trading arrangements with the Caddo and prosecuted and removed by military force white 
squatters from the Caddo land.  Annual flooding forced the site‟s relocation in 1831 to the south 
of Shreveport. 
 
The Quapaw‟s homeland was in Arkansas.  The same forces that forced the Caddo and the 
Indian Agency to relocate into Caddo Parish caused the Quapaw to leave their homeland.  They 
were a tribe that was friendly to the Caddo so they were allowed by Caddo Chief Dehahuit to 
move onto their lands after the payment of a memorial.  In 1826, the Quapaw located their 
village to the southeast of the Indian agency‟s location probably across Red Bayou.  There they 
could affect affairs with the agency and receive the agency‟s protection.  In 1830, the Quapaw 
abandoned the location because of flooding and returned to the north. 
 

Locate the kiosk near the Gamm Road (Caddo Parish 19) intersection with LA Hwy. 170 
near Erwin‟s bluff. 

  
Mooringsport Interpretive Kiosk (4 Sites) 
James Shennick was born in about 1804 in New York and by the early 1820s had relocated to 
northwest Louisiana.  He married Emily Edwards, a daughter of Larkin Edwards who was the 
Caddo interpreter for the Indian Agency.  Shennick and his wife located to and settled on 
Stormy Point on the north shore of Caddo Lake in about 1824 becoming the first Americans to 
do so anywhere on or near the lake.  His locating there was facilitated by his father-in-law and 
had as its purpose the operating of a ferry across the lake for the agency‟s use.  Shennick 
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would buy the 112 acres on the Stormy Point location of his homestead in 1843 and would 
remain there until the 1850s when he sold it.  By then, his wife had died and he remarried to 
Sarah Cauthern and by 1855 he moved north and became the first owner in 1860 of the land 
where Myrtis would be located in the future.  Shennick died there in 1863 and was buried in a 
now lost cemetery.  Ferry Lake, the early name for Caddo Lake, was so named because of the 
business Shennick operated on the lake.  Early references to Jim‟s Bayou called it Coushatta 
and it was named for Shennick because of his relationship with the Caddo. 
 
Mooringsport is the oldest continuously occupied community located in the heritage area and 
traces its genesis back to 1837 when Timothy Mooring of North Carolina made his way in a 
wagon train to Caddo Parish settling just south of Caddo Lake.  By the early 1840s, Mooring 
was operating a ferry across Caddo Lake.  Shortly thereafter, the Croom and Noel families 
settled in the area and began to operate general merchandise businesses on the south shore of 
the lake.  Mooring‟s ferry location became a port of call during the steamboat era on the lakes 
resulting in some economic growth.  Children of these families intermarried remaining there and 
soon others located to the area and the community slowly grew.  In the late 1890s, the Kansas 
City Southern Railroad crossed Caddo Lake through the community building a depot and 
creating another economic growth period. The oil boom of the early Twentieth Century brought 
to Mooringsport many workers and industry related businesses and the community boomed to 
become what it is today.  Mooringsport was incorporated as a town in 1927.   
 
Huddie (Leadbelly) Ledbetter was born on the Jeter Plantation just west of Mooringsport in 
1888.  Leadbelly became a nationally known folk song writer and singer and penned such 
musical hits as Goodnight Irene, Rock Island Line, and Midnight Special.  Leadbelly died in 
1949 and was interred in the Shiloh Cemetery just south of Mooringsport. 
 
Caddo Chief Dehahuit has been referred to as the last great chief of the Caddo.  Dehahuit was 
a shrewd leader and a skilled diplomat who protected Caddoan interests in dealing with 
European and American authorities.  In 1825, Dehahuit required the Indian Agency to clearly 
define the boundaries of the Caddo lands.  Those boundaries encompassed what were to 
become Miller County Arkansas and Caddo Parish Louisiana.  Dehahuit died in 1833.  Floods in 
1870 on Caddo Lake exposed a skeleton together with copper and silver jewelry indicating a 
person or rank, probably Dehahuit, was buried there. 
 

Locate the kiosk in Mooringsport in the town‟s small park area adjacent to LA Hwy. 538 
and the town‟s public boat launch.  Stormy Point can be seen from that location. 
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Figure 46 Heritage Sites Eastern Half CLHA 
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Trees City (Land Marker) 
In 1911, fed up with camp followers and abhorrent worker living conditions, alcohol abuse and 
rowdism, William Stiles the land owner and the Trees Oil Company mineral lease holder began 
development of a company village that would be free of those social ills.  It had worker houses, 
a machine shop, store, hotel, church, doctor‟s office, pool hall, school, dance pavilion, post 
office, air dome, and a Y.M.C.A. that doubled as the community center.  In late 1917 and early 
1918, the Army‟s Company M, 155th Infantry established Fort Hoskins there to protect property 
and quell disturbances during an oil field workers strike.  The privately owned development, a 
model for others, was the first such oil field village ever built.  

 
Locate the marker on the south side LA Hwy. 2 near the Trees Baptist Church just east 
of the Louisiana -Texas state line. 

 
Rives‟ Landing (Marker on the Water) 
Rives' Landing was the location, in Louisiana just east of the Louisiana – Texas state line, in 
1838 of the first steamboat landing ever made on Caddo Lake.  Harriet Potter stated that fact in 
her memoirs indicating that the stop was made to offload Rives and his belongings so that he 
could establish his plantation there.  The location became known as Rives‟ Landing.  Rives 
established a large and profitable plantation inland some distance from the north shore of 
Caddo Lake.  Two of Rives‟ daughters married men who would continue to be prominent in the 
area‟s history.  Ben Bonham married Lucy Rives and established Bonham‟s Landing just 
upstream on Jim‟s Bayou from Rives' Landing in the 1880s.  William Billy Browning married 
Rebecca and was prominent in the businesses of the village of Monterey.   
 

Locate the marker at the intersection of the boat roads C and E just off Big Sandy Island. 
 
Bonham‟s Landing (Marker on Water) 
Bonham‟s Landing was located on Jim‟s Bayou a short distance upstream of Rives‟ Landing.  
Ben Bonham was a famous riverboat captain in the Red River and Big Cypress Bayou trades.  
He retired and went into business as a cotton planter in the early 1870s.  Bonham‟s Landing 
may have served only the Bonham Plantation for convenient transport of cotton to Shreveport.  
In 1882, Bonham returned briefly to the steamboat business until his first boat after retirement, 
the Lessie B wrecked and was lost on Big Cypress Bayou in the vicinity of Dougherty‟s Defeat. 

Locate the marker at boat lane marker B37 near Bonham‟s Arm.  
 
Mittie Stevens Steamboat Wreck, Low‟s/Jeter‟s Landing, and Perry‟s Landing (Marker on the 
Water) 
On the night of February 11, 1869, after leaving Mooringsport for Swanson's Landing, the 
paddle wheeler Mittie Stevens caught fire and sank.  When she caught fire, she headed for 
shore and ran aground.  The fire started near the bow as the wind blew open air flames into 
bales of hay igniting them.  Many passengers ran to the aft end and jumped into the lake.  The 
still churning paddlewheel caused the drowning of many.  Sixty-nine people either drowned or 
were burned to death.  The wreck‟s debris could be seen for many years after the accident but 
over time due to site scavenging and material disintegration the location was lost to history and 
was thought to be in Texas.  In the 1990s the site was rediscovered to be in Louisiana.  Relics 
from the site are in area museums with some it being in the Mooringsport Mini Museum. 
 
Low‟s landing is located on the Rocky Point peninsula between Perry‟s Landing and 
Mooringsport.  It was operated by John Lowe and his son beginning in 1854.  Low‟s Landing 
was a predecessor to Jeter‟s and Perry‟s Landing was a minor landing just below Swanson‟s.  It 
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was operated by Joshua and Levin Perry in the 1850s.  It had a tram connecting to the better 
situated Swanson‟s Landing and never reached prominence due to other landings being better 
located. 
 

Locate the marker(s) along boat lane A in Louisiana east of marker A87 where all the 
nodal feature locations may be viewed. 
 

Western Half CLHA 
Markers are needed on land and water for two points, the historic port of Monterey and Port 
Caddo.  One location is a node where three sites may be marked.  From another marker 
location, the primary site and two navigation route features may be observed.  Two points of 
interest have been previously marked with Texas Historical Markers, which are poorly located 
for interpretive purposes (Swanson‟s Landing and Port Caddo).  Potter‟s Point is noted by a 
Texas Historical Marker at the intersection of TX Hwy. 49 and TX FM 727 at Gray, several miles 
from the site.    
 
Swanson‟s Landing (Marker on the Water) 
Peter Swanson, his wife, Amelia, and most of their children moved to Texas in 1833 from Giles 
County, Tennessee.  They settled on a twenty-acre tract on the south shore of Caddo Lake.  
One side of his property adjoined the boundary between Texas and the United States; 
Swanson's Landing was thus the first port of entry through the lake.  In accordance with an act 
of the Texas legislature, Swanson's location entitled him to 640 acres; the state therefore added 
620 acres in Smith County to his twenty acres.  Swanson was a civil engineer and a surveyor.  
The twenty-acre lake property he had chosen and surveyed had many valuable qualities.  The 
harbor was of a comfortable depth for large riverboats.  The Swansons had but to step across 
the boundary line to find sanctuary in the United States.  Swanson constructed a dock and 
warehouses and opened a general store.  Later he built a gristmill.  On December 29, 1845, 
Texas became the twenty-eighth state of the Union.  Swanson's landing was a port of entry for 
the resultant population surge, and Peter Swanson prospered.  He invested in land, slaves, and 
livestock. In April 1849, he and his wife made a joint will that revealed their ownership of 6,800 
acres of land, slaves, and livestock.  Swanson died on December 14, 1849 and was buried in 
the family plot on his plantation. Thomas F. Swanson took over his father's work.  
In 1857 Swanson's Landing was the starting point for the Southern Pacific Railroad, one of the 
earliest of all Texas railroads.  The rails, cars, and other railroad accoutrements were brought in 
by riverboats. The ties were made at Swanson‟s.  The young people of Marshall began riding 
the Southern Pacific to Swanson's Landing where they would swim, dance, picnic, and go 
boating.  At day's end they would board the train for home.  In 1861, Texas joined the 
Confederacy.  That year C. E. Hynson, superintendent of the railroad, reported that the railroad 
had transported to Swanson's Landing 33,000 sacks of corn and 4,274 bales of cotton.  With 
the fall of Vicksburg, Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith ordered the rails to be taken up between 
Jonesville and Swanson's Landing and used as an extension from Jonesville to Shreveport.  
With the removal of the track from Swanson's Landing, the shifting of the riverboat to the 
boomtown of Jefferson, and the clearing in 1873 of the great raft from the Red River, the demise 
of Swanson's Landing as a port was inevitable.  
 

Locate the marker along boat road F at marker F1. 
  
Clinton (Marker on the Water) 
John P. Campbell moved his family from Missouri to the Kitchen Creek area of Caddo Lake in 
1843 and began operating a plantation of over 1,400 acres.  The naming of Clinton Lake and of 



 

167 

 

the landing was derived from and for Clinton J. Willard, one of Campbell‟s neighboring 
landowners.  Naming the location as Clinton rather than Clinton Landing indicates the 
anticipated level of development, which was never realized because Clinton was off the main 
boat route between Monterey and Smithland.  Clinton‟s immediate market area was also 
dominated by the much older and well-established Port Caddo.  In addition to the Willards and 
Campbells, residents of Clinton included James McCord, a mechanic, Thomas Roper, overseer 
of the Campbell plantation, and William Roberson, a physician.  Access to Clinton was difficult 
and accomplished by navigation from Big Cypress Bayou at Clinton Chute through Clinton Ditch 
and Withenbury Slough.  Clinton was not important enough for a post office, but was included 
on the postal routes between Fulton on Red River and Jefferson and between Port Caddo and 
Moore‟s Ferry on the Sulphur Fork of the Red River.  Commerce at the landing appears to 
cease in 1855 during severe drought and prolonged low water condition. 
 

Locate the marker along boat lane 3 at its junction with boat road 2D at Judd Hole.  Note 
the locations of Clinton Ditch and Whistleberry Slough (a corruption of Withenbury). 
 

Port Caddo (Road and Water Markers) 
Port Caddo was the earliest and most important port or landing on the steamboat route until 
Jefferson.  Immediately north of the hills now occupied by Caddo Lake State Park,  Port Caddo 
was located at the first point on Caddo Lake that afforded sufficient land for a town.  Port Caddo 
was laid out as a result of a Republic of Texas land grant of 660 acres to Obediah Hendrick, Jr. 
in 1838.  Hendricks plat for the town included 1000 lots. 
 
In 1838, the Texas Militia established a base at Port Caddo to launch an attack on the Caddo 
Indians who were accused of depredating upon the lives and property of the people of Texas.  
Although the boundary between the United States and the Republic was indefinite at the time, 
the location of the Caddo was to the northeast and understood to be within the United States.  
The Texas Militia marched on the Caddoan village under the command of General Rusk, but 
was asked for a parley by a Caddo Chief who convinced the general that there was no need for 
bloodshed.  Since the Caddo cessation, they had been expelled from the United States and 
forbidden to enter Texas.  Starving with no place to go, Rusk recognized the severity of their 
problems and agreed that there was no justification for war.  Bloodshed was thus avoided, but 
with the peculiar happenstance that the United States had been invaded by a foreign army. 
 
Port Caddo was the primary cotton outlet for the rich plantations of Harrison County and 
serviced the trade north of Big Cypress Bayou through its ferry.  It was also a primary point of 
immigration.  In 1846, one steamboat alone brought in some 400 settlers and their belongings.  
The census of 1850 reported a population of a least 50 of which there were four merchants, 
three grocers, and a tavern keeper.  William H. Cobbs, one of the merchants in 1850, served as 
postmaster between 1846 and 1848 and was a financial contributor to improve the navigation 
route up Big Cypress Bayou.  The firm Brander and Todd was operating at Port Caddo by 1845.  
Brander was a merchant from New Orleans and Todd later became the principal merchant at 
Smithland.  Other business men were N.B. Perry, Marshall Spell, R.A. Boggass, J.H. Fyffe, 
William H. Farley, J.A. Farley, and J.T. Carter. 
 
The rise of Jefferson did not negatively impact Port Caddo because it served a different market.  
Cotton from points to the south in Harrison County flowed through Port Caddo.  If Port Caddo 
had not been where it was, Benton and Swanson‟s Landing would have served.  The flow of 
commodities and immigrants through Marshall was through Port Caddo and Shreveport rather 
than Jefferson.  Steamboats stopped arriving at Port Caddo in 1866 because of the completion 
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of the Southern Pacific Railroad between Shreveport and Marshall.  There was no longer a 
reason for Port Caddo‟s market clientele to haul cotton in by wagon.  However, some form of 
commerce continued to move through Port Caddo until 1877 when railroads became ubiquitous 
to the area. 
 

Locate the road marker along MC 2412 (Pine Island Road) next to the site.  Locate the 
water marker on the south bank of Big Cypress Bayou where MC 2412 makes a sharp  
turn to the east. 

 
T.C. Lindsey General Store 
Jonesville, located on TX FM 134 sixteen miles east of Marshall and two miles west of Waskom 
was pioneered by William Jones who opened a trading post and a stagecoach line to serve 
nearby planters in 1847.  The railroad operated from Jonesville to Swanson‟s Landing.  After the 
Civil War the trading post and town were moved a mile south of its original location to take 
advantage of the Southern Pacific Railroad, which was completed from Marshall to Shreveport 
in 1868.  The Jones Trading Post evolved into the T.C. Lindsey General Store, which has 
continuously operated to the present day.  The store is a treasure trove of antique collections 
and fixtures and offers hard to get items of cultural significance.  It has been used as the setting 
for several motion pictures and television productions. 
 

Locate a marker in front of the store on the west side of TX FM 134.  Work with the 
landowners, Patricia Ann Vaughan, Marty Vaughan, Ellen Vaughan Miller, and Lelia Vaughan, 
for placement of a Texas Historical Marker at the front of the store. 
 

 T.C. Lindsey and Company Cotton Gin 
This cotton gin functioned from 1929 and was the last operating cotton gin in Harrison County 
when it closed in 1973.  The original machinery was left in place.  This feature has potential for 
guided tours. 
 

Locate the marker on the west side of the structure fronting TX FM 134 across from the T.C. 
Lindsey General Store. 

 
Dr. Samuel Floyd Vaughan Home 
A native of Missouri and a veteran of the Civil War, Dr. Vaughan served the area as a physician 
and surgeon performing the first appendectomy in the county under the shade of the giant 
magnolia tree in his yard.  The house is a two-room central hall plan constructed in 1841-1842.  
A second story was added in 1865.  The structure is marked by a THC marker placed beside 
the front door on the porch. 
 

Locate a project marker on the east side of TX FM 134 on right of way in front of the 
house. 

 
Locust Grove 
Locust Grove is a two-story home with double galleries, which was built in 1847.  Lumber for 
construction was shipped in through Swanson‟s Landing and transported from there to the site 
by oxen.  Locust Grove is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 

Locate a project marker at the junction of TX FM 134 and Coleman Road (HC 2211). 
 
Mimosa Hall Cemetery  
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The Mimosa Hall home was constructed by John J. Webster, an early plantation owner, in 1844.  
The cemetery has a Texas Historical Marker and contains graves of the local aristocracy, civil 
War veterans, and field hands and house servants.  Servant graves are crudely marked or 
unmarked.  Group site tours are available by appointment.  
 

The entrance to the cemetery is marked by Harrison County and by a THC marker next 
to TX FM 134.  No other marking of this site is necessary. 

 
Dr. Benjamin Harrison Baldwin Home and Walker Log Cabin 
This is the turn-of-the-century home of Dr. Benjamin Harrison Baldwin who was born in 1847, 
joined the Confederate army at the age of 17 as a medical purveyor, worked his way through 
Tulane Medical School as a plantation laborer, and later delivered Claudia Alta Taylor who is 
better known as “Lady Bird” Johnson.  The dog trot house that is on the property was built in 
1912 as part of Camp Fern and moved to the property in 1965. 

Locate a project marker at the gate marked “Westwood” on TX FM 134. 
     
Andrews-Taylor Plantation 
The Andrews-Taylor Plantation is the site of the C.K. Andrews home, which was built in 1843 
and called the “Brick House.”  The house was constructed by John J. Webster.  It was later 
obtained by the merchant T.J. Taylor who was the father of Claudia Alta Taylor, “Lady Bird” 
Johnson.  The home is now owned by Taylor‟s nephew. 
 
Locate a project marker on right of way on the south side of TX Hwy. 43. 
   

 
Figure 47 Jonesville Planters Trail I-20 to Karnack 

   Legend:   1=T.C. Lindsey General Store, 2=Cotton Gin, 
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        3=Dr. Samuel Vaughan Home, 4=Locust Grove,  
        5=Mimosa Hall Cemetery, 6=Dr. Benjamin Harrison  
        Baldwin Home, 7=Andrews-Taylor Plantation 
Houston Street Node 
The first stagecoach road into Jefferson crossed Big Cypress Bayou via ferry and later by bridge 
at the Houston Street crossing.  At this point, on the south side of the bayou, the first meat 
packing operation in Jefferson was established.  Later, a much larger packery was established 
on the north bank.  A meat packery located here provided preserved meat to the Confederacy 
during the civil War.  Products were shipped by steamboats to Shreveport and New Orleans.  
Meat products were shipped to markets as far away as New York City.  
 
The block of property provided for the first black church in Jefferson is located at the foot of 
Houston Street.  The church was used for religious services and political meetings and was 
burned by white radicals when Union troops entered Jefferson following the Civil War.  A 
stockade was then constructed behind the church site to incarcerate 23 members of a white 
supremacy group awaiting trial before a military commission.   Three men were found guilty of 
murder and the stockade was burned when federal troops left in 1870.  A new Union Baptist 
Church was erected, which still stands today.  Another structure, the first building in Jefferson, 
was located at the foot of Houston Street.  It was a log cabin built by Berry Durham in 1844.  
Durham operated the ferry there. 
 

Locate a set of project markers on the north bank of Big Cypress Bayou just south of 
Houston Street on the Davis property to indicate significance of the five associated 
assets as the water trail head for the Jefferson Steamboat Trail.   

 

Diamond Bessie Murder Site 
A collateral asset of the Houston Street node is the Diamond Bessie murder site just into the 
woods along the south shore of Big Cypress Bayou across from Market Street.    
 

Locate a project marker for the Diamond Bessie murder site on the south bank of Big 
Cypress Bayou on the Maison Bayou Bed and Breakfast property as the second point of 
interest on the water trail.   

   
Jefferson Landing and Wharf Area 
The steamboat landing area in Jefferson extended all the way from Houston Street to Boon‟s 
Bend just above The Packery.  The wharves, which were built between 1854 and 1872, were 
located between Polk Street and Soda Street.  
 

Locate a project marker on the north bank of Big Cypress Bayou in the area where the 
wharves existed.  Wait for placement until after completion of the Fish and Wildlife 
Habitat Restoration Project to be conducted by contractors of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  Construction should start sometime in the spring of 2008 and will take three 
years to complete.            

 
Confederate Ordnance Magazine 
The Jefferson Ordinance Magazine is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, but has 
no marker in place at the site.  It was situated on the Confederate Ordnance grounds with two 
other magazines and other buildings, which no longer exist.  The Jefferson Magazine functioned 
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as a warehousing facility to move supplies and goods by water and overland between key 
facilities in East Texas and western Louisiana. 
 

Locate a project marker on the south bank of Big Cypress Bayou next to the 
structure as a part of the Jefferson Steamboat Trail.  

Clark and Boice Lumber Mill 
The Clark and Boice Lumber Mill was the largest saw mill in the region between 1881 and 1934.  
Raw materials for the mill were transported by railroad from as far away as 32 miles.  
 

Locate a project marker on the north bank of Big Cypress Bayou at Don Rainey‟s 
campground as a point of interest along the Jefferson Steamboat Trail.  

 
Lone Star Iron Works 
Lone Star Iron Works was an historic foundry located between the Clark and Boice Lumber Mill 
and The Packery just above the north bank.  Large masonry equipment supports and solidified 
slag streams provide visible evidence of this post Civil War industrial site. 
 

Position the next project marker for the Jefferson Steamboat Trail beside the visible slag 
vein along the north shore line. 

 
The Packery 
The John H. Wilson and Company, The Packery, was located three miles downstream of 
Jefferson and accounted for a large percentage of all down freights and substantial upfreights 
during the steamboat era.   
 

Situate a project marker on the north shore of Big Cypress Bayou where the landing for 
The Packery was located. 

 
Woodyards 
A group of businesses associated with the timber industry existed at various times during the 
mid to late nineteenth century between The Packery and Smithland.  Shoreline wood yards, 
such as the Jackson Woodyard (King‟s or Keene‟s), the English Woodyard, and Williams‟ Saw 
Mill present the second feature node for the Jefferson Steamboat Trail. 
 

Locate one project marker on the north bank of Big Cypress Bayou at coordinates 
94°18‟28.2”W-32°45‟25”N for “The Woodyards.” 

 
Smithland 
Smithland, the historic port established in 1839 at the confluence of Big Cypress and Black 
Cypress Bayous, was the head of navigation prior to the establishment of Jefferson in 1844-
1845.  The landing and warehouse was located on the flood plain along the shoreline.  
Commercial buildings and homes were located on the bluff overlooking the landing. 
 

Locate a project marker just to the east of the mouth of Black Cypress Bayou and to the 
west of the primitive boat launch site as part of the Jefferson Steamboat Trail.         

 
Shanghai  
Shanghai was a minor landing first used for emergency repair of steamboats damaged by snags 
or grounding.  It was never utilized for the export of cotton.  In the early twentieth century, 
Shanghai was a supply point for building materials for the construction of oil well platforms on 
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Caddo Lake.  It also supplied cord wood, lumber, and telephone poles to ports such as Benton 
to the east.   
 

Locate a Jefferson Steamboat Trail project marker at coordinates at 94°13‟54.8”W-
32°44‟16”N on the north shoreline.  

 
Benton and Ray‟s Bluff 
Benton was located on a small peninsula formed by the confluence of Beckum Creek (Ray‟s 
Creek) and Big Cypress Bayou about two miles by water below Shanghai and across and 
immediately above the creek from Ray‟s Bluff.   
 

Locate a marker for Benton under the bluff immediately upstream of the mouth of 
Beckum Creek for Benton and another under the bluff just below the creek for Ray‟s 
Bluff. 
   

Two road routes from Jefferson connect to roads leading to Caddo Lake.  Both present 
interpretive opportunities.  The north approach route is TX Hwy. 49.  It links two cultural sites 
and a steamboat port by way of connecting county roads prior to passing modern Smithland 
where it becomes the Potter‟s Point-Monterey Trail.  The southern approach to the lake is TX 
FM 134.  Two of its sites are of the early Steamboat Transportation context.  The other is an 
historic village supported by a crossing and then a bridge along the old Jefferson-Port Caddo 
and Shreveport Roads.  Four Texas Historical Markers recommendations and a possible 
Registered State Historical Landmark site lie along these routes. 
 
Trinity Church and Cemetery 
A section of MC 4112 is observed to be an undetermined historic wagon road prior to reaching 
the Trinity Church, which was established in 1899.  The earliest grave in its cemetery dates to 
1873.  The building was constructed at Shiloh as a school and then purchased, disassembled, 
the parts numbered, and then transported to the present site.  The building was re-assembled in 
1899.  Still in use are the original rough pine pews.  Modern metal "dinner on the grounds" 
pavilion and tables are located adjacent to the structure.  Still standing are the remains of earlier 
wooden table "trestles".  The congregation is now inactive, but the site is maintained by the 
Trinity Cemetery Association.  Please see Appendix:  Attachment Four for details. 

 
Locate a project marker in front of the Trinity Church and Cemetery to replace the 
existing sign. Make application for a state marker for this site. 
 

Grange School 
The historic Grange school is located within easy walking distance of the church.  Behind it in a 
deep ravine is an impressive spring that was used by the school and, no doubt, by Native 
Americans.  The national Grange or Patrons of Husbandry began organizing schools in Texas in 
1873.  The Grangers' crusade for better education was their most important work.  The 
bimonthly Grange hall meeting was a school for the whole family; there they established 
libraries, sang songs, read essays, and developed speakers.  They worked for free and uniform 
textbooks, nine-month school terms, consolidation of rural schools, a scholastic age of eighteen, 
capable teachers, and vocational courses.  Granges organized schools under the "school 
community system."  Please see Appendix:  Attachment 5 for details.   
 

Locate a project marker on the north side of MC 4112 in front of the structure.  Make 
application for a Registered State Historical Landmark for this site. 
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Smithland 
Smithland, the historic port established in 1839 at the confluence of Big Cypress and Black 
Cypress Bayous, was the head of navigation prior to the establishment of Jefferson in 1844-
1845.  The landing and warehouse was located on the flood plain along the shoreline.  
Commercial buildings and homes were located on the bluff overlooking the landing. 
 

Locate a project marker at the approach to the primitive boat launch area just off MC 
3212.  Make application for a Texas Historical marker to be place at the FM Hwy. 49 and 
MC 3212 junction. 

 

 
Figure 48 North and South Approaches 

 

The Jefferson South Approach (TX Hwy. 134 from Jefferson to TX Hwy. 43 near Caddo Lake 
State Park) This approach to Caddo Lake takes advantage of the locations of two historic 
villages and one port as it traverses the 11.6 miles to its junction with TX Hwy. 43.  A 
convenience store with gasoline and a hot and cold delicatessen is available before reaching 
the junction with TX Hwy. 43.  Proceeding through the junction, TX FM leads to Uncertain by 
way of Caddo Lake State Park and, via HC 2412. the site of Port Caddo.  
 
Tuscumbia 
Tuscumbia, a small town a short distance from Ray‟s Bluff on Little Cypress Bayou, was laid out 
in 1839 near a prominent spring and bayou crossing.  Tuscumbia was located on the old wagon 
road from Port Caddo to Jefferson.  Remnants of the wagon road bridge are visible a short 
distance from the TX FM 134 Bridge over Little Cypress Bayou. 
 

Locate a project marker at a turnout just off TX FM 134 on HC 2009.  Make application 
for a Texas Historical Marker to locate at the west approach to the Little Cypress Bayou 
Bridge on TX FM 134 and HC 2009. 
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Benton and Ray‟s Bluff 
Benton was a steamboat port and the head of navigation prior to clearance of debris from the 
bayou up to Smithland.  Some sources account for it as evolving from the earlier village of Ray‟s 
Bluff. 
 

Locate two project markers just off TX 134 at the open area along the right-of-way 
created by the northwest curvature of HC 2403 (Long Camp Road), which is just south 
of the Big Cypress Bayou location of the port and village site.  Make application for two 
Texas Historical Markers.      
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Appendix 7 Interpretation  
Historic Land Trails 

 

Eastern Half CLHA 
A significant amount of the engineered highways in the area evolved from Caddo Indian trails. 
They will be interpreted through developing interpretive media; brochures, kiosks, auto tours, 
and signs.  There are five historic land trails, three following a north-south orientation and two 
running east-west. 
 

 

Figure 49 Heritage Land Trails, Eastern Half CLHA 
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 Caddo Prairie Plantation Trail 

Until the Red River raft was removed in 1873 and the Caddo Parish Police Jury began an 
extensive levee building and drainage program in 1895, much of the land of the river‟s flood 
plain was continuously or seasonably under water.  The plantation trail identified in Figure 23 
essentially runs north-south through the middle of the flood plain.  Some planters living in 
Bossier Parish began farming operations just west of the river in the area soon after the United 
States took possession of the land and completed surveys in about 1840.  That activity was 
limited and increased after 1873 as more land became less prone to annual flooding.  It is 
presently not clear when plantation creation and subsistence farming activities began in earnest 
in the flood plain.  Until more information becomes available, the time period of the 1880s to the 
1920s seems to be appropriate.  From Shreveport north to Gilliam, the trail follows LA Hwy. 
3049 and from Gilliam to the north the route is along the Gilliam-Scotts Slough road. 
 
The loop at the southern end of the trail is the Sentell Road.  There were many colorfully named 
plantations along the trail.  Located along that loop were Cash Point, Gold Point, Fire Point, 
Cairo, Soda Fount, and Dixie.  Haiti was located north of Dixie.  The Wild Lucia, Grassland, Paw 
Paw, and All‟s Well plantations and smaller planter‟s holdings were located between Belcher 
and Gilliam. Toward the river from Gilliam were Peru, Egypt, and Havana.  Cape Colony, 
Possum Walk, and Elmer were located north of Gilliam.  At the north end of the trail, Missionary 
was located adjacent to the river.  Other place names included Paradise and Hell, Kansas, 
Corner Place, Tanglewood, Thanksgiving, Woodlawn, Killarny, Wildwood, Cuba, and Conchatta. 

 
Way finding must include trail markers just south of the lower Sentell Road intersection 
with 3049, where highways 173, 169, and 530 intersect the trail, where highway 170 
intersects US 71, and at the intersection of LA Hwy. 2 and the Gilliam-Scotts Slough 
road. The same markers or others can be used to list the colorful plantation homes that 
were located all along the trail. 

 
Shreveport to Lewisville Road 
The Shreveport to Lewisville Arkansas Military Road was established at about the time of the 
Civil War.  It was the first north-south road through the area and it followed parts of previously 
established routes; the Road to Caddo Prairie, the Caddo Trail to the agency location, and a 
Caddo trail to the northeast that ran to the Sulphur Fork Factory location in Arkansas.  It 
provided a route of communications not only for settlers into the area but for the military to be 
able to travel north to Arkansas where they could connect to other routes.  Today most of LA 
Hwy. 538 is along that road as is highways 170 and 168.  The dashed sections of the route are 
surrogate roads where the original road no longer exists. 
 

Mark its location at the southern end of 538 and at its Oil City intersection with LA Hwy. 
1, at highway 530, at the Clyde Place road, at its intersection with highway 170 toward 
Vivian, at its intersection with the Old Atlanta road, and at its intersection with the Myrtis 
State Line Road. 

 
Road to Caddo Prairie  
The road to Caddo Prairie was the first road that entered the area from the south and appears 
on an 1839 survey map.  It was used by the first settlers to get from the Greenwood area into 
northern Caddo Parish both south and north of Caddo Lake.  It followed an old Caddo Indian 
trail from their last village site to Natchitoches and is today approximated by LA Hwy. 169 from 
Mooringsport to the south.  From Mooringsport to the north it crossed Caddo Lake and curved 
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around Clear Lake and made its way staying north of Black Bayou to Erwin‟s Bluff.  James 
Erwin was probably the first one to use it in the late 1830s to make his way to his plantation 
location. 
 

The road should be marked south of Mooringsport at about the Blanchard-Latex Road.  
From Mooringsport north it follows highway 538 into Oil City and from there it follows two 
surrogate roads, highway 530 east to the Gamm Road and then north to Erwin‟s Bluff.  
Way finding signs should be located at all highway intersections. 

 

Caddo Agency Trail 
This was an active Caddo trail from 1800 until the cession of 1835.  It led from the Caddo village 
in Texas and entered Louisiana approximately following along Vivian‟s Airport Road.  From 
Vivian it had two branches.  The southern branch went to the Caddo Prairie Indian Agency 
location across Black Bayou and just south of Erwin‟s Bluff and was used between 1825 and 
1831 while the agency was located there.  Today that is LA Hwy. 170.  The Shreveport to 
Lewisville Military Road of about 1860 used part of highway 170 as the trail. 
 
Caddo Trading Trail 
The northern branch of the trail led east from Vivian approximately following today‟s LA Hwy. 2 
to where Hosston is located.  From there, the trail continued on to the east crossing the Red 
River and headed north into Arkansas.  From Hosston to the east the trail is approximated by 
the Hosston River Road.  At its eastern end, the trail passes by the 1797 – 1800 Caddo Flood 
Plain village site.  This trail was used until the Caddo Cession of 1835.  Also, near the eastern 
end, the trail parallels a long part of Red Bayou where steam boats once traveled. 

 
The trail should be marked at the state line where Vivian‟s Airport Road begins.  Another 
marker is required at the LA Hwy. 1 and LA Hwy. 2 intersection leading east to highway 
2‟s intersection with highway 170.  From there both ends of 170 require marking for the 
agency portion of the trail.   To the north from that intersection, mark both ends of 
highway 2, the trading trail, to Hosston.  From Hosston, the river road requires marking.  
Where the trail crosses the plantation road another marker is required. 

 
Western Half CLHA 
A number of modern road routes present heritage assets directly associated with Caddo Lake.  
Access to Caddo Lake from I-20 at Waskom offers interpretive opportunities related to the 
plantations, villages, and service trades that emerged as a result of the transport of cotton 
through the lakes.  Access from the north presents additional views of the last Caddoan site, 
features related to the historic timber and petroleum industries, early transportation features, 
and an important contributing individual.  The main water trail follows the navigation route from 
Jefferson to Mooringsport.  The two current Texas Parks and Wildlife Department canoeing 
trails from Caddo Lake State Park through Carter‟s Lake and Clinton Lake within the WMA are 
included.  Another originates at Potter‟s Point and utilizes Alligator Bayou and the Government 
Ditch for the most scenic, self-guided tour available on the lake. 

Jonesville Planter‟s Trail 
The Jonesville Planters Trail begins at the Jonesville exit on I-20 at Waskom and ends in 
Karnack.  It consists of seven features related to the early culture of CLHD and spans a 15 mile 
southern approach to Caddo Lake from I-20.        
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Locate trailhead markers just east of Jonesville on TX FM 134 as close to I-20 as 
possible and at the HC 2682 junction with TX Hwy 43. Post another at the 2682 junction 
with 134. 

 
Potter‟s Point-Monterey Trail 
The Potter‟s Point-Monterey Trail consists of a main artery, TX Hwy. 49 and LA Hwy. 2, the 
Monterey Loop, which runs from TX Hwy. 49 in Marion County to LA Hwy. 170 west of Vivian, 
and the Potter Spur, TX FM 727 from Gray to Potter‟s Point.  The trail, as shown, overlaps into 
CPHD for physiographic completeness.  The main artery is 12.6 miles in length between end 
points at the modern day location of Smithland and at its junction with LA Hwy. 1.  It possesses 
three tourism service amenities, the Pic-N-Pay store at Smithland, Caddo Lake Grocery at Gray, 
and The Relay Station on LA Hwy. 1, and three interpretive opportunities: the site of Trees City, 
the Hart‟s Ferry feature, and a kiosk location at Caddo Lake Grocery.  The Monterey Loop, 17.6 
miles in total distance, passes over an historic timber feature and offers a scenic overlook for 
viewing two significant sites and a natural feature on its route to Monterey and the plantation 
home of Billy Browning.  The Potter Spur connects TX Hwy. 49 with Robert Potter‟s home site 
and is six miles in length (see Heritage Sites and Markers-CPHD and CLHD for descriptions). 
 
Marker Locations for components of Potter‟s Point-Monterey Trail 
TX Hwy. 49 and LA Hwy. 2 Main Artery: 

 Locate an interpretive kiosk in front of the Caddo Lake Grocery.  Provide panel descriptions 
for (1) the store as the oldest continually operating mercantile in Marion County, (2) 
Sha‟chahdínnih (Timber Hill), and (3) Caddo Lake as a wetland of international importance.  
Include at least one panel displaying a map showing roads and features of the Potter‟s Point-
Monterey Trail.  Devote another panel to a short description of Robert Potter and Harriet Potter 
Ames. 
 

 Locate the Trees City marker on the south side of LA Hwy. 2 near the Trees Baptist Church 
just east of the Louisiana -Texas state line. 
 

 Locate the Hart‟s Ferry marker on the north side of the east approach to the LA Hwy. 2 Bridge 
over Jim‟s Bayou. 
 
Monterey Loop: 

 Locate an identification marker at both ends of the Black Bayou Lumber Company tramway 
which is a section of MC 3306 at coordinates 94°8‟19.49W-32°49‟48‟N and 94°7‟32.31”W-
32°50‟57.22”N.  Locate a project marker between the identification markers for the tramway at a 
turnout. 
 

 Locate a turnout and observation platform at the high ridge for overlooking Jim‟s Bayou, and 
viewing the site of Sha‟chahdínnih (Timber Hill), and the location of Monterey at coordinates 
94°6‟10.32‟W-32°51‟9.73”N.  Provide an interpretive panel for each feature with directional view-
finding attributes. 
 

 Locate the Monterey marker at the end of the Monterey School Road (CP 150) at the 
Louisiana – Texas state line at the eastern side of Monterey Lake.  Indicate the location of the 
cemetery.  Locate a water marker at the end of boat road B near Roger‟s Station and the LA 
Hwy. 2 Bridge. 
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Potter‟s Point Spur: 

 Relocate the existing THC marker for Potter‟s Point from TX Hwy. 49 at Gray to the terminus 
of TX FM 727 at Potter‟s Point.        
 

 
Figure 50 Potter’s Point-Monterey Trail and Kiosk Marker 

 
Points of interest and marker locations for a water trail that follows the navigation route between 
Jefferson and Mooringsport were previously discussed under the Heritage Trails Markers-CLHD 
section of this report.  Since this trail is over 40 miles in length and there are launch ramp 
limitations, it should be experienced in sections.  The two current Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department canoeing trails from Caddo Lake State Park through Carter‟s Lake and Clinton Lake 
and another originating at Potter‟s Point and utilizing Alligator Bayou are described below.  All 
three are within the ecologically sensitive Ramsar Treaty wetland of international importance. 
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Appendix 8 Interpretation 
Historic water Trails 

 
The waterways in the area  were used to transport settlers, materials and economic products via 
flat, keel, and steamboats from about 1815 until the end of the 19th Century.     
 
Eastern Half CLHA 
 

 
Figure 51 Historic Water Trails, Eastern Half CLHA 
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The foregoing figure depicts the water routes used during the steamboat era in north Caddo 
Parish, which began in 1830 with the opening of Seawell‟s Canal and ended in about 1900 with 
the coming of the railroads across the area.  There were three, one led to the north to service 
the upper Red River trade area, one entered into Caddo Lake and had two main branches.  One 
went north to the Village of Monterey and the other went west to Jefferson, Texas.  There were 
multiple other landings off the two main routes through the lake. 

Caddo Prairie Bypass Canoeing Trail 
This water trail follows the old river bypass steamboat route from Erwin‟s Bluff along Black 
Bayou south to its confluence with the outflow from the Caddo Lake dam into Twelvemile Bayou 
and ends at the southern end of the Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area where LA Hwy. 173 
crosses the bayou.  In figure 24, this trail is indicated by dashed lines, since for the present it is 
a provisional designation.  Partnering with interested governmental agencies and a feasibility 
study for the water ways use as a canoeing trail must be completed.  The Twelvemile Bayou 
portion of the trail is probably safe for canoeing but the Black Bayou portions use remains to be 
determined.  During the feasibility study, access sites must be determined.  Construction of 
access features must be completed before this would become a viable water trail. 
 

Marking of the trail would be at either end as well as at intermediate access points. 
 
Port Monterey Boating Trail 
The Port Monterey Boating Trail could have two access locations at its southern end in Caddo 
Lake.  One could be at Mooringsport and the other could be at Williamson Park just adjacent to 
LA Hwy. 1 south of Oil City.  Marking the steamboat route on Caddo Lake from Mooringsport or 
Williamson Park to Jim‟s Bayou past the old Ferry Lake community and Plum Point while 
pointing out the locations of the historic Rives, Bonham‟s, Stacy‟s Landings will facilitate touring 
on the lake.  The boat trail into Jim‟s Bayou presently ends just north of Roger‟s Station just a 
little more than half the way from Mooringsport to Monterey.  At this point, a marker relative to 
Monterey should be located.  As with the previous canoeing trail, a feasibility study is required 
prior to any development of the water trail from Roger‟s Station to the north. 

 
The water trails can be marked on posts along the boating trails presently located 
throughout the lake.  Where the water trail split on the lake at Rocky Point, the trail to 
Monterey should be marked and the one to Jefferson should be marked and landings 
such as Low‟s/Jeter‟s and Swanson‟s as well as the Mittie Stephens wreck site can be 
pointed out.  Locate a water marker at the end of boat road B at Roger‟s Station near the 
LA Hwy. 2 Bridge. 
 

Western Half CLHA 
Caddo Canoe Trail #1 
Caddo Canoe Trail #1 originates at Caddo Lake State Park where canoes may be rented from a 
concessionaire located at Mill Pond or launched from the public boat ramp.  The trail covers a 
10 mile scenic loop down Big Cypress Bayou, through Carney Canal, and follows boat lane 3 by 
Willowson Slough into Carter‟s Lake.  At Carter‟s Lake, the trail connects to boat road 3A and 
passes Horse Island, Big Hole, and Smith Slough on its way back to the bayou where it returns 
to the point of origin at the state park. 
 

Locate project markers at the entrance to Carter‟s Gap (Carney Canal) and at the mouth 
of Willowson Slough.  Indicate the historic significance of each.  Relate modern 
geological processes to the vegetative/nutrient cycling observed in Willowson Slough. 
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Locate another marker at the entrance to Carter‟s Lake indicating the significance of the 
Ramsar Treaty designation. 

 
Caddo Canoe Trail #2 
Caddo Canoe Trail #2 is a 22 mile loop trail, which starts at Caddo Lake State Park and 
progresses downstream passing Hell‟s Half Acre and Horse Island, passes under Bradley 
Bridge, continues through Mossy Break on boat lane 4, and connects to the south entrance of 
Government Ditch via boat road 4A.  From government Ditch, the pathway continues past 
Devil‟s Elbow on Alligator Bayou proceeding a half mile to a small slough on the left.  This 
waterway breaks out into Blind Slough on boat road 3 in Clinton Lake.  From Judd Hole, the 
route passes the location of historic Clinton, Joe Moore Hole, the mouth of Kitchen Creek and 
Carter‟s Lake by way of Clinton Chute.  Boat road 3 is then followed back to Big Cypress Bayou 
passing Willowson Slough, this time on the right, and the entrance to Carter‟s Gap.  Big Cypress 
is then taken back to the state park. 
 

Locate canoe trail indicators at Bradley Bridge, at the turn to Government Ditch, and at 
the small waterway a half mile down from Devil‟s Elbow on Alligator Bayou.  Place 
others along the course through Blind Slough to boat lane 3 at Judd Hole where boat 
road 3 is picked up. 

 
Alligator Bayou Nature Trail 
From Potter‟s Point Marina (no fuel) at Miller‟s Point, self-guided motor boaters may embark on 
what is widely known as the most scenic water trail at Caddo Lake.  Alligator Bayou offers the 
unsurpassed opportunities for birding and viewing the mystic beauty of Caddo Lake.  Fishermen 
love to float Alligator Bayou from Devil‟s Elbow downstream in late spring and early summer for 
their limit of sunfish.  The trails distance, as identified, encompasses about 18 miles, which can 
be easily completed in two hours.  From the launch site, boat road C is taken eastward over 
open water to where Alligator Bayou is accessed through Britt‟s Gap.   A right turn on C takes 
boaters by Hog Wallow, Pine Bluff, Alligator Island, Stumpy Slough, and Whangdoodle Pass to 
Devil‟s Elbow where boat road C ends.  The main channel of Big Cypress Bayou is taken a 
short distance to the south where the Ox Bow may be encountered.  After coming through the 
Ox Bow, boaters are presented a service and fuel stop opportunity at Johnson‟s Ranch.  From 
here, the return trip is accomplished via boat road 1-K through Turtle Shell, where boat road C 
is met east of Britt‟s Gap.  This boat lane is followed back to Potter‟s Point Marina. 
 

Locate boating trail markers at both entrances to Britt‟s Gap, at Cross Bayou where boat 
roads C and D meet, at the origin of Alligator Bayou above Devil‟s Elbow, and at both 
entrances to Ox Bow.          

  

The Jefferson Steamboat Trail (Jefferson to Caddo Lake State Park on the Water) 
The Jefferson Steamboat Trail begins under the US Hwy. 59 Bridge or at the public boat launch 
ramp in Jefferson and proceeds 18 miles downstream to the public boat launch ramp at Caddo 
Lake State Park.  For canoes, a convenient take-out location exists at Thompson‟s Camp about 
six miles downstream and another is 12 miles farther downstream at Skeeter‟s Marina, a 
commercial convenience stop with a small café.  Motor boaters may purchase fuel here.  This is 
the only such location on Big Cypress Bayou.  Another take-out or launch point is located about 
five miles farther downstream just above the state park at the TPWD boat ramp under the TX. 
Hwy. 43 Bridge.     


